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210425-1 He 13, 9-16, The Right to Partake of this Altar–CThurman 
 

Under the idea which ended the 12th chapter of Hebrews, which was, … let us 
have grace whereby we may serve (worship) God acceptable with reverence 
(shamefacedness) and godly fear we have considered the imperatives in the 13th 
chapter Let brotherly love continue, Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, 
Remember them that are in bonds … and them that suffer adversity, and 
Remember them that have the rule over (govern, lead) you … Follow their faith.  
 
After this last set of imperatives it is my opinion that the statement, Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, to day, and for ever communicates the idea that even the 
best of pastors vacillate in and out of things that should and should not be 
followed our Lord Jesus is changeless.  As Paul states in other places, following the 
faith of others is dependent on how they follow after Christ, how they mimic Him.  
Paul never boasted himself as a faultless example for others to mimic.  But he did 
write to the Corinthians, 
 

1Co 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.   
 

The child of God is not to be blind followers of men.  He must consider the basis 
of the conversation, the manner of life of this man.  Is he turned for Christ or is it 
for some other reason?  Men that do not walk right are not to be followed, no 
matter who they are.  In the apostle John’s third letter he turned the brethren 
away from Diotrephes, a dictator, to Demetrius, a man of good report. (3Jn.9-12)  
 
In the text before us, vss. 9-16, we come to the next imperative in this chapter, Be 
not carried about…  In this vein there is the idea of an altar of which some do not 
have the right or authority to partake.  We want to understand what this altar is, 
what it is that bars some from partaking at it. 
  
                     περιφέρεσθε 
9  Be not    carried about      with           divers            and    strange    doctrines.  
                     borne                             manifold, diverse            foreign 
                                                                 various                        unfamiliar 
 

be … carried about, περιφέρεσθε, 2ppl. pres. imper. pass. of 
perife<rw, peri< about, concerning, over +  fe<rw, to bring, bear, 
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bring forth, reach, carry, etc; perife<rw, tss. to carry about, bear 

about. 
 
divers, ποικίλαις, dat. pl. fem. of the adj. poiki<loj, tss. divers (8, 

He.2.4; 13.9) & manifold (1); means ‘diverse, various’. 
 

strange, ξέναις, dat. pl. fem. of the adj. ce<noj tss. strange, stranger, 

host. 
 
doctrine, διδαχαῖς, dat. pl. of the noun didaxh< tss. doctrine (29), as 

hath been taught (tss. as a verb), meaning, cf. He.6.2; 13.9; the verb 
dida<skw, always tss. to teach; the noun dida<skaloj, is tss. 

M[m]aster (44), T[t]eacher (10), doctor (1);  the noun didaskali<a, 

tss. doctrine, learning, teaching. 
 

‘Doctrine (-s)  
1. didaxh<, teaching, process of teaching, thing taught; esp. 

the act. 
 
2. didaskali<a, teaching, esp. the substance or result of 

teaching.’ 
A critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English and Greek 
New Testament, E. W. Bullinger, p232 

 
This is an imperative, a commandment by the apostle Paul.  Remember, in 
context this is directed to his baptized-believing, church-related Hebrew 
brethren.  He would have them to be directed to a single, familiar doctrine.  
There is the doctrine of God (cf. Tit.2.10) which is the same as the doctrine 
of Christ. (cf. He.6.1; 2Jn.9) There are not two doctrines. They is only one . 
(cf. Jn.7.16)  So what are these divers and strange doctrines?  Undoubtedly 
there are in the world many doctrines and strange doctrines in the world, 
to say the least.  But Paul is touching these brethren more closely than 
what is going on out in the world.  He is touching the Jews religion. (cf. 
Ac.26.5, the straitest sect of our religion; Gal.1.13, 14, the Jews’ religion)  He 
is touching on Judaism, which is an old covenant-based religion.  This is a 
religion that received all of the OT types and figures as real and literal. (cf. 
He.10.1-10, For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not 
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the very image …) For this reason Israel, as a whole, rejected the Christ of 
God for their own religion.  They failed to see that those types and figures 
pointed to Jesus Christ.  The old covenant was the instrument that the 
LORD used to keep national Israel intact until Christ should come. 
 

