The Acts of the Apostles
[Wed. Apr. 22, 2015] Acts Series, Acts 21.1-26 — Craig A. Thurman

Chapter 21

This is a very difficult chapter to consider, and we will try our best to discern the
truth concerning a matter related to the remarks of James and the elders of the
church at Jerusalem, and Paul’s response to them. Reconciling what takes place
here with other Scriptures which seem to stand in contradiction to this episode
depends greatly upon how we view the book of Acts. For example, the
Pentecostal’s view of the book of Acts is that it is a template for all churches
everywhere for all time without exception. That has led to much error: the
continuation of sign gifts (of knowledge, prophesies, and especially speaking in
unintelligible tongues); a hierarchical church government (which infects most
religious organizations); communal living (many heretical sects promote their
error from the book of Acts); universal church practices; open communion and
more are, for the most part, derived from a misapplication of the events recorded
in the Book of Acts.

Acts is one of 26 other books of the New Testament that has its own peculiar
setting, just as the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John have theirs (Acts 1.3
reveals their setting ... of all that Jesus began both to do and teach); the letters to
the churches have a peculiar setting; the letters to the Messianic Jews have their
setting. (Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter [Peter addresses the same audience in both
letters, cf. 2Pe.3.1, the diaspora, dispersed])

So what is the setting of the book of Acts? Acts is an historical account of all that
the church began both to do and teach, since Christ’s resurrection, under the
direction of the Holy Spirit, unto the end of the apostolic period. That is the scope
of the book of Acts. It should become apparent that this is the general course of
thought in Acts.

The book of Acts is the logical connection between the gospels and the
epistles in the New Testament.

The book of Acts is practical evidence of Israel’s temporary rejection by the
Lord, and the engrafting of the Gentiles into the New Covenant with the
remnant of Israel, who move away from the land of Palestine and into the
nations. (Ro.11.12)
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The book of Acts leads to the history that just precedes the destruction of
Israel in A.D.70. ( history ceases about A.D.65)

The book of Acts marks the beginning of the interlude of church history,
until the Lord returns to Israel and saves them. (Ro.11.26) At the end of
this interlude Israel will once again be preeminent in the earth for a
millennium.

The actions of the first churches recorded in this book are in no way as
established as those later churches which possess the whole revelation of the
Word of God. (We prove this in the study today.) Such a thought frustrates the
whole purpose for having any revelation at all. The truth is, the more revelation
the churches receive the better their actions should become. Who would argue
the point that the church epistles present the clearest teachings of doctrine than
the book of Acts? That does not mean one book is less important than another.
No. But we should consider the setting of each book so that we conclude things
from it that are harmonious with the whole revelation of the Word of God.

(Read Acts 21.1-26; the question of the applicability of the law falls within verses
20-26.)

Acts is in a sense a book of beginnings. It marks the beginning of the outgrowth
of the first church in Jerusalem over a period of approximately 30 years. The
revelation of the Word of God to them at this time is really what we must try to
discern. How extensive was the understanding of the Jewish saints’ of the passing
away of the Old Covenant? Did James and Paul, or any of them, know to what
extent the Law was to be done away in Christ? Yes, it was fulfilled, but what did
that mean to them? Did they know how extensively this would affect them?

Mt 5:17 Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am
not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

Did they comprehend to any degree at this time that they were to cease with the
sacrifices, to cease with the festivals, to leave circumcision as a means for
righteousness to God? Let me assert at this point that from all that we have seen
thus far in our study of Acts the answer to that question is, No, they did not
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understand the removal of the Law of Moses and circumcision to be the will of
God at that time. This should be obvious to us. All we need do is recall at this
moment in our Acts account (chapter 20) why was Paul going back to Jerusalem?
Did he not say that he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the
day of Pentecost? (Acts 20.16) In Acts 18.21 he had already made a trip back to
Israel to keep this feast which could have referred to Passover. Paul was
observing the Jewish holidays. He was doing what he could with the information
that he had revealed to him at the time. But does this conclude the matter? |
believe the answer is, No, it does not.

Does the Bible sanction a Jewish Christian church and a Gentile Christian church?
The question is not whether there were churches like this in the beginning of
church history, or that there are such churches today, but does the Bible, the full
revelation of the Word of God, sanction such distinctions in the Lord’s church or
churches? The Acts 15 council in Jerusalem concerning the necessity for Gentiles
being circumcised and keeping the law of Moses only settled the issue as it
related to the Gentile saints, and in no way touched upon the subject as it
related to the Messianic Jew. That subject was not addressed then, nor has it
been addressed since, in the book of Acts. The great question now is, Does the
Word of God address it? We believe it does.

At the time of this present narrative we are about 8-10 years from the
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. Paul has made his final farewell remarks to
the Ephesian brethren at Miletus and has continued his journey back to the land
of Israel for Pentecost.

