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“I CHARGE YOU IN GOD’S PRESENCE” 

Ordination Charge For Pastor Daniel Davilmar 

April 23, 2017, 7:30 and 10:30 AM 

II Timothy 4: 1-5 – delivered by Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Over 150 years ago, a powerful 19th century Puritan poet, Josiah Holland, knew the 

remedy for America. He said, “God give us men. A time like this demands strong 

minds, great hearts, true faith, and ready hands; men whom the lust of office 

cannot buy; men who will not lie; men who will stand before a popular leader and 

condemn his treacherous flatteries without winking; tall men, sun crowned, who 

live above the fog; in public duty and private thinking.” Yes, I agree, God give us 

men. The apostle Paul declared in I Corinthians 16: 13, “Be watchful, stand firm in 

the faith, act like men, be strong.” It is my high honor, privilege, and joy to come 

to you today with this ordination message to you, Pastor Daniel Davilmar, a 

veteran pastor and church planter. God has given us in the EFFC a man for our 

time, for His church, and with his wife and family, a man to serve for His glory.  

 

Please know that God is glorified when ordaining hands are laid upon a workman 

such as Pastor Daniel, “a workman who does not need to be ashamed,” II Timothy 

2: 15, “handling accurately the Word of truth.” Pastor Daniel is not a pastor out to 

grow mushrooms. He prayerfully desires to be used of God to see God build 

mighty oaks for Him and for His glory. When grows comes too rapidly, it withers 

and dies just as rapidly. That which grows slowly and steadily, is what endures.  

 

I bring this charge primarily to you, Pastor Daniel and I will give you a copy of 

this message to bring home to your wife, Junise and to your children. I am giving 

you this message also to bring home to your new congregation, Grace Christian 

Center, in the greater Atlanta, Georgia area, in the suburb of Lawrenceville, 

Georgia. I am following the Lord in setting a benchmark from the Word of God for 

your people to always hold you to, and to remind all of our congregation here in 

Rock Springs to hold to. We need accountability to God’s Word in our 

congregations. That is one of the greatest gifts a pastor will ever know and 

experience in his church. I charge your people, Pastor Daniel, as I charge all of us 

today here in Rock Springs EFC, to empower and encourage your pastor and 

pastors by always desiring the sincere milk and meat of the Word. Don’t ever seek 

for your pastor to preach easy messages so you can be easy Christians. The prophet 

Hosea (in Hosea 4: 6) in 780 BC spoke in sadness to God’s people, saying, “My 

people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” The prophet Amos warned in Amos 

8: 11, 12 in 787 BC, “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord God, when I 

will send a famine on the land, not a famine for bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 

hearing the words of the Lord, They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north 
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to east; they shall run to and fro, to seek the word of the Lord, but they shall not 

find it.” May that tragedy never happen here, beloved, or for your people, Pastor 

Daniel at Grace Christian Center in Lawrenceville, Georgia. “I charge you, in the 

presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and 

by His appearing and His kingdom, preach the Word!” (II Timothy 4: 1, 2a) 

Beloved, the preaching of the Word of God needs to be the main event in our 

worship of the Lord. And the main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing. 

Preaching the Word was the main thing for the apostle Paul as he brought his 

sacred charge to Timothy. This ordination message is all about—this main event. 

Paul defines what sacred preaching requires. Paul charges every ordained pastor 

with five requirements God gives to ordained ministers. What are they? I solemnly 

charge you Pastor Daniel with these five requirements: 

 

PREACHING THE WORD REQUIRES A SOLEMN READINESS OF 

HEART AT ALL TIMES. (I.) Notice verse 2, “Be ready in season and out of 

season.” Pastor Daniel, this solemn requirement of preaching the Word doesn’t 

mean laughter can never occur. It does not mean that preaching must be void of joy 

and gladness. Yet preaching the Gospel can never be an attempt to amuse. Any 

minister with an insecurity about whether he should preach or not, should stop 

preaching until the Lord rings the bell of his heart with this solemn call. When that 

solemn call is secure as it is in you, Pastor Daniel, then that solemn call requires a 

solemn readiness of heart to preach at all times. 

