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This morning we do begin a journey not just through the book of Job but the person of 
Job. If you're not familiar with where his story is located, it's a pretty place to find in the 
Bible, actually turn in the middle of your Bible to the book of Psalms and take a hard left 
and you'll find 42 chapters devoted to the life, and more particularly, the struggle of a 
man by the name of Job. Also I want to encourage you this morning if you're able to, to 
have at your resources the book of 2 Timothy 3. Now I don't want to give you a spoiler 
alert but when we turn to 2 Timothy 3 we're right at the end of the message.

But today we begin a walk through the story of a man by the name of Job and this may 
seem somewhat conflicting to you because it was last week in this very place, at this very
time, that we celebrated the event of events, the fact that Jesus Christ raised from the 
grave to offer and to give us eternal life through his sacrifice and his resurrection. So why
would we today just one week later would we turn to probably one of the most difficult 
and despairing stories in all of the Bible? Because last time I checked, life is composed of
more valleys than it is mountains, life is composed of more heartache than it is 
celebration and today as we turn to the person and the book of Job, I want to remind you 
that the great prophet Ezekiel in the midst of the Babylonian captivity, the Israelites 
finding themselves for 70 years literally enslaved by them, losing their culture, losing 
their voice, in the midst of their sorrow in chapter 14, verse 14, Ezekiel makes this 
statement, "Let us remember Noah, Daniel and Job." Think about that. He doesn't just 
make the Hall of Fame, he makes the Hall of Fame of Hall of Fames. Now there's a 
common thread with those three individuals. Noah was the only voice of righteousness in
the midst of a world that was nothing but wickedness. Daniel was the only one who 
continued to pray when the people said you can't pray. And Job is the only one in the 
story who stays faithful in the midst of the suffering and the anguish.

Today we're going to be introduced to Job, the man, the myth and the legend. Beginning 
in verse 1 of chapter 1 it says, 

1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man 
was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 2 
And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters. 3 His 
substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and 
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five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred donkeys, and a very great 
household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east. 4 
And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent 
and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them. 5 And it was
so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and 
sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt 
offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that 
my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job 
continually. 

Let's talk about this man Job for just a moment because the very first verse of this book 
of the Bible tends to cause some distance for us. Listen to his description: he is perfect, 
he is upright, he fears God, he eschews evil, and immediately we begin to kind of 
distance ourselves saying, "That's not me." Not so fast. You know, the Bible makes it 
clear there is only one who is perfect and that is God himself, and so when this passage is
utilized this isn't the only time, in fact, there are two sagas in the first two chapters where 
whom we know as Satan and God have a conversation regarding the person of Job and 
God describes Job as being perfect. 

Now none of us would believe that God would put Job on equal plane with himself, in 
fact, the Bible says there is none like God, his ways are higher than our ways, his 
thoughts are higher than our thoughts, so when God declares he's perfect, I want you to 
understand that God's really doing something we do every single day and don't realize it. 
Maybe it's in a sporting event. Maybe it's in a business decision. Maybe you've asked 
somebody to complete a task for you and let's just imagine for the sake, you've requested 
something and somebody says, "Well, how did they do?" And you respond, "They were 
perfect." You're not saying they're sinless. You're not saying they're without fault. What 
you're stating is that they accomplish and they were what they were asked to be at the 
time. When God declares that Job is perfect, he is upright, what he's basically saying is 
that his standing with God is exactly where it needs to be. He has been and he is who God
desires him to be at that time. He's walking with God. He's walking in faith.

Allow me to pull back for just a moment. How do we describe this in our context today? 
If God were to describe you as this person is perfect and upright, none of us qualify as 
God describes himself but, you know, the Bible says that we all have a sin condition, that 
the wages of our sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. If we do as the Bible says, we confess our sins, we ask Jesus to save us, then 
according to the Bible we are saved, we are redeemed, we are born again, we are called 
the sons and the daughters of God, and when we believe, God can look at you and say, 
"They are perfect and upright in their standing with me," because you have responded 
appropriately to what God has revealed to you. The difference is your state. It's one thing 
to believe and let me go ahead and say this, this morning: it's easy to get saved, it's hard 
to live it. It's easy to say, "I've got a sin problem. Jesus, save me." Do you know what's 
hard to do? Wake up the next day. It's easy to come to Easter and say the tomb is empty, 
do you know what's hard? Monday morning.
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So the difference between our standing and our state, notice what it says in verse 1, yes, 
he was perfect, he was upright – this is what's important – he feared God and eschewed 
evil. In other words, he lived out his faith so that he gravitated toward the things of God 
and he removed himself from that which was not of God. You see, as a born again Bible 
believing Christian, your standing is you're saved, the question is where is your state? 
Where is your walk? Where is your trust? Where is your allowing God to walk you 
through life as with Job even if you don't hear his voice, see his hand, and if everything 
around you is absolutely positively falling apart? Let me remind you though he is not on 
the ash heap as of yet in the passage we've just read, everything that befalls Job God did 
not only know it was going to happen, he allowed it to do so.

