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KJV – Revelation 11:1-12 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 25 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
     Our first 12 verses in Revelation chapter 11 in this lesson is a part of the parenthetical  that goes 
from verse 1 to 14. The end of verse 14 is the end of the second parenthetical in Revelation. The 
first 12 verses deal with the events during the first three-and-half years of Daniel's 70th week.  
 
Revelation 11:1-12 

1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the 
temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 

2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the 
Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 

3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and 
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 

4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 

5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if 
any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over 
waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 

7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit 
shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 

8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and 
Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 

9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days 
and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 

10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one 
to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 
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11 And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon 
their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up 
to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 

     The exact year, month, day and hour is known but to God, but the world is in a total state of chaos 
because people all over the world have just up and disappeared. The location is the holy city, 
Jerusalem and the first half of the tribulation is about to start. It is very clear that at this point in 
Revelation things dramatically turn toward Israel .  

     This lesson contains two main themes:  

1. The Temple in Jerusalem in the Tribulation (11:1-2);                                    
2. The two prophets in Jerusalem in the Tribulation (11:3-12). 

     The most volatile, most valuable, and most vibrant acreage on the face of this earth is the 35 
acres of land which comprise a rectangular platform in East Jerusalem on which the ancient Jewish 
Temple once stood. It is prophesied in both the Old and the New Testaments that the Temple will be 
rebuilt and once again stand and eventually occupy this amazing piece of property (Isaiah 2:2-3; 
Ezekiel 37:26-28, 40-48; Daniel 9:27; Micah 4:1-2; Haggai 2:7-9; Zechariah 6:12-15; 14:20; Matthew 
24:15; Mark 13:14; II Thessalonians 2:4).  
 
     Now we see a portion of text that speaks of this temple during this seven year time span reserved 
for Israel. This temple has been restored under the protection of the Anti-Christ who has not yet 
been revealed as an enemy of God and His people. 
 
Revelation 11:1-2 

1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the 
temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 

2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the 
Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 

     Many will read this text and try to pull some sort of symbolic meaning from the meaning of the 
temple. But we can note that John is given a reed to use to measure this temple. One does not 
measure a symbol or an allegory, this is a literal temple build on the site that now stands the 
Mosque of Omar.  

     Remember the seven year tribulation does not start with the translation (rapture) of the church. 
The seven years pertaining to the nation of Israel starts with the signing of the seven year peace 
treaty that will allow them to merely assemble their temple like a large Lego set.  

     "And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make 
it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate" 
(Daniel 9:27). 



3 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-25    Princess Chapel Church  

     The Orthodox Jews of Israel believe that the Temple must be built on the exact location of the 
first two temples. According to the Temple Institute spokesman Rabbi Chaim Richman, stated that 
detailed blueprints for the Third Temple have existed since 1997. In fact Israel has the complete 
temple, now ready for assembly. The parts and pieces have been built and stored awaiting the 
correct location. The Orthodox Jews are serious about this, they have even constructed the 70-seat 
Supreme Court that housed the Sanhedrin Court in the Temple. They have used the details recorded 
in the Scriptures for its design and measurements down to the smallest detail, they are but waiting 
for the day when the site of Abraham a top of Moriah is cleared. 

     Verses one and two of Revelation chapter number 11, shows clearly that during the first 3 1/2 
years of the tribulation there is a literal temple there in Jerusalem because John is able to take 
physical measurements. The Jewish are using it, because of the mention of the altar, and them that 
worship therein.   

Revelation 11:3 

3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and 
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 

     God's two witnesses, these individuals are granted special power and authority by God to preach 
a message of judgment and salvation during the first 3 1/2 years. There are two periods of 3 1/2 
years that make up the total seven years of this week. John Phillips states: "The end of the 3 1/2 year 
period connected with the two witnesses is marked by their martyrdom and by the outbreak of the 
Great Tribulation. The end of the 3 1/2 year period connected with the Beast is marked by the return 
of Christ to set up His Kingdom on earth" (Phillips, Exploring Revelation Commentary; 2004, page 
147). 

Revelation 11:4 

4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 

     The time of their ministry will be during the seven seals and last through even part of the 
trumpet judgments. For 1,260 days they will deliver the message of God's judgment and grace, they 
are the two olive trees, and the two lamp stands that stand before the God of the earth. The olive oil 
was commonly used in lamps to give light, together the olive trees and the lamp stands represent a 
spiritual revival in Israel during their ministry, where 144,000 missionaries will be regenerated.  

