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Mark 10:35–45 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to 
him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to 
them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, 
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You 
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be 
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And they said to him, “We are 
able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left 
is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the 
ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them 
to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not 
be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 
and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
An Encounter of Selfishness (Verse 35-40) 
Capitalizing on promises. 
 
Jeremiah 33:3 Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things 
that you have not known. 
John 15:7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 
John 14:13 & 14 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 
John 16:23 & 24 In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24 Until now you have 
asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 
1 John 5:14 & 15 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask 
anything according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us in 
whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 
Romans 8:26 & 27 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
Matthew 7:7–11 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 
and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him 
for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 
 
Inward focus of self-promotion. 



 
Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of 
evil and perverted speech I hate. 
Proverbs 11:2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. 
Proverbs 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. 
Proverbs 29:23 One’s pride will bring him low, but he who is lowly in spirit will obtain 
honor. 
Luke 14:11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 
 
Jesus’ reply of warning. 
 
Matthew 5:10–12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 
Mark 10:28–31 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed 
you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 
who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 
31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 
John 15:20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they 
will also keep yours. 
2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted, 
Romans 8:35–37 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is 
written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to 
be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 
 
Self-confidence lives here. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he 
fall. 
1 Samuel 17:37 And David said, “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion 
and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul 
said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you!” 
 
The truth of the matter. 
 
Acts 12:1–3 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to 
the church. 2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw 



that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of 
Unleavened Bread. 
Revelation 1:9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and 
the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of 
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
1 Samuel 2:6–8 The Lord kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. 8 He raises up the 
poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with princes 
and inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, and on them he 
has set the world. 
John 19:10 & 11 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that 
I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, 
“You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. 
Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 
Romans 13:1 & 2 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is 
no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those 
who resist will incur judgment. 
 
A Response of Jealousy (Verse 41) 
 
Romans 12:9–16 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do 
not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient 
in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to 
show hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own 
sight. 
 
The Test of Greatness (Verse 42-45) 
The worldly standard.  
The Kingdom standard. 
 
Matthew 18:1–4 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 
and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 23:11 & 12 The greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
 
The ultimate standard of greatness. 
 
Philippians 2:5–11 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 



grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Hebrews 2:14 & 15 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who 
has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of 
death were subject to lifelong slavery. 
Romans 5:6–8 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
Psalm 49:7–9 Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life, 8 
for the ransom of their life is costly and can never suffice, 9 that he should live on 
forever and never see the pit. 
Isaiah 35:10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away. 
1 Timothy 2:5 & 6 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the 
testimony given at the proper time. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Luke 17:5–10 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 And the Lord said, “If 
you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 7 “Will any one of you who has 
a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, 
‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for 
me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat 
and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? 10 So 
you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done what was our duty.’ ” 
 