 

Knowing in whose presence you and I preach, Pastor Daniel, we must never be 

flippant. Paul states, in our text, in verse 1, that our preaching is in the presence of 

God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead. Preaching is 

always with the knowledge, verse 1, that Christ could return at any time, “by His 

appearing,” to rule and reign in His kingdom. We preach with that readiness for 

His return, verse 1—so I charge you by Christ’s appearing and His kingdom, 

preach the Word, Pastor Daniel. This readiness is to “ be ready in season and out of 

season.” The Greek word for “in season,” eukairos, means well-timed, opportune, 

convenient, and a season--in time of need. Be ready to preach when you see you 

are up next in the bulletin and you are well-prepared. But Paul uses another word, 

akairos which means unseasonable, inopportune, and out of season. So what is 

Paul requiring? What is the assignment? Winston Churchill was speaking to the 

House of Commons one day when he gave this advice: "We must always be ready 

to meet at our average moment, the thing that any possible enemy could hurl 

against us at his selected moment." Pastor Daniel, Satan could hurl a deadly 

temptation at you at any given moment. The phone could ring with terrible news 

about a friend or about your wife and family. A police officer could knock on your 

door to inform you of a tragedy in your family. Trials come with such a force that 
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they can blow us off course. Temptation can strike at our backside and give us 

spiritual whiplash! It is not God's will that we have a vacancy of temptation or 

trials, but rather, that we have victory in our temptations and trials. There must 

never be a moment when we give in to the enemy and give away our anointing and 

our calling because we have chosen a mess of pottage as Esau did. Preaching the 

Word requires a solemn readiness of heart--at all times. Secondly, it requires: 

 

PREACHING THE WORD REQUIRES A PATIENT INSTRUCTING OF 

TEACHABLE HEARERS. (II.) Notice verse 2, “Reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 

with complete patience and teaching/instruction.” Now the words, “I charge you or 

I solemnly charge you,” mean “protest earnestly and keep witnessing even if it 

means death. Pastor Daniel, be willing to die for the Gospel. With that kind of 

preaching, pastoring requires a deep heart of patient love for our people. You will 

hear folk tell you that folk in our generation have attention spans too short to listen 

to a message over ten minutes long. Just remember, the flock you are preaching to 

love the Word—don’t they? That’s why are part of your church. Preach to eager,  

teachable hearts! If folks get fidgety, look for someone taking notes and drinking 

in the word. That’s what I do. Preach to them. Patiently instruct them. This patient 

instruction will take on different forms for different folks on different occasions.  

 

To reprove means to rebuke in the hopes of leading a person to conviction of sin. 

God requires you do that at times. A man came in for counsel who refused to read 

the Word. His wife was threatening divorce. Preaching the Word required reproof. 

Rebuke means to admonish strongly. It means to bear down with heavy pressure 

upon someone with the Word. It is Nathan the prophet confronting David’s 

adultery, deception and murder with “You are the man!” The word exhort comes 

from a word which means to implore and beseech or beg. It may require that you 

put your arm around a leader in your church and beg them in Jesus’ Name to 

repent of sin. The Greek word for patience means a long temper, forbearance, and 

longsuffering. The word for teaching or instruction means teach what is necessary 

for your flock to learn. Jim Elliott, the martyr to the Auca Indians, spoke as a 

young man of spiritual drought in America in a wartime mentality. He wrote, “I do 

not understand why I have never seen in America what missionaries write about—

that sense of swords being drawn, the smell of war with demon powers…our 

warfare too often is merely a sham fight with shadows, a cold war of weary 

words.” Pastor Daniel, I charge you to patiently teach your flock with an awareness 

of the times. Thirdly, what does preaching the Word require? 

 

PREACHING THE WORD REQUIRES A DOCTRINAL PURITY THAT 

REJECTS POPULARITY. (III.) Verse 3,4 state it profoundly, “For the time is 

coming when people will not endure sound teaching or doctrine; but having itching 
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ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions; and 

will turn away from listening to the truth, and wander off into myths.” Pastor 

Daniel, be aware that the appetite of the Word of God is in jeopardy today. The 

reason Paul tells us that God will send strong delusion in the final days when the 

man of sin is revealed, is because people “did not receive the love of the truth so as 

to be saved.” (II Thessalonians 2: 11) Hit the nail on the head. We cannot be 

seeking words so as not to offend. Jesus told His disciples, in Matthew 10: 16, 

“Behold I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be wise as 

serpents, and innocent as doves.” God hasn’t sent us out to dance with wolves. 

Thank God, Pastor Daniel, you are a man of the Book who stays doctrinally pure.  

Paul tells us that the day will come when folk will not endure, or put up with sound 

teaching or doctrine. Never be pressured by anyone inside or outside the church to 

preach a certain way. Endure means to have and to hold. Millions today cannot 

endure each other—to have and to hold, and it should not surprise us that many 

cannot sit through a doctrinally pure message. They want their ears to be tickled.  

