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Beloved Lord, I must apologize, often on these days we have a prayer service, we have a 
focus a little bit more on prayer but this afternoon we'll be just finishing up our series on 
the church and the priesthood of all believers and the giftedness of the church and turn to 
1 Corinthians 12 for that. 1 Corinthians 12. If you're visiting with us this afternoon, we've
done a little bit of a series on the life of the church or the involvement of all believers in 
the work of the church, and we come this afternoon to our final sermon on that, at least 
for now. I'm sure we'll have much more to talk about in weeks to come.

But our Scripture reading is 1 Corinthians 12. 1 Corinthians found in the New Testament 
after Acts and Romans and coming before the smaller letters, for example to the 
Thessalonians or Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians. 1 Corinthians 12. 
We'll begin our reading in verse 14 and read through to the end of the chapter. 1 
Corinthians 12:14, 

14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 15 If the foot should 
say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of 
the body? 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not
of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an 
eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would 
be the smelling? 18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, 
in the body just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one member, where
would the body be? 20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one 
body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor 
again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22 No, much rather, 
those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 
And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on 
these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater 
modesty, 24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed 
the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that 
there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have 
the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the 
members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members 
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rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members 
individually. 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, 
helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30 Do all have 
gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But 
earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way. 

Then, of course, Paul moves from there into 1 Corinthians 13 where he speaks of the 
necessity of love.

So our focus will be on verses 18 roughly to verse 27, specific focus on verses 22 to 27 
but we will touch on the earlier portion as well. And beloved, as mentioned, we're 
finishing up our series on the body of Christ and tonight we get a hint of a neat topic and 
we might call it spare parts. I wasn't sure how to describe it. I don't know if you've ever, 
you know, had that item you're putting together at home and you get it in the box and you
take it apart and it says "Some assembly required," and they always kind of maybe shoot 
a little modestly on that "Some assembly required" part, and you spend your time putting 
it together and you get out your tools and you follow the instructions as well as you can 
and by the time you're done, you have something looking roughly like what you bought 
in the store, but then to the side you have like a whole bunch of screws and nuts and 
maybe even a few pieces of wood and you're like, "Uh-oh, you know, what's that for? 
What did I miss? Why do we have all these extra parts?"

I remember hearing a pastor preach on the body of Christ and how much he loved the 
body of Christ and how beautiful the body of Christ was, and as he preached it, he kind of
caught himself and said, "Well, you know, I love most of the body of Christ." He kind of 
paused and everyone kind of chuckled and he said, "You know, there's just some parts of 
the body we're just not really sure why they're there. They're like an appendix." I looked 
up the appendix on Google and I read a little article on it and the heading was, "We 
finally have an answer for what the appendix does," and then the article went on to say it 
may produce and protect beneficial probiotic colonies that help in digestion. I love that. 
We have finally figured out what the appendix does, it might do this.

Now there are parts of the body that in the intricacy of God's design, we just don't know 
why they're there. We don't know what their function is. There are some parts of the body
that we delight in and if you think you've missed that, boy, you'd be really missing out, 
and other parts, do you know what? They're taken out, gall bladders or tonsils, taken out 
at different times and without them, we don't seem to suffer much. What about the body 
of Christ? Well, the parts of the body that are spare parts, left in the bottom of the box 
and if they're not used, it really doesn't matter very much. There are parts of the body 
where we say, "You know what? We just really don't think that part has a function." But 
more specifically, what about the parts that we do view that way even if we don't confess 
it?
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Have you ever been in a church where, you know, a family goes to another congregation 
under whatever circumstances, it doesn't matter, a family moves or an individual moves 
from your congregation to another one? And as they leave, you know, you kind of say, 
"Wow. I don't know what church is gonna be like without them. They just were so vital in
the church and they helped out so much and they were such a presence, and boy, I don't 
know, that's really gonna kind of hurt the local church." Then on the other hand, you have
another person move and you kinda say, "You know what? That doesn't really matter. I 
don't think it'll kinda make a wave in the church at all. I don't know if we'll miss them." 
No, beloved, people moving from one church to another and that's okay sometimes, it's 
not a wrong thing sometimes. Sometimes. And certainly sometimes we actually wish 
people the Lord's blessings if they move from one church to another. Maybe they find a 
church that more closely fits their own personal convictions on a certain matter and we 
recognize the breadth of the church beyond the local body and we bless them as they go 
and we are thankful that they can find another place where they can serve perhaps a little 
more fruitfully. But you know, it's kind of important for us to realize that the way the 
Lord teaches about the body, there's no parts that leave and we just say, "Ah, you know 
what? That won't hurt. That won't matter. We won't miss much with them gone." 