     The Prophet Joel gives us a glimpse of what this will be like. Taken in its proper context this is 
text in Joel is a message to Israel. It will come to pass and be fulfilled in Daniel's 70th Week during 
the ministry of God's two witnesses. "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall see visions: 
And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit. And I will 
show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be 
turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. 
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in 
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom 
the LORD shall call" (Joel 2:28-32).  
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Revelation 11:5-6 

5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if 
any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over 
waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 

     It is impossible to be dogmatic about the identity of these two witnesses. I have heard it said, 
they are Enoch and Elijah because these two men never experienced death. I have also heard they 
are Moses and Elijah because of the signs and miracles they perform correspond with those of 
Moses and Elijah and as representatives of the Law and the Prophets they appeared with Jesus on 
the Mount of Transfiguration. Honestly I do not know. 

     I like to take this approach: 

1.  John the Baptist came fulfilling the prophecy of the coming of Elijah the Prophet - but he was not 
Elijah. 

2. The Anti-Christ will come in the spirit and the likeness of Judas Iscariot - but I honestly do not 
think he is Judas. 

3. These two witnesses come as God's messengers performing the same miracles as Moses and 
Elijah - but I honestly do not think they will be Moses and Elijah.  

     But these men will fulfill God's purpose and plan for 42 months. When the LORD is finished with 
them, He will take them home to glory, that much I do know. 

Revelation 11:7 

7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit 
shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 

     Revelation 6, there is a rider on a white horse, he is the Anti-Christ that will be a man of peace for 
3 1/2. Revelation 13, there is a beast that rises out of the sea at the 3 1/2 year mark of the seven 
years. This beast is none other than the Anti-Christ. At the 3 1/2 year mark the Anti-Christ power 
will come directly from the dragon, Satan who will enter into him and control him for the next 3 1/2 
years known as the Great Tribulation.  

     Once God's purpose has been fulfilled, (when they shall have finished their testimony), God 
removes the hedge of Sovereign protection from His two witnesses and the beast, the Anti-Christ is 
permitted to overcome than and kill them. 

Revelation 11:8 

8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and 
Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 
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     The refusal to bury one's enemies was a Jewish traditional way to dishonor them to show utter 
contempt and disrespect for their remains.  

- Contempt and disrespect for Steven - And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses 
laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 

- Contempt and disrespect for Paul - And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, 
who persuaded the people, and having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been 
dead. 

     Even though it was a Jewish custom the Old Testament Law that they knew so well and told 
everyone that they observed, forbids this practice. "And if a man have committed a sin worthy of 
death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: His body shall not remain all night 
upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day: (for he that is hanged is accursed unto 
God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance" 
(Deuteronomy 21:22-23). 

     Notice in verse eight - their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is 
called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. This  event occurs in Jerusalem where 
our LORD was crucified. Yet a spiritual simile is used to show the spiritual condition of Jerusalem in 
general as comparing it which Sodom and Egypt. This stresses the city's wickedness among the 
Jewish people concerning these two witnesses and God's message of judgment and grace.  

Revelation 11:9 

9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days 
and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 

     Isn't technology an amazing thing, I mean just within the last 75 years we have seen new things. 
The television, computers, internet, and now smart phones. Everyone is connected somehow. I find 
this amazing because the bodies of these two witnesses will lie in the streets for 3 1/2 days, and the 
whole world will see them. And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see 
their dead bodies three days and an half.  

Revelation 11:10 

10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one 
to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 

     With the whole world watching, they will glorify the Anti-Christ as these two bodies of God's 
witnesses begin to decay in the streets. They will rejoice over their murder and even send gifts to 
one another in celebration. Mad, with strong delusion that they should believe the lie they will be 
wild with joy and celebrate their deaths as a holiday. 
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Revelation 11:11 

11 And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon 
their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 

     Their party comes to a quick halt after 3 1/2 days. The festivities in the streets of Jerusalem are 
short-lived as God vindicates His faithful witnesses by resurrecting them in the same streets where 
they were slain and had laid openly for 3 1/2 days for the whole world to see. Those that see this 
resurrection, great fear will fall upon them.  

Revelation 11:12 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up 
to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 

     After God raises them from the dead; they have preached, been killed but now they are alive. 
Some may wonder why God will not allow them to preach after He raises them. Because 
immediately they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they 
ascended up to heaven in a cloud.  

     This is another fulfillment of Biblical Prophecy spoken by our LORD Jesus; "And he said unto him, 
If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead" (Luke 16:31). 

     Those who hated and dishonored God's witnesses will steadfastly watch their vindication and yet 
they will still reject God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


