
I mean in the sense of how this parable should move you and us all to take
the gospel to heart without question and without delay any longer.  Jesus
surely intends this with His added explanation about what it means that the
bad in the net, of whatever kind, will be cast away.  Jesus expands on what
happens to the wicked and unbelieving and all the hypocrites too.  He says in
verse 50 that all such shall be cast into the furnace of fire where there shall
be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

With this picture, Jesus is giving a terrifying picture of hell.  People
joke about hell and scoff at the idea of hell, but what a fearful judgment will
be the eternal judgment of the unsaved.  It will be endless, conscious, just
punishment in body and soul.  Hell is described as blackness of darkness, as
falling into a bottomless pit, as a place of fire that will never go out, as a lake
of fire and brimstone, as a place of eternal howling and wailing, and as a
place of gnashing of teeth and where the worm dies not, gnawing constantly
at your conscience, and at your body…endless everlasting torment it will be,
worse than the worst you might imagine.   Do you want to be in such a
place?  Do you need perhaps to take more seriously the reality of hell? Do
you realize enough how inescapable hell is apart from faith in Jesus Christ
the Saviour, and how ending up there as one who refused to repent and
believe will mean to be in a place where there never can be nor will be any
hope of relief or escape from ongoing agonies in body and soul forever and
ever?  If the cross and gospel of Jesus doesn’t make you serious for the
truths of God, then let at least the peril of judgment to come bring you to
your senses.

The gospel dragnet is moving forward and when it is full, suddenly
the end will be.  Where will you be with the final and eternal separation to
come….and where will you have others to be?  What are you and I doing
about it? Surely hearing also this parable of the dragnet and it’s sobering,
saving, motivating gospel, you won’t let that question escape you, will you?
Amen.

Hans Overduin, Radio Pastor
October 23, 2005
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Sobering – Saving – Motivating - -Gospel!
The seventh and climactic parable in Matthew 13 is the so called

parable of the dragnet.  Let me read it to you as found in the verses 47-50.
“Again [says Jesus], the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast
into the sea, and gathered of every kind: Which, when it was full, they drew
to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad
away.  So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and
sever the wicked from among the just, And shall cast them into the furnace
of fire: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

In this parable what is clear from Jesus even just in hearing it once
is that nothing is more needful than truly belonging to His kingdom, for there
is a judgment day coming when there will be a great separation between the
true believers from all the hypocrites and unbelieving.  This last parable, we
can say, is meant by the Lord Jesus to be sobering, saving, and motivating
gospel for his hearers then and for us now.

Let us consider the sobering truth of this parable.  Jesus says the
“kingdom of heaven is like a net [or literally dragnet] that was cast into the
sea and gathered some of every kind.”    In Jesus’ day, three different types
of nets were used in fishing. The net which is referred to in this parable was
the largest of fishing nets which could be almost a kilometer in length and
would be about 10 feet high with floats on top and weights on the bottom so
that it would hang like a perpendicular wall in the water.  It was often used in
more shallow waters and usually the net would be placed a certain distance
from land, stretched out in a straight line by two or more boats.  The net
would move towards the shore, and as they came closer, the two ends would
be brought together so that whatever fish would stand in the way of that net,
that wall of mesh enclosing them, would be caught in it. Approaching a
certain point, suddenly the fishermen would have the two net ends meet and
bring and drag the net over onto the shore with all that they caught in it.  Can
you picture this dragnet sweeping up all before it and closing around it all,
and suddenly pulled up on shore, for the fishermen then to sort through?

Now, said Jesus, so is the kingdom of heaven, like a dragnet that is
in place and moving forward, catching all in it’s way, and when it is full, it
gets drawn together and up to shore and dragged up from the water. Then
the fishermen sit down and gather the good into the vessels, but throw the
bad away. So, said Jesus, “it will be at the end of the age. The angels will



come forth, separate the wicked from among the just, and cast them into
the furnace of fire.  There will be wailing and gashing of teeth.”

What is the sobering point here?  It is that many may be caught up
under the Word, in church and on the radio even, yet not all are necessarily
truly responding to the Word.  While the gospel net is moving forward, all
kinds may be under its influence, but not all are good fish, and while not a
good fish, you may presently swim around with all others as if everything is
fine, but one day there will be a righteous separation that is also an eternal
separation.  The net will soon be “drawn to shore”, and then suddenly and
openly, the true character of every man’s religion will be exposed, and then
the good will inherit eternal life while the bad will meet with everlasting
doom.