To the contrary, the way the Lord speaks to the body through his Apostle Paul is to speak
of the necessity of every member of the body and this afternoon our focus is particularly 
not on the strong so much as on the weak, and our first question is: who are the weak? 
Who are the weak? Paul right in this chapter that God has set the members, each one of 
them in the body just as he pleased, then he goes on to say that they can't all be the same 
and they are many and they're different, but one body and each needs the other, verse 21. 
He goes on to say in verse 22, "No, much rather, those members of the body which seem 
to be weaker are necessary." As Paul begins to teach on how God has organized the body 
in every single way and every part is there by God's design, he goes on to say right away, 
"And the members that seem to be weaker, they're needed." They're needed.

Our first question is who are those members that seem to be weaker? Who are those 
people that seem to be weak in the body of Christ? Well, if we think of an earthly body, a
physical body, we know what a weak member is. Maybe you have a weaker ear, maybe 
one ear is not hearing as well, and so when you sit down in a conversation, you make sure
your good ear is towards the person you're talking to because you have a weak ear and a 
weak ear simply doesn't hear as well. Maybe it's a weak leg and so when you're lifting 
something heavy, you want to make sure your strong leg is underneath it because you're 
gonna bear all your weight on your good leg and try and protect the weak leg because the 
weak leg can't handle as much weight as the strong one. You can multiply the illustration 
as many times as you want. A weak arm and so when you're gonna carry something 
heavy, you want to lift it up with the good arm underneath it. But a weak member of the 
physical body is a member that really can't fulfill its role or it's not able to do the task that
normally an arm could do, or a leg could do, or an ear could do. It's not able to function 
as it's supposed to function. 

What's a weak member in the body of Christ? Well, there's a bit of a mystery in the text 
because Paul speaks of this member as one that, verse 22, seems to be weaker, and if you 
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notice in verse 23, he uses the same language, "And those members of the body which we
think to be less honorable." They may not be less honorable but we think they are. So 
what are we talking about here? And when we study the passage and study the broader 
Scriptures, we realize there are weaker members in the church of Christ and there are 
weaker members in the body of the Lord and Savior.

Hear this verse from 1 Thessalonians 5:14 where Paul commands the church this, "Now 
we exhort you, brethren," speaking to the whole church, "we exhort you, warn those who 
are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all." Paul's writing 
to the church of Thessalonica, that church was a renowned church for its love. It was not 
a church that had the struggles of the Corinthians or of the Galatians. It was a very strong 
church. Paul said, "I don't even need to tell you to love each other because your love is so
deep and so great." Then he goes on to say to them, "You know what, guys? I want you 
to remember that you have to uphold the weak. Be patient with all." One of the strongest 
churches mentioned in the New Testament, Paul acknowledges that there is weak 
members among them.

So the question is: who are the weak? We have to recognize it has a couple answers. One,
there are both those who are truly weak and those who seem weak, and in this chapter, 
most theologians and commentary writers agree that when Paul says those who seem to 
be weak, he's not ignoring the fact that there are weak members, but he's recognizing that 
everyone we think is weak, they might not actually be as weak as we think they are, and 
whether they are or not, the question is how do we view them, how do we care for them, 
how do we recognize them as members of the body when we think they're not able, 
perhaps, to do as much as someone else who would be healthy and strong in the Christian
faith.