So let's deal with the myth. We talk about Job and all the conflict that came to his life and
one of the things I've learned that when it comes to the person in the book of Job we have
a whole lot more opinions than we do fact. So fast forward in chapter 1 to verses 20 
through 22. I want to remind you we'll deal with this more specifically next week. The 
first challenge has occurred. All 10 of his children have lost their lives. His livestock is 
gone. His finances have evaporated. In fact, as far as tangible resources and relationships,
the only person that is left in his life is his wife and four friends who we'll meet a little bit
later in the story. And I want to talk about the reason that the suffering happened and this 
is where it's going to get a little dicey for us and this is where we need to kind of get in 
the weeds for just a moment because I want to read verse 20 through 22, listen to verse 
22 very closely when we get there. It says, 

20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down
upon the ground, and worshipped, 21 And said, Naked came I out of my 
mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the 
LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. [Look at verse
22,] 22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

So today I want to spend some time talking about the reason that suffering happens, the 
reason that heartache happens, the reason that difficulties in life occur. There is only one 
of two reasons that you walk through the valley of the shadow of death. A) is sin has 
occurred and we are reaping the consequences. B) is that you find yourself much like the 
person of Job.

Now let's begin with the A because we understand that we live in a sin-laden world. Let 
me give you one of the great adages of life. I didn't come up with it. I didn't originate it. It
doesn't matter who did, it's that good. You get to choose your sin, you don't get to choose 
your consequences. Oh, and by the way, when we talk about the consequences of sin, you
don't get to choose how others sin and how their consequences affect you. Think about 
that for just a moment. When we decide to step out of God's will, when we decide to 
carve our own path, who are we to get upset with God when the "stuff befalls," when all 
the anguish befalls, when all the despair befalls, when all the carnage is around us? We 
can choose our sin, we don't get to choose the consequences. Here's what makes Job so 
difficult: he didn't sin. He loses his family, he loses his finances, he loses his future, he 
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loses his reputation, he loses everything that we would hold dear in life and the Bible 
makes it clear he did not sin.

So why would God take someone who is his child, why would God take someone is his 
son or daughter and allow what happened in Job's life to happen? What I'm about to share
with you is a very difficult pill to swallow but it's biblical. The book of 1 Peter 1, it says 
that when trials and difficulties come in our life, they are needed so for a time period so 
that we might become more like him. I don't want to get the proverbial cart before the 
horse but we've read a lot of numbers here in regards to his "stuff of life," when we get to
chapter 42, guess what? All those numbers increase. His responsibility increases. The 
number of children doesn't increase and we'll talk about that when we get to chapter 42. 
But as far as the "stuff of life," in other words, when we talk about the reason for 
suffering, we've got to do much like David did in Psalm 139, he says, "God, if there's any
iniquity in me, show me." The first step when life falls apart is say, "God, if I've sinned 
against you, I need to deal with it." If you cannot come to a conclusion that sin has 
occurred in your life, then God has just given you the greatest compliment that you'll 
never appreciate, he has said, "I've got something more for you. I've got something better 
for you. I've got to prepare you."

Can you imagine in any athletic endeavor, let's just take the sport of football because we 
all miss it, we can't wait for it to return. Let's take it. Can you imagine if a football coach 
came in the locker room and said, "Guys, we're four months away from our first game. 
Don't worry about working out. Don't worry about lifting weights. Go home, play Xbox 
and eat Twinkies all day long and it'll all be good." Why is it that they get them up at dark
30? Why is it that they punish them in the weight room? It's because they know that 
they've got to become stronger. They're not making them lift weights because they did 
something wrong, they're making them lift weights so they could so something greater. 
The reason if sin is not a part of the equation that God allows the stuff of life, the 
heartache of life, the despair of life, it's not because he's punishing you, he's preparing 
you for greater things.

So what's our response? Notice what Job does, he falls down and he worships. Can I just 
go ahead and be transparent on behalf of all of us? When life falls apart usually the last 
place we want to go is church. Do you know why? I do it too, you get mad at God. By the
way, can I give you permission to get a little upset with God for a moment? If you don't 
believe me that it's biblical read the Psalms. David gets upset, he says, "Why have you 
allowed the enemies to surround me? Why have you allowed my life to be put in 
danger?" You know, the last time I checked God had something pretty big for David, did 
he not? David had to learn to trust him and basically David is crying out in the Psalms 
going, "I haven't sinned against you, God. Why is everything falling apart?" There is that 
one story with Bathsheba but that's another message for another day.

