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Open your Bibles tonight to the book of Psalms, Psalm 13, the 13th Psalm. There are only 
six short little verses in this Psalm. It's in the heading of the Psalm is says, "To the chief 
Musician, A Psalm of David." And if you notice, that's not in italics, that's straight up and
down so that means in the original text that was the beginning of the Psalm. 

Let's read this Psalm tonight and then we're going to exegete these six verses just to bring
out three quick points this evening. Psalm 13.

1 [To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.] How long wilt thou forget 
me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 2 How
long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how
long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? 3 Consider and hear me, O 
LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death; 4 Lest 
mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; and those that trouble me 
rejoice when I am moved. 5 But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart 
shall rejoice in thy salvation. 6 I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath
dealt bountifully with me. 

These six little verses here, it's almost like, I'm not going to say quite it's an imprecatory 
prayer. David is not praying for vengeance to be poured out upon his enemies. David is 
throwing himself a pity party right here in Psalm 13. He's throwing himself a pity party. 

He makes his request in verses 1 and 2. Does he trust in the Lord? Do you all believe that
David trusted in the Lord? The Bible said he was a man after God's own heart, the apple 
of God's eye. The Bible teaches us that from Saul, David and Solomon, that Saul had no 
heart for God, David had a whole heart for God. He was a man after God's own heart but 
yet in his disparity, in his trials, in his troubles, in his conflict, in his tribulation that he's 
going through here, and I'm not exactly sure when he wrote this Psalm, he makes his 
request to the Lord and he says, "How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? It seems like 
you're a million miles away, God. It seems like everything I set my hand to do, nothing 
comes out of it good because, Lord, I believe you have forgotten me and how long, Lord?
How long is it going to be?" David cries and he even asks the rhetorical question here, he 
says, "For ever?" He said, "Lord, have you forgotten about me for ever? When am I 
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going to feel that warm joy and that peace that comes to me by your Spirit? When can I 
get that blessing from on high, God? How long is it going to be? For ever? How long, 
Lord, are you going to hide your face from me? Through the difficulty, through the trials 
and through the persecutions and through the peril that I'm going through, how long, O 
Lord, are you going to forget me? How long are you going to hide your face from me?"

David must have been in a very deep state of depression and anxiety to cry, the man who,
the young boy who slew the giant, who slew Goliath, the man after God's own heart, the 
one that Samuel came and anointed at the house of Jesse, he must have hit rock bottom 
and said, "How long, O Lord?" You see, David had the Scriptures and he had the Holy 
Spirit of God that came and went but he did not have what we have today and that is the 
permanent indwelling and the sealing of the Holy Spirit of God and David hits rock 
bottom here. He says, "Lord, how long?" He says, "I don't know how much more of this I
can take. Lord, how long? You seem like you're a million miles away from me, God."

"How long shall I take counsel in my soul." Oh, let us not take counsel in our own self 
tonight. Let us take counsel in the Lord. Let us take counsel through and by his word and 
what he said and what he's promised because he is faithful. I've got more faith in the Lord
than I've got in myself tonight, do you know that? Because I stumble, I falter, I fail, just 
like King David did and he said, "How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having 
sorrow in my heart daily? Lord, it seems like you're a million miles away. It seems like 
you've forgotten about me. It seems like you've forgotten about my family." It seems like 
David said, "It seems like you've forgotten about the house of David. How long, Lord?" 
A pity party.

This is the request, "how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? Lord, can I win just 
one? Can I get ahead just one time? Can I have just one victory, Lord?" I want you to 
notice the way David is praying here. He has these requests in verses 1 and 2 but look at 
what his reason is in verse 3 and 4, "Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten 
mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death; Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against 
him; and those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved." You notice how I was putting 
an accent or an extenuation on those pronouns? David's throwing him a pity party here 
and he's praying with the wrong reasons, folks. He's saying, "Lord, get me out of this 
trouble, not get me through this trouble for your honor and your glory, but get me out of 
this trouble so that my enemies will no longer rejoice over me." 