So who might they be? Who might they be? Well, beloved, there are truly weak members
in the body of Christ. They may be truly weak because they are very new to the Christian 
faith and they simply are like babes in the faith. They don't know a great deal of the Lord 
yet. They don't know a great deal of what it means to live the Christian life and they're 
exciting members of the church, aren't they? The kind of person who hears you read the 
Bible after supper and goes, "Wow! I've never done that! How do you do it?" Well, we 
just open the Bible and pick a passage and read. "That's so great!" They've never done 
private devotions and they hear how you have a Bible reading plan, you can find them on 
the internet, and they come back to you the next day and they say, "I found 54 Bible 
reading plans. Which one's good?" Maybe they just don't have a lot of experience so like 
a muscle that hasn't worked much, like a toddler who's just learning to walk, and they 
sway back and forth until they land on their padded end. There might be weak Christians 
who have been in the faith for a long time. Maybe they're weak because they've never 
been exercised. They've been in a church but never really served, never really stood and 
lived more boldly for Christ and maybe they're weak in that way. There are Christians 
who are weak in the faith because they deal with various disabilities or struggles: 
mentally, physically. You look at a member of the church and they're unable to walk, 
perhaps, and they're 45 years old. We look at them and we figure that's one who is a 
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weaker member of the church, and all of a sudden we get into the question of whether 
they're actually weak or whether they just seem weak.

I don't know if you remember our series on Matthew 18 where we did a series a little 
while ago on Matthew 18 where Jesus had the disciples ask him the question, "Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" He took a little child and he set them in the midst of 
them and said, "Truly I say to you, he who does not humble himself and become like this 
child cannot enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does humble himself and has faith 
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." 

That question of who is the weaker brother is a great one because some people we think 
are weak just seem weak. Do you know what? Greatness in the kingdom of God as we 
focused on in Matthew 18, is not based upon your ability to do things. Greatness in the 
kingdom of God isn't based on you being the greatest Christian, whatever it might be. We
look at the various gifts of the church that we've spoken about, you know, greatness in 
the kingdom doesn't mean you're the greatest Christian encourager, the greatest Christian 
Bible study leader, the greatest Christian helper. That's not greatness in the kingdom of 
God. Greatness in the kingdom of God is based on a spirit that knows what it is to submit 
to God the Father, to know your need for Christ, and to delight in the things of God.

So as Paul speaks with those who seem weaker, he's almost automatically causing every 
single one of us to realize we have to be careful how we view our brothers and sisters in 
Christ because greatness and strength in the kingdom of God isn't based on greatness and 
strength in the kingdom of the world. People who might not be able to do a lot of things 
in the church might be some of the greatest warriors God has ever had. Greatness is not 
based purely on function. And yet there is a true weakness that can exist in the church 
where people simply have weak faith, and maybe you, beloved, have been weak at times 
or are weak right now because the tendency is for Christian living at times both of 
strength and weakness, and the weaker brother is maybe though or the weaker sister is 
maybe those who right now, they just struggle. Maybe they're in that time of doubt and 
they wonder if God is even real, if Jesus even loves them, if Jesus even cares, and 
perhaps for years they've served in the greatest capacity, so to speak, in the church and 
they were visible to all and everyone said, "Wow, look at them. They're gonna do great 
things for the Gospel kingdom." But all of a sudden their faith seems to be shaken and 
they're asked to speak or open in prayer and they tremble and they say, "I don't know if I 
can open in prayer. I don't even know if God listens to me anymore." 

Maybe they're messy. Do you know what it is to see a messy member of the body of 
Christ? When I grew up, my one friend had parents who kept their front living room 
immaculate. There was the living room that was covered with plastic. You all know the 
kind of living room I'm talking about? Maybe some of the younger people don't but it 
used to be that you'd have a sitting room in your house and it was a sitting room that was 
almost never used. It was kind of like the special room. It didn't matter if you had a big 
house or a small house, the sitting room was kind of sacred and that sitting room would 
be used when you had guests over, and when the guests weren't over, maybe they had 
like plastic covers over the furniture or sheets over the furniture. And I had a friend who 
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had a living room in his house and we weren't allowed in there. That was only for the real
guests, not 10 year old guests.

You know, the church of Christ is generally not looking like a living room where the 
furniture is covered. It generally looks a little bit more like a workshop. There's the half-
made chair clamped together waiting for the glue to dry, and the Cub car that never quite 
got finished with three wheels stuck in it. Because the church of Christ can get messy, 
can't it? You can have people who not only do they struggle with how to do devotions but
they struggle with what it means to follow the Lord.

