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1 Corinthians 12:12–27 
 
The Standard For Church Life (v12) 
The image. 
 
Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to 
all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 
obtained with his own blood. 
1 Peter 5:2 shepherd the flock of God that is among 
you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, 
but willingly, as God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; 
1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are God’s fellow workers. 
You are God’s field, God’s building. 
1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are 
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 
Ephesians 3:15 from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, 
 
The high view of the church. 
 
Hebrews 10:5–7 Consequently, when Christ came 
into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you 
have not desired, but a body have you prepared for 
me; 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have 
taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have 
come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in 
the scroll of the book.’ ” 
Ephesians 5:25–32 Husbands, love your wives, as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 
26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he 
might present the church to himself in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same 
way husbands should love their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For 
no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 
because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a 
man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 
This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it 
refers to Christ and the church. 
 

The Power Foundation For Church Life (v13) 
A. Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
 
Ephesians 1:19 & 20 and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might 20 that 
he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, 
Ezekiel 37:5 & 6 Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and 
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, 
and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 
Ezekiel 36:37 & 38 “Thus says the Lord God: This 
also I will let the house of Israel ask me to do for 
them: to increase their people like a flock. 38 Like 
the flock for sacrifices, like the flock at Jerusalem 
during her appointed feasts, so shall the waste cities 
be filled with flocks of people. Then they will know 
that I am the Lord.” 
John 1:11–13 He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 
John 3:6–8 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” 
Colossians 2:9 & 10 For in him the whole fullness of 
deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been filled in 
him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 
Colossians 2:9 & 10 (KJV 1900) For in him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10 And ye are 
complete in him, which is the head of all 
principality and power: 
Romans 8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but 
in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 



you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him. 
Ephesians 1:13 & 14 In him you also, when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory. 
Romans 8:16 & 17 The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
B. Spiritual growth & maturity. 
 
1 Peter 2:1–3 So put away all malice and all deceit 
and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 Like 
newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, 
that by it you may grow up into salvation—3 if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Philippians 3:12–15 Not that I have already obtained 
this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press 
on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are 
mature think this way, and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 
James 1:2–4 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you 
meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And 
let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  
Ephesians 4:15 & 16 Rather, speaking the truth in 
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love. 
Hebrews 10:24 & 25 And let us consider how to stir 
up one another to love and good works, 25 not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near. 
Matthew 28:18–20 And Jesus came and said to them, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 
teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” 
2 Timothy 2:2 and what you have heard from me in 
the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men, who will be able to teach others also. 
 
The Metaphor of Church Life (Verses 14-26) 
- Connectivity 
 
Romans 12:4 & 5 For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do not all have the 
same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
 
- No comparison 
 
Romans 12:3 For by the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with 
sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. 
 
- Simplicity in complexity 
 
Romans 12:3 For by the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with 
sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. 
 
- No division 
 
1 Corinthians 3:1–3 But I, brothers, could not address 
you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as 
infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid 
food, for you were not ready for it. And even now 
you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. 
For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are 
you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human 
way? 
 
- Interwoven care 
 
Romans 12:15 & 16 Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with 
one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with 
the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 
Romans 12:9 & 10 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is 
evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another 
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. 
Ephesians 4:15 & 16 Rather, speaking the truth in 
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every joint with 



which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love. 
 
The Challenge of Church Life (Verse 27) 
A. The corporate view. 
 
Hebrews 12:22–24 But you have come to Mount Zion 
and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge 
of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel. 
Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to 
all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 
obtained with his own blood. 
 
B. The individual view. 
 
Ephesians 4:11–16 And he gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until 
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, 
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 
craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking 
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom 
the whole body, joined and held together by every 
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love. 
Romans 12:1–5 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by 
the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with 
sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we 
have many members, and the members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are 

one body in Christ, and individually members one 
of another. 