Ga 3:19  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was 
made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 

 
Paul is trying to unravel the hold that the law has over his believing 
brethren.  They needed to make a clean breadk from the law. 
  

Ro.10.1 ¶  Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved. 
2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge. 
3  For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to 
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God. 
4  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth. 

 
The issues of keeping all of the law, through circumcision, through 
washings, through the many purification rites, through all of the animal 
sacrifices and through all of the offerings, through Sabbath keeping, 
thorough a continuation of an earthly priesthood, and through the 
observance of Holy Days, etc.  This was all fulfilled by the coming of Jesus 
Christ.  If we stay with Paul, if we keep with the purpose of the letter to the 
Hebrews, these are the many and strange doctrines compared to the 
doctrine of the new covenant.   
 
The Law is probably the single-most, greatest issue that the churches fight 
against, that Christians are constantly pulled into again and again. We’ll 
always hear of some that begin to think that they should begin observing 
the dietary law, or to keep Sabbath, or to give tithes, or to observe the 
great Jewish festivals, and on and on. But what does the Scripture say 
about the Law of Moses?  Essentially it says, ‘Let it go!’ 
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Ro.10.4  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth. 
 
Ro 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. 
 
Ro 7:4  Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law 
by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to 
him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto 
God. 
 
Eph.2.14 ¶  For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 
15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of 
twain one new man, so making peace; 
 
Heb 7:12  For the priesthood being changed, there is made of 
necessity a change also of the law. 
 
Heb 7:19  For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a 
better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God. 

 
He.10.9  Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh 
away the first, that he may establish the second. 
 

For some reason,  
 

(A reason that I think appeals to the carnal man. We feel like we are 
doing something, and we are. We’re confessing that we do not 
receive Christ’s righteousness as sufficient to be accept with God.  
We must add something to it.)   
 

I don't think that the issue of the law is ever very far away from us.  The 
issue raises up again and again among the saints.  There is a constant inner 
struggle in the churches with this thing.  It is probably the single-most, 
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strongest, issue that affects Christianity.  Constantly churches are turning 
back to the law.  Yes, there are lots of terrible things Christians suffer in the 
world, but this issue of the law is the most harmful because it so subtilly 
moves us from operating by grace to return to an attempted at self-
righteousness.  
 
What is the commandment here?  That they not be borne about with divers 
or manifold, various doctrines, plural.  Every instance where the plural is 
found it is in an evil sense: doctrines of devils (1Ti.4.1), divers and strange 
doctrines (He.13.9), and doctrines of men (Mt.15.9; Mk.7.7; Col.2.22).  
 
Look briefly at what Paul taught his dear brethren in this letter. 
 

God has spoken to them by His Son.  (1.1,2) 
They ought to give heed to the things which He has spoken. (2.1) 
Christ is the apostle and high priest of their profession (3.1) 
They were not to harden their hearts against Him. (3.8) 
They were to take heed against an evil heart of unbelief. (3.12) 
The should fear lest a promise them of entering into His rest they fall 
short. (4.1) 
They should come boldly to the throne of His grace. (4.16) 
They are to go on unto perfection.  (6.1) 
They are to be followers of them who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises. (6.12) 
The Levitical priesthood has been changed. (7.12) 
The old covenant was weak and unprofitable therefore it has been 
disannulled.  (7.18) 
The Lord pitched a true tabernacle in which Christ serves as the 
Minister at the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens. (8.1, 2) 
He entered into the Holy Place by His own blood obtaining eternal 
redemption.  (9.12) 
He is the mediator of the New Covenant. (9.15) 
The Law was only a shadow of good things to come. (10.1) 
Christ took the first covenant away to establish the second, new 
covenant. (10.9) 
They should have boldness to enter into the holiest of all. 
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They should draw near to God because Jesus Christ is their High 
Priest over over the house of God. (10.20) 
That God is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.  (11.6) 
Let us lay aside the weight & sin and run the race with patience. 
(12.1) 
Don’t refuse Him that speaketh Him that speaks from heaven. (12.25) 
Let us have grace to serve God. (12.28) 

