
LORD’S DAY 15   (I Peter 2:21-24, I Peter 3)                                                                                              Songs:          261   280   47   186  
 

BLESSEDNESS OF THE TRUTH: CHRIST’S SUFFERING 
 

Intro:  Christ is called the “Sun of Righteousness”.  
          -How beautiful is the sun in it’s rising in the morning. How wonderful it is as we can trace her circuit though the sky . How lovely as she sets in the evening.    
          - Last Sunday we the Son of God in his coming in our flesh, dispelling the night of our sin. How lovely he is in all of his teaching and miracles.  

          - Butt no less beautiful is he as he sinks into his death on the cross. Today we look at the blessedness of the suffering Christ.                                   

I.  THE EXTENT OF JESUS’ SUFFERING: Q.A. 37 
     A.  His suffering is immeasurable in body and soul. 

1. We too suffer many things as a fruit of our sin. 
2. Our bitter grief is as nothing compared to his guiltless and unbearable suffering. 
3. He willingly suffered without murmuring or complaining. 
4. He must suffer in body and soul because we sinned in body and soul. 
5. He suffered all his life and especially at the end of his life. 

     B.  His suffering is immeasurable at the hands of men. 
          1. At his birth in poverty and threats on his life. 
          2. Surrounded by ungodliness. 
          3. Rebuffed in his teaching and miracles. 
          4. He suffered from friends and the church. 
    C.  His suffering is immeasurable at the hands of God. 
          1. The wrath of God was against him not personally, but as he stood in our place. 
          2. It was the wrath of God against the sins of all humanity. 
          3. The purpose of his suffering was propitiation: That he might redeem us. 
     D. Lessons that we must learn: 
          1. How dreadful our sins are. 
          2. Oh the righteousness of God. He avenged our sins on his own beloved Son. 
          3. We must seek the Lord for his mercy. He will show it in and through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

II.   A WONDERFUL COURT SESSION: Q.A. 38 
A. He suffered under Pontius Pilate. 

1. Meant as a temporal qualifier, but the Catechism instructor points out the significance. 
2. The Jews desired to bring about Jesus’ death quietly, but God directs that he be brought before the world’s judge. 
3. The world through her judge passed judgment upon the Lord’s Christ. 
4. God through this human servant passed judgment upon our Mediator. 

B. The court session on earth: 
1. The judge 
2. The accused 
3. The witnesses 
4. The verdict 

     C. The court session in heaven. 
          1. The Judge 
          2. The accused 
          3. The witnesses 
          4. The verdict 
     D. Question: Will God pervert justice? 
          1. The answer is a resounding, “NO!” 
          2. Jesus bore not his own but our transgressions. In our place he stood! 
          3. Jesus condemnation is our acquittal! 

III.   THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS: Q.A. 39 

      A. An awful cross 
1. Crucifixion is the most painful, shameful way to die. 
2. Naked, wearing a crown of thorns, his hands and feet, head and back bleeding… 
3. It would be easy to focus on the visible hurt and shame, but oh the invisible suffering of his soul. The hours of darkness. 
4. The death of the cross is an accursed death (Gal. 3:13). 

      B.  A wonderful cross. 
          1. The Innocent One bore God’s curse for you and me.  
          2. This is the mystery of the cross. This is why that cross is our glory 
          3. This enables Paul to make wonderful statements re. the cross: (I Cor. 2:2  Gal. 6:14).    
     C. The comfort of the cross.  
          1. It is not a comfort for everyone but for that people whom God loved from eternity, for whom Jesus died. 
          2. All the curse due to us for breaking God’s laws were rolled unto our Lord Jesus Christ. 
          3. While we with our sins nailed Jesus to the cross, God’s Spirit tells us “He did this for you!” 
          4. What active obedience of our Savior in his life and in his death! 
          5. God’s grace teaches us that Jesus’ cross is as the ladder of Jacob whereby he comes to us with his blessings 
          6. Therefore we too glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Sun is red in its setting! 
          7. We are redeemed with righteousness. 
 


