
 

“Worshipping the King of Glory” 

Psalm 24 

(Preached at Trinity, April 18, 2010) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. God is the almighty Creator that created all things by the word of His power. He created 

everything as a manifestation of His divine being. All of creation declares Him and praise 

is due from all of creation. 

 Psalm 150:6 – “Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD.” 
2. How much more does man owe worship to God. We were created after His own image 

with the ability to know Him.  

3. Psalm 24 is a psalm of praise and worship. It was probably written to be sung as the Ark 

of the Covenant was taken up from the house of Obededom to dwell in Jerusalem.  

 It also, however, draws our minds to the great entrance of Christ into Jerusalem. 

 Psalm 24:10 – “Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of 
glory.” 

4. I’ve made a decision today. As we began the Psalms I placed a limitation upon myself 

that has proved unreasonable.  I tried to limit myself as much as possible to one sermon 

per psalm. This would make our journey through the Psalms more like general survey. 

 As time has progressed I’ve become more and more aware the this is not the best way to 

handle the Word of God.  I’m called to preach the Word. To study hard and feed you 

well. 
ESV Isaiah 28:9 "To whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he explain 
the message? Those who are weaned from the milk, those taken from the 
breast? For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line 
upon line, here a little, there a little." 

5. Psalm 24 recognizes God in all His sovereignty and perfection. 

 It is an invitation for God’s people to worship Him in a manner that recognizes His glory. 

 It is divided into three parts: 

 Verses 1-2 – a declaration of God’s majesty and dominion upon the earth. 

Verses 3-6 – a recognition of God’s perfect holiness – they describe God’s people 

coming into the holy city and ask the question, “Who is able to come?” 

 Verses 7-10 – describe God coming to His people. 
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I. A declaration of God’s majesty and dominion – Verses 1-2 

 A. These opening verses are a warning not to think of God in nationalistic terms 

1. The Psalm describes God coming into Jerusalem 

 a. It would be easy to conclude that He is the God of Israel  

b. This was the prevailing mind when Jesus came upon the earth. The 

Messiah was seen as in terms of national and political dominion. 

c. It was difficult for our Lord’s disciples to think of the Kingdom of 

Christ as a worldwide kingdom 

 The two disciples on the road to Emmaus: 
Luke 24:21 – “But we trusted that it had been he 
which should have redeemed Israel. . .” 

 The disciples speaking to Christ before His ascension 

Acts 1:6 – “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel?” 

  Our Lord’s response: 

 Acts 1:8 – “ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” 

2. God is not to be seen as the God of national Israel 

   He is not to be seen as the God of only the Jewish people 

  3. God is the God of all the earth 

 B. God is the Creator of all things 

  1. All things find their source in God 

Psalm 24:2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established 
it upon the floods. (lit. rivers) 

  2. The focus here is upon the earth, but God created all that exists 

   “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

3. All things had a beginning. God has no beginning – He is self-existent and 

self-sufficient 

Psalm 90:2 – “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, thou art God.” 

4. Stephen Charnock - "He was before the world, yet he neither began nor 

ends; he is not a temporary, but an eternal God; it takes in both parts of 

eternity, what was before the creation of the world, and what is after” 

5. What was God doing before He created? 

a. He was in a perfect existence fully satisfied with the fullness of 

Himself.  

b. The Father was in harmony with the Son and the Father and the 

Son were in perfect harmony with the Holy Spirit.  

c. All of His eternal decrees were with Him in the infinite wisdom of 

His mind. 

 6. Why did God create?   

  a. Because it was an expression of Himself 

   This is what we mean by His “glory” 
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b. Because it pleased Him. All things were created by Him and for 

Him.  

Colossians 1:16 – “For by him were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him, and for him:” 

  c. Why are there creatures at the bottom of the ocean 

   The Marianas Trench is 35,814 – over 6 ½  miles 

   The pressure there is 16,000 psi.  

In this alien world of cold there are fish swimming in total 

darkness.  

   d. Why are their stars far beyond our ability to see them? 

C. As Creator God has full possession over all things 

  1. God owns the earth and all that is in it 

Psalm 50:10-11 – “For every beast of the forest is mine, and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills.  11 I know all the fowls of the 
mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine.” 
a. All of the wealth of the earth is distributed according to God’s 

pleasure 

1 Samuel 2:7 – “The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: 
he bringeth low, and lifteth up.” 

b. The material wealth you have today will either pass to someone 

else or fall into decay    

   c. That new car you buy today will soon end up in the junk heap 

Consumer Reports says the average life expectancy of a new 

vehicle these days is around 8 years or 150,000 miles. 

   d. Everything will eventually cease to exist 

2 Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up.” 

e. Would you spend your life savings to purchase a building that the 

city has condemned? 