 

This word itching, is used only this once in the Word. It is knetho. It means to 

scrape, to scratch, to tickle or itch a spot that is just dying to be scratched or itched. 

Many folk are looking for soothing words that make them feel good-- like a dog or 

cat in our home that rolls over and wants us to scratch them on their stomach. We 

may have folk leave our church for another, seeking to be doctrinally scratched 

only where they desire. The word “accumulate,” teachers, means to go off looking 

for additional things of the same kind or to pile up more of the same. King Ahab 

pulled this stunt of piling up 400 prophets who prophesied what he wanted—

always the same thing. Micaiah, son of Imlah, the 401st prophet wouldn’t tickle 

Ahab’s ears, so he suffered bread and water in prison for it. You may suffer the 

loss of popularity, Pastor Daniel, or suffer the loss of people from attending your 

church, or deeper losses. Reject popularity. Remain doctrinally pure. Fourthly,  

 

PREACHING THE WORD REQUIRES SOBER ENDURANCE 

WHATEVER THE HARDSHIP. (IV.) Verse 5 states,  “As for you, always be 

sober-minded, endure suffering or hardship…” Double back to verse 4, Pastor 

Daniel. The heap of teachers will be after people’s own passions. The word for 

passions is epithumia meaning that which is forbidden and longed for, which is 

obsessively craved and lusted for. Sin has lost its stigma today in America. Is that 

true in Atlanta and Dacula as it is here? The word for sober, nepho means abstain 

from wine, keep sober, be discreet, use godly caution, be watchful, prudent, 

guarded, discerning in conduct, and free from the influence of drugs, alcohol or 

intoxicants. Let moral alertness and a cool, sober presence of mind be your badge, 

Pastor Daniel. Don’t let anything dull or deprive you of a full sense of sensibility 

or make you a victim of the world’s desires, crazes, fads, rages, and manias.  
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Endure hardship. This word kakopatheo means undergo hardship, affliction and 

trials without complaining, grumbling and without regret. Endure means we must 

run up against prejudice, ridicule, opposition, and worse—we must run up against 

blank indifference. It isn’t easy. Enduring hardship is really showing love in hard 

times. Enduring hardship reminds me of a sweet elderly husband in his 90’s with a 

sweet elderly wife the same age who are still friends even after they’ve known 

each other so well, including all their individual warts and idiosyncrasies. Enduring 

is helping your congregation know that their individual names are safe in your 

mouth, even when you are home alone. It means you not only know how to rejoice 

with those that rejoice, but you continually learn to weep with those that weep. It 

means sometimes that is your preaching job. Your job is to help a burdened soul 

get it out and cry so you cry with them. 5thly, lastly, preaching the Word requires- 

 

PREACHING THE WORD REQUIRES THE DESIRE TO WIN SOULS 

WHICH FULFILLS YOUR MINISTRY. (V.) Paul writes in verse 5b, – “Do the 

work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” Very few pastors are also evangelists. 

Yet all ordained pastors are required to do the work of an evangelist. Being a 

parent doesn’t mean you have the special gift of changing diapers, but you must do 

that work with a desire to get better at it, even as a husband. Being a husband 

doesn’t require that you do dishes, but it does require that you help your wife and 

desire to do dishes better as you practice. None of us, either you, Pastor Daniel, nor 

anyone in your congregation or in this congregation, who knows Jesus, is exempt 

from the wise stewardship God has given us all to share the good news of the 

Gospel. This is a stretch—I know, and every ordained man must let God stretch 

him. It is when a runner is forced to run another unwanted lap that he comes to 

fulfill his reason to be a runner. He now has the potential to finish the race.  

 

Pastor Daniel, I close with the words of Pastor Phillips Brooks. I pray it for myself, 

for you, for your wife Junise, and for everyone here and there in Dacula, who 

knows the Lord. “Do not pray for easy lives; pray to be stronger men! Do not pray 

for tasks equal to your powers; pray for powers equal to your tasks. Then the doing 

of your work shall be no miracle, but you shall be a miracle.” The word “fulfill” -- 

plerophoreo means fully persuade, make full proof of, and bring in full measure. 

Like Archippus of old, in Colossians 4: 17, so I say to you, Pastor Daniel, and 

afresh I say to each of us as pastors here at Rock Springs Evangelical Free Church, 

and I say to you, elders and deacons, and men and women of God, “Take heed to 

the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.” I love 

you Pastor Daniel. I love you all! 1,2,3,4,5. Let’s pray! Call elders forward for the 

public laying on of hands. Amen. 