 
For it [is] a good thing that the heart be established with grace;  
                                                                         stablished            [the inward principle  
                                                                         confirmed             of the life of Christ] 
                                                                         stablelized 
                                                                         caused to have ba<sij, basis 

                                                                         
established, βεβαιοῦσθαι, pres. infin. pass. of the verb bebaio<w, is 

tss. He.2.3,to confirm, to stablish, He.13.9, to establish; βέβαιος, an 
adj. tss. sure, stedfast, firm, of force; Thayer, also, stable, fast; Liddell 
& Scott, also, trusty, sure, safe (cf. He.2.2; 3.6, 14; 6.19; 9.17).  

 
grace, χάριτι, dat. sing. of the noun xa<rij, charis, tss. favour, grace, 

thank, pleasure, liberality, benefit, thankworthy, acceptable. 
 
The issue is the grace of the new covenant versus the old covenant law. Set 
the heart upon all that is of the new covenant and get clear of that which is 
old.   
 

                                    ἐν οἷς 
not with meats,       which                                  have not            profited      
                 foods       in which   [foods that]                           improved, bettered 
 

meats, βρώμασιν, dat. pl. of the noun brw?ma, tss. victual (1), meat 

(16), and is today commonly referred to as food. 
 
profited, ὠφελήθησαν, 3ppl. aor. ind. pass. of the verb w]fele<w, tss. 

to profit, to prevail, to be bettered, to be advantaged; He.4.2,profit ; 
He.13.9, profited. 
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them that have   been occupied [therein].  
                                      walked            [so] 

 
that have been occupied, περιπατήσαντες, nom. pl. masc. part. aor. 
of the verb peripate<w, peri<  about  +  pate<w, to tread; 

peripate<w, tss. to walk, to go, to walk about, to be occupied. 

 
The natural Jew was very strict to observe outward things while glossing 
over the inward things.  Why?  Because the heart was dead to the things of 
God. 
  

Lu 11:42  But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and 
all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: 
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.  

 
But these Hebrews were to keep sensitive to the inward working of the 
Lord from the heart. 
 
9 διδαχαῖς ποικίλαις καὶ ξέναις μὴ περιφέρεσθε καλὸν γὰρ χάριτι 
βεβαιοῦσθαι τὴν καρδίαν οὐ βρώμασιν ἐν οἷς οὐκ ὠφελήθησαν οἱ 
περιπατήσαντες  
 

                                              ἐξ οὗ                                   ἐξουσίαν            aor. infin. 
10  We have an altar,    whereof      they have no      right                   to eat  
                                         from which                             authority           to  partake       
                                                                                          jurisdiction         
 

we have, ἔχομεν, 1ppl, pres. ind. act. of e@xw, to have, to hold, to 

keep. 
 
altar, θυσιαστήριον, a noun always tss. with the English altar (23).  

 
they have, ἔχουσιν, 3ppl. pres. ind. act. of e@xw. 

 
right, ἐξουσίαν, acc. sing. of the noun e]cousi<a, tss. authority, 

power, liberty, right, jurisdiction. 
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to eat, φαγεῖν, aor. infin. of the verb fa<gw, tss. to eat, meat (but 

meaning to eat), Mt.25.35. 
 

which    serve           the                    tabernacle.  
            worship  [in]             [old] 
 

serve, λατρεύοντες, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. of the verb latreu<w, 

tss. to serve, to worship; the noun latrei<a, is tss. a service, a divine 

service. 
 
tabernacle, σκηνῇ, dat. sing. of the noun skhnh<, tss. tabernacle (19), 

habitation (1); which often refers to a temporary struction, like a 
tent, cf. Ac.7.44; He.8.2; 9.2; 11.9. 
 

