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Early in the writings of the Apostle Paul in the New Testament, he challenges us to run 
the race of life not as the world does in vain but with purpose and without corruption. 
Then at the very end of his life in 2 Timothy 4, he makes this incredible statement, "I've 
finished my course." May that be the challenge today.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, as we prepare today to open up your word, your guidebook, your 
playbook for life, Lord, today may it be the day where we understand where we are on 
that race with you more. Lord, I pray for those in advance who have not yet believed, 
they have not yet entered the race, they are on the sidelines questioning and possibly in 
doubt. God, I pray your Holy Spirit today will speak to their heart and their life. And 
Lord, for the many here who have believed for years and even sometimes decades, God, 
as we get closer each and every day to finishing our race and our course, and I pray that 
we would be found as those who have finished strong. Lord, today if we need conviction, 
Lord, I pray that your word would convict us, if we need comfort, would you comfort us? 
It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of Deuteronomy 
14. Now if you're a guest or visitor with us this morning, we as a family of faith, we are 
very slowly and systematically walking through the Scriptures about a chapter, maybe 
sometimes two chapters a day, for almost a three year time period. This is a Bible reading
plan and a study not designed to simply check off the box and say I accomplished the 
task, the purpose is to allow the Scriptures to kind of soak into our lives on a very 
methodical level and basis. 

As we are in the season of what we know as the resurrection season, the Easter season, 
you may be questioning yourself, "What does the book of Deuteronomy have to do with 
this season of the year?" I mean, here we are just a few days on the other side at least on 
the calendar of discovering that the tomb was empty, what does Deuteronomy have to do 
with that? Well, if you think about it, the book of Deuteronomy has everything to do with
the empty tomb. Allow me to explain. The book of Exodus in your Old Testament is the 
story of the Israelites coming out of 400 years of bondage. The book of Numbers is the 
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story of them wandering in the wilderness. And the book of Deuteronomy is the story of 
the Israelites coming out of the wilderness and into what we know as the Promised Land, 
and because of Jesus Christ and because of the empty tomb, is that not our story today, 
wandering in the wilderness of life? Upon belief in Jesus Christ, there are certain 
promises and blessings and such that come through his word to those of us who are 
believers and so the book of Deuteronomy serves for us as somewhat of a guide of what 
does life or how should life look on the other side of faith.

Today as we turn to Deuteronomy 14, you find yourself in the midst of a whole lot of 
information if you've been keeping up with the Bible reading plan, everything from the 
keeping of the feasts to how to properly do the Passover, the feast of unleavened bread, 
dedicating the Levites for the work of the priestly duty, in the midst of all of that, what 
we discover about the Promised Land is this, it is to be a new normal. Now I want you to 
think about that with me for just a moment, 400 years bondage in Egypt, 40 years 
wandering the wilderness, and now for the very first time they are going to step across 
the Jordan River into something that they hadn't seen in almost 500 years, freedom. Now 
what's amazing about that is this, when you read the book of Deuteronomy, it may appear
on the surface like a bunch of rules and regulations, don't do this, be sure you do that, be 
careful when you participate in such and such, and oftentimes it's our flesh that creeps up 
and says why is the Lord putting parameters on my life? I'll make it real simple, it's called
protection. What he's doing is he is setting up how life is to look for them not to 
somehow hinder them but to protect them, to prosper them, and the new normal that the 
Promised Land can and should provide for them is not bondage of Egypt, not the 
wandering in the wilderness, but the freedom of a new normal.

Today in Deuteronomy 14, a simple verse, verse 2, we're going to see how our new 
normal can look compared to theirs. Now as I mentioned in the midst of all kinds of 
instruction, verse 2 of chapter 14 follows this very strange verse that says we shouldn't 
have markings on our bodies or shave the baldness between our eyes for the dead, it 
should be obvious to all of us, but verse 2, here's what it says,

2 For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath
chosen thee to be a peculiar [or a treasured] people unto himself, above all
the nations that are upon the earth. 

I want you to hear what the Lord is saying. He is saying to those who crossed the Jordan 
River, to those who exhibited faith, to those who believed in his promises, he said you are
to be distinct, you are to be different, you are not supposed to look like, sound like, and 
act like the rest of the world. You are, notice what he has said, you are to be above it. 
Your life is to be distinct. It is to be different.