O oTOV
19 And it came to pass, that after we were gotten  from them,
were withdrawn

Paul is not traveling alone. Throughout this chapter we know that Luke is
accompanying Paul on this journey. He will likely be a witness of the things
that takes place against Paul. Luke will be allowed to reunite with Paul
after his arrest and will accompany him into Rome. His last personal
witness in Acts is at 28.16. (cf. 2Ti.4.11)
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amoomacOévtog; ace pl, masc, part, aor 1, pass of dnoondw; dné from,
forth, off, since + omdw KJV drew a sword (only used twice in N.T.);
amoondw is only used in Mt. 26.51 drew his sword; Lk.22.41 he was
withdrawn from them; Acts 20.30 to draw away disciples after them; Acts
21.1 after we were gotten from them.

and had launched, we came with a straight course unto Coos,

Or Cos, an island which is about 45 miles south of Miletus. Today the island
is still named Kos.

and the day following

€ETg is used in Lk.7.11 came to pass the day after; 9.37 on the next day;
Acts 21.1 the day following; 25.17 on the morrow; 27.18 the next day they
lightened. So kaBeEMg stresses in succession.

More ... KJV Lk.1.3 in order; 8.1 afterward; Acts 3.24 after; 11.4 by
order.

unto Rhodes,

This large island is located at the southwest corner in the Aegean Sea about
60 miles southeastwardly from Coos.

and from thence unto Patara:

A coastal city now on the Mediterranean Sea about 125 miles almost due
east from Rhodes.

Q¢ 8¢ &yéveto avaydijvor MUAC AmoomacOEvVTac AT’ aT®Y EV0VIPOUCAVTEG
fABopev gic v Kdv, 11} 6¢ £EN¢ €l v Podov kakeibev eig [Tdtapa

2 And finding a ship sailing over

damep@®dv; acc sing, neut, part, pres of dtamepdw; d1d by, through +
Tepdw or mépav [per the B-D-A-G Lexicon] an adverb, KIV beyond,
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otherside; , KIV passed over, when ... were gone over, when ... was passed
over; when ... had passed over; can ... pass; sailing over.

unto Phenicia, (Or, Phoenicia) we went aboard, and set forth.

Kai gvpdvtec mhoiov damepdv €ig Dowvikny emPovteg dviynuev
3 Now when we had discovered Cyprus,

The island home of Barnabas. (4.36; 15.29)
we left it

KoToMmovteg; nom, pl, masc, part, aor 2, act of KaTaleinw; KA Td
according to, down + \eimw KJV lack, want, destitute; often leave
(Mt.4.13), then forsake (Heb.11.27), and reserve (Ro.11.4). Acts has this
word used six times: Acts 2.31 was ... left; 6.2 leave; 18.19; 21.3 24.27;
25.14 left.

on the left hand, and sailed into Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there the ship was
to unlade her burden.

In other words, they sailed under or on the southern side of the island of
Cyprus, the side furthest from the mainland of Turkey) as they headed to
Phoenicia, Syria. (350-360 miles from Patara.) They reached the shores of
home and now begin a southerly coastal route by ship.

avapdvovteg ¢ v Kompov kol KataAmovies avTiv EDMOVULOV ETAEOUEV EIC
Xvpiav koi katyOnuev gic TOpov ékeloe yap Nv 10 TAoTov dmopopTiLOUEVOV
TOV YOUOV

4 And finding

dvevpdvtec; nom, pl, masc, part, aor 2 of dvevpiokw; dvd again, re- +
eVpiokw to find; only used one other time in the N.T. (Lk.2.16 and found
Mary, and Joseph; perhaps discovered.
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disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he
should not go up to Jerusalem.

The mention of disciples suggests to us that at the least there was one
church in this city. Where did this church come from? We don’t know. As
the churches of Cilicia originated we know not when or by whom, so did
this and the next place, Ptolemais.

Kai dvevpdvtec tovg pabntog nepeivapey avtod nuEPag EnTd oitveg Td
[Tovdm Eleyov dud Tod mvevpatog Ui dvaPaivewy gic Tepovsainu

5 And when we had accomplished those days (7days), we departed and went our
way; and they all brought

nponepndvtov; gen, pl, masc, part, pres, act of Ttponéunw; tpd before,
first, above + méumnw to send; Or, being sent. KIV Acts 15.3 being brought

on ... way; 20.38 accompanied; 21.5 brought ... on ... way

us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of the city: and we
kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.

Ote 0¢ €yévero Nuac eapticon Tag NuUEPaG £EeABOVTEC mopevopueda
TPOTEUTOVIMOV NUAG TAVTOV cLV YuvalEly Kod TEKVols Emg EEm THg TOAE®S

Kol 0évteg T Yovata €ml TOV aiylaAdv mpoonuédueda,

6 And when we had taken our leave
saluted or embraced

domacduevot; nom, pl masc, part, aor 1 of o’LO'nonual; KJV salute, greet,
embrace, leave. (cf. Acts 18.22; 20.1; 21.6, 7, 19; 25.13)

one of another, we took ship; and they returned home again.

Koai domacapevor aAAAovg EméPney €ic TO mAoiov EKETVOL O LITEGTPEY AV
€lg 10 101

7 And when we had finished our course from Tyre, we came
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xatnvtioopev; 1% p pl aor 1, ind of kaTavTdw; kaTd according to, down,
successively + avTdw ; mostly found in Acts and translated with the
English words came (11), attain (2); the idea is reached in successive order.
katnvtioapeyv, Acts 21.7; 28.13.

to Ptolemais,
Which is approximately 22-25 miles south of Tyre.
and saluted

domacapevot; nom, pl, masc, part, aor 1 of ciondt;oual; KIV salute, greet,
embrace, leave. (cf. Acts 18.22; 20.1; 21.6, 7, 19; 25.13)

the brethren, and abode with them one day.
Here we have the mention of brethren, which again suggests to us that
there is at least one church in this city. Now this adds more validity in a
moments to the words of James in verse 20 (thousands of Jews there are
which believe) The Lord’s churches are everywhere! How do Christians

find Christians? They must say so themselves, or enquire it of others.