We that have our hearts fixed upon the new covenant order of grace have 
an altar where Christ is ministering that they which remain under the old 
covenant have no right, no authority to partake.  Christ is not a High Priest 
after the Law, but after the new order, after the order of Melchisedec, and 
not on earth, but in glory, at the right hand of the Majesty in Heaven.   
 
The point is that there is a service BEYOND the Law and OUTSIDE the camp 
(camp a type for national Israel).   

 
We have an altar – Paul now refers to the service that involves the 
sacrifices and offerings that took place on the Day of Atonement.  It is as if 
he calls all of his believing brethren around to see the High Priest and the 
others ministering about the brazen altar. (cf. Le.4.1-12; 16.1-34)  Of course 
they were all familiar with this Holy Day. 
  
On the 7th month, 10th day of the month is an holy convocation.  All servile 
work on this day ceases. The priests, and particularly the high priest will be 
busily occupied with the rituals of a number of sacrifices.  The high priest 
will come into the holy place, probably meaning into the area of the 
courtyard which is the area around the tabernacle. There in some discreet 
place he would wash his body with water in preparation for putting on his 
high priestly garments. 
 



The Hebrews Series 

9 
 

First he will begin offering for himself and his house his sin offering.  The 
bull is led to the door of the tabernacle and there he is slain before the 
LORD.  The blood is captured in a golden bowl. It seems that this service is 
suspended for the moment as the high priest then takes up a golden censer 
and walks over to the brazen altar. From this altar he removes several hot 
coals and places them in this censer. Very likely, and provided there is no 
other person in the tabernacle at this time, for no man was allowed to be in 
the tabernacle during all of his service, he will enter the tabernacle and set 
it inside of the holiest of all, which is the room just beyond the veil that 
separates the holy place from the holiest of all.  Then he will go out to fill 
his hands with the finely beaten sweet incense. This he will take and lay 
that incense upon the gold censer so that the cloud of the smoke of this 
this incense covers the mercyseat that is upon the ark of the testimony.  
Now the high priest resumes the ritual of atoning for his sins by taking the 
blood of the young bull that was in the golden bowl and re-enters the 
holiest of all.  Here he sprinkles the blood with his finger upon the mercy 
seat and eastward before the mercyseat seven more times.  Then, as he 
leaves the holiest of all he will stop at the golden altar of incense which is 
located just on the other side of the vail.  He will with his finger put the 
blood of the bull upon the four horns that are at each corner and then 
sprinkle it with blood seven times. This accomplishes his atonement.  
Virtually the same is done with the goat for the sin offering except I believe 
that this animal is slain on the north side of the altar, etc., etc.  This was 
offered for the sins of the nation.  When these sacrifices are completed the 
high priest will take the second goat, called the scapegoat, and lay his 
hands upon its head and confess all of the sins of Israel over him.  A strong 
man will then carry this live animal off into the wilderness and set him free. 
 
The high priest will then reenter the tabernacle and remove his holy 
garments, come to the courtyard, wash his body and then redress into his 
holy garments to complete the rest of his service.  He will offer his and the 
people’s ram burnt offerings.  These are killed on the north side of the altar 
and the blood is sprinkled round about upon the brazen altar.  The carcass 
is dressed and laid in order upon the grate, but the inwards and legs are are 
first washed and place on the brazen altar until the whole is burned up 
before the LORD. 
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Paul picks up at this point. 
  