Today I want to share with you three things that we see happen in the context of the book
of Deuteronomy, somewhat principles, so to speak, that gave them the access to freedom 
and gives us access to freedom as well. Three very simple things: they needed to possess 
discernment, they needed to process discipline, and they needed to have some denial in 
their life.

Page 2 of 9



So let's begin with the first one: discernment. You know, discernment by definition is the 
ability to tell the difference between what is true and what is false, what is right and what 
is wrong. Can we just admit today even as Bible believing Christians, that is getting 
harder and harder every day as we find ourselves inundated and almost overwhelmed 
with just a magnitude of information. In fact, the Bible says this information doesn't just 
come from the world, it even often comes from the religious circles. In fact, in 1 John 
4:1, it says, "Brethren," it says that we need "to be discerning, to test the spirits to see 
whether or not they are of God or not because many false prophets have gone out into the
world." In fact, if you would back it up just probably a page in your Bible to chapter 13, 
verses 4 and 5, I want you to see what the Lord says about these false prophets, about 
these voices that rise up desiring to be the authority in your life. Verse 4 of chapter 13 
says, "You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear him, keep his commandments, 
obey his voice, and you shall serve him and cleave unto him." Verse 5, "And that prophet
or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death because he has spoken to turn you away 
from the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed 
you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way in which the LORD thy 
God commanded thee to walk in it. So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of 
thee." A false prophet is defined here as anybody who speaks anything contrary to the 
word of God. That means false prophets exist both inside and outside of what we might 
call religious systems.

Now if you'll turn a few pages to the right to chapter 18, you'll discover that the Lord had 
an interesting, shall we say, formula of how to deal with false prophets. I want you to 
imagine just for a moment if we might speak different words or we might believe certain 
information differently if verses 20 through 22 of Deuteronomy 18 were enacted literally 
in our culture. "But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which 
I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even 
that prophet shall die. And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which 
the LORD hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the 
thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but
the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him." 

Now let me unpack that for a moment. Basically what the Lord is telling them when it 
comes to discernment is this: if a person supposedly speaks on behalf of God and they get
it wrong or they communicate false information, do not listen to them anymore. You do 
realize that if you would grab a hold of discernment today, it could incredibly change 
your life. You say how could this change my life? The next time you're watching 24 hour
news and they communicate an untruth, turn it off. You say why, the next story might be 
true? When's the last time they got two in a row right? I mean, I remember when I was 
growing up if you wanted to watch the news, you needed a watch because if you didn't 
get it from the TV or the radio at the right time, you missed it. Today, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, if you spend any amount of time watching the news, they're just 
telling stuff to tell stuff because they need to waste some time so they can get some more 
commercials. I mean, every time you turn around, all we hear is it really wasn't that way, 
or it might have been this way, and can I give you some advice? The next time you read 
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something on social media, don't take it instantly as fact. Could you do a little research, 
please? Could you at least just pause for a moment before you reply and make a fool out 
of yourself? And I did say that, by the way. Most of the foolish things said on the internet
are not the original source but you responding to it because you just assume it's true. I've 
got news for you, most of the stuff we hear, most of the stuff we read is not true.

What did the Lord say? You need to be discerning. There is one voice of the Lord and 
there's a million competing voices out there and you and I need to take heed to how the 
Lord created us. He gave us two ears and he gave us one mouth so that we can be 
discerning. As the Israelites were coming out of bondage, out of the wilderness into the 
Promised Land to experience the favor and the blessings of God, they didn't need to hear 
the loudest voice, they needed to hear the right voice. They didn't need to hear the most 
quantitative voice, they needed to hear the voice of truth. And the new normal that I 
challenge you today is this, don't just hear, believe and respond to the wheel that creaks 
the loudest or the volume that has the greatest ratings, but what does the Lord say and 
how does everything else compare to his word. Discernment is a rarity today that is 
needed for each and every one of our lives and once we allow the Lord to speak. 

Then we go to chapter 14 where we began and we need to understand that you and I need
some discipline. Now beginning in verse 22 of chapter 14, there is a passage that pretty 
much makes all of us uncomfortable because verses 20 through 28 of Deuteronomy 14 
talks about that subject matter that any time I talk about this in a context like this, there is 
somebody here that says every time I go to church, you're always talking about money. 
That's not true. It just so happens to be that today chapter 14 talks about money, to 
resources, and notice what it says in verse 22, "Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of 
your seed, that the field brings forth year by year. You shall eat before the LORD thy 
God, in the place," in the temple. It begins to talk about the giving of the 10% of one's 
resources. Go down to verse 26, "And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy 
soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep," that's talking about a second offering. Then you
go down to verse 28 and it says, "At the end of three years you shall bring forth all the 
tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates," and verse 29 
says it's for the poor. 