Is that how Jesus prayed in the garden of Gethsemane? Was it? No, it was not. What did 
Jesus pray? I'm going to go over here and I'm going to read this, "These words spake 
Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy 
Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee." Jesus said, "Don't get me out of this mess, don't 
get me out of this situation, glorify me and get me through this situation so that I may 
glorify you, O Father." David is saying, "Lord, don't glorify me that I may sing your 
praises and glorify thee," he's saying, "Just get me out of this mess because I can't take it 
anymore. I need some help. Get me out of this situation for me, not for you, Lord." 
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His motives were wrong, folks. He was praying, his request was for the wrong reason, it 
was for David and not for the Lord. How many times do we pray for ourselves and not 
for the honor and the glory of Almighty God? How many times do we ask the Lord, 
"Lord, get me out of this mess," instead of, "Lord, get me through this mess so that I may 
show Christ in my life and that you may be glorified"? No, we are the generation, yes, 
myself included, back 45 years ago, we are what we call ourselves, the tv dinner 
generation. We're the group that grew up on tv dinners, the key lock generation, that 
generation but we're also the generation of self-gratification. We need that instant self-
gratification. We need that quick fix. "Lord, just do it for me so I can get a blessing out of
it." In other words, "Don't do it for your glory." But a lot of times we pray with the wrong
motives and the wrong reasons like David is praying here. He's saying, "Lord, just get me
out of this mess. I can't take it anymore. How long is it going to be, Lord?"

Yes, my friend, trouble is going to come, trials are going to come, and do you know 
what? By the grace of God we'll persevere and we'll get through them but let's not pray to
get out of them, let's pray to get through them for the honor and the glory of God. You 
see, I have something that David did not have, I have the complete canon of the Bible. 
What we have now is a more sure word of prophecy and all of these fruitcakes out there 
that they'll wake up in the morning and say, "God spoke to me," I'm sorry, I'm sorry, do 
you know how the Lord speaks to me? Through his word. Through his word. That's how 
he speaks to me.

So let's look at something tonight. We've looked at the request and we've looked at the 
reason, let's look at what God has said to us tonight. Keep your place marked, we've still 
got two verses in Psalm 13, keep your place marked in Psalm 13 but I want you to turn 
over to Isaiah 43. Well, I've been all through Isaiah this week. I preached Isaiah 45 the 
other night and now we're in Isaiah 43. Let us not forget this, let us not forget the request 
but let us not forget the reason and the reason should be for his honor and for his glory 
because there will be trials, amen? There will be persecutions. There will be trials. There 
will be temptations. We will have trouble in this life and the sad part about it is most of 
the church's trouble does not come from the world, it comes from within. Why? Because 
Satan wants to destroy the work of Christ. That's what he wants to do, he wants to put a 
hindrance somewhere, he wants to put a stumblingblock somewhere even among the 
brothers and sisters. Let us not forget this, there will be troubles. Let us not pray, "Lord, 
get us out of it," but let us pray, "Lord, get us through it so the rest of the world can see 
your greatness, your glory, and your grace."

Isaiah 43. There will be troubles. "But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O 
Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee." Now folks, 
we're not talking about geographical Israel here. David was not, yes, David was 
geographical Israel but David had been redeemed. You say, "You mean to tell me that all 
of those Old Testament saints that went into paradise that were justified by faith, they 
were redeemed?" Yes, sir. That day that the Lord Jesus Christ gave up the ghost, he paid 
their final payment. All of those sacrifices before were just a picture of what he would do,
but not only did he redeem me, but he redeemed David, he redeemed Jacob, he redeemed 
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Abraham, Isaac, he redeemed all of those Old Testament saints that were justified by 
faith and what does that word mean, redeemed? To be bought. To be purchased.

Now folks, we could get into some deep theological waters tonight but I'm not going to 
go there because that's not part of my message tonight, but do you know what? I've been 
bought with a price. I am not my own. I have been bought off of the slave market of sin 
and I have been established on higher ground and set up through the purpose of God's 
grace for his honor and for his glory.

And he says, "Fear not, trouble is coming but I have redeemed thee. I have called thee by 
thy name; thou art mine." Boy, that's personal right there. That's personal with me. Jesus 
said, "I am the Good Shepherd and I call my own sheep by name." What did he tell the 
Pharisees? "You believe not the words I say that I am of my Father, you believe not 
because you are not of my sheep. My sheep hear my voice and they know me and they 
follow me and I lead them out." 