‘Hpeic 8¢ tov mhodv Stavdcavteg amd Topov katnvrricopey gic Itolepoida
Kol AOTOGALEVOL TOVG AOEAPOVG EUEIVOLEY IUEPAV LIV TTOP  OOTOIG

8 9 And the next day we that were of Paul’s company departed,

Which makes it clear that the brethren of this place did not accompany Paul
as he pressed on.

and came unto Caesarea:
About 28 miles from Ptolemais.

and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the
seven; and abode with him.
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We are informed about who this Philip is, and there is no doubt concerning
his identity. He is said to be one of the seven. This phrase takes us to
chapter 6 of Acts.

Ac 6:3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may
appoint over this business.

From this we know that he is the same who had moved out from the
Jerusalem church because of the persecution of Paul. He had preached to
the Samaritans (8.5); then to the eunuch (8.26-38); then was found at
Azotus (8.40); and then finally settled in Caesarea. (8.40) Now, Paul is
coming to his house years later as a brother in Christ. How things change
when the Lord does a work of grace in the heart. There is need for grace on
both sides of this issue. Grace changed Paul’s mind about God’s people,
and grace changed the minds of His people about Paul. These are
reconciled to God and to one another by shed blood of Jesus Christ the
Lord. These who were once enemies are now made at peace in Christ.

T1) 0¢ énavprov ££eAB6VTEG o1 mepl TOV [TadAov ABov gig Kawodpetov kai
eloerBovteg €ig 1OV oikov DAimmov 10D gvayYeAIoTOD TOD BVTOG €K TV ENTA
guetvapey mop’ o0Td

9 And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.

Philip’s daughters were used of the Lord to prophesy His Word. That |
know of, we have only two instances in the New Testament where women
prophesied. Anna was a prophetess.

Lu 2:36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived
with an husband seven years from her virginity ...

Joel prophesied of this:
Ac 2:18 (cf. Joel2.28) And on my servants and on my handmaidens |

will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy
nPodNTEVCOUCLY ...
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Jezebel, in Revelation 2.20 was not a prophetess, but she called herself a
prophetess:

Re 2:20 Notwithstanding | have a few things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

You know, we can call ourselves whatever we want, but that doesn’t make
it so.

She was no prophetess of the Lord. She was a false prophetess. We
notice that the Lord gave her a space to repent of her fornication;
and she repented not. This is not repentance unto salvation. She
was to stop her fornication and she did not. She was a reprobate, a
wolf, a false teacher, false prophet, and not an elect of God, a sheep,
a disciple of Christ.

npoentevovcat; nom, pl, fem, part, pres of TponTedwW.
00T 8& Noov Buyatépeg mapOivol TEcoapeg TPOPNTEHOLGAL
10 And as we tarried there many days,

Considering Paul’s itinerary from Philippi to Israel, this stay was probably
more than 10 and less than two weeks because of his constraints to be in
Jerusalem by Pentecost. Remember that he had left Philippi only after the
days of unleavened bread, and that he hasted past Ephesus to be in
Jerusalem at Pentecost. He had about the space of 50 days to make this
trip from Philippi.

The term many days is used 3 times in the New Testament:

Acts 13.30 But God raised him from the dead:

31 And he was seen many days pépag migiovg of them which came
up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto
the people. (Jesus raised from the dead. Many days refers to the 40
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days in which he showed Himself alive to the disciples on a number
of occasions. Ac 1:3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God ... In other
words there was about a 10 day absence of the Lord’s appearance
that preceded the day of Pentecost.)

Ac 25:6 And when he had tarried among them more than ten days
nuepag nAewoug n deka, he went down unto Caesarea; and the next
day sitting on the judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought.

there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus.

Agabus was the prophet that was originally from Jerusalem that the Lord
used to tell of a coming world-wide dearth. (Acts 11.28) Now he comes
from somewhere in Judaea to Caesarea.

EMUEVOVTOV O€ NUOV NUEPaS TAEIOVS KATHADEY TIC Amd Thi¢ Tovdaiog
TpoENTNG OVOpaTL Ayafoc

11 And when he was come unto us, he took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own
hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem
bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the
Gentiles.

And this is the report that Paul received everywhere that he had traveled.
(cf. 20.22)

Kai EAO®V TpOg NUAG kai pog v Covny 10D [Tavdov dMocag te avTod Tag
Yelpac kai Tovg mddac simev Tade Aéyet 1O mvedpa tO &ytov Tov EvSpa oD
gotwv 1] Lovn abtn odtmg dnoovaty v Tepovsainu ol Tovdaiot kai
TOPAOMOOVCLY €1G YEpag EOVAV

12 And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought
him not to go up to Jerusalem.

This is the first time that the Scriptures emphasize that even his close
traveling companions, which included Luke, were begging that he not

10
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proceed to Jerusalem. But we know that Paul is said to have purposed in
the spirit ... to go to Jerusalem. (Acts 19.21) This appears to carry the force
of a vow. In Acts 20.22 he says, | go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem ...