For the sake of time today, let me just kind of peel away the layers of the last half of 
chapter 14 in Deuteronomy. You know, it's amazing today we get in all these discussions 
and debates, you know, people say, "Well, if you tithe or if you give 10%, that's just Old 
Testament. You're just putting yourself under the law." No, you're really not. Do you 
know why? Because in the Old Testament they gave three tithes. Three. Let me explain 
how this worked. The first one was 10% of however the Lord had blessed you. It would 
go to the Lord, to the temple, to the facilitation of what we know as the Jewish system of 
faith expression. There was also a second tithe that was given. It was set aside for their 
families for the purpose of traveling on the feasts of Israel. There were seven major feasts
that they would gather for, whether it was Passover, unleavened bread, Pentecost, feast of
tabernacles, trumpets, etc. but many of those were an absolute requirement for the men in
the family to attend, and so the Lord made it real clear not only do I give you everything 
you have, it just seems reasonable to put aside a small percentage for him, but secondly, I
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want you to set aside a second tithe so that you can never have an excuse, "We just can't 
make it to Jerusalem this year. We just can't make it to Passover this year. We just can't 
make it to the feast of tabernacles this year." In other words, set aside so that you never 
miss out not just on what I have for you, but listen to this, enjoying the travel with your 
family. Think about when Jesus at age 12 was in the temple and his, you know, earthly 
mother and father came and said, "Where were you and what were you doing?" He said, 
"Did you not know I'd be about my Father's business?" Their entire family was traveling, 
there were dozens of them, it wasn't just a feast to the Lord, it was a feast among 
themselves as a family. Then the third one, it was only taken up every three years so if 
you want to annualize it, if you're one of those who loves spreadsheets, 3.33% per year 
was to go to the poor.

Now I want you to think about how this all worked out. If you were to look at this from a 
budgetary purpose, basically when they went into the Promised Land, here is what the 
Lord said, "I want you to dedicate a little over 25% of everything you have to give unto 
the Lord, to give unto your family, and to give unto those who are in need, and then let 
me work all the rest out." You know, if you do kind of a history of the Jewish people in 
the Old Testament, I think they fared pretty well, did they not? In fact, the Lord said, "If 
you'll do what I've told you to do, you won't even have to worry about building cities, 
you won't even have to worry about planting the crops. I'll have them there for you. Just 
trust me."

You know, when it comes to the discipline of our financial resources, there's a reason the 
Lord gave us 2,500 verses in the Bible about money because we struggle with it. It's 
tough. It's difficult and we always want to be disciplined about something else and never 
about this because it's so easy. Our culture today and I know the statistics vary month to 
month, it's all that information stuff I was telling you about, but approximately three 
quarters, that's three out of every four Americans, are one paycheck away from financial 
duress. I've got to ask a question: would we be better off, this is rhetorical, would we be 
better off if we trusted the Lord with our finances first? The answer is, yes. Would we be 
better off if we trusted the Lord with our finances, took care of our family, took care of 
those in need, and didn't worry about everything the commercials are trying to sell us 
during the time outs of a ballgame? Think about that for just a moment. You know, I 
want you to process this. You realize that if you're a believer in Jesus Christ this morning,
you're saying, "God, I trust you with my soul but I don't trust you with my money. I trust 
you with my eternity but I don't trust you with my budget." Can I give you some practical
information? I'm sure many of you are familiar with this, but do you know that when you 
give faithfully to the Lord, it not only allows you to be in obedience but it forces you to 
budget. I mean, you have to. When you have less than you thought you were going to 
have, you have to decide where those things are going to go and I've just discovered in 
my own life, thankfully my wife and I have been faithful practitioners for decades, when 
you trust the Lord with the firstfruits, all the rest seem to come just as they are needed. I 
didn't say as wanted, I said as needed.

