
God’s Grace in Election: A Case Study 

Genesis 25:21-23, Romans 9:10-16 

 

Good morning everyone.  Let me ask you a Bible Trivia Question.  What do the following people have in 

common? 

 

Abraham & Sarah – Jacob - Moses – Rahab - David – Peter- Paul. 

 

Well they were all part of God’s people.  They were all instruments of God related to the messianic hope.  But 

listen to this.  They all had dark side.  They all had committed what we might call grave sins either before God 

put them into service and some even in midstream of their service to God.  In other words God worked through 

their life and in their life in spite of grave sins.  

 

Abraham & Sarah – Polygamy, Hagar and Ishmael 

Jacob – Deception, lying, cheating, stealing, polygamy, favoritism as father 

Moses – killed an Egyptian 

Rahab – prostitute in Jericho 

David – Adultery, murder, polygamist 

Peter – Denied knowing the Lord Jesus when Jesus was in the hands of his enemies 

Paul – Chief Persecutor of Christians and of Christ 

 

Yet God in the lives of all of these men and women showed mercy and chose to accomplish his plans through 

these tainted vessels.  Did he let them get away with all this.  Well, Yes and NO.  He forgave them but they all 

suffered consequences of their actions. 

 

Last week we studied the reaping and sowing principle at work in the life of Jacob the schemer.  He was a get 

what I want whatever it takes sort of guy.  We focused on the consequences side of his actions.  Today I want to 

focus on the Grace of God in the life of Jacob.  And it all began before his life even got started when God made 

a decision, a choice, that was in Jacab’s favor.  Today’s message is about two things: Grace and Election. 

 

Election is a biblical doctrine that creates a lot of challenging questions, head scratching, and hard swallowing.  

And the first time this biblical doctrine surfaces is in the life of Jacob.  The doctrine of Sovereign Election is 

God exercising his right to make a decision about your life and relationship to him before you are born.  And 

then lo and behold, it plays out according to God’s purpose. 

 

Grace is also a biblical doctrine.  The Grace of God in the bible is that teaching that whenever God gives us 

something, anything from our salvation to strength for a difficult season in life, if it comes from God to us 

undeserved and irrespective of our choices, behaviors, attitudes etc., that’s grace. The moment anything comes 

to us from God with the remotest connection to something we do it is no longer grace, but rather it is a reward.  

God does reward and incentive our decisions and behaviors.  100’s of promises in the bible are conditional.  

(Deut 28).  And Bible, I believe, portrays Election as a gesture of Grace rather than reward.   

 

Turn in your bibles to Genesis 25:21.  Here we read about God’s intentions for Jacob before he was born. 

 

Genesis 25:21-23 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD answered 

his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, 

"Why is this happening to me?" So she went to inquire of the LORD.  23The LORD said to her, "Two nations are 

in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, 

and the older will serve the younger." (NIV)   

  



So God made a selection of Jacob to be the blessed Son. God chose Jacob to be in covenant relationship with 

Him.  Through Jacob he would carry out his promises made to Abraham.  Turn now to Romans 9.  Here Paul is 

explaining his statements made at the end of Romans 8 when he said “All things work together for good to them 

that love God and are called according to his purpose.  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the likeness of his Son, … and those he predestined he called, and those called he justified and 

those he justified he also glorified ….and if therefore God is for you then who can be against you…”   

 

He is explaining then in chapter 9 why some Jews who are descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are not 

responding to Christ with saving faith and are therefore not children of Abraham although they are natural 

descendants.  OK that is the context of some very controversial verses that I am about to read. 

 

Romans 9:10-16 (NASB)  And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one 

man, our father Isaac; 11for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order 

that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of works, but because of Him who calls, 
12it was said to her, "THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER." 13Just as it is written, "JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I 

HATED." 14What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15For He says to 

Moses, "I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE 

COMPASSION." 16So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has 

mercy.  

 

That is Paul quoting and explaining Gen 25:21-23. 

