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KJV – Genesis 16:1-16 

 

“The Handmaid and the Son” 

      This week’s lesson in Genesis chapter sixteen is the birth of Ishmael; Abram’s son from the 
handmaid Sarai. Hagar was the Egyptian handmaid that was more than likely given to Sarai during 
their time in Egypt.  
 
     This chapter outline is broken down into nine sections: 
 

1. Sarai’s Handmaid – Genesis 16:1 
2. Abram Hearkening – Genesis 16:2 
3. Sarai’s Husband – Genesis 16:3 
4. Hagar’s Hatred – Genesis 16:4-5 
5. Sarai’s Hardness – Genesis 16:6 
6. Sarai’s Hands – Genesis 16:7-9 
7. The LORD’s Hearing – Genesis 16:10-12 
8. Hagar’s Humility – Genesis 16:13-14 
9. Abram’s Heir – Genesis 16:15-16 

 
Genesis 16:1 

1 Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name 
was Hagar. 

     This chapter is one where I start to feel sorry for Abram while at the same time I get frustrated at 
him. He has been up and down, up and down. Tossed around with blessings and burdens that one 
would think he is as confused as a termite in a yoyo. Abram goes from the Spiritual blessings of 
chapter fifteen to hearkening unto the flesh in chapter sixteen. He had been promised a child that 
would come from his own loins (Genesis 15:4); but he faced two major problems. 

1. He didn’t have the specifics as to how and when. 
2. He was getting old and up in years; 86 years old as we see at the end of the chapter. 

     Instead of Abram and Sarai waiting on the LORD to fulfill His promises in His time, Sarai took 
matters into her own hand and gave Abram her Egyptian handmaid, Hagar.  

Genesis 16:2 

2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in 
unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 
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     God’s will is Sovereign however we as believers can either operate in His “Providential Will” or 
within His “Permissive Will.” This thing that Sarai was about to do was a common practice of that 
day. When the wife could not bear a child, there was the concubine. This was Sarai’s way of giving a 
son to Abram, which is clear to the reader that it was not the providential will of God however God 
did allow it, so thus He willed. Sarai took matters upon herself to fix the problem and made things 
even worse, and Abram hearkened unto the voice of his wife. 

Genesis 16:3-4 

3 And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the 
land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife. 

4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had conceived, her 
mistress was despised in her eyes. 

     The bottom line is this friends, when believers attempt to fulfill God’s will by taking matters into 
their own hands by the means of human methods and not waiting upon the LORD; the results will 
not be pleasing they will result in a complicated disaster. 

     We can clearly see a pattern being developed in this family that would result in a mother taking 
matters into her own hands in the next generation with Isaac and Rebekah, between Jacob and 
Esau. 

Genesis 16:5-6 

5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and when 
she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me and thee. 

6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thine hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when 
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face. 

     We can see that wrong actions occur when one follows after wrong counsel. These actions led to 
major problems for everyone that caused the end results to be that of envy, strife, jealously and 
misery that would lead to a tragedy. 

1. The shame of Sarai – Genesis 16:5 
2. Hagar despised Sarai – Genesis 16:5 
3. Wrong counsel of Abram in the flesh – Genesis 16:6 
4. The mistreatment of Hagar – Genesis 16:6 
5. The flight of Hagar – Genesis 16:6 

Genesis 16:7-9 

7 And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the 
way to Shur. 

8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee 
from the face of my mistress Sarai. 
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9 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands. 

     Verses seven through nine Hagar is visited by “the angel of the LORD.” Here is the first mention in 
the Bible of a very important Person - “the angel of the LORD.” In this first mention it is very 
obvious that both “the angel of the LORD” and Hagar identifies this Person as God as we can clearly 
see from verses 10 and 13.  
 
     There are also many other passages in the Old Testament in which “the angel of the LORD” is 
identified as being God: 
 
Genesis 22:11-18  Genesis 32:24-30  Exodus 3:2-6  
Exodus 3:14   Judges 2:1-4   Judges 6:11-24 
Judges 13:3-22   Zechariah 1:12-13  Zechariah 1:20 
 
 Determining that “the angel of the LORD” is God is a simple task by letting Scripture interpret 
Scripture; the only question is which member of the Godhead is He? 
 
     The Angel of the LORD, a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ in the Old Testament to 
Sovereignly introduce Himself to this runaway slave girl in the wilderness. He gave her both a 
command and a promise. The command was to go back and submit unto Sarai’s authority and the 
promise is given in verses ten through twelve. 

Genesis 16:10 

10 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be 
numbered for multitude. 

     For those that may doubt who this angel was; the angel said; “I will multiply thy seed exceedingly.” 

     This is the same type of verbiage used when speaking to Abram about his seed, “I will.” This 
appearance is none other than a pre-incarnated appearance of Christ as “the angel of the LORD.” 
Only God can make such promises and have the means and the ability to fulfill them through and by 
His supreme sovereignty. 

Genesis 16:11-12 

11 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child and shalt bear a son, and shalt 
call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. 

     The Angel of the LORD tells Hagar that her son will be called Ishmael; because the LORD hath 
heard thy affliction. The name Ishmael literally means “God shall hear.” 

     So in a sense we are all little Ishmaels; we were in the wilderness of sin and God placed us near 
the fountain; God heard our afflictions.   

     He came seeking after us in the wilderness, called us, redeemed us, and returned us back to the 
fold.  
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Genesis 16:12 

12 And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him; 
and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 

     This soon to be born son of Abram who will be called Ishmael will be a wild man; his hand will be 
against every man and every man’s hand will be against him. He will also dwell in the presence of 
all his brethren.  

     Now looking at this verse and the last four thousand years of history in the Middle East one can 
get a better understanding of the conflicts between Israel and the Arabians. 

Genesis 16:13 

13 And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also 
here looked after him that seeth me? 

     God gives grace unto Hagar and deals with her in a very gracious manner. He came out to seek 
that which was lost, called her out and brings to her this good news to return her back to the fold. 

     It is here that an Egyptian handmaid has the faith to believe and accept God at His word. Then 
she calls on the name of the LORD: Thou God seest me: 

     And she declares that she has seen God and believes: because she says Have I also here looked 
after him that seeth me? 

     Reminds me of Jacob in Genesis chapter thirty-two: 

Genesis 32:24-30 

24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. 

25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the 
hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 

26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. 

27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 

28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with 
God and with men, and hast prevailed. 

29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou 
dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. 

30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved. 
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Genesis 16:14 

14 Wherefore the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 

     The name of this well is called Beer-lahai-roi; which means “the well of Him that liveth and seeth 
me.” 

Genesis 16:15 

15 And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 

     Just as “the angel of the LORD,” said; Christ told Hagar she would bear a son and call his name 
Ishmael and she did.  

Genesis 16:16 

16 And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram. 

     I stand corrected from last week’s lesson and the week’s lesson before that, when I said that 
Abram was about 89 in Genesis chapter fourteen and fifteen and that Lot and been in Sodom for 
about 14 years.  

     The fourteen years in Genesis chapter fourteen was fourteen years in relation of the reign of 
Chedorlaomer and not in relationship to the life of Abram. 

     So as a correction through the timeline of Genesis sixteen we can clearly see that eleven years 
has passed from the call of Abram to the birth of Ishmael. So that would have put Abram about 85 in 
Genesis fourteen and fifteen.  

 

 