I heard a crazy story one time. It was somebody who came to the faith and they came to 
faith and they were saved out of an exceptionally sinful background, and the church 
noticed all of a sudden that there were all kinds of dollar bills in the offering plate, and 
they wondered why there was all kinds of dollar bills in the offering plate and they found 
out that the Lord had converted someone who was involved in dancing and they wanted 
to tithe their income. So they stuck the bills in the offering plate. 

Weaker Christians can be messy Christians, can be people who need to call their 
accountability partner three or four times a day; people who call up their elder and say, 
"Listen, I know I said I'd never do it again but I just failed"; people who come into church
and maybe they don't know enough to guard their language as well as they should. What's
the sign of a strong church? Is a strong church where 100% of the people come to second 
service? Is it when the prayer room is full because everyone's there? Is it when the giving 
is carried by every person? You know, we spoke earlier of how, you know, the church 
shouldn't have 80% of the work done by 20% of the people. Is a strong church when 
every single member is always active in all things? And the answer is no. To the contrary,
for the church to be strong it has to have, says Paul, members who seem weak, members 
who are broken, members who in the eyes of man don't seem like exceptional Christians 
but maybe just maybe they're those infants in the kingdom of God who have learned what
it is to hold onto God by grace and are being changed into the image of the Savior. 

And Paul says these members are necessary, and we can think of 100 reasons why they're
necessary because without them we forget the Gospel is about grace, could be one of 
them. Because when we don't see people who have their lives still messed up but they 
stand in the same Lord's Supper service with us together, taking the bread and the wine, 
we forget that we're all there by the grace of God. They can be necessary, beloved, 
because the church isn't really alive if there aren't youth in it. What happens when you go 
to a church and they're all gray-headed? I love the gray-headed, it's great to have you 
here. What if everyone has gray hair? What if there's no kids in the church? You come 
there and what do you think to yourself? You think, "You know what? This is a dying 
church." Why? Because there's no new life. Why are weaker Christians necessary for the 
church? Because our calling is to reach the lost and when people come into the church, 
beloved, they don't come in mature, they come in as redeemed, ransomed works in 
progress that God is putting together and teaching about truth and reality and love and 
service and humility and for a healthy church, we'll always have them whether it's 
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covenant youth growing in the faith, whether it's Christians struggling with their own 
sinfulness, whether it's new converts. 

Those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. Why are they 
necessary? So they are necessary, who are they, and if they're necessary, why are they 
necessary? He goes on to say, and why do they get more honor, I guess is one question. 
Verse 23 says, "And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on 
these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, but our
presentable parts have no need," verse 24, "But God composed the body, having given 
greater honor to that part which lacks it, that there should be no schism in the body, but 
that the members should have the same care for one another." 

Why are these members necessary and why are they to be given great honor? Why are 
they so important? And the answer, in short, is because they're members of the body. You
notice verse 25, that's where Paul kind of hits the heart of why we want to give honor to 
certain kinds of members and he says, "that there should be no schism in the body." You 
know what? The body is one. The reason why these weaker members are so necessary is 
because they are part of the body no matter how weak they might be. You know, when 
you have a bad ear, you don't cut off the ear. When you can't hear out of one side of your 
head, you don't cut off the ear because you don't need it anymore. When one arm is not 
strong as the other, you don't get rid of it. It's part of your body, it's simply who you are 
and the reason why the church needs to receive and welcome and recognize that life can 
be messy is because that's what it means to be a Christian, it can be messy.

When someone comes to faith when they're not strong, they're still in faith, they're still 
part of Christ, they're still, beloved, belonging to the church of Christ, therefore, Paul 
calls for a certain treatment. He says that we should give them greater honor, we should 
give them special treatment. It's crazy, the Bible actually calls for partiality in the 
kingdom of God. It calls for special treatment for those who might be seen as less 
honorable in the body.

