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Reboot 

Nehemiah 11:1-12:26 

 

The Benefits of a Reboot 

❖ Reboot: "an act or instance of making a change in order to 

establish a new beginning" 

❖ Nehemiah 11 and the first half of chapter 12 are about a 

reboot for the city of Jerusalem 

 as a city that is defenseless for 142 years, Jerusalem is a 

dangerous place to live 

 The city was wide and large, but the people within it 

were few, and no houses had been rebuilt. (Neh 7:4) 

 a city plagued by urban blight 

❖ Jerusalem is not only a difficult place in which to live, it is a 

difficult place in which to make a living 

A Plan for Repopulating a City 

❖ Nehemiah knows that a rebuilt city needs an energized and 

committed populace to keep it running smoothly 

 casting lots (a lottery you could win without playing)) 

 leaders along with 10% of the "ordinary people" would 

settle in Jerusalem 

❖ The text doesn't reflect any protest or any sense of "dis"-

ease among those who are relocated 

 those who are "elected" to stay put where they are bless 

those who willingly offered to live in Jerusalem. 

 those chosen to relocate are stirred from within and 

impelled by God to make the move 

 they want what's best for their nation's capital which also 

serves as the nerve center of the nation's life of worship 

Who's Who in Jerusalem 

❖ A population of about 10,000 

❖ Chapters 11-12 reveal a highly organized structure to the 

society and the government of the city 

 this is not a ragtag rabble of refugees 

 these people know their ancestry, their present family, 

and their religious leaders 

❖ The list of people 

 children of Judah (vv. 4-6) 

 sons of Benjamin (vv. 7-9) 

 priests (vv. 10-14) 



 Levites (vv. 15-18) 

 others (vv. 19-24) 

❖ A list of villages for those who live outside Jerusalem (vv. 

25-26) 

❖ 12:1-26 establish the continuity in the priestly and Levitical 

leadership over the past few generations 

 the right to serve at the Temple was an inherited right, 

something that passed from father to son 

 by putting this list here, Nehemiah confirms that the 

proper people are serving in the Temple 

❖ Hidden "nuggets" in chapter 11 

 men of valor (vv. 6 & 14) 

 special areas of responsibility (vv. 9, 11, 12) 

 people who work outside the house of God (v. 16) 

 Mattaniah, a prayer warrior who was the leader in 

beginning the thanksgiving at prayer (v. 17) 

 Uzzi, a singer (v. 22) 

 gatekeepers and Temple servants 

The Willing Unknowns 

❖ All of those named on these lists comprise "the willing 

unknowns" 

 every one of them makes a difference 

 every one of them is important to God 

 think of our own "forgotten heroes" 

❖ The borders of Christ's kingdom are extended on the backs 

and through the efforts of "the willing unknowns" 

 those who serve Jesus by ministering in His church must 

do so with no other thought in mind than that Jesus get 

the glory for whatever they do 

 no area of service is too small... none is insignificant 

 you are every bit as valuable to God and God's work at 

this time, in this place as Mattaniah and Uzzi were back 

then 

❖ Where/How do you need to "reboot" today? 

Personal Application 

1. How do you think you might respond if you were suddenly 

told you were going to be moving next week and that 

someone else would be taking over your current house? 

2. Do you consider yourself to be one of the "willing 

unknowns"? What, if anything, needs to change in your 

motives for or pattern of serving in Jesus' church? 

3. After considering this text and hearing its message, are 

there any ways in which you believe you need to "reboot" 

your attitude about serving God by serving His people? 