¢ 0& NKOVGAUEV TODTO TOPEKAAODUEY NUETS TE Kol Ol EVTOMLIOL TOD Un
avaPaiverv avtov gig Tepovcainu

13 Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break

cuvOpdrTovteg; nom pl masc, part, pres of cuvBpUTTW; CVV together,
with + BpOmTw [?]; | think it means with breaking. Nothing in LXX; NIDNTT;
TDNT, B-D-A-G, Thayer’s; J. P. Green’s Interlinear N.T. crushing;

mine heart? For | am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus.

amekpidn o6& 6 [Madrog Ti moielte Khaiovteg Kai cuVOPOHTTOVTEG OV TNV
Kapdiay &ym yap ov povov debfjvarl aAld kai dmobovelv €ig Tepovoainu
Erolpmg Eym Ve Tod dvouaTog Tod Kupiov Incod

14 And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased,

Meaning, that Luke and the traveling companions, and those of the
disciples of Christ with them, have quieted themselves from trying to
dissuade Paul from going to Jerusalem.

fiovydoapev; 1% p pl, aor 1, ind of novy déw; KIV held ... peace; rested;
ceased, to be quiet; silenced or quieted. (cf. 22.2 noun, silence)

Saying, The will of the Lord be done.

yevésOw; 3" ps,aor 2, imper of yivouou to become. Five times is used in
the N.T. (; Lk.22.26, 42 et ... be; be done; 1Co.3.18 let ... become; 14.26 Let
... be done)

Mn weBopévou 0& avtod novydoapey gimdvrec 0 BEANUa Tod Kupiov
vevécOw

11
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15 9 And after those days we took up our carriages, and went up to Jerusalem.

Took up our carriages, anoockevocsauevor; nom, pl, masc, part, aor 1, mid of
9 ’ b ’ . ’

anookevafopat; ano forth, of, from, since + okevaopar the act of
moving goods or stuff; baggage [LXX, Ge.14.12 baggage; 15.14 property;
31.18 store; Le. 14.36 furniture]; only this once used in the N.T.

Metd 8¢ Tag Nuépac TadTag dmoockevacaevol avePaivouey gig Tepovodinu

16 There went with us also certain of the disciples of Caesarea, and brought with
them one Mnason of Cyprus, an old disciple,

An old disciple, dpyaiom padnti; dpyaio, archaio, from which we have our
English word archaic; dat, sing, masc of cipxoﬁog; KJV old 11, and once
combined with the Greek days, a good while ago. LXX, ancient, old.

with whom we should lodge.
Should lodge, EevicOdev; 1*' p, pl, aor 1, subj, pass of Eeviw; KIV lodge,
entertain, strange; it is the act of the part of a traveler with an host;

perhaps we could translate this, with whom we should be lodged, or were
to lodge.

Tuvijhlov 82 kol Tdv podntdv dnd Katsapeiog cOv fuiv dyoviec map’ O
EevicBduev Mvacwvi tivi Kurpim dpyaio pabnri

17 And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.
Gladly, aouévag; adverb; Acts 2.41 only other place where this word is
used. Both times translated gladly; so also the LXX 2Mac.4.12; 3Mac.5.21);
perhaps a special greeting at reception. Both instances in the N.T. appear
to have this similarity: Acts 2.41 the saints gladly received the word; Act
21.17 the saints gladly received these brethren.

I'evopévav 68 Mudv &ic Tepocorlvpa Acpéveog E0EEavTO TUAG 01 AdEAPOT

18 And the day following Paul went in with us unto James;

12
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James, brother of John, these both being sons of Zebedee, was slain by the
sword of Herod. (Acts 12.1, 2) This appears to be James, pastor of the
church at Jerusalem. (Acts 15.13) James is one of 4 brothers-in-the-flesh,
and at least two sisters, by his mother Mary. (Mt.13.55) It might be that
Joseph had died early on and Mary remarried Cleophas (Alphaeus) and
bore these other children.

Mr 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? And are not his sisters
here with us? And they were offended at him.

If this is the same James, he is also called James the less. (Mk.15.40) Here
are the names of the twelves apostles:

i. Simon Peter (also called Cephas)

ii. Andrew

iii. James, son of Boanerges or Zebedee

iv. John “ “ “

v. Philip

vi. Thomas (Didymus, a twin)

vii. Matthew (Levi), a tax collector/Publican, self given name to
show the grace of God.
viii. Bartholomew (Nathaniel, John Gill)

ix. James, son of Alphaeus, brother of our Lord (Gal.1.19); James
the less (Mk.15.40); his father Alphaeus is the same as Cleopas
(Lk.24.18; Jn.19.25), who is brother to Joseph, Mary’s husband.

X. Lebbaeus (Thaddaeus) (Jude and the writer of the book that
bears his name; brother to James, son of Alphaeus.

xi. Simon the Canaanite; (called Zelotes, a zealot, Lk.6.15; ) not a
Canaanite, for he was a Jew, but he came from this area.

xii. Judas Iscariot (In the synoptic gospels he is always mentioned
last of all.)

James was a part of the elders (of whom are not classes of elders) of this
church. (cf. Acts 15.13) Those who had come to Jerusalem with Paul went
to see James and Paul came with them. That is the sense of this Scripture.
Perhaps these traveling companions wished to inform James and the elders

13
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of the danger that awaits Paul. This also lends much to the thought that
Paul thought himself to be no man deserving any special notice.