 

Now my point today is not so much to teach on election as to focus on the mercy of God’s election of Jacob.  So 

God chose Jacob before he could do anything good or bad so that we would understand and conclude that His 

choice of Jacob had nothing to do with Jacob.  But had all to do with God carrying out his own purposes.    

 

This is a very tough doctrine in the bible to get your arms around, I admit.   

 

But if you just let the scripture speak to you there are some very encouraging dimensions to it, namely the depth 

and riches of God’s grace at work. When you stop to give God credit for sending his Son to die on the cross; 

sovereignly working in your life to make sure you hear the gospel; selectively drawing you through the 

convicting work of the Holy Spirit, granting you the faith you would need in order to respond and without 

which you could not respond;  and doing it all without a thought concerning what you have to offer Him – well 

you can then understand why Paul wraps up his whole discussion on the subject in Rom 11 with this statement.   

 

“Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments 

and unfathomable His ways!  For who has known the mind of the Lord, or became His counselor?  Or Who has 

first given to Him that it might be paid back to Him again?  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all 

things.  To Him be the glory forever. Amen.  Rom 11:33-36 

 

Back to Jacob - God knew in advance that Jacob was going to be a tough nut to get through to; that he was 

going to make some big mistakes; that it wouldn’t be until late in life that he would live in submission to God; 

and he chose him anyway.  Friends that is the grace and mercy of God. 

 

And you can bet that at the end of his life he would say to all of us along with the apostle Paul, It’s not about 

man’s desire because through the bulk of my life I lived for my desires and yet God remained steadfast with me.  

And its not about mans effort or works for God because the bulk of my life I was working for me.  Yet God 

never changed his mind about his calling on my life.  God never cast me aside.  His plan of me being the father 

of the 12 tribes was never in doubt though I wavered constantly.  God never wavered in the decision He made 

concerning me before I was born. 

 

Lets take a look a some of the highs and lows of Jacob’s life.   



 

High point 1: Called before Birth Gen (25:21-23) 

 

Low point 1: His dealings with his immediate family 

Angled for His brother’s birthright, (25:29-34) 

Conspired with His mother to deceive his father and steal from his brother, (27:1-27) 

 

Because of the turmoil following all this Isaac sent Jacob away lest Esau kill him.  And he was on a mission to 

get a wife from his relatives in Haran. 

 

High Point 2: Bethel Encounter: Jacob has is first personal encounter with God  

God Confirms Covenant directly with Jacob (28:10-22)   

God leads him right to his Uncle Laban (29:1-14) 

 

Genesis 28:10-22 (NIV)   
Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 11When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night 

because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. 12He had 

a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God 

were ascending and descending on it. 13There above it stood the LORD, and he said: "I am the LORD, the God of 

your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are 

lying. 14Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, 

to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15I am with 

you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I 

have done what I have promised you."  
16When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it." 

17He was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate 

of heaven."  
18Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured 

oil on top of it. 19He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz.  
20Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am 

taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21so that I return safely to my father's house, then the 

LORD will be my God 22and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give 

me I will give you a tenth."  

 

Low Point 2: The marriage arrangement 

Jacob bargains with Laban for Rachel but gets deceived by Leah and Laban and winds up having to take 

both in order to get Rachel.  (trouble, trouble, trouble) (29:14-30:24) 

Jacob gets even with Laban by deceptively stealing his flocks. (30:29-31:3)  

Jacob flees in the night from Laban. (31:4ff) 

 

High Point 3: Rectifying Strained Relationships (Laban, Esau and God) 

Confrontation and Reconciliation with Laban (31:22-55) 

Confrontation and Reconciliation with Esau (32:1-21) 

Confrontation and Reconciliation with God (32:22-32) Wrestles with God and finally acknowledges that 

blessing is obtained from the Lord not by deception, trickery.  The end doesn’t justify the means. 