10 ἔχομεν θυσιαστήριον ἐξ οὗ φαγεῖν οὐκ ἔχουσιν ἐξουσίαν οἱ τῇ σκηνῇ 
λατρεύοντες 

 
11  For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought 
        Or,     For of those animals whose blood is brought  

 
beasts, ζῴων, gen. pl. of zw?on, always tss. beasts. 

is brought, εἰσφέρεται, 3ps. aor. ind. pass. of ei]sfe<rw, ei]j into, 

unto +  fe<rw, to bring, to bear, to reach. 

 
the bodies of those beasts – refers to the carcasses of the young bull and 
the goat. 
 

 εἰς   τὰ        ἅγια      διὰ  τοῦ   ἀρχιερέως        περὶ                
into the  sanctuary  by  the    high priest         for         sin,  
                                                                         concerning     
 

sanctuary, ἅγια, nom. pl. neut. of the adj. a!gioj, is tss. sanctuary, 

Holiest of all, holiest, holy [place].  (He.8.2; 9.1, 2, 3, 8, 12, 24, 
25;10.19; 13.11) 
 

whose blood is brought into the sanctuary – was that blood which was 
sprinkled upon the mercyseat, and eastward seven times, then put upon 
the horns of the golden altar of incense and sprinkled on it.  
 
For sin – refers to the young bull for the high priest’s sin and the goat for 
the sin of the nation. 
 

are burned without the camp.  
                      outside                       [To continue in the service of Christ even the high     
                                                            priest had to go outside the camp.] 
               

are burned, κατακαίεται, 3ps. pres. ind. pass. of the verb katakai<w, 

kata< down +  kai<w to light (a candle), to burn (in our hearts, as a 
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witness, to be martyred, with fire, a lake); katakai<w, tss. to burn, to 

utterly burn. 
 
outside, ἔξω, adv., tss. out, without, away, out of, forth, outward, and 
which word we commonly us is outside; v.12. 

                       
camp, παρεμβολῆς, gen. sing. of the noun parembolh<, para< near, 

by +  e]n at, by, in, with +  ba<llw< to throw, to cast or bolh<, i.e., a 

[stone’s] cast; parembolh<, is tss. a castle (6), armies (1, ‘camps’), 

and camp (3). 
 

(cf. Lev.4.12; 16.27) 
 
The point of the apostle Paul is the consummation of the bodies of those 
beasts is an act of sanctification.  The entire animal was consumed on a fire 
built in a clean place.  
 

Le 16:27  And the bullock for the sin offering, and the goat for the sin 
offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the holy 
place, shall one carry forth without the camp; and they shall burn in 
the fire their skins, and their flesh, and their dung. 

 
These were consumed by the LORD in their cleanness.  This was a type of 
what Jesus Christ did to sanctify us to God.  By giving up Himself wholly to 
God he positionally sanctified us to God.  
 

Positionally holy: 
Col 3:12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering … (It could be read, Put on therefore, as the holy, 
beloved, elect of God, bowels of mercies …) 
 
1Co 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption … 
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Jude 1:1  Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to 
them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus 
Christ, and called … 

 
11 ὧν γὰρ εἰσφέρεται ζῴων τὸ αἷμα περὶ ἁμαρτίας εἰς τὰ ἅγια διὰ τοῦ 
ἀρχιερέως τούτων τὰ σώματα κατακαίεται ἔξω τῆς παρεμβολῆς  

 
                  διὸ                                               ἵνα                       ἁγιάσῃ 
12       Wherefore            Jesus also,        that        he   might sanctify   
    On account of which                      in order that 
 

might sanctify, ἁγιάσῃ, 3ps. aor. subj. act. of the verb a[gia<zw, to 

hallow, to sanctify, to make holy. 
 