Ga 2:2 And | went up by revelation, and communicated unto them
that gospel which | preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them
which were of reputation, lest by any means | should run, or had run,
in vain.

1Co 15:9 For | am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be
called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God.

Eph 3:8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this
grace given, that | should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ ...

Paul sincerely believed this and practiced it. This was not some
pretentious, false humility.

and all the elders

npecPoutepor; nom and voc pl, masc, of TpeaBuUTepog, presbuteros;
Mt.15.2; Acts 4.5, 8, leaders of Israel; Lk.15.25, an oldest son; Jn.8.9; Acts
2.17; 1Ti.5.1, older men contrasted with younger men; Acts 11.30; 14.23;
1Ti.5.17, leaders among the church; 1Ti.5.2 older women. The context will
define the meaning of the term elder.

In these two verses (17, 18) we see the brethren (meaning the church as a
whole), James, and the elders. But this day we know that James and the
elders ...

were present.
[Mapeyévovrto; 3" p pl, aor 2, ind of napayivopat; topd near, by, beside +
yivopaut be, become; and when they came; KIV translates moapeyévovto,

Mt.2.1; Lk.8.19; Acts 13.14, came; Acts 20.18 were come; Acts 21.18 were
present.

14
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T1) 0¢ émovon eionet 6 [ladiog cOv UiV Tpog TaxwPov mavtes T
TapeYEVOVTO ol TPesPUTEPOL

19 And when he had saluted

domacAUeEVOS; nom, sing, masc, part, aor 1 of (iUnd(;Opal; KIV salute,
greet, embrace, leave.

Ac 18:22 And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and
saluted acmocapevog the church, he went down to Antioch.

Ac 20:1 9 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the
disciples, and embraced them, and departed for to go into
Macedonia.
gmoinoev &v
them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles
3"ps, aor 1, ind, act

by his ministry.

Kai domacbpevoc antodg éEnyeito kad’ &v Ekactov Qv &noincev 6 Ogdg &v
T01¢ £0veaty d10 THG daKoviog avTod

20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him,
The elders, including James, said testified the following things to Paul:
Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe;
TEMO TEVKOTWY, gen, pl, masc, part, perf of mioTeVw; the genitive is used
three times; the nominative is only used twice, Acts 15.5 which believed;
Tit.3.8 which have believed.
Only three times is this verb tense used:

Ac 19.18 And many that believed memtioTevkOTWY came, and
confessed, and shewed their deeds.

15
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Ac 21:25 As touching the Gentiles which believe men10 TeLKOTWY,
we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save
only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from
blood, and from strangled, and from fornication.

At the declaration of Paul testifying of the great work of God among the
Gentiles, James and the elders of the Jerusalem church began to relate to
Paul how many there are among Jewry that had come to faith in Christ
Jesus. The thousands of believers in Jesus Christ, that the elders cite, can
refer to the fact that Christ is received throughout the land of Israel, not
only in Jerusalem. But now, notice ...

And they are Ymapyovcv

are [all zealous] possessors of the law, that is, the thousands of believing
Jews

VTLAPYOLCLY; 3" p pl, pres, ind of fmdpxw; U716 under, among + c’fpxw to
be preimmenent; ;

all zealous

(miotai; nom pl of EnAwTrig and is always translated zealous in the KJV;

zealous of the law, toward God, spiritual gifts, of the traditions, of good
works.

Znlotal is the only other place this is used:
1Co 14:12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous (nhwtal of
spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.

of the law:

Beyond any doubt we are faced with the fact that the law of Moses, as it
related to the believing Jews is still in force. These Jewish saints are
adherents of the Law of Moses. (cf. vs. 21)
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o1 8¢ dxovoovteg £50Ealov TOV Kvprov eindv te adtd Oempeic 4dedeé mdoar
noptadeg giciv Tovdainwv TAV TEMOTELKOTO®V Kol ThvTeg CNA®TOL TOD VOULOV
VILapYOVCV

katnmbnoav 6¢  mepl cod
21 And they are informed of thee,
concerning or about you

The believing Jewish adherents to the Law of Moses ... are informed by the
unbelieving Jews coming to Pentecost from Asia where Paul’s ministry has
flourished.

are informed, xoatnynonoayv; 3" p plaor 1, ind, pass of koMY éw; KIV hast
been instructed; was instructed; are informed; were informed; being
instructed; might teach, that is taught; that teacheth; from this we have
catechize.

Ot JaoKELg dmootocioy
that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake
acc sing
Ao Mwcéwmg
Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to
from Moses

walk after the customs.

£€0eotv; dat pl of ’e’eog; a custom [a habit or arrangement of practice] Lk.1.9,
manner (Acts 15.1); 7 times in Acts (6.14; 15.1; 16.21; 21.21; 25.16; 26.3;
28.17)

What do we know concerning the Law of Moses to this time?

Jesus said, Mit 5:17 Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or
the prophets: | am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

17



The Acts of the Apostles

Stephen was stoned to death on account of the message that he
preached of Messiah’s work, Ac 6:14 For we have heard him
[Stephen] say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and
shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.

Years after Stephen’s murder, James’ message in the Jerusalem
council settled the application of the Law of Moses to the gentiles
totally: Ac 15:19 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not
them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God:

20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of
idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from
blood.

