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Introduction – The theme of Matthew 8-9 is the authority of Jesus. Matthew is 
presenting Jesus as the King and His Kingdom, so as is true of any king, Jesus has 
authority. Yet since He is King of Kings and His kingdom is over all other kingdoms, 
His authority is as vast as His kingdom – it is all encompassing. 
 
Remember one of the key verses of Matthew is found back in 4:23. “And He went 
through all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.” 
Matthew puts Jesus’ kingdom ministry into 3 categories: teaching, proclaiming 
the gospel, and healing/miracles. 
 
Look at 5:2. “And He opened up His mouth and taught them.” The Sermon on the 
Mount is Matthew’s exemplary demonstration of Jesus’ teaching ministry. And 
now look at Matthew’s conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount in 7:28-29. “And 
when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at His teaching, 
for He was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.”  
 
Now Matthew is moving to a 2nd component of Jesus’ kingdom ministry in chs.8-9, 
His healing/miracle ministry. And what we’ve seen thus far in ch8 is that Jesus has 
authority over the physical realm, the spiritual realm, and the natural realm.  
 
In our text today, Matthew gives a specific example of Jesus’ authority over the 
spiritual realm. Earlier Matthew makes the general statement that Jesus cast out 
the spirits of all who were oppressed by demons. Here he gives a detailed 
account, and it is quite the encounter. This is truly an amazing account of spiritual 
captivity, spiritual deliverance, and as shocking as it can be, spiritual unbelief. 
 

I. A Physical Example of Spiritual Captivity 
a. What we observe about these two men is an outward, physical 

manifestation of the inward, spiritual captivity. 
b. Notice these men lived in the tombs. They made their home among 

the dead. In this region there were caves that were used as burial 



sites. The Gadarene cemetery. There was no place for these men 
among the living. Their home was the place of death. 

i. There could be no greater vivid picture of our spiritual 
condition apart from Christ. In Ephesians 2:1, Paul writes that 
before we come to Christ we are “dead in trespasses and sins.” 
Paul writes in 1 Cor 1:18 that for unbelievers “the word of the 
cross is folly to those who are perishing…” 

ii. In other words, without Christ sin chokes the life out of our 
souls. We are mere physical shells, dead on the inside. Living 
and breathing, yes, but dying on the inside. Perishing. Dead. 
Lifeless.  

iii. You may have heard of a popular TV show about a zombie 
apocalypse called The Walking Dead. That’s exactly how the 
Bible describes our condition apart from Christ. 

iv. It is Christ who brings us alive. He resurrects our dead spirits 
and makes us alive, body and soul, in Him. 

v. Ephesians 2:4 – But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ. 

vi. He takes us out of the tomb of sin and places us in new life in 
Him! 

c. Notice also their state of life. “so fierce that no one could pass that 
way.” Enslavement to sin is a violent way to live. We were created to 
live, to enjoy God, to be free in Him. Sin corrupts. It chokes. It 
destroys. It kills. Sin is violent, and those enslaved and trapped in sin 
often live out in their actions and words the reality of what is taking 
place in their souls. 

d. These two men were held captive in the clutches and chains of sin. 
They were possessed by demons. Totally taken in spiritual captivity. 
No life. Created in the image of God and yet held captive under the 
domain of evil and literally wasting away. 

 
II. A Dramatic Display of Christ’s Authority 

a. “And behold they cried out.” Now that’s different. We haven’t seen 
this before. The demons actually speak through the vocal cord of 
these men and address Jesus.  



b. Note that they know exactly who Jesus is. Ironically this horde of 
demons actually answer the disciples’ earlier question. V27 – what 
sort of man is this? The demons rightly identify this sort of man as 
none other than the Son of God. The cloak of His human flesh 
doesn’t mask His divine nature from them. They have spiritual 
eyesight. There is no need for Him to perform a miracle for them to 
understand who He is. When God comes near, demons tremble! 

c. They not only know who He is, they know that ultimately He will be 
victorious over them! “Have you come here to torment us before the 
time?” What time” The time when Jesus will carry out His sentence 
of justice against all evil and cast them into eternal captivity with 
their commander-in-chief, Satan. Jude, Revelation. 

d. They know their time is limited. They know Jesus will be their judge. 
They know their reign of terror is coming to an end. They just don’t 
know when. Only God knows when the end will come. 

e. Something else they know – they can only do what God gives them 
permission to do. Jesus is God and holds all authority over the 
spiritual realm. Vv30-32. 

f. The other gospel accounts reveal there were about 2000 pigs that 
went bizerk and ran off a cliff to their deaths. I guess they figured if 
they could no longer violently enslave these two men, they would 
wreak havoc on another part of God’s creation. That’s their only 
purpose. Destroy what God has made. 

g. What a dramatic scene of Jesus’ authority! First you have two fierce 
and violent men, and when they are delivered from these demons 
bent on destruction, the next scene is an entire herd of pigs running 
to their death.  

h. You can’t miss this. It’s so evidently and abundantly clear. Everything 
Jesus touches comes to life and everything evil touches comes to 
death. As shocking as that scene is as it unfolds, what happens next 
takes shocking to a whole new level. 
 

III. A Shocking Response to Christ’s Authority 
a. Unbelief is always tragic. 

i. Why did this entire region want Jesus to leave? Well you can 
imagine a herd of 2000 pigs was of great economic value to 
them. These herdsmen wanted to make sure they were not to 



blame for the loss of the herd. They quickly reported what had 
happened. But notice, the herdsmen emphasized the 
transformation of the men. The city emphasized their 
economic loss!  

ii. They could have welcomed Jesus. They could have recognized 
His authority. They could have rejoiced for the two men who 
were now free and in their right minds. They could have 
brought all their sick to Jesus just like Capernaum did. They 
could have believed in Jesus and found everlasting life! But 
they missed that they were in the presence of the Son of God! 
They missed what the demons recognized immediately. Far 
too greatly concerned with their possessions and far too little 
concerned with their souls! Unbelief is always tragic! 

iii. And it is just as tragic today! There are many reasons why 
people reject Christ. There are many reasons why people 
prefer sin to the Savior. Earthly things rather than eternal life. 
Whatever the reason, the result is the same! Tragedy! Death 
instead of life! Captivity instead of freedom. Destruction 
instead of renewal. Eternal death instead of everlasting life. 
Unbelief is a tragedy! 

b. Unbelief is spiritual deadness and captivity. What a contrast! 
Standing before this entire city are two men who are now alive and 
spiritually free, and the city begs to remain in their own spiritual 
deadness and captivity. Shocking, unbelievable, unbelief. 

c. A warning for unbelievers – Jesus will grant your request. 
i. Note that our text mentions two occasions of begging. The 

demons beg Jesus to be cast into the herd, and He grants their 
request. The city begs Jesus to leave, and He grants their 
request too! 

ii. 9:1 – He left them. Life and Salvation left them! Why? Because 
they wanted Him to leave. 

d. A promise for unbelievers – Jesus will grant your request. 
i. If they would have only received Him with joy, they would 

have received every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
ii. John 1:12 – But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His 

name, He gave the right to become children of God. 



iii. John 6:37 – All that the Father gives me will come to me, and 
whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 