So you and I to have a new normal on this side of the empty tomb, we need to have some 
discernment about the voices we're listening to, and we need to have some discipline with
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what the Lord has entrusted us with. Last but not least, there needs to be some denial. I 
know you may be thinking what do you mean, denial? Go to chapter 18 again. I'm going 
to read this verse in its context. We're only going to focus on one little section of it but 
beginning in verse 9, there is this passage that talks about all kinds of things that I hope 
and I would be willing to say most of you say, "I've never even participated in that, much 
less even considered it." It says, verse 9, chapter 18, "When you are come into the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of 
those nations." In other words, don't do it like they're trying to tell you to do it. Verse 10, 
"There shall not be found among you any one that makes his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire, or that uses divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a 
witch, Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer." 
Now I know what some of you are thinking, "I've never even thought of that stuff. It's 
never even crossed my mind to consult a wizard, an enchanter, a necromancer." I mean, 
sometimes we've read books or we've seen movies and we know about it but it's not 
anything that we've ever seriously considered. 

Well, what I want you to notice is that the beginning of verse 10 in with the wizards, and 
in with the enchanters, and in with the necromancers, it says you shall not allow your son 
or your daughter to pass through the fire. Now I want to explain to you what's happening 
here, what the Israelites had experienced, what some of them even whom we know as 
King Solomon had participated in and the Lord is telling them have nothing to do with it. 
There was a deity, a false god by the name of Moloch under the super system of what we 
would call Baal worship and Ashtoreth and such, and there's really two ways that this 
worked. Moloch in this false system required those who were faithful to offer up or to 
sacrifice their children, their offspring and their future unto him. Now it happened in one 
of two ways. Leviticus 18:21 describes one way where when a child was born, it says 
when a seed of a woman comes forth, they would offer it to the fire. In other words, it's 
what we would call child sacrifice. They would take this young baby and they would 
offer it to this false god in the hopes that somehow it would make them or they would 
receive blessings from him. But here in Deuteronomy it's not talking about the seed, it's 
not talking about the baby, it says if one of your sons or one of your daughters, and what 
was happening in those days and, by the way, it eerily happens in our day and I'll show 
you in just a moment, is they would have a ceremony, they would have a time where they
would create an environment that had a lot of fire and it wasn't one in which the child 
would be burned in the fire, it is a time where the child would pass through the fire much 
like a walkway or such, and it symbolized and it demonstrated that that child was now the
sole possession of that false deity, they were trusting this false deity to provide for, to 
bless it, to secure it, and therefore making themselves acceptable to Moloch under the 
Baal system. 

Now I know what some of you are thinking, it just seems so primitive, it seems so 
superstitious, but I want to bring this to our culture today because if we're going to be 
discerning about the voices that we hear and we're going to be disciplined with the 
resources we have, should we not also deny our children and grandchildren being handed 
over to this culture to do with whatever they please? Is that not what happens so often in 
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our world, is we so desire the trappings of this world, we sacrifice our children to the 
world for worldly favor rather than godly favor.

Let me share with you a little story that happened some years ago that tells you how 
misconstrued our culture has gotten. Now before I share this story, I think many of you 
understand that in our home in my life, even in my children's life, sports play a major part
in our life. I'm a sportsaholic, I admit it. It's who we are. So this story isn't an anti-sports 
story, this is an anti-wrong perspective story. Some years ago I was asked and I couldn't 
believe they asked me, I was asked to speak at a middle school on career day. Now how 
often does a Baptist preacher get asked to come to a middle school on career day? I met 
with the principal and I said, "Surely this can't be right, why would you have me?" The 
principal said, "I don't want you to talk about being a preacher, I don't want you to talk 
about being a pastor, I don't even want you to bring up your faith." I said, "Well, I didn't 
think I could legally." Then the principal said, "Here's what I want you to do, I want you 
to give our students a dose of reality when it comes to their education, their career 
choices, and their desires in life." I said, "Fine, I can do that." 

So I walked into a room, it was a large auditorium, probably about 500 maybe 600 
middle schoolers there, and I mean, they were excited because they weren't in class and 
somebody new was there, and I began by asking them a very simple question, I said, 
"How many of you like to play sports?" Well, I knew I was in a sports community and 
everybody put their hands up in the air. I kind of had fun: who plays football, who plays 
baseball, who plays volleyball, who plays soccer? Then I asked them this question, "How
many of you believe that one day you are going to be a professional athlete?" Every hand 
in the auditorium went up. Every one of them. I said, "Okay, that's fine." I said, "Now 
that that is your desire and that is your passion in life, let me give you a dose and appeal 
of reality." And I began to share with those students the statistical probability of being a 
professional athlete. Now I realize the Lord has blessed some folks and that is the path 
that they get to choose. I understand the Lord has favored some individuals and they have
the opportunity to actually play a sport and receive a paycheck for it. But you do 
understand that statistically it is a very rarely phenomena in our culture, and yet if you go 
to a Little League field today, you would think that everybody believes they're going to 
get paid for it one day.

