“Excessive Righteousness”

Matthew 5: 21 - 26
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Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 - 7)

6. We must be taught the genuine realization of righteousness, (vs. 17 - 7: 28)
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Genuine Righteousness Realizes The Reality Of Anger, (vs. 21- 26)

e The reality is that anger is not only outward aggression, (vs. 21 - 22); “Then the priests, the sons of
Levi, shall come forward, for the LORD your God has chosen them to minister to him and to bless
in the name of the LORD, and by their word every dispute and every assault shall be settled. And
all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man shall wash their hands over the heifer whose
neck was broken in the valley, and they shall testify, ‘Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did
our eyes see it shed. Accept atonement, O LORD, for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed,
and do not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst of your people Israel, so that their blood
guilt be atoned for.” So you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood from your midst, when you do
what is right in the sight of the LORD. ” (Deuteronomy 21:5-9, ESV)

e The reality is that anger hinders worship, (vs. 23 - 24); “If anyone sins and commits a breach of
faith against the LORD by deceiving his neighbor in a matter of deposit or security, or through
robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbor or has found something lost and lied about it, swearing
falsely—in any of all the things that people do and sin thereby— if he has sinned and has realized
his guilt and will restore what he took... he shall restore it in full and shall add a fifth to it, and
give it to him to whom it belongs on the day he realizes his guilt. And he shall bring to the priest as
his compensation to the LORD a ram without blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent for a guilt
offering.” (Leviticus 6:2-6, ESV)

o The reality is that anger is warning sign of judgment, (vs. 25 - 26); “When once the master of the
house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying,
‘Lord, open to us,” then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.” Then you will
begin to say, “We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.” But he will say, ‘1
tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and
all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. ” (Luke 13:25-28, ESV)

Genuine Righteousness Realizes The Reality Of Lust, (vs. 27 - 30)
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“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:20)

The Lord Jesus Himself Has Told Us That True Righteousness Is Not A Ritual But A Nature, (Chpt. 3 - 12)
e Section 1: A Nature Of True Righteousness Has Been Displayed, (Chpt. 3 - 4)

e Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 - 7)

e Section 3: A Nature Of True Righteousness Must Be Applied, (Chpt. 8 - 9)

e Section 4: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Divinely Expected, (Chpt. 10 - 12)