Listen to this: trouble's coming, trouble's coming, there ain't no getting around it. Look at 
verse 2, "When thou passest through the waters," oh, Lord, get me out of this mess. No, 
"Lord, get me through this for your glory," because he said, "I will be with thee," oh, here
comes more trouble, "and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned." Lord, get me out of this mess. No, 
"Lord, get me through this mess for your glory."

"Neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour." Oh, wait a minute, we're talking Savior in the Old Testament. We 
see a foreshadow of what he would do.

What did he say here? He said, "I gave Egypt for thy ransom." Oh my goodness, do you 
realize that tonight? God gave Egypt for Israel. "Hath not the potter the power over the 
clay?" That's a good cross-reference right there, Abraham and Pharaoh. He said, "I gave 
up Egypt for you, for your ransom." 

"Ethiopia and Seba for thee." Oh, do you remember what it says in 1 Peter, we are a 
peculiar people, a chosen generation, a royal priesthood? Do you remember what I told 
you about that word "peculiar"? It doesn't mean funny, it means precious. 

Oh, we're his prized possession. Why? Because he said, "Since thou wast precious in my 
sight." Oh, I've got a rabbit trail. Listen to me, listen to me tonight, church: yes, there's 
going to be trouble, yes, there's going to be hard times come, but yes, we can persevere 
and we can get through it. Do you know why? Because we are precious in his sight. He 
gave it all for us, how much more will he not do for us? He's given it all already. 
Everything that God had, he gave, made himself a man, came and offered himself as our 
substitute, as our sacrifice. "Lord, don't get me out of this mess, bless God, God, get me 
through this mess because I'm precious in thy sight." And I'm not honorable tonight 
because of me, but I'm honorable tonight because of the finished work of Jesus Christ. He
was the honorable man that paid my price.
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"And I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life." 
Trouble's coming but God said, "Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from 
the east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, 
Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; 
Even every one that is called by my name." Pause. Look up here at me: even every one 
that is called by my name. I'm going to turn over here and I'm going to read you 
something right quick, bless God. I don't care how bad it gets, Jesus said, "I'll never leave
you. I'll never forsake you. I'll go with you always even unto the end of the world." He's 
going to be with me on the mountaintops, he's going to be with me in the valleys, he's 
going to be with me in the good times and he's going to be with me in the bad times, do 
you know why? Because I am precious in the sight of the Father and he has chosen me 
and he has called me by my name. He gave me to the Son and John 6:37, Jesus says this, 
"All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out. For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him
that sent me."

Oh, listen to me, church: no matter how bad it gets, know you're his. I don't care how bad 
the storms beat against the ship. What was it Charles Spurgeon, he said, "I've learned to 
kiss the waves that slam me against the Rock of Ages." Bless God, because Jesus said, 
"And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I 
should lose nothing," not even one. Not even one. All of them. He said, "even every one."
In Isaiah 43:7, "Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my 
glory." Oh, my goodness, why were you created? There are a lot of people – listen to me 
– tonight there are a lot of people walking around this world today and they have no 
purpose in life whatsoever because they don't know why they've been put here on this 
planet but I know why I've been put here on this planet, for his glory, for his honor, and 
he even said it right here, "I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I 
have made him."

Oh, my goodness, what was it David prayed? He said, "Lord, get me out of this mess. I 
can't take it anymore." Yeah, the waters are rising, the fires are coming, the floodwaters 
are here. Do you know every single one of these has been fulfilled in Isaiah 43? Even, 
"When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee." When was that fulfilled? Red
Sea. "Through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee," when was that fulfilled? When 
the children of Israel crossed the river of Jordan over into the Promised Land. And oh, 
my goodness,  200 years later, the last part of the verse was fulfilled, 200 years later, he 
wrote this 200 years before Nebuchadnezzar overthrew Babylon, Shadrach and Meshech 
and Abednego was cast into the fiery furnace, but that entire verse has been fulfilled 
because God is faithful to keep his promises, not just to the Jews for God is no respecter 
of person among the men, among the nations that fear him and seek his righteousness, but
that's for me as well too. I don't have to worry about the storms. I don't have to worry 
about the waters, the waves. I don't even have to worry about the fire because he said, 
"I'm with thee. I'm with thee through the trouble."
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We'll read this again, the first four verses of Psalm 13, "How long wilt thou forget me?" 
How in the world could be we say that if we say we believe Isaiah 43? I can't. I can't even
though it may seem like he's a million miles away, I still can't say that. I can't because I 
know he's here. I know he's living in me and I know he's faithful and I know he will not 
forsake his own.