21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him,
being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.

And, Paul, according to the revelation given unto him of God
continued with the Jews to observe it: Ac 28:17 And it came to pass,
that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and
when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and
brethren, though | have committed nothing against the people, or
customs of our fathers, yet was | delivered prisoner from Jerusalem
into the hands of the Romans.

Beyond question the believing Jews were offended at the report that was
being brought back to their homeland of Paul’s preaching to Jews that lived
among the Gentiles. But is the report true?

First, consider the source of the accusation. Undoubtedly it was the
unbelieving Jews who raised the accusation. (vs.27 The believing Jews of
Asia, especially under the personal ministry of the apostle Paul would never
have said this.) The purpose of the accusation is to cause division and
attempt to frustrate the work of Christ.

Second, because the source is corrupt, the report must be false.

(Mt.12.23; Ja.3.11, 12) ltis highly unlikely that the Christ-rejecting Jews
brought anything but a false report. And this report has affected the saints
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in Israel, and especially the church which was at Jerusalem. (Vs.24 James
clearly has Paul do something to prove that the accusation is false.)

In the book of Acts, is there any Biblical evidence that suggests that Paul
ever said or taught that the Jews should not circumcise their sons and
forsake the law of Moses? No, there is not. And in a moment we shall
consider all of the epistles of Paul that predate and succeed this event in
Acts. But of those letters which predate this event there is nothing that
substantiates their claim that Paul was claiming that they forsake the Law
of Moses and quit circumcision. As a matter of fact, by the very Word of
God, there is no evidence that any believing Jew ever thought such a thing:
not Paul, not James, not the elders, not Luke, not any of his traveling
companions; no one. With that in mind, James and the elders followed this
up with ...

Katnynonoav 6& mepi 6od 011 dmoostaciov S10AcKES Amd MmoEmc TovE KaTd
T E0vn hvtag Tovdaiovg AEywv Un TEPITEUVELY DTOVG T TEKVO UNOE TOIG
g0eov mepimatelv

T{ 00V 0TIV
22 What s it therefore?

What is your answer to this? How much clearer can this be for us. Let’s
follow the sequence of thought. Is this report true or not?

Ti 00V €oTwv is asked in these three other places:

Lu 20:17 And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is
written, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become
the head of the corner?

1Co 14:15 9 What is it then? | will pray with the spirit, and | will pray
with the understanding also: | will sing with the spirit, and | will sing

with the understanding also.

1Co 14:26 9 How is it then, brethren? When ye come together, every
one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a
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revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto
edifying.

The multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come.

Pentecost has presented the occasion so that many of the Jews have
gathered together in Jerusalem. Doubtless they will learn of Paul’s
presence. This is a serious accusation against one of their nation, whether
believing or not, and must be answered one way or another.

Needs, mtdvTws, KIV Lk.4.23 surely; Acts 18.21 by all means; 21.22 needs;
28.4 no doubt; Ro.3.9 in no wise; 1Co.5.10 altogether; 9.10 altogether; 9.22
by all means;16.12 at all.

Ti oVv éoTtv ThvTog 81 mAT00g GuVELDETY dcovcovTar Yap 8Tt EAAvdagc

23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on
them;

vow, g0ynv; acc sing of evy1; €0y is found used three times in the NT
(vow, Acts 18.18; 21.23; prayer Ja.5.15; not a vow as in a promise or a
statement); these men have a good will, purpose or intent for what they
do; a consecration [Thayer].

Tobto odv moincov & cot Aéyopev eiciv fuiv 8vipeg téccapeg OV EXOVTEC
O’ E0VTMOV

24 Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that
they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they
were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest
orderly, and keepest the law.

James and the elders are advising Paul to discount the false charges against
him, that he was advising the Jews to forsake the Law of Moses and that
they should not circumcise their sons. (cf. Numbers chapter 6 for Nazarite
vow[?])
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Brethren, at this, either Paul is purposefully deceiving his fellow-brethren
concerning the application of the Law of Moses to the Messianic Jew; that
he is being disingenuous, or else he did not believe and teach such things at
that time. Itis just that plain. But that poses for us a serious contradiction
to what we understand to be true doesn’t it?

For some who believe that the Law of Moses is still in force this does
not pose any contradiction, but we believe by the Word of God that
such are in great error, whether Jew and Gentile.

How can we reconcile this for them and us? Can we explain the seeming
duplicity of this text? Your minds are probably referring to Scripture at this
moment which deals with the law and its incompatibility with the New
Covenant. And to that | whole-heartedly agree. But Paul is not deceiving
his brethren, he is not being disingenuous, and the New Covenant is in fact
incompatible with the Old.

To help with this consideration we would quote Adam Clarke (1760/2 —
August 28, 1832), a British Methodist theologian and scholar. | do not
subscribe to his theology, but we are agreed on this point.