 Would you spend your inheritance on moldy bread? 
NAS Isaiah 55:2 - "Why do you spend money for what is not 
bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen 
carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in 
abundance.” 

3. God also has possession over all of the inhabitants of the earth 

   a. He has the right to govern and order the affairs of all people 
NAU Daniel 4:35 - "All the inhabitants of the earth are 
accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in 
the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And 
no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What have You 
done?” 
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b. God has the authority to establish His Law and He has the 

authority to enforce it. When He casts sinners into hell He will be 

acting in a judicially correct manner. In other words it will be 

legally correct.  

 D. All of this authority has been delivered into the hands of Christ as our Mediator 

Philippians 2:9-11 – “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name:  10 That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth;  11 And that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

  1. Jesus Christ has absolute power and dominion over all things 

2. Where is He today?  He is on His throne.  What is a throne but a symbol 

of dominion? 

 1 Peter 3:22 – “Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand 
of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto 
him.” 
Hebrews 1:3 – “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word 
of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on high;” 
Hebrews 8:1 – “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the 
sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;” 
Hebrews 10:12 – “But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice 
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;” 

  3. This is one thing seriously missing from today’s evangelism. 

   Jesus Christ is Lord and King 

Acts 2:36 – “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, 
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ.” 
NAS Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 
"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. "Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching 
them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age." 

a. We are being sent out by the authority of Christ as His 

ambassadors. 

b. What are we doing – making disciples – making followers of 

Christ. 

c. Then what do we do? We bring them into the church.   

d. Then what do we do? We teach them the commands of Christ 

4. When Jesus returns He will return as Judge endued with absolute power 

and authority to judge the nations. 

E. God is to be seen as the God of all the earth. 

Psalm 24:1 – “The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein.” 
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1. God is to be worshipped by all the people of the whole earth – not just one 

nation or one people. 

2 He has created and ordered all things for His own glory 

Romans 11:36 – “ For of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever.” 

3 He gives Himself to all who will worship Him ascribing to Him the glory 

due His name 

a. The greatest plague a man can have is to have a low view of God. 

A man’s life will rise no higher than the height he holds God. 

b. The greatest benefit is to have a lofty view of God and to worship 

God in a manner consistent with infinite greatness. 

 

 

Conclusion: 
1. God is the Creator, the giver of life. He rules His creation with absolute power and 

authority.  He is the owner of all things and He has delivered it all into the hands of His 

Son, the heir of all things.  

 Psalm 2:7-9 – “I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art 
my Son; this day have I begotten thee.  8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.  9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in 
pieces like a potter's vessel.” 

2. Our duty is to bow before Him.  

“Psalm 2:10-11 – “Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of 
the earth.  11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, 
lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a 
little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.” 

3. But while Jesus is a mighty conquering King He is also a gentle Shepherd who bids us to 

come and partake of His rich care and provision. Come to the waters and drink of His 

grace.  
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II. A recognition of God’s perfect holiness – Verses 3-6 

A. Although God is the God of the whole world we are not to assume that all men 

have immediate access into His presence.  

1. Verse 3 deals with this question – “Who has a right to come into God’s 

presence? 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Sin has caused an infinite divide between God and man. While God has 

possession of all men, because of sin He is the God of no man. 

2. So the question is asked 

 Psalm 24:3 – “Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who 
shall stand in his holy place?” 

 a. The same question was asked in Psalm 15 

Psalm 15:1 – “LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? 
who shall dwell in thy holy hill?” 

 b. Who is able to approach God? 

3. The answer is clear. God can only be approached by a man of absolute 

perfection 

4. No natural man can meet this standard. All are eternally separated from 

God. But God has shown us mercy through His Son who is perfect and 

who offered Himself in our stead. 

 Ephesians 2:4-7 – “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us,  5 Even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  6 
And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  7 That in the ages to come he 
might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus.”  

  5. Who can approach the throne of God? Only those who are in Christ Jesus.  

B. But we must still guard against approaching the throne of God presumptuously or 

irreverently. There is great danger in approaching God without holy reverence.  