 

Low Point 3: Treacherous dealings with Shechem (34) 

Dinah is Raped 

Sons exact revenge through a deceptive agreement 

Family flees 

 

High Point 4: Jacob finally begins to be a spiritual Leader (Gen 35:1-14) 



 

Low Point 4: Jacob’s shows favoritism of Joseph and the older brothers sell him off to slave traders. 

 

High Point 5: God saves Jacob, his children and grandchildren from Famine through Joseph in Egypt 

 

Even though Jacob has come full circle in his life by this point and even though God has never abandoned him 

or quit on him Jacob continues to deal with the ongoing consequences of past ways.  His sons are horrible 

except for Joseph.  Perhaps this is why he favors him.     

 

From before Jacob was born to the end of his life, his years were filled with trouble.  Much of it self made.  But 

God never abandoned Jacob.  God never withdrew from the covenant he made with Jacob.  But Jacob’s whole 

life was basically an abysmal failure.  He is rarely if ever quoted in other books as a positive example until the 

book of Hebrews chapter 11.  But what is said there is said of the final days of his life when he and his sons and 

their families were in Egypt. 

 

Hebrews 11:21 (NIV)  By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he 

leaned on the top of his staff.  

 

Jacob’s story is one which testifies once again of the sovereignty of God’s choice and the faithfulness of God to 

keep his word and promise irrespective of how well you or I may serve God. 

 

So let me once again read with great awe and respect the New testament witness of God’s Sovereign and 

unconditional grace. 

 

Romans 9:11-16 (NASB)  for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in 

order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of works, but because of Him who 

calls, 12it was said to her, "THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER." 13Just as it is written, "JACOB I LOVED, BUT 

ESAU I HATED." 14What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15For He 

says to Moses, "I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE 

COMPASSION." 16So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has 

mercy.  

 

Conclusion: So here is the deal. If you are a child of Abraham through faith in Jesus Christ, that is not going to 

change.  OK.  You are God’s child and nothing whatsoever is going to change that.  You are in covenant with 

God and God will never abandon his unconditional covenant of grace with you extended to you through Christ.  

And you can rejoice in that.  YOU ARE SECURE IN CHRIST. 

 

Your security does not rest in your faithfulness to God but in God’s faithfulness to you.  You can sure make 

your life and others miserable but you will never cause God to withdraw from his covenant with you.  Your 

place in the family of God rests squarely on the unchanging character of God.  For as John says all who have 

received him he gave the right to become the children of God, to them that believe in his name who were born 

not of the will the flesh, nor of the will of man but of the will of God. John 1:12 

 

That’s the grace of God in Election my friends.  You chose him because he first chose you.  You love him 

because he first loved you. Had God not in his mercy opened your eyes to the light and hope of the Gospel and 

gave you enough faith to accept his gift of Christ, you would have gone about your way estranged from him, 

hopelessly, aimlessly, on your merry way to Hell.   

 

But here you sit.  Filled with faith, filled with hunger for the words of God, worship on your heart, thankfulness 

on your tongue, co-heirs with Jesus Christ, destined for heaven, growing in wisdom, spared from the foolishness 

of this world, in community with other believers.  Why?  Because God has shown you mercy. 

 



Why? Not because of anything except that he has sovereignly chose to reveal himself to you and allow you the 

opportunity to choose him.  If that doesn’t make you fall on your face before God nothing will. 

 

Now I would be remiss this morning if I did not speak to those among us who may not yet be in covenant with 

God through faith in Jesus Christ.  Perhaps this very morning God is extending his grace and mercy to you and 

the opportunity to become a child of God through faith in his son. 

 

Boys and girls are any of you ready to confess your sin to God and follow Jesus?  Teenagers?  What about you?  

Do any of you want to have a relationship with God?  Do you hunger in your heart to know God and be His 

own?  Men and women, are you tired of this aimless futile secular world that leads to nowhere?  Are you ready 

for the journey of a lifetime and an eternity? 

 

God has by his sovereign grace seen fit to have you here in this place this morning that you may hear, see and 

believe unto salvation.  God’s grace and mercy is extended to you this morning if you will repent and believe 

the gospel of Jesus. 