What does that mean? Well, let's look over to a couple neat passages that might show it. 
One might be Luke 15. You can flip there if you want, if you don't want to, you can just 
listen along because some of you may know right away where I'm going in Luke 15. 
What story is told in Luke 15? It's the parable of the, what? The parable of the prodigal 
son. At the end of the parable, something remarkable happens. The son has gone away, 
he's blown his livelihood in loose living. Starving, he remembers that there's no slave in 
his father's house that is not fed so he comes back to his father's house repentant and he 
says to himself, "I'll say to my father I've sinned against heaven and against you. I'm no 
longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired men." But the 
father, seeing him coming a long way off, runs to him, embraces him. The son begins his 
speech, "I have sinned against heaven and against you, I'm no longer worthy to be called 
your son." And the father closes it off, he'll let no more words be spoken and he calls for 
the best robe and puts it on him, a ring, sandals, the fattened calf, and he begins to throw 
a party, verse 24. If you remember the story, you know what happens when the older son 
hears about the party. The older son is angry. He says, verse 29, "Lo, these many years I 
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have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you 
never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. But as soon as this
son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted 
calf for him." 

How are we to show more honor to our perhaps weaker parts and what does it mean? It 
means the church makes much when God begins to bring sinners home. We can have a 
100 members in the church who have labored all their lives for the kingdom of God 
because this parable is a parable of the kingdom of God. The older son is working in the 
father's house, he is laboring for the father's cause. The younger son has abandoned the 
father's cause. The younger son comes home and he gets receive as a hero, and the older 
son who's been working the whole time in his father's house says, "Why was I never 
treated like this?" You know, in a faithful church when a sinner comes into the kingdom 
of God and someone comes from darkness to light, there should be a party, and you may 
never have had a party thrown for you and, beloved, by God's grace you shouldn't care. 
Because this is a member of the church of God and God wants no division in the body 
and if you have been in the church for 100 years, praise the Lord but God wants to 
recognize that this new member of the faith who has done so many things but has been 
redeemed, is just like you are, a brother, a sister, one in the Lord and Savior, and there is 
an honor paid to the weak, says Paul, that there might be no division or no schism in the 
church of Christ.

Another great story of this is the parable of the worker in the vineyards, Matthew 20, and 
the owner of the vineyard goes and hires people all through the day. First, the first hour, 6
AM, and then at 9 and at noon and at 3, and then finally at 5 o'clock with one hour left, 
he brings them all to the end of the day and what happens? They all get the same wage. 
Why? Because they all stand under the grace of God. They're all there by the same 
sacrificial work of the Savior.

You see, the beauty of being able to understand the church of Christ is having all kinds of
parts, weak and strong, is that it anchors us always back in the reality of who we are. 
We're Christians. We're founded on the same Savior. We're saved by the same blood. One
may have a life of service for many years, the other may just be brought to saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, but we're exactly even. We stand together before the same 
God with the same reward. We both get Jesus Christ. And the idea of the church is that 
when we have our members who take a little more care, a little more concern, maybe the 
marriage is falling apart, maybe the addictions are just driving them and taking over their 
life, and we stand together before the Lord and we care for each other, it shows the unity 
that can be found in one thing only and that's in the Savior. And the beauty of the church, 
beloved, is that it is not all made of strong people. To the contrary, the beauty of the 
church is to realize that she's not made of any strong people.

Joel Beeke tells a story of how when he was a little boy, they had a beggar come to his 
house. The beggar came to the door and knocked and Joel as a little boy went to answer 
the door and the beggar said, "May I have a sandwich? I'm starving." And Joel Beeke left
him outside and he ran to his mother and said, "Mum, there's a beggar at the door. He's 
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asking for a sandwich." And his mum said to Joel, "Go tell the beggar that we don't have 
enough food for ourselves and we don't have enough for him. He'll have to find his meal 
somewhere else." And Joel runs back to the door and he says to the beggar, "Mum says 
we don't have enough food for ourselves and we don't have enough food for you and you 
have to find your food somewhere else." And the little boy, Joel, goes to close the door 
and the beggar puts his foot in the door and he says to the little boy, "If not a sandwich, 
then perhaps just a piece of bread." And Joel runs back to his mother and says, "Mother, 
the man put his foot in the door and said if he can't have a sandwich, could he have a 
piece of bread?" His mother says, "Well, then he's a true beggar. Bring him inside." The 
man received a full home-cooked meal. The church of Christ is just true beggars. Every 
single one. 