 1. This is clearly seen at Mount Sinai 

Exodus 19:12-13 – “And thou shalt set bounds unto the people 
round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up 
into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the 
mount shall be surely put to death:  13 There shall not an hand 
touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it 
be beast or man, it shall not live” 

2. Earthly kings were often unapproachable to the common people. To enter 

the presence of the king without his permission often brought death. 
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  a. Pharaoh was unapproachable 

b. Queen Esther knew she could not enter into the presence of the 

king unless she was summoned 

 Esther 4:11 – “All the king's servants, and the people of the 
king's provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or 
woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is 
not called, there is one law of his to put him to death,” 

c. If earthly kings are given such respect and honor, men who are 

sinful wretches, mere dust in the sight of God, how much more 

should we tremble in the presence of God?  

3. Who would be so bold as to approach such a King as God? 

David answers his question 

 Psalm 24:4 – “He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who 
hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.” 
a. David is describing both the inner character and the outward 

actions of the true worshipper. Those who follow Christ have lives 

characterized by holiness 

b. By “Pure heart” David is describing our inner holiness --  a heart 

pure of corrupt desires and sinful lusts. A heart set apart unto God. 

Jesus described it on the Sermon on the Mount: 

Matthew 5:8 – “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 
see God.” 
Matthew 15:19 – “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies:” 

c. By “clean hands” David is speaking of outward actions. He is 

merciful and loving, honest and just. 

    “hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.” 

    (vanity = falsehood) 

   d. Vanity or falsehood can refer to the deception of idolatry. 

    The one who approaches God must not have other idols in his life. 

 C. David describes the blessings of such people   

  Psalm 24:5 – “He shall receive the blessing from the LORD” 
  1. What is the blessing? He has received God’s salvation 

   David describes it as: “righteousness from the God of his salvation.” 
2. This “righteousness” is God’s justifying grace – God’s just treatment of 

His servants.  

3. Those who approach God through Christ will receive the blessings of God 

and be declared the righteous of God. 

 D. These verses are best understood in reverse order 

  1. We are not declared righteous because we have clean hands 

   We have clean hands because we have been declared righteous 

   We are not saved by our actions but by God’s actions 

  2. Who shall approach the Holy Hill of God? 

   a. It is those who have approached through Christ. 

    They have received the righteousness of God. 

b. Those who have received the righteousness of God through 

justification are those with clean hands and a pure heart 
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III. A description of God coming to His people – Verses 7-10  

 This passage flows in poetic parallelism – Verses 7 & 9 and Verses 8 & 10 

 A. The gates of the city are called upon to prepare for the King 

Psalm 24:7 – “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.” 

  1. It is a picture of the triumphal entry of the victorious king 

  2. It was pictured with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 

John 12:12-13 – “On the next day much people that were come to 
the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,  13 
Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and 
cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” 

  3. Jesus is the King of kings reigning in power and majesty 

Hebrews 1:3 – “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word 
of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on high;” 

  4. Every atom of God’s creation move at His presence  

  5. David repeats Verse 7 at Verse 9 

   The message for us is this: 

For those who open their lives before this King He will come in and abode 

with them.  

 

 

 B. David declares the identity of this great God in Verses 8 & 10 

Psalm 24:8 – “Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, 
the LORD mighty in battle.” 

  1. He is the almighty King of Glory, strong and mighty 

   Verse 10 calls Him the Lord of Hosts – Lord Sabaoth 

   Hosts refer to a mighty army  - Our God is a Mighty Conqueror 

Dost ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is He; 

Lord Sabaoth, His name, 

From age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 

2. He’s the glorious King who shows Himself mighty on behalf of His 

people protecting them and defending them. 

 To His enemies He is mighty in judgment.  

Psalm 24:8 – “the LORD mighty in battle” 
 

Conclusion: 
1. Who is the King of glory?  Have you asked this in your own life? 

George Fredrick Handel, the famous German/English composer, at the age of 52 suffered 

a stroke that left his right arm paralyzed and affected his eyesight. Many thought he’s 

never perform again but to their surprise he recovered and his famous oratorio, Messiah, 

was performed in Dublin in April of 1742.  On March 23, 1743 he performed it in 

London and the king of England, George II was present. When the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
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was sung the king himself rose to his feet in an act of homage. This prompted the entire 

audience to stand and remained standing throughout the entire chorus in recognition of 

the King of kings. 

As time passed, however, it became customary for the British royalty to remain seated 

during the “Hallelujah Chorus.” After Queen Victoria ascended the throne she was 

instructed about the rules of protocol for the royal family. When the magnificent chorus 

began and the singers began shouting “Hallelujah” suddenly the queen rose and stood 

with head bowed as if removing her crown before the King of kings.  

2. Who is your king? Who is the Lord of your life?  

 How high is He in your life?  

 How much preparation do you give before coming into His presence?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