‘They are all zealous of the law. The Jewish economy was not yet
destroyed; nor had God as yet signified that the whole of its
observances were done away. He continued to tolerate that
dispensation, which was to be in a certain measure in force till the
destruction of Jerusalem; and from that period it was impossible for
them to observe their own ritual. Thus God abolished the Mosaic
dispensation, by rendering, in the course of his providence, the
observance of it impossible.’

ibid., ‘Verse 21. Thou teachest — to forsake Moses,

that appears in the course of this book to the contrary, this
information was incorrect: we do not find Paul preaching thus to
the Jews. It is true that, in his epistles, some of which had been
written before this time, he showed that circumcision and
uncircumcision were equally unavailable for the salvation, of the
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soul, and that by the deeds of the law no man could be justified;
but he had not yet said to any Jew, forsake Moses, and do

not circumcise your children. He told them that Jesus Christ had
delivered them from the yoke of the law; but they had, as yet,
liberty to wear that yoke, if they pleased. He had shown them that
their ceremonies were useless but not destructive; that they

were only dangerous when they depended on them for salvation.
This is the sum of what Paul had taught on this subject.” (bolding and
color added)

ibid., ‘... God had not yet fully shown that the law was

abolished, as has already been remarked: he tolerated it till the
time that the iniquity of the Jews was filled up; and then, by the
destruction of Jerusalem, he swept every rite and ceremony of the
Jewish law away, with the besom [broom, inserted] of destruction.’

So, first, the time of this event in Acts chapter 21, precedes the clearest
revelations of God’s Word concerning the Law of Moses being taken away.

Second, the providence of God will make it so that the Law of Moses
cannot be performed by the entire nation of Israel: believers and
unbelievers alike. In A.D. 70 national Israel is removed from the land, the
temple is destroyed, and therefore all sacrifices cease.

The time of the Act 21 event.

Without even having to go to extra-biblical sources we may discover that
the revelation of God was not given until after this event in Acts chapter 21
took place. First, of all of the letters written by Paul, those which predate
Acts chapter 21 make no reference to his imprisonment or of his being in
Rome. All subsequent letters mention either being in Rome or his being a
prisoner. Below is a listing of the letters of Paul that predate Acts 21, and
those that postdate it.

Letters preceding this event in A.D. Letters that follow this event, in
58, in order as they are in our Bible: | order as they are found in or Bible:
(Makes no prisoner reference) (Contains prisoner/or Rome ref.)
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Romans —A.D. 58

1 & 2 Corinthians - A.D. 56/7 & 58
Galatians — A.D.51

1 & 2 Thessalonians — A.D. 51 & 52
1Timothy — A.D.57/8

Ephesians —A.D. 61
Philippians —A.D. 62
Colossians — A.D. 62

2 Timothy — A.D. 65/66
Hebrews — A.D. 62/3

Philemon — A.D. 62
6 Letters

Titus — A.D.53
8 Letters

Now consider the development of the truth of God’s Word on this subject;
taking the Pauline letters as they stand divided before and after his arrest. |
have given them in a generally accepted chronological order as well.

Galatians: A.D.51; taken alone this could be interpreted to mean
there could be a Jewish church and a Gentile church.

Gal.2.6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat,
(whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God
accepteth no man’s person:) for they who seemed to be
somewhat in conference added nothing to me:

7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the
uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the
circumcision was unto Peter;

8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship
of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the
Gentiles:)

9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be
pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave
to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we
should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

1Thessalonians: (A.D.51);
No issue concerning the law addressed in this letter.

2Thessalonians: (A.D.52)
No issue concerning the law addressed in this letter.
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Titus: (A.D.53); only that Titus avoid strivings about the law; which
could be said in light of a partial revelation concerning the law in this
letter and historically.

Tit 3:9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and
contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are
unprofitable and vain.

1Corinthians: (A.D.56/7) Here circumcision and uncircumcision are
said to be nothing insofar as being accessories to righteousness; but
in way dismisses the practice of circumcision.

1Co 7:19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is
nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.

20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was
called.

2Corinthians: (A.D.58) This is a remarkable statement that needs to
be considered well. The true meaning of it might not have been fully
appreciated until after more revelation of the Word of God.

2Co 3:13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that
the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that
which is abolished:

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth
the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old
testament; which vail is done away in Christ.

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon
their heart.

16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be
taken away.

2Co 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty (¢éAevOepia, freedom). (cf. 2Ti.2.25
in light of this text)

This does not say that when they believe the vail shall be
taken away, but that for those who believe in Christ the
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vail shall be taken away when it shall turn to the Lord to
open their understanding of the removal of Moses’ law.
It is evident that this has not become a reality at our
reading in Acts. Neither Paul nor James, nor the elders
of the church, nor any of the saints understood this
truth as yet.

Romans: (A.D.58): Does not dismiss for the Jew the issues of the Law
of Moses. It simply acknowledges that both the circumcision and the
uncircumcision, Jew and Gentile, are justified by faith; that the law is
established or put in its proper place.

Ro 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith
without the deeds of the law.

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also:

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by
faith, and uncircumcision through faith.

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid:
yea, we establish the law.

1Timothy: (A.D.57/8) Law made for the unrighteous.

1Ti 1:7 Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding
neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.

8 But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully;
9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man,
but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for
sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and
murderers of mothers, for manslayers ...

The following Scriptures mark those letters written after Acts
chapter 21. Notice the clarity of these statements which concern
the law of Moses:

Ephesians: from Rome, (A.D.61); very clear about the law of Moses
being removed.
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Eph 2:14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;
15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in
himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by
the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off,
and to them that were nigh.

18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto
the Father.

Philippians: from Rome, (A.D.62); We are, Jew and Gentile, the true
worshippers of God. (?)