That is the parable. Its message is very simple really, but also very
somber, if you will only stop to think about it.  Richard Baxter said of this
parable, “these plain words more need belief and consideration than
exposition.”  Will you take this to heart?  It is sobering, don’t you find, that
God is drawing in His gospel net also at this hour?  Are you ready for the
great day when you suddenly will be cast ashore and the true separation will
take place?  Do you even think about this at all? Isn’t it all too true, as one
writer suggested, “People move about within and before the net as if they
were forever free.  The net may touch them from time to time, as it were,
startling them even.  But they quickly swim away, thinking they have
escaped, not realizing they are completely and inescapably encompassed by
the Lord Who knows all and sees all, and will allow no one to escape His
searching judgment.”

This is the sobering picture of judgment that the parable of the
dragnet presents to us.  Will you take it to heart?  This question also brings
me to our second main point where we see this parable is not only sobering
gospel, but saving gospel. By this I mean what Jesus surely intends with this
sobering picture is that each person take utmost care truly to be saved.
Don’t be presuming or assuming your salvation ever, but take the greatest
diligence to make your calling and election sure while still in this time of
grace.  The gospel net is moving along, and you need to be sure you are
living in true faith and repentance before God.  Are you taking care of this
matter with all sincerity and earnestness and carefulness, with all prayer and
supplication before almighty God?  In Matthew 7:21ff Jesus states, “Not
every man who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” Many will say to
Me in that day [when the net is cast ashore], “‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your Name, cast out demons in Your Name, and done many
wonders in Your Name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”

Is that what you are doing really, not truly listening to all God’s Word

with all your mind and heart, but practicing lawlessness, willful disobedience,
and ongoing transgression as the days and weeks and months go by, and
the net draws closer and closer to the eternal shore?  With this parable,
Jesus would urge all who hear the gospel truly to respond and for no one is
that an impossible call, if you only come to the Saviour confessing your sin
and guilt, and asking Him, for Jesus’ sake, to have mercy on you, a sinner.
Will you just not hear the gospel call, or hearing it, just keep putting off being
truly converted?  Jesus says in John 5:40 to the unbelieving Pharisees, “You
are not willing to come to Me, that you might have life.”  Maybe you like to
turn that around and say it is more “the Lord is not willing to save you that
you might have life” but that is so false and wrong.  Jesus came to this world
to seek and to save sinners and His gospel call is whosoever believes on Him
shall not perish but have everlasting life…..and Jesus says in John 6:37, “the
one that comes to Me I will in no wise cast out.”  The gospel net is drawing
closer to the eternal shore even now. Today is the day of salvation, harden
not your hearts through the deceitfulness of sin.  Jesus tells this parable as a
gospel plea for the purpose not that any should be cast away, but that all
may come unto Him and be saved! This parable presses home the
earnestness and free offer of the gospel while the gospel net is still out.

At the same time this parable is such a warning to those who satisfy
themselves with a little religious activity but have not hearts born again and
truly converted to God.  As one put it, “Let us not imagine that just because
we seem to be caught in the net of the Church, and because we rub
shoulders daily with those who believe in Christ, we ourselves necessarily
have the Divine Life stirring within our own hearts.  The kingdom of God is
like a net widely cast, and membership of the Church does not guarantee
that we will be numbered in the end among the just. Christ warns us in this
parable, says John Calvin, that “it is not enough to be gathered into the fold
unless we are His true and chosen sheep.”  And again the gospel point of
this parable is to make sure the latter is what you are, one of Christ’s true
and chosen sheep.  How can you do that?  The answer is by praying to the
Lord for Him to accomplish that in your life, and not to let Him go except He
so bless you, as He surely will.  Then you don’t depend on anything of
yourself for salvation, but you realize you have nothing to bring but your sins
and sinfulness and you are wholly dependent on God’s mercy and His
salvation as made known in and through Jesus, the crucified and risen
Saviour.  “Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling!”  You may
know you are one of Jesus’ lambs when you hear His voice and follow Him,
and the Saviour knows you as one Who calls to Him and ever depends on
Him in all your needs for body and soul.

That all may truly take seriously the gospel call to seek the Lord
while He may be found and to call upon Him while He is near, listen yet to
our last point concerning this parable, how it tells of motivating gospel.  With