                             διὰ                                                       ἔξω 
the people        with       his own blood, suffered without the gate.  
                     by, through 
 

he … suffered, πέπονθεν, 3ps. perf. ind. of pa<sxw, to suffer, to vex, 

his passion, to feel; He. 2.18; 5.8; 9.26; 13.12. 
 
suffered, ἔπαθεν, 3ps. aor. ind. of the verb pa<sxw, tss. to suffer, to 

vex, to feel, and even as a noun passion (which means suffering). 
 
gate, πύλης, gen. sing. of the noun pu<lh, always tss. gate (1). 

 
Paul essentially said the same earlier in this letter. 
 

He.10.9  Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh 
away the first, that he may establish the second. 
10  By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 
12 διὸ καὶ Ἰησοῦς ἵνα ἁγιάσῃ διὰ τοῦ ἰδίου αἵματος τὸν λαόν ἔξω τῆς πύλης 
ἔπαθεν  

 
                                                        πρὸς               ἔξω 
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13  Let us go forth therefore     unto   him without the camp,  
   Therefore we should go out 
 

let us go forth, ἐξερχώμεθα, 1ppl. pres. subj. of the verb e]ce<rxomai, 

e]k out, out of +  e@rxomai,to come, to go; e]ce<rxomai, tss. to come, 

to come out, to go abroad, to depart, to go out, to spread abroad. 
 

bearing his reproach.  
 

bearing, φέροντες, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. act. of the verb fe<rw, 

tss. to bring, to bring forth, to bear, to reach, to carry, to lead, to lay, 
to drive, to uphold, to move, to endure; cf. He.1.3, upholding; 6.1, let 
… go on; 9.16, be; 12.20, endure; 13.13, bearing. 
 
reproach, ὀνειδισμὸν, acc. sing. of the noun o]neidismo<j, always tss. 

with the English word reproach; meaning disgrace, disapproval; the 
verb o]neidi<zw is tss. to revile, to upbraid, to cast in teeth, to 

reproach, to suffer reproach. 
 

This is a purposeful act to identify with Jesus Christ.  Listen, these brethren 
are being called upon the virtually forsake everything they had ever known 
for the cause of Christ. They were to leave the camp of Israel.  Israel 
rejected the Christ of God.  Israel crucified their King.  They were to forsake 
the old covenant manner of life and follow after Christ.  It is at this altar 
that none which remain that the old never partake of. 
  
Since Jesus Christ positionally sanctified us from sin to God by the offering 
of His own body, then what is the rendering of our bodies in service to God 
through Jesus Christ but our practical sanctification. 
 

Practical sanctification: 
Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love … 
 
1Th 4:3  For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye 
should abstain from fornication: 
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4  That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in 
sanctification and honour … 
 
Le 20:7  Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the 
LORD your God. 
 
1Pe 1:15  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation; 
16  Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
 

Christ didn’t sanctify them so that they might continue under the Law, 
under Judaism. He suffered to sanctify us so that they might come out to 
Him and be sanctified to Him.  He sanctified us so that we live holy before 
God.   
 

1Jo 4:9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because 
that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. 

  
Of course this applies to us that are of the believing Gentiles.  He didn’t 
suffered to sanctify us so that we might continue to live like the world.  He 
sanctified us so that we might live the rest of our lvies through Him.  If we 
truly know Christ, Jew or Gentile, we want to live for Christ.  And the way to 
live for Christ is to offer it up a living sacrifice for Christ.  That means we will 
live for Him. 
  

Mt 10:39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his 
life for my sake shall find it. 
 
Ro 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. 
 
Ga 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
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We ought to be a people that live this Book, guided by terms of the new 
covenant, New Testament. We want to show that we are Christ’s people.  
We want to know all that this Bible teaches. We want to be with God’s 
people, especially faithful to gather with the saints at every opportunity. 
We want to be a help and blessing, not only to this congregation, but it 
does begin here. 
 