What's our response? You see, if we "do a soul check" and we discover we have rebelled 
against God, 1 John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and he is just to 
forgive us." Now forgiveness does not always mean restoration, sometimes things are 
broken "beyond repair" in this world, but nonetheless forgiveness is what we should seek 
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more than restoration. But what if we look at the world within our home and outside of 
our home and you can honestly say, "I feel a lot like Job. I don't believe I've gone 
contrary to God but everything has fallen apart." What does Job do? He gives you a 
model, he worships. He falls down before God and he acknowledges. You see, one of the 
things that is so difficult about being wrapped in human flesh as a believer in Jesus Christ
is this is not your home and you're simply waiting until you get to your home but you've 
still got to wake up in this fleshly home and deal with the pain and the heartache of life 
every single day. How did he respond? He worshiped. 

So let's talk about Job, the legend. You know, we talk about legends all the time. They're 
a legend in their field. They're a legend in their sport, whatever it may be. Who is or what
is a legend? It is somebody who, can we say it, has done it better than anybody else. You 
know, sometimes we have what we call legends games. You know what we do in legends
games, we bring a bunch of old broken down players and try to watch them play ball 
again, that's what we do. A legends game is those that their reputation far exceeds 
anything we could describe them with.

So let's talk about what we know as the legend of Job. Do you know what he's known 
for? Patience. Now you've heard the old adage don't ever pray for patience, right, because
according to James 1 it says the only way that you and I can receive patience is to go 
through trials. Let's talk about a trial for just a moment. Turn over to chapter 2, verses 9 
and 10. Not only has his family been removed, not only have his finances been 
evaporated, now his body has been struck with sores from the top of his head to the 
bottom of his foot. He is seated on an ash heap. From the rest of the story this is where he
will be. You say, "The ash heap, that sounds bad, it doesn't sound too bad." Let me 
describe for you what the ash heap was. They would take the waste of the culture, are you
reading between the lines? They would take the waste, they would remove it and burn it 
and he's sitting on top of it. That's where he is and he is taking a piece of old pottery and 
he is scratching the sores that have gathered from the top of his head to the bottom of his 
foot.

Here in verse 9 through 11 of chapter 2, verses 9 and 10, it says, 

9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse 
God, and die. 10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish 
women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 

Do you know why we call somebody a legend? It's because they stuck with it when 
others quit. You know, never does anybody have a great rookie season and we put them 
in the Hall of Fame. In fact, one of the things we do with most sports is we say after you 
retire you've got to wait five years, three years, whatever it may be, and we evaluate and 
we look at are they truly worthy of legendary status.

You know, the book of James, as I mentioned, says when we desire patience we get it 
through trials, through tribulations, when you get to James 5:11, do you know what the 
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Bible says? "Remember the patience of Job." You see, every time you turn around this 
character is being mentioned for his faithfulness, for his patience. It'll be in chapter 42, 
the last chapter that we see his family gathered unto him. It will be in the last chapter that 
we see his flocks expanded. It'll be in the last chapter where we see Job in our 
terminology not just restored but getting exceedingly abundantly more than he ever 
thought he would get from the hands of God. I'm going to ask the proverbial obvious 
rhetorical question: what if he had quit in chapter 31? What if he had quit in chapter 37? 
What if he had quit in chapter 39? You see, patience is hanging in there with God when 
you can't see him, you can't hear him, and you're questioning if he even knows who you 
are. 

The patience of Job. We live in a world today of instant gratification. As if it wasn't 
enough, if you live in the right city now, you can utilize a certain membership and get 
your package within two hours. You've done it. I've done it. You've gone through the 
drive-through of a fast food restaurant and gotten upset it took more than two minutes. 
Thanks to broadband technology, we're upset if we don't get an instant download, any 
question at the tips of our Google fingertips. We've become a culture nowadays even as 
believers, we don't stick it out for anything. We want it not just now, we want what we 
want and we want it yesterday. And yet Job never saw with his eyes, he never heard with 
his ears for 41 chapters. I daresay that most of us, including myself, would have washed 
my hands of this and said, "This is ridiculous."

You've heard the old adage, right, insanity is doing the same thing over and over again 
expecting different results? You know that's what his friends accused him of? "Job, 
you're insane. Why do you keep trusting God?" What does he say? "Why should we 
accept good and not the opposite. Naked I came into the world, naked I shall return." Job 
is a legend because he hung in there when most of us would not. He has set the bar that 
no matter what we lose, no matter what betrays us, what abandons us, that God will never
leave us and he will never forsake us.

