
Daniel’s Seventy Weeks 

In Dan. 9. 1, 2 the LORD gave the prophet Daniel understanding that the 70 years of Babylonian 

captivity for Israel was about to be completed.  Daniel understood Jeremiah’s prophecy of a 70 

year captivity literally.  It had no figurative meaning.  70 years was 70 years.  (By the way the 

martyr Stephen, in his last message before the Sanhedrin interpreted the 400 years of 

Gen.15.13 quite literally.)  At this time it seems that the LORD sent an angel to give to Daniel a 

time frame in which the vision given him in chapter 8 would fall.  The time frame is 70 weeks or 

70 sevens, and means 70 sevens of years or 490 years.  This 70 weeks has to do with ‘thy 

people,’ Daniel’s people (cf. Dan.9.24) Now Daniel tells us clearly who his people are.  It is 

Israel! (v.20) As briefly as can be stated, the seventy weeks of Daniel began ticking off from the 

time that Cyrus gave the commandment for Israel to return to their homeland to rebuild 

what?  The city of Jerusalem.  483 years later their Messiah shall die, but not for Himself; that 

is, His death was in behalf of others.  So there is one week or one seven-year period that 

remains to be fulfilled.  Again, to whom does this week of 7 years pertain?  It pertains to 

Daniel’s people, Israel.  Again, how should we interpret this?  Literally!  The things that pertain 

to Daniels’ 70th week are given in the 27th verse. This is a time of unparalleled, real desolation 

for the nation of Israel.  The Lord Jesus’ description says the same: ‘For then shall be great 

tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

(Mt.24.21)  He spoke of an event which is future, though some say that it was fulfilled in A.D. 

70.  While the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 was terrible, that destruction is connected 

with the close of the 69th week. (cf. Dan.9.26) The desolation spoken of in Dan.9.27 is worse 

than the destruction of A.D. 70, and it falls within Daniel’s 70th week.  Such a destruction of this 

magnitude will never, ever happen to Israel again.  Then the 70 weeks, seventy times seven, or 

490 years of the LORD’s dealing with unregenerate Israel is finished!  THEN WHAT?  The time of 

the great kingdoms of this world are completed.  Gentile world domination is over.  Then Israel 

shall be saved!!!  Israel shall become the greatest nation on the earth!  (cf. Deu.28.13)  And 

Jesus Christ shall rule from Jerusalem being King of kings and Lord of lords. 

He is deluded that does not understand that the world is on the brink of the fulfillment of three 

of the greatest tribulations ever to fall upon men.  First Israel shall suffer catastrophically. 

Immediately afterward, the churches will suffer as terribly.  And finally, in just two judgments 

one half of the world’s population will die. (cf. Re.6.8; 9.18) But when Jesus Christ at the end of 

this great tribulation period the earth shall be swept clean of all them that know not God and 

believe not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The earth must be cleansed of all of the blood-

guiltiness and filthiness which man have brought upon it. (cf. Is.24.5) Then the earth is prepared 

for the millennial reign of the King of kings and Lord of lord’s.  
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