13 τοίνυν ἐξερχώμεθα πρὸς αὐτὸν ἔξω τῆς παρεμβολῆς τὸν ὀνειδισμὸν 
αὐτοῦ φέροντες  

 
14  For here have we no continuing city,  
                                                                          [Jerusalem which presently is on the   
                                                                           brink of the destruction.] 
 

continuing, μένουσαν, acc. sing. fem. part. pres. of the verb me<nw, 

tss. to abide, to continue, to dwell, to endure, to remain, to stand, to 
tarry. 
 

Paul knew that the city was going to be destroyed soon.  They must not 
focus on this Jerusalem. This Hebrew letter is said to have been written 
about 62, 63 A.D. 

 
but we seek one to come.  
 

we seek, ἐπιζητοῦμεν, 1ppl. pres. ind. act. of e]pizhte<w, e]pi< upon, on 

+  zhte<w, tss. to seek, to desire, to go about, to enquire, to endeavor, 

to require; e]pizhte<w, is tss. after … do, to seek, to seek after, to seek 

for, to desire, to enquire. 
 
to come, μέλλουσαν, acc. sing. fem. part. pres. of the verb me<llw, 

‘to be on the point of doing, about to do’ (cf. Liddell & Scott); cf. 
He.1.14; 2.5; 6.5; 8.5; 9.11; 10.1, 27; 11.8, 20; 13.14. 

 
The city enduring is the New Jerusalem, not the old one even though great 
things are yet in store for this old Jerusalem.  It is not the end. 
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He.12.22  But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels, 
23  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of 
just men made perfect, 
24  And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 
of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

 
How difficult the prospect must have been for these brethren to consider 
that Jerusalem would be laid waste.  But the Lord through His word 
sounded the warning during his earthly ministry and through the pens of 
other writers that this was coming soon. (cf. Lk.21.10-24) They are to set 
their sights higher. Even Abraham saw he city of God.  He saw into eternity.  
 

Heb 11:10  For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God. 
 
Re 21:2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. (At this point the first heaven and the first earth are passed 
away. [Re.21.1] This is what faith sees.) 

 
14 οὐ γὰρ ἔχομεν ὧδε μένουσαν πόλιν ἀλλὰ τὴν μέλλουσαν ἐπιζητοῦμεν  
 

15  By him therefore let us offer     the sacrifice of praise to God  
      Therefore let us offer by Him                                                         
 

let … offer, ἀναφέρωμεν, 1ppl. pres. subj. act. of the verb a]nafe<rw, 

a]na< up, again +  fe<rw, to bring, to bear, to carry, to bring forth, to 

lead, to lay, to uphold, to endure, to go on, to drive; a]nafe<rw, tss. 

to bring … up, to lead … up, to carry up, to offer up (He.7.27, twice), 
to bear (He.9.28), to let offer (He.13.15). 
 
of praise, αἰνέσεως, gen. sing. of the noun ai@nesij, only this once in 

the NT; see the verb ai]ne<w, which is always tss. to praise (9).  
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continually, διαπαντός, adv. δια< by, through +  παντός or pa?j, all; 

διαπαντός, tss. always (5), continually (2); Mk.5.5, always, night and 
day; He.9.6, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, 
meaning every day as opposed to the holy of holies which was 
entered but once a year; 13.15. 
 

Apart from Christ to take their eyes from the earthly city doubtless caused 
great sorrow at first.  But as they moved their eyes heavenward they could 
see the will of God had provided something better. 
 

Heb 9:23  It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the 
heavens (the things on earth) should be purified with these; but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 
24  For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us [once for all] … 
 
He.11.16  But now they(Abel, Enoch, Noah & his family, Abraham, 
Sarah) desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a 
city. 
 

      διαπαντός 
     continually,         that is, the fruit of our lips  giving thanks  to his name.  
through all [things]                                                     confessing 

 
giving thanks, ὁμολογούντων, gen. pl. masc. part. pres. act. of the 
verb o[mologe<w, and is tss. to profess, to confess (He.11.13), to 

promise, to give thanks (He.13.15); see the noun o[mologi<a, tss. a 

profession (5, He.3.1; 4.14; 10.23), a confession (1). 
 

