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Good morning, everyone.  This morning want to speak about a subject that nearly always comes to 

the surface when someone we know dies.  When someone dies, whether it’s verbalized or not, the 

question that seems to haunt people is “How can we be sure about our/their eternal destiny?”  So, 

today the title of my message is “How Can We Be Sure?”   

 

This topic presupposes a few basic beliefs.  The following beliefs give rise to the question “How Can 

We Be Sure?”   

1)  People Need Salvation 

2)  There is eternal life after death 

3)  Eternal life involves more than one destination 

 

Last week I taught on “Living Ready to Die”.  Today, I want to speak to the topic of assurance and 

answer the question: “What does the bible teach is evidence that a person indeed is, or was, ready to 

die?” 

 

Assurance of salvation has been an issue among Christians since the beginning days of Christ’s earthly 

kingdom.  The writers of the New Testament brought this subject up from time to time.  Largely, 

because there were things going on among local congregations which made them question whether 

or not certain ones among them were truly saved. 

 

Things like immorality (Paul), false teaching (Paul, Jude),and  lack of compassion (James).   

 

2 Cor 13:5-6 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize 

this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you — unless indeed you fail the test?  

 

Paul is writing to a local church and, speaking to the whole body, he says “test yourselves.”  This 

means it’s possible to be a participant in a church, maybe even a member of a church, and not be “in 

the faith.” 

 

It means that seeking assurance of where you stand is a good exercise.  Being sure you have 

something you don’t, or being unsure about something that is, are both problems, don’t you think? 

 

So let’s take this topic on today.  To start with, I’d like to briefly highlight some false tests of 

assurance.  Some things that commonly people lean on for assurance, but which are not scriptural. 

 

False Assurance 

1 – Were you baptized? 

2 – Did you pray and ask Jesus into your heart? 

3 – Were you ever sorry for your sin or asked God’s forgiveness? 

4 – Have you been a good person? 

5 – Have you been a church member in good standing? 

6 – Do you profess to be a Christian? 



How does the bible answer the question “How Can We Be Sure?” 

 

The best book in your bible to study the topic of assurance is 1 John.  And today I’m going to show 

you what the fundamental evidences of saving faith are.  There are several evidences, or fruits, that 

John teaches in this little book, which serve as tests by which we may be sure of whether or not we 

are Christian and have eternal life. 

 

Points of Clarification: 

 

1 –  The Aim of the Book 

 

The aim of 1 John is not to teach how to become a Christian or how to receive eternal life 

(although that can be learned through this book).  His aim is to clarify for people who profess 

Christ how they can be sure they are, or are not, in the faith? 

 

2 –  The Tense of the Tests 

 

What has recently been eye-opening to me is that each test is a present tense test.  John does 

not encourage his readers at all to look to their past for evidence.  No need for that, and it can 

be deceiving given the nature of salvation is such that there is an abiding affect of saving faith.   

 

Because saving faith endures and perseveres, one only needs to evaluate the present status, 

and this is a safeguard against false assurance. 

 

So let’s test ourselves, brothers and sisters.  And let’s test ourselves by scripture, not by human ideas. 

 

Test #1: The Faith Test - Do you believe the truth about Jesus Christ? 

1 John 2:18-28   

Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 

have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.  
19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.  
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.  
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because 

no lie is of the truth.  
22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who 

denies the Father and the Son.  
23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.  
24 As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the 

beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.  
25 This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.  
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you.  

 



27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for 

anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and 

just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.  
28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink 

away from Him in shame at His coming.  

 

1 John 4:1-3 (NASB)  
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many 

false prophets have gone out into the world.  
2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

from God;  
3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which 

you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.  

1 John 5:9-13 (NASB)  
9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, 

that He has testified concerning His Son.  
10 The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe 

God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning 

His Son.  
11 And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  
12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.  
13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know 

that you have eternal life.  

 

Test #2: The Love-Hate Test - Do you love both God and your brother?  

Or do you love the world and hate your brother? 

 

1 John 2:7-11 (NASB)  
7 Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had 

from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard.  
8 On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because 

the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining.  
9 The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now.  
10 The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him.  
11 But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know 

where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  

1 John 3:13-19 (NASB)  
13 Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.  
14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not 

love abides in death.  
15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding 

in him.  
 



16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren.  
17 But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how 

does the love of God abide in him?  
18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.  
19 We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him  

 

1 John 4:7-12 

 

 

Test #3: The Obedience Test – Are you obedient to God’s commands? 

 

Are you following God’s commands, or are you rejecting God’s commands? 

 

1 John 2:3-6 (NASB)  
3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.  
4 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and 

the truth is not in him;  
5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we 

are in Him:   
6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.  

1 John 2:17 (NASB)  
17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.  

 

Test #4: The Lifestyle Test - Are you living a righteous life? 

 

1 John 3:1-10 (NASB)  
1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such 

we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  
2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that 

when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  
3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.  
4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.  
5 You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.  
6 No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.  
7 Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as 

He is righteous;  
8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God 

appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.  
9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he 

is born of God.  
10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice 

righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.  



 

Conclusion: What about You?  So let’s go back to the beginning question “How Can We Be Sure?” 

 

Do you believe the truth about Jesus?  Do you believe what Scripture teaches about Jesus, not what 

you want to believe about Jesus? 

 

Do you love your neighbor, your brother and sister in Christ?  Do you love? 

 

Are your obedient and submitted to God’s commands such that when you find yourself disobedient 

you repent and conform to what He wants? 

 

Are you practicing righteousness, or practicing sin?  

 

If after all this you are less sure about your salvation, rather than more, then you need to do business 

with God.   

 

What about someone who has passed?   

 

Well, let me say that we are not encouraged to examine others and determine or declare their status 

with God.  That is not for us to do.  But if you are wondering about the status of their eternity, these 

tests will clarify whether or not your assurance is justified.   

 

It’s not “did they ever say a prayer,” “were they ever baptized,” or “did they go to church.”  These are 

all flimsy, flimsy, evidences.  But faith, love, obedience and righteousness -- these things are far more 

assuring than a mere profession or some past religious activity. 

 

 

 

 