"How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever?" No. No, because I've been made to 
know what Isaiah 43:1-7 really means.

"How long wilt thou hide thy face from me?" No, I can't even say that. Do you know 
why? Because even in the darkest gloomiest part of the night, he is my light. He is my 
light. He is my hope. He is my joy.

"How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily?" Well, if I 
truly believe Isaiah 43:1-7, what do I have to be sorrowful for? I know the storms are 
going to come. I know the waves are going to beat against the ship. I know I'm going to 
have to pass through the fire. But why am I sorrowful? Because I'm his. I am precious in 
his sight. He has chosen me. He has redeemed me. I have been bought with a price for I 
am not my own, therefore glorify God in your mortal bodies.

"How long shall mine enemy be exalted over me?" Well, do you know what? So be it if 
my enemies exalted over me until I leave this world. I reckon the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared to the glories which shall be revealed in us.

Verse 3, "Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the 
sleep of death; Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; and those that trouble 
me rejoice when I am moved." I will not pray to be delivered from the trouble but I will 
pray to persevere through the trouble because I've been made to know what Isaiah 43, 
Isaiah 45, the 23rd Psalm, John 6, John 10, John 17, I've been made to know what all that 
is. And Jesus said, "Do you know what? You're going to suffer for my name's sake. 
You're going to go through trials and tribulations." Thank God the devil is wrestling with 
us, do you know why? If he wasn't wrestling with us – oh, my goodness – we pose a 
threat to Satan, that's why he's taking time out of his schedule and sending the minions 
from hell to try to stop the work of the Gospel and the work of Christ because we pose a 
threat to the devil. That let's me know that we're doing at least something right, bless 
God, we're doing something right and God has chosen us, we're precious in his sight, and 
he said, "I'm going to be with you through the flood, through the water and through the 
fire," and I've been made to know that tonight.

So what am I going to do? Look at verse 5 and 6. Verse 1 and 2 is the request. Verse 3 
and 4 is the reason. But verse 5 and 6 is the rejoicing. "But I have trusted in thy mercy." 
Have you trusted in his mercy tonight? Have you trusted in his grace tonight? Have you 
trusted in the finished work of Christ? Then you can lay hold of his faithfulness and all of
the promises that come with them.

Page 6 of 9



"But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation." I often think at 
times about those missionaries that are overseas and they're locked up in prison for 
preaching the Gospel and they still have more joy in them than we do right here in 
America, a free country with all of our liberties and all of our freedoms. They're rejoicing
in the God of their salvation. It's his salvation and they're rejoicing in that. They've been 
made to know that.

And what else does David do? What else should we do? Listen to me even in the storm, 
even in the waves and the flood, even when we pass through the waters, folks, have you 
ever really thought about what Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego were thinking when 
they took the stand and said, "We will not bow to your God, Nebuchadnezzar." 
Nebuchadnezzar had that furnace heated seven times hotter than normal and the men that 
bound them and threw them in, did you know those men were consumed as soon as the 
furnace was opened? Imagine what was going through those three little Hebrew boys' 
minds. But do you know what? When they got in that fire, they didn't feel a thing, folks. 
They didn't feel a thing. I bet you there was some singing. I bet you there was some 
shouting. I bet you there was some praising going on and old Nebuchadnezzar, old Neb 
looked in and said, "Did not we cast three bound into the furnace?" Oh, but they're 
precious, they're peculiar, they're called by his name, they're chosen and he said, "When 
you pass through the floods, I'll be with you. The water will not come upon you. When 
you pass through the river, you will not drown. You'll be okay and do you know what? 
When you pass through the fire," he said, "I'll be with you and you won't be burned." 