So I began to share the statistics and I shared with them, listen to this, I said, "Using the 
most optimistic statistics we've got, in a room this size, only two of you will one day get 
paid to be an athlete." I said, "There are 600 of you in the room and two of you will get 
paid." I said, "Now that I've given you that information, how many of you believe one 
day you'll be that professional athlete?" Every hand went up again. You say how does 
that happen? That happens because we no longer live in a culture that listens to the voice 
of God, we listen to the voice of the pundits, we no longer live in a culture where we're 
disciplined with our resources, and here's what we've done, parents and grandparents, we 
have sacrificed our children to the culture and said that worldly success is more important
than godly favor. We have become the world and do you know what God said? Don't do 
it. Don't be like the other nations. Rise above. Be different. Be distinct.
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I want to leave you with Matthew 6:33. Jesus said, "Seek first the kingdom of God and all
these things will be added unto you." By the way, if you read Matthew 6, do you know 
what all these things are? Houses, clothing, food and stuff. He says if you'll just put me 
first, let me work out all the rest. Last Sunday we celebrated that the tomb is empty, 
forgiveness is available, salvation is attainable through the blood of Jesus Christ, folks, 
we no longer have to be in the bondage of Egypt, we no longer have to be in the 
wilderness of the Sinai area, we have the opportunity for a new normal but we've got to 
do it God's way and not the world's way.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. Today as we come to this time in 
our service, a time of decision, we've been challenged to run the race, to finish the race, 
we've even looked at the word of God of what it looks like to live that race out. You 
know, but maybe you're that person today who said, "I've been sitting on the sidelines. 
I've never believed. I've never gotten in the race. I'm not even a participant." I've got great
news for you, the Bible says that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved, 
and if you're that person today, just like was demonstrated before us through baptism, a 
belief that happened prior to, can I encourage you just to have a conversation with the 
Lord? The conversation doesn't have to be made out loud, in fact, you don't even have to 
say the same words that I might say, but maybe your conversation would go a little 
something like this. "God, today I just want you to know what you already know, but I'm 
admitting it, I'm the problem and you're the answer. Lord, I believe today, I believe that 
Jesus Christ loved me so much that he was willing to be born on my behalf. I believe that 
Jesus Christ loved me so much that he was willing to live a sinless life on my behalf. I 
believe that Jesus Christ loved me so much that he was willing to pay the price for my sin
on his cross. And God, I do believe that when he rose from the dead, he made it possible 
for all my sins to be forgiven and for my soul to be saved. God, he made it possible for 
me to come out of Egypt. He made it possible for me to leave the wilderness. So God, 
today I don't have all the answers to all the world's problems, but I do know that Jesus 
Christ is the only answer to my sin problem. So the best way I know how, I'm asking you 
to forgive me, I'm asking you to save me, I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe you're that person today who 
had that conversation with the Lord. We'd love to celebrate with you, we'd love the 
privilege of just having a conversation with you. So in just a moment I'm going to pray 
for us and we're going to stand and sing. Just step on out, step forward so we can 
celebrate what the Lord is doing in your life. Maybe that's a conversation that took place 
days, years or even decades ago, but maybe you're that person who needs to follow in 
believer's baptism as you saw demonstrated today, maybe you're that individual, that 
couple, that family, who the Lord has said this is the place that you're to get rooted and 
planted in your faith here at First Baptist. Whatever it is, we'd just love the privilege of 
celebrating what the Lord is doing in your life this morning.

Heavenly Father, as we come to this time of decision, Lord, we recognize that because 
we hear so many voices in this world, it is tough to hear your voice, so God, I pray that 
our ears would be sensitive to your Holy Spirit, God, I pray that all the competitors out 
there would be silenced, in just a moment when we come to this time of response, we 
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wouldn't care what anybody outside or inside this room thinks, we would respond simply 
to you alone. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as Jimmy leads us, whatever decision, I'll be right 
here at the front.

Page 9 of 9


