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Nehemiah 2:10b  When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it 
grieved them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of 
Israel. 
 
Nehemiah was “come…to seek the welfare of…Israel”. All Christians, and especially Christian 
elders and deacons, should “seek the welfare” of the congregations of God. The congregations 
are part of a spiritual Israel (the kingdom of God and heaven) dwelling in the physical countries 
of the world. 
 
Jesus Christ is the king of both physical and spiritual Israel. 
 

Micah 5:2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 
 

Jesus Christ is the king of all kingdoms (countries) on earth. 
 
Revelation 17:14b  …for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him 
are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

 
Jesus Christ’s mission while he was physically on earth was to minister to a portion of physical 
Israel. 
 

Matthew 15:24  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 

 
But there is a spiritual Israel which is comprised of the children of God in the congregations of 
God. 
 

Romans 9:6b For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 
 

It is spiritual Israel that are saved through Jesus Christ. 
 
Acts 5:31  Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

 
The spiritual, saved, repenting, forgiven, Israel under the kingship of Jesus Christ operates in 
covenant with him according to his moral law and the knowledge of who their king is and does. 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:  32  Not according to 
the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, 
saith the LORD:  33  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.  34  And 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 
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Citizens of spiritual Israel are in, but not of, the physical world, so their priority in all things is 
the kingdom of God and Heaven.  
 

Matthew 6:33a  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;  
 

Prioritizing the kingdom of God and Heaven in all of life is part of the sanctification (making 
holy like Jesus Christ) of the citizens of spiritual Israel. These citizens sacrifice their allegiances 
to the kingdoms and the things of the world as they press into the kingdom of God and Heaven, 
demonstrating their sanctification, or growth in grace. 

 
Galatians 6:14-16  But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.  15  For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.  
16  And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the 
Israel of God. 

 
Because the citizens of the kingdom of God and Heaven (spiritual Israel, the congregations of 
God in the physical countries on earth) prioritize their spiritual kingdom over their physical 
countries, they are hated by the world, just as the world hated their true king, Jesus Christ. 
 

John 15:18-19  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  
19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but 
I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

 
Therefore, we can conclude that, like Nehemiah, a citizen of physical and spiritual Israel who 
desired “to seek the welfare of the children of Israel”, we, the citizens of spiritual Israel who 
desire to rebuild and reoccupy as Nehemiah did, will have enemies who seek to stop or destroy 
what we attempt to do. 
 
Nehemiah 2:10a  When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it 
grieved them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel. 
 
Our enemies are “grieved…exceedingly” when we rebuild and reoccupy. That phrase means 
having been done “evil very evil” in the Hebrew language. The word “welfare”, in comparison, 
means “good” in the Hebrew language. Our enemies call good evil and evil good.  
 

Isaiah 5:20  Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

 
Nehemiah 2:19  But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and 
Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing 
that ye do? will ye rebel against the king?   
 
Our enemies will seek ways to accuse us of rebellion against the civil government and will seek 
to invoke the civil government as the ultimate authority. As citizens of spiritual Israel, the 
kingdom of God and Heaven, we must respond directly and boldly to such accusations and 
establish: 1. Who God is and what God will do. 2. Who we are and what we will do. 3. Who our 
enemies are and what their relationship is to us, God, and the kingdom of God and Heaven. 
 
Nehemiah 2:20  Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper 
us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor 
memorial, in Jerusalem. 
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Who is God and what will God do? “The God of heaven, he will prosper us”. 
 
The God of heaven established an indestructible kingdom.  
 

Daniel 2:44  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 
 

The everlasting kingdom of the God of heaven is given to his people. 
 
Daniel 7:27  And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him. 

 
The God of heaven blesses his servant-saints. 
 

Psalms 1:1-3  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth 
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  2  But his delight is in the law of 
the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  3  And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

 
Who are we and what will we do? “We his servants will arise and build”. 
 
The servants “will prosper” in their work. For Nehemiah and those with him, their work was 
rebuilding the walls and gates of Jerusalem, side-by-side with one another. For us, our work is 
to reoccupy and rebuild spiritual Israel within our physical country. In either case, God calls his 
servants to do on particular thing: work. (See Nehemiah 3) 
 

Mark 13:34  For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, 
and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the 
porter to watch. 
 

The work we undertake to do is building upon an existing foundation. Like Nehemiah, the 
foundation of the walls remained, but what had been built upon the foundation had been broken 
down. 
 
Jesus Christ is the foundation of our doctrinal building.  
 

1 Corinthians 3:11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 

 
The scriptures (the apostles and prophets) are the foundation and Jesus Christ is the 
cornerstone of our congregational building. 
 

Ephesians 2:19-22  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;  20  And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone;  21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in 
the Lord:  22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through 
the Spirit. 
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What is our enemies’ relationship to God, us, and the kingdom of God and Heaven? “Ye have 
no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem”. 
 
“No portion”: Only God’s servant-saints have been given the kingdom of God and Heaven to 
occupy. The unregenerate have no portion of inheritance from God. 
 

Acts 8:21  Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the 
sight of God. 
 

“Nor right”: Our enemies have no right over us nor over the kingdom of God and Heaven in 
which we dwell and build. They are not “fellowcitizens with the saints” and therefore they have 
no right to influence or change our doctrine or our practice as we reoccupy and rebuild in 
spiritual Israel. 
 

Psalms 112:5-8  A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with 
discretion.  6  Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting 
remembrance.  7  He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the 
LORD.  8  His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, until he see his desire upon his 
enemies. 
 

“Nor memorial”: The enemies of God and God’s servant-saints will be forgotten in spiritual 
Israel just as Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem would be forgotten in physical Judah. God, through 
Jesus Christ, by the Holy Ghost is victorious over all evil, including death in the resurrection, 
but the enemies of Jesus Christ are condemned to die the second death to live no more with no 
memory of them remaining.  
 

Revelation 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

 
God’s servant-saints are to seek the welfare of spiritual Israel, the kingdom of God and Heaven, 
which is comprised of the congregations of God in our physical countries. We, if regenerated and 
sanctified by the Holy Ghost, are God’s servant-saints. Our enemies are the enemies of God. 
They call what is good according to God, evil, and what is evil according to God, good. They 
accuse us of rebelling against human authority when we obey God rather than men. Yet, even in 
the midst of our enemies, we are called by God to work to reoccupy and rebuild spiritual Israel 
upon the foundations of the scriptures (the prophets and apostles) with Jesus Christ as our 
standard. While we work, we must counter the attacks of our enemies with truth: we have an 
inheritance that they do not and they cannot change that promise of God though they may 
persecute us. They, on the other hand, have no promise of God except for condemnation and 
destruction.  