Php 3:3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the
flesh.

Colossians: from Rome, (A.D.62); very clear about the dissolution of
the law of Moses.

Col 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his cross ...

The ordinances of the law stood between the uniting of
the Jews and Gentiles into the same body; if it was
taken out of the way for the one, then it was as equally
taken away for the other.

Philemon: nothing is said that concerns the law; (A.D.62)
Hebrews: (A.D.62/3); the whole letter is to move the believing

remnant of Israel away from the law covenant and into the New
Covenant.
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He. 7: 18 For there is verily a disannulling of the
commandment going before for the weakness and
unprofitableness thereof.

19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a
better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.

He.8.6 9 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry,
by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant,
which was established upon better promises.

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no
place have been sought for the second.

8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah:

9 Not according to the covenant that | made with their
fathers in the day when | took them by the hand to lead them
out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my
covenant, and | regarded them not, saith the Lord.

10 For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of
Israel after those days, saith the Lord; | will put my laws into
their mind, and write them in their hearts: and | will be to them
a God, and they shall be to me a people:

11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know
me, from the least to the greatest.

12 For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins
and their iniquities will | remember no more.

13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made

hath made ... old, temololOKEY; 3" p s, perfind act of
nala10w; KIV Lk.12.33 bag which wax not old; He. 1.11
they all shall wax old as doth a garment; put away our
treasures where they can never deteriorate and the
heavens and the earth deteriorate as a garment in the
usefulness of the purpose of God.
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the first old. [The oldness of the previous covenant is
accomplished.] Now that which decayeth

which decayeth, maloiovpevov; nom, sing, neut, part,
pres, pass of tahadw; is decaying, is become old.

and waxeth old

ynpaokov; root ynpaokw; KIV only other place: Jn.
21.18 When thou shalt be old, thou shalt, thou shalt
stretch forth thy hands ...; to reach the latest stage of
life. From this Greek we have the noun geriatrics.

is ready to vanish away.
to vanish away, adaviopou, gen, sing of ddoviopés;
cf. He.4.13, not to be apparent; disappear] ev tw Aeyewv
KOLLVNV TIEMOAQLWKEV TNV TIPWTNV TO &€ MAAALOULEVOV

KOl YNPOLOKOV £YYUG adaviopou

The law of Moses at this time is on the verge of total
dissipation to the believing Jews.

2Timothy: from Rome, (A.D.65/6)
Nothing is said of the law of Moses.

Showing the progressive revelation of God’s Word on this subject proves:
That Paul was not disingenuous or deceitful to his believing, Jewish
brethren concerning the doctrine he taught among the nations at
that time.

That none of the saints, not Paul, James, the elders, or any Christians

knew just how dissolved the Law of Moses and circumcision at this
time in Acts chapter 21.
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Tovtovg maparaPav ayvicOntt cov adToig Kai damdvnoov €n’ avtoig tva
Eupno@vTol TV KEPAAV Kol YOGV TAVTEG OTL OV KT VIOL TEPL GOV
0V0&V €0TIV QAL GTOLYETC KOl ODTOC TOV VOUOV PUAACC®Y

25 As touching the Gentiles which believe,

TEeMOTEVKOTWY, gen, pl, masc, part, perf of mioTedw; the genitive is used
three times; the nominative is only used twice, Acts 15.5 which believed,
Tit.3.8 which have believed.

Only three times is this verb tense used:
Ac 19.18 And many that believed memioTevkOTWY came, and
confessed, and shewed their deeds.

Ac 21:20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said
unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are
which believe nemioTevk0TWY; and they are all zealous of the law:

we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that
they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from
strangled,

TVIKTOV; acc, sing, neu of mvikTog; Only used three in the NT. (Acts 15.20,
29; 21.25) and always in reference to the conclusion of this conference.

And from fornication.

Again, notice, that James and the elders of the church at Jerusalem know
full well what the council of Acts 15 was all about. It touched on the
application of the Law of Moses to the Gentiles. That cannot be denied.
But it did not answer the application of the Law and circumcision to the
believing Jew. From James’ own remarks he says that while we have
concluded that the Gentiles observe no such thing, we, the believing Jews
shall continue to observe the law of Moses and circumcision.

[Tepi 0€ TV MEMOTEVKOTO®V EOVAV NUETG EMESTEINAUEY KPIVOVTEG UNOEV
TOLODTOV TNPEV aDTOVG €l U] PuAdooesBat avTovg, TO Te EldmAOBVTOV Kai
70, OO KOl TVIKTOV Kol Topveiav
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26 Then Paul took the men, and the next

Eyouévn; dat sing, fem, part, pres, pass of ’éxw, to have, possess; KJV, Acts
20.15; 21.26 next; Lk.13.33 following.

day purifying himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the
accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be
offered for every one of them.

Paul, by so doing, indisputably denied that he was instructing the Jews
among the nations to forsake Moses, and not to circumcise their children.
That is the truth of the matter.

t61e 0 [TadAog maparafmdv ToLg vopag Th ExoUEVN NUEPY GV ATOIG

ayvicBeic ionel €ig 10 1epOV dYYEAL®V TNV EKTANPOGCLY TOV UEPDV TOD
ayviopuod €m¢ oL TPooNVEXON VIEP EVOC EKAGTOL ADTAV 1] TPOGPOPA
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