
Sermon Series: The Good, The Goad, The Guide: Ten Commandments 
 
Sermon Text: 1 Timothy 1:8; Romans 3:19-31 The Law Is a Goad: The Second Lawful Use of the Law 
 
Because the law indicts every human as a covenant-breaker, we use it lawfully to drive people to faith in Christ alone 
for justification. 
We lawfully use the law to: 
1) Explain the relation of people to God in the covenant of works (Rom. 3:19a; cf. 5:12-21) 

a) Covenant of Works in Adam (5:12-21; background Gen. 2-3; Isa. 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:12-19; Hos. 6:7) 
i) Parties: God and all humanity in Adam (representative head of all his posterity) 
ii) Promise: Reward of life  
iii) Proviso: Condition of personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience to God 
iv) Premonition/Penalty: Death for disobedience (sin, condemnation, death to all through one; Rom. 5:12-21) 

b) Jews and Gentiles Equally Bad Off In Relation to God 
i) “None is righteous, no, not one.” (3:9-10) 
ii) “whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law” (3:19)— advantage of law increased 

sinfulness of sin (cf. Luke 12:48) 
2) Hold people accountable to God (Rom. 3:19b-20a) 

a) God Himself Confronts People in the Law: “the law speaks so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God” (3:19; cf. 2:16) 

b) The Law Condemns Every Human Being: “by the works of the law no human being will be justified in His sight” 
(3:20; cf. Gal. 2:16) 

c) Judicial and Therapeutic categories for sin: “Sin is lawlessness” (1 John 3:11). 
d) Application: 

i) Evangelism: covenantal obligation; primarily to do with God; gospel concerns reconciliation with God 
ii) Public Discourse: humanity’s covenant with God in Adam with national and individual implications 

3) Show people their specific sins (Rom. 3:20b, 23) 
a) “through the law comes the knowledge of sin” (v. 20) 
b) “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (v. 23) 
c) Paul’s “vice lists” (1 Tim. 1:9-10; Gal. 5:19-21; Eph. 5:3-5; Col. 3:5) 

i) Application: Naming sin privately in personal conversation and publicly as the Church 
4) Drive people to faith in Christ alone for justification (3:21-26) 

a) Justification—Faithfulness of Christ Graciously Imputed to Sinners and Received by Faith Alone 
i) Not of Works: “the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law” (v. 21)—God’s covenant 

faithfulness shown apart from man’s obedience to the law 
ii) Imputed Righteousness Received by Faith: “the righteousness of God through [the faithfulness of] Jesus 

Christ, for all who have believed” (v. 22) 
iii) Perfectly Gracious: “justified by His grace as a gift” (v. 24)—all of grace 
iv) Perfectly Just: “through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by 

His blood” (vv. 24-25) 
b) Application: 

i) Great relief to the helpless 
ii) Great offense to self-righteous 
iii) All to the Glory of God’s Justice and Grace 

5) Promote humility among believers (3:27-30) 
a) “Then what becomes of our boasting?  It is excluded.” (v. 27; cf. 1 Cor. 4:7) 
b) Application: 

i) “One beggar telling another beggar where to find food.” 
ii) Paul’s “self-image” (1 Cor. 15:9; Eph. 3:8; 1 Tim. 1:15) 

 
Doxology: I will extol You, my God and King, and bless Your name forever and ever.  Every day I will bless You and 

praise Your name forever and ever.  Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and His greatness is unsearchable. 

(Psalm 145:1-3) 


