
2. Two mistakes people make in relationship to the  

 mirror of the Word of God: 
 

a. To glance at the mirror, but not look closely. 
 

“23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try 

me, and know my anxieties;  

24 And see if there is any wicked way in me, And 

lead me in the way everlasting.”Psalm 139:23-24 

 

b. To look closely in the mirror, but fail to change. 
 

“22 that you put off, concerning your former 

conduct, the old man which grows corrupt 

according to the deceitful lusts,  

23
 
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,  

24
 
and that you put on the new man which was 

created according to God, in true righteousness 

and holiness.”         Ephesians 4:22-24 

 

 

III. RESPOND TO THE WORD (1:25) 
 

A. Obedience is a choice. (v.25a) 
 

“26 Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a 

curse:  

27 the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the 

LORD your God which I command you today;  

28
 
and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments 

of the LORD your God,…”          Deuteronomy 11:26-28a 

 

 

B. Obedience leads to blessing. (v.25b) 
 

“But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who 

hear the word of God and keep it!”        Luke 11:28 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

A. The normal Christian life is a growing relationship with 

Jesus.  You are to be like Jesus and this means ongoing 

development.  Spiritual growth is not automatic; it requires 

action.  The most important action is growing through the 

Bible every day. 

 

“as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that 

you may grow thereby,”             I Peter 2:2 

 

If you are not growing you are shrinking and if you are 

shrinking you are sinning.  Remember, a dusty Bible leads 

to a dirty life!! 

 

 

 

 

B. In this series, you will you will learn how to grow through  

 the Bible and be a “self-feeder” with the Word of God.  

 

Mar 31           Acceleration: The Bible And Spiritual Growth 

 Apr 7            Inspiration:  How We Got The Bible 

 Apr 14            Perspiration:  How To Study The Bible 

 Apr 21            Interpretation:  How To Discern The Bible 

 TODAY         Transformation:  How To Apply The Bible 

 May 5            Proclamation:  How To Share The Bible 

 

  

 

 

 

C. Text:  James 1:19-25 (Pew Bible/Pg 231/New Testament) 

 

 



HOW TO APPLY THE BIBLE 

 

I.  RECEIVE THE WORD  (1:19-21) 
 

The word “received” (v21) means to welcome in.  
 

“But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who 

hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, 

some sixty, and some a hundred.”              Mark 4:20 

 

James gives four “hearing aides” for receiving the Bible, 

which include: 

 

A. Be Careful (v19a) 
 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”  Matthew 13:9 
  

 This statement is used 15 times in the Bible.  

 

B. Be Calm (v19b-20) 
 

“He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding: but 

he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.”  Proverbs 14:29 

 

C. Be Clean (v21a) 
 

“He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever 

confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.”  

 Proverbs 28:13 

 

D. Be Compliant (v21b) 
 

“Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 

God,…”                      I Peter 5:6a 

 

 

II. REFLECT ON THE WORD (1:22-24) 
 

A. The Exhortation: Be doers of  the Word. (v.22) 
 

1. The Command ~ Obey 
 

You are to go beyond just learning the Word to 

obeying the Word. 

 

“(for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight 

of God, but the doers of the law will be justified;”    

    Romans 2:13 

 

“But He answered and said to them, “My mother 

and My brothers are these who hear the word of God 

and do it.”             Luke 8:21 

 

2. The Concern ~ Deception 
 

You are deceived when you think you can get away 

with not doing the Word once you have heard it. 

 

“7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 

whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.  

8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 

corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the 

Spirit reap everlasting life.”     Galatians 6:7-8 

 

“For it would have been better for them not to have 

known the way of righteousness, than having known 

it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to 

them.”                     II Peter 2:21 

   

  See Proverbs 1:20-33 

 

B. The Illustration: God’s Word is like a mirror. (vv23-24) 
 

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 

the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of 

the Lord.”                     II Corinthians 3:18 

 

1. How is the Bible like a mirror? 
 

It reveals right and wrong. 
 

“16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness,  

17
 
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.”   II Timothy 3:16-17 