Well, they came out and not even the stench of smoke was on them and Nebuchadnezzar 
said, "Did not we cast three bound, bound?" I was bound once but I've been redeemed. 
He came and unlocked the shackles of sin. He redeemed me. "Why is it now I see four 
standing in the midst and form of the fourth is like unto the Son of God?" Oh my. I think 
old Neb got to see that. He's still a lost man at that time, did you know that? He wasn't a 
believer yet. He was still a lost man but do you know what? He recognized something 
there. He said, "Do you know what? Their God is powerful. Their God is powerful."

"I will sing unto the LORD." In the trials, in the persecutions, in the trouble, in the 
hardship, no matter what's going on in my life or in your life, you should know because 
you've been made a recipient of his grace through and by his salvation, he deals 
bountifully with you. You are precious in his sight. He has called you by name.

"I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. I will sing unto the 
LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me." Do you know a brother said tonight 
that he thanks God just for salvation and for his blessings even though he doesn't deserve 
them. Ain't none of us in here deserves it. Ain't none of us in here. There's none 
righteous, no, not one. There's none that doeth good. There's none that seeketh after God. 
Our mouths are like open sepulchres. All we like sheep have gone astray, every one to his
own way. Oh, but do you know what? He said, "I'll be with you. I chose you. I called 
you. I've saved you. I've justified you. I am sanctifying you." You're going to have 
troubles, you're going to have hard times, things are going to get bad, but Jesus said, "I'm 
right there. I'm right there the whole time." Don't trust in yourself to fix it because you 
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can't fix it but God said, "I can." God said, "I can. My grace, my mercy, my love can fix 
it. My love can fix it," he says.

So what must we do? We made our request. We must change the reason of our request. 
Let's not make it about us. David said, "How long? Me. I. Me, myself and I." No, "Lord, 
get me through this for you so the churches down the road can see what you have done, 
so the people in my family and my friends can see what you have done. Not what I've 
done because I can't trust in my own counsel, but I trust in your only counsel." I've got to 
make my request but my reason has to be changed. It's not about me now, it's got to be 
about him and when it becomes fully and completely about him regardless of the trials, 
regardless of the trouble, regardless of the peril that I'm going through, I can rejoice. I can
rejoice.

"I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. I will sing unto the 
LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me." One more verse I'm going to read to 
you and then we'll close. We take this oh so for granted. No, I'm not going to give you a 
20-30 minute rabbit trail on the sovereignty of God, but this is a very good passage but 
there's just one verse I want to highlight for you tonight. Paul says in Ephesians 1:3, he 
says, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." What did the Psalmist 
tell us in Psalm 13:6? He's dealt bountifully with me. He's dealt bountifully with me. 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us," us here 
tonight that have been born again, regenerated by the Spirit and the power of the living 
God, "who that blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenlies in Christ." 

Do you realize the power that you have access to tonight through and by the finished 
work of Christ? Do you realize the blessings that are available to you tonight through the 
power of the finished work of Jesus Christ? Don't give up. Don't quit. Don't pout. Don't 
even think about turning back because he says, "You're precious in my sight. I'll be with 
you always through the flood, through the water, through the fire." He said, "Just hold on 
to me. Trust in my counsel and not your own. Let's not trust in our own counsel tonight 
because we're but finite men and women that serve an infinite holy God, and do you 
know what? His plan is far better than our plan. It is.

Let us bow our heads.

Heavenly Father, we thank you tonight for your faithfulness, Lord, even through the 
storms of this life we can make our request for the right reason and after that we can 
rejoice in knowing that we're precious in your sight. You've chosen us. You've called us. 
You've redeemed us and you said, "I'll never leave you. I'll never forsake you but I'll go 
with you always even unto the end of the world." Lord, may your word go forth. May it 
charge and challenge and your Spirit change us to be more Christ-like to demonstrate 
that grace and mercy and love that you have put in us through and by the work of 
regeneration through and by the power of your Gospel. Lord, use us, Lord, for your 
honor and for your glory. Lord, teach us how to live. Teach us how to talk. Teach us how
to walk. Teach us how to praise and how to worship in a manner, Lord God, that you 
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would be ever so pleased with for it is for your honor and for your glory. In Jesus' name 
and amen.
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