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Why Covenant Theology?

Putting the Bible Together

● Israel and the Church

● The Law and the Christian

● The Sabbath and the Lord’s Day

● Circumcision and Baptism
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Why Covenant Theology?

What is “Reformed Theology?”

TULIP? The Doctrine of God? The Law of God? The Lord’s Day? Infant Baptism?
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Covenant
Theology



“We have no itch to 
clog religion with new 
words.”

- Preface to the Second 
London Baptist Confession 
(1677)



What are arguments against covenantal baptism 
of infants?

● We see believers being baptized in the New Testament.

● We see people being immersed in water, not sprinkled.

● “Household baptisms” don’t clearly include children unable to articulate 

faith.

● The Bible never links circumcision with baptism directly as a “sign of the 

covenant.”

● Circumcision is fulfilled in a spiritual sense by “circumcision of the heart.”

● Paedobaptists are inconsistent in their application. Why not baptize 

grandchildren or even employees?

● How can one be “in the covenant of grace” but not saved?



Paedobaptist Covenant Theology

“The argument in a nutshell is simply this: God established his Church 

in the days of Abraham and put children into it. They must remain 

there until He puts them out. He has nowhere put them out. They are 

still then members of His church and as such entitled to its 

ordinances. Among these ordinances is baptism, which standing in 

similar place in the New Dispensation to circumcision in the Old, is 

like it to be given to children.” 

(The Works of Benjamin B. Warfield, Vol. IX, p. 408)

True or False?
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Paedobaptist Covenant Theology

Abraham Moses David   New Covenant

One Covenant of Grace

Old Administration New Administration

“One substance, two administrations.” (WCF 7.6)



Paedobaptist Covenant Theology

● Genesis 12— the covenant promised

● Genesis 15— the covenant “cut”

● Genesis 17— the covenant confirmed and given a seal

● Romans 4:11

● Galatians 3–4

The Abrahamic Covenant



1. The Administrations are Radically Different

What’s new about the new covenant? (Hebrews 8)

“But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than 
the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better 
promises.”

● New & better sacrifice 
● New & better mediator
● New & better promises
● New & “better” members
● New & better sign

A Baptist Covenantal Response



“1689 Federalism”

Abraham Moses David

One Covenant of Grace
Old Covenant

New Covenant

Covenant of Grace promised (Gen 3:15) 
and “revealed in farther steps.”

A Baptist Covenantal Response

2. The “Substances” are Different