So here's the prophetic. Turn to 2 Timothy 3. You say, "The prophetic?" Job, in case 
you're curious, has actually been attributed by most as probably, as far as its inspiration 
and being written down, one of, if not the oldest books of the Bible. In fact, we'll discuss 
in the weeks ahead that he probably, Job, was a contemporary of what we know as Jacob 
and Esau. We cannot take his story and leave it back then. It resonates with us not just 
because heartache and hardships come, not because suffering is a reality, but Job is a 
prophetic picture of what lies ahead for you as a believer in Jesus Christ. Now before we 
get to 2 Timothy 3, I want you to pause for just a moment. We resonate with Job because 
it is our story. We suffer. It's despair. There's heartache. There's pain. There's misery. 
How would you feel if I told you the worst is yet to come? You'd say, "Well, that'll win 
friends and influence people." The worst is yet to come. 

Notice what it says, verse 1, "know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come." 
Verse 2, "For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, disobedient to parents, disobedient to parents,  
unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
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fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away." I've got news for you: if you think the waters hot today, hold on 
for tomorrow because, ladies and gentlemen, all that we have been through, all that we 
have walked through whether you look at it from a global scale or a personal scale pales 
in comparison to what's coming next. You look at what you've lost, you look at what 
things have gone and the way that things have gone, according to what we just read it's 
going to get worse. Do you know what we need? We need some Job's in this world. We 
need some people who are sitting on the ashes of life saying, "It looks horrible but I'm not
quitting on God. It looks awful but I will not despair. I will continue to worship him. 
Though you take everything from me, though you strip me naked, I will not quit." The 
problem is most of us quit when we get a little spiritual splinter. "Ouch. That hurt my 
feelings, God." Where does Job ever talk about his feelings? In fact, all throughout he's 
going to talk about the facts that he's struggling with.

You see, Job is legendary not just because he's in the Hall of Fame of Hall of Fames, 
because he pictures of us what lies ahead of us. The journey of Job is not one of a man on
an ash heap days past, it's actually our journey of days future. If there's ever been a day, 
ever been a day that we need the Lord, it's this day because the next day, according to 
what we just read, may be tougher.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. As we come to this time and part of
our service, maybe you're that individual whether you're seated here on campus, maybe 
you're watching online, maybe the Spirit of God took the word of God today and you just
said, "Do you know what? That's me. I feel like Job but I haven't responded like Job did."
The Bible says whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. Can I explain what 
that means before I talk with you? When it says whoever calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved, it doesn't mean whoever understands why they're in the mess they're in, it 
doesn't mean whoever completely gets the big picture, in fact, it's much the opposite, 
when it says whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved, it means, "I don't get it.
I can't do it. I need you to do it for me, God." The Bible says that we all like sheep are 
dirty and have gone astray. The Bible says that Jesus Christ is the one who loves us 
unconditionally and is willing to save us. 

Maybe today you're that one who needs to call out to the Lord and not necessarily a script
you read or say, it doesn't have to come out loud, but maybe your heart's cry would go 
something like this. "God, today I recognize I've got a sin problem. Unlike Job I have 
been places I shouldn't have been. I have done things I shouldn't have done. I have said 
things I shouldn't have said. And thought things I shouldn't have thought. And God, I 
realize the result, the wages of my sin according to your word is death but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. God, today I believe, I believe that Jesus 
Christ loved me so much that he was willing to come on my behalf. He was willing to 
reject all temptation and live a sinless life on my behalf. God, I believe today that he 
suffered the pain of the cross because he was suffering the result and the consequences of
my sin. And God, I believe that as we celebrated last week and we celebrate every week, 
when he rose from the grave he made it possible for my sin to be forgiven, feasible for 
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my soul to be saved. God, today I don't understand all the details, I don't have all the 
answers to the problems of this life, but there's one thing I know, I've got a sin problem 
that only Jesus Christ can solve. The best way I know how, I'm asking you to save me, 
I'm asking you to forgive me. I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe you're that person today for 
the very first time you cried out to God. In a moment I'm going to pray over us, we're 
going to stand and sing, we just invite you just to step out and step forward. We'd love to 
celebrate with you, more than that we'd just love to meet you, to pray with you, to pray 
for you. And maybe today it's not about that decision for Jesus, maybe it's following in 
believer's baptism, maybe it's being a part of this incredible family of faith. We just invite
you to come. We've got a whole team of folks that would love to spend some time with 
you. But maybe today before I pray, you say, "Do you know what? There's no need to 
step out and step forward. I've got all those 'bases' covered." But maybe you're going to 
return home to an ash heap, maybe you're going to return home to a disaster, and maybe 
you're thinking about giving up, maybe you're contemplating giving in, maybe today is 
not about stepping out and stepping forward, maybe today is about stepping out of here in
a moment and trusting God when you really don't want to.

Lord Jesus, as we come to this time of decision, thank you, God, thank you that when we 
read the story that we did today and we look at the person we did, this isn't some kind of 
fantasy, this isn't some kind of just fable of man's delight, but this is your inspired, 
preserved, true, historical word. God, help us today realize that if you got Job through it,
you'll get us through it as well. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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