Why do we realize no part of the body is unimportant? Why do we care for every 
member? Why do we see the broken and love them and show them mercy after mercy 
after mercy? Because God has shown mercy after mercy after mercy to you and no one in
the body of Christ is any different. This is not a culture club. This is not a home for like-
minded people. This isn't for people who all have the same backgrounds or have the same
struggles. It's a place where God is at work and when God is at work, he's fixing broken 
lives, hurting sinners, and he's making them beautiful because he makes them beautiful in
Christ. That's why I pray that you are here and when you look beside you or behind you, I
hope you realize that no one else is different. We're all just broken sinners and there's not 
any schism in the body, there's not any, "Oh, I am the strong and you are the weak." It's 
not part of the beautiful reason why Paul uses that word "seemingly weak." And is it not 
true that a church without the seemingly weak actually becomes weak as they forget what
grace is all about? If greatness is humility and realizing we stand fully upon the grace of 
God in Christ then, beloved, when we lose that message we have lost our greatness, we 
are no longer strong.

So the church is to love the weak and then the result. Who are the weak? Why are they to 
be welcomed and loved and honored? And what is the result? He says that there may be 
no schism in the body and he does call for a special modesty in that verse. Beloved, he's 
using language out of the human body to recognize that, "Do you know what? Not all 
body parts are treated the same way." You know, when people see us, they see our faces. 
We generally try to hide our armpits perhaps, right, because that's just not the way we 
want to greet people. There are just some parts that we just don't want to meet. Do you 
know what? Sometimes in the body of Christ there's someone who needs some work and 
they say, "You know, I want to lead a Bible study," and you say, "Wow, that's great. 
What do you want to teach on?" And they kind of do this, "The judge seeks a bride and 
the great man utters his evil desire," and they pull something out of left field and they 
say, "Isn't that amazing?" And you're like, "Yeah, it's great but you can't teach a Bible 
study right now." It acknowledges that there's different parts of the body and we care for 
them in a way that protects them. It protects them. It preserves them. It upholds them. It 
defends them

He goes on to say the reason we do this, the reason we recognize this in this whole study 
is that there may be no schism in the body, but that every member may have the same 
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care for each other. Then verse 26, "And if one member suffers, all the members suffer 
with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it." You see, what the 
blessing is of a church body that loves the broken and loves the weak and recognizes 
them as members of the faith is that you get a unity that you can't have without it; you get
a care that you can't have without it; you get a love that you can't have without it because 
it's a love of God. That isn't based on someone being like who you are or having the same
struggle that you have, it's a compassion that all of a sudden reaches beyond the local and
when one person hurts, they all hurt, when one person shares of how they're going 
through a struggle, the entire church begins to pray. 

I know sometimes we have to be careful of what we share with one another and there's 
confidentiality and care, that we don't want to lay everyone's dirty laundry out for 
everyone else to see, but certainly there should be a time when we're able to say with our 
brothers and sisters, "I'm hurting and I need you to pray for me. I need you to walk 
alongside me because I can't do this on my own. I need the love of God shown to the 
body of Christ that has experienced the same thing." And that's what Paul is directing us 
to and that is what God has designed for the church, a place where we have joy in each 
other's mutual joy as we share in the excitement of someone growing in Christ or being 
blessed with an engagement or whatever God may give, and the church responds and 
shares in the joy of their brother and sister in the Lord. And when they suffer and when 
they struggle, and their weakness comes and the failing comes by, we come alongside as 
Galatians 6 says, to restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. We grieve together and 
we mourn together. Why? Because we know what it's like to fail. We know what it's like 
to fall flat on our faces. We know what it's like to say in wonder if God will ever love us 
again. And so we come alongside in weakness, we point each other to the one answer 
we've always had, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Life in the body of Christ, beloved, it's not clean. When we talk about getting involved 
and having God be the ruler of your life and using your gifts and time and energy to serve
and being motivated by love, do you know what's gonna happen? You're gonna get into 
people's lives and you'll find out that no one here, no one here is strong. No one. You're 
gonna find out that people have brokenness; that people have needs; that they have 
weaknesses; that they have fears and doubts. And you're gonna come into their life and 
you're gonna try and serve and all of a sudden you're gonna say, "Whoa, this is a lot," and
you're gonna turn around and say, "Wait a minute, this is the body of Christ and that 
brother, that sister of mine is struggling so much." They only seem weak but if they're 
holding onto Christ, boy, are they ever strong. It means that sometimes our life gets 
interrupted with a phone call, sometimes our plans get interrupted with a need, sometimes
our day is turned around in the drop of a hat because when one member suffers, all the 
members suffer with it, or maybe because when one member rejoices, all the members 
rejoice with it. You see, the body of Christ is so beautiful because it's simply composed 
of true beggars who found bread in Jesus Christ and by God's grace we stand together at a
table heaped with provision that we may be strong in Christ together. 