By Christ let him offer (pres. subjunctive, he should) the sacrifice of praise 
to God continually, knowing that because of Christ, even though the first 
city shall be destroyed, there is …in heaven a better and an enduring 
substance. (cf. He.10.34)  It seems to me that at this place Paul refers his 
dear brethren to the peace offerings for thanksgiving.  In this sacrifice when 
the Israelite would bring his sacrifice, which was a voluntary offering, he 
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would bring an animal of the flock or herd for sacrifice, with unleavened 
cakes baked and fried, and unleavened wafers, plus leavened bread.  How 
much? Well, that depends on how thankful he is.  But of this thanksgiving 
sacrifice, the meat and bread was all to be eaten by all the priests on that 
same day.  None was to remain by the next morning.  Anything remaining 
over was to be burned with fire.  So, the priests were to exhaust the supply 
of the thanksgiving sacrifice on that day. (cf. Le.7.12-15) 
 
As the priests then these brethren were to be ready to exhaust their praises 
to God day by day for all that He has provided for them through Jesus Christ 
their Lord. They must be able to see beyong this veil of tears.  And so 
should we. Brethren the Lord has raise us up for this day.  We are on the 
brink of some very, very difficult days.  See beyond all of this. See what 
Christ has provided. Give thanks to God for all that we have in Christ, now 
and forever. 

 
15 δι᾽ αὐτοῦ οὖν ἀναφέρωμεν θυσίαν αἰνέσεως διαπαντός τῷ θεῷ 
τουτέστιν καρπὸν χειλέων ὁμολογούντων τῷ ὀνόματι αὐτοῦ  
 

16   But                                  to do good     and    to communicate     forget not:  
              be not forgetful    of well-doing                contributions            -        - 
                                                                                         fellowship 

to do good, εὐποιΐας, gen. sing. of eu]poi?a, eu] well +  poie<w to do. 

 
to communicate, κοινωνίας, gen. sing. of the noun koinwni<a, tss. 

fellowship, contribution, communion, distribution, communication.,  
 

forget, ἐπιλανθάνεσθε, 2ppl. pres. imper. of the verb e]pilanqa<nw,; 

see He.13.2. 
 

for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.  
 

such, tοιοῦτος, meaning this kind or these kinds; in He. 7.26; 8.1; 

11.14; 12.3; 13.16. 
 
well pleased, εὐαρεστεῖται 3ps. pres. pass. of the verb eu]areste<w, 

He. 11.5, 6, to please; He.13.16, to well please. 
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This is important for them to remember and do. It is important for us also.  
These brethren were going to suffer rejection by their own nation, their 
brethren, their kinsmen, fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters. They were 
going to be brought before thir courts and tried and suffer martyrdom for 
Christ’s sake.   
 

Lu 21:12  But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and 
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, 
being brought before kings and rulers for my name’s sake. 
… 
16  And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and 
kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to 
death. 
17  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake. 
18  But there shall not an hair of your head perish. 
19  In your patience possess ye your souls. 

 
But they have Christ. They have everlasting life.  They have a fellowship that 
is above this world.  They have a brotherhood, a membership, a body, a 
church.  They are to take this most seriously.  Nothing should come 
between them and their fellowship with their fellowship.  NOTHING.  We 
are to remain in fellowship with this body at all times.  We should do all we 
can to promote the unity of this fellowship.  We should do all we can to 
edify this church.  I should be a help, comfort and encouragement to my 
brethren.  Yes, be a blessing to all men as we can be, but this is most 
important. 
  

Ga 6:10  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. 

 
16 τῆς δὲ εὐποιΐας καὶ κοινωνίας μὴ ἐπιλανθάνεσθε τοιαύταις γὰρ θυσίαις 
εὐαρεστεῖται ὁ θεός 

 