So, beloved, how do you view the church of God and how do you view your brothers and
sisters? Will you be moved to seek the greatest of these which is love, a love that 
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motivates the care for others and to show concern for others and to come alongside others
as you're able in the providence of God? What a wonderful term. We do not take the 
weight of the world on our shoulders, we do not take responsibility for the well-being of 
every soul, but we show love as God enables us in his grace. Beloved, are you able to do 
that? Will you hear the call of Christ to do that? Will you allow him to make something 
beautiful out of a whole bunch of filthy sinners that he has just overwhelmed with grace 
and affection?

Beloved, if you're a member of the church here, if you're a visitor here, your tendency is 
to think of yourself as weaker, your tendency is to think of yourself as unimportant, your 
tendency is to think, "If I left the church, no one would ever notice. If I disappeared, no 
one would ever care." Please forgive us. Please forgive us because such a member, they 
only seem weak, they are not truly, not when you stand by faith in the Son of God. So 
beloved, let us be a church of the Lord and Savior. Let us be a church with all our flaws 
and all our failings, with all our weaknesses and all our strengths. May we be a body that 
has learned what it is to love one another because we stand together in Christ, and as we 
come alongside true beggars all, may God be pleased to show the all-surpassing power 
has always been of God and not of us. May he use the unity of brothers and sisters in the 
Lord and the gifts that he's given each one, the abilities that we have to serve and 
encourage in all the messiness of growth and discipleship and human failing, that he 
might build a glorious church where no member is much in themselves but by God's 
grace every member shines in the holy robes of Christ. But may God help us to see, 
brothers and sisters in the Lord, with love and act towards them in that same care. May 
God help us to know there are no unimportant parts of the body and by God's grace as we
look to Christ, there's only the seemingly weak because when God views these people, 
they are beautiful in Christ.

Let's come together in prayer.

Father in heaven, Lord, we confess that sometimes we feel ourselves too focused on other
things to perhaps always have the time for the broken and the hurting. We can see people
as a detriment or something that distracts us rather than something of the beauty of what 
it means to serve God together as fellow beggars before a holy King. We praise You that 
there are no strong members in the church of Christ, and we praise You that in Christ 
there are no weak ones either. While we are weak in ourselves, we need strengthening 
and encouragement, Lord, if we stand in whatever weakness we have still holding onto 
the Savior then, Father, we are made truly great. We pray that You may help to show 
that, Lord, help to draw that forward as the church labors as Your body, caring for each 
member, upholding each member, strengthening each member that, Lord, You may show 
the greatness is in Christ, You may demonstrate to the world the beauty of what You do 
with a group of people who are nothing in themselves and we pray, Lord, that it will be 
to the glory of Your name that the world may know we are disciples of the Savior 
because of our love for one another. Now that love may embrace all kinds of our fellow 
believers at all different stages of their walk and, Father, we ask that you will continue to
grant us humility not only to serve but also to be served. Lord, we too are the weak ones 
and we too are the ones who need help in up-building. Give us the courage to be able to 
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ask for help, give us the courage that we all ask for prayer or accountability or 
discipleship. And Father, may You help it to be done in a way that will honor and glorify 
You. We ask, Lord, that You will build Your church, and we ask You to build it here 
locally as well as in all areas of the world. Father, will You help us to be a faithful 
church, messy at times, broken at times, but faithful because we rest upon You, and may 
You bless those labors and may You be glorified and may the weak become strong and 
may we stand always together in Your grace. Thank You for hearing our prayers. In 
Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Page 12 of 12


	Truly Strong
	The Christian's Calling
	By Greg Bylsma

