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Preached at GBC on 4/3/22                                  

Christ’s Deity And Power, Pt.3                               John 5:20,21   

 

The Apostle Paul declared of natural, unregenerate man – “But the natural man 

receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 

neither can he know [them], because they are spiritually discerned.”(I Cor.2:14) 

The word translated “natural” means ‘having the nature and characteristics of the 

breath, the principal of animal life, which men have in common with the brutes’. 

This truth is exactly what is on display in the JEWS who had charged our Lord of 

violating the Sabbath Day, as well as thinking of Him as a blasphemer because to 

their minds  “He made Himself equal with God.” Like I told you in the previous 

message on John 5, Christ wasn’t seeking to make Himself equal with God, 

BECAUSE HE WAS GOD. Christ by His Words was confirming this TRUTH to 

these “blind leaders of the blind”, leaving them without excuse. But being 

UNREGENERATE, natural men, they could not and would not receive it. Matter 

of fact, they hated Him all the more because of Christ’s declaration concerning His 

DIVINITY. What I find so interesting about Christ’s declaration of His Deity, these 

JEWS never SAID anything in answer to anything Christ declared. There is no 

doubt they THOUGHT some things, and might have discussed it among 

themselves, and even charged Christ in their minds, but they NEVER SAID 

ANYTHING in answer to Christ’s declarations of His DEITY AND POWER. In 

declaring His Deity, Christ had told them that like the Father had a work to do, He 

had a WORK TO DO. We left off with His second declaration of His Deity with 

this: The Father had a will, and the Son had a will, and THEIR WILL WAS ONE. 

Throughout the rest of this chapter He continues with these declarations concerning 

His Deity, PROVING that He and the Father ARE ONE. In Jn.10:30, Christ stated 

THIS FACT PLAINLY – “I and [my] Father are one.” Listen to how THESE 

JEWS reacted to this – “Then the Jews took up stones again to stone 

him.”(Jn.10:31) If ONE DENIES Christ’s DEITY and POWER as God, it reveals 

them to be “anti-Christ”.    

 

Here's Christ’s THIRD DECLARATION of His Deity, that He and the Father are 

ONE in INTELLIGENCE – “For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 

things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye 

may marvel.” By beginning this verse with the word “for” Christ is continuing to 



2 
 

present PROOF that He is “equal with God”! Christ’s point by these words is simply 

this – The FATHER has NO SECRETS from the SON. Because Christ IS the Son 

of God, the “Father loveth the Son”, i.e., because they BOTH share the same infinite 

perfections, there is an INDESCRIBABLE LOVE of the Father to the Son. Listen 

to our Lord speak intimately of THIS GREAT LOVE – “And the glory which thou 

gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:  I in them, 

and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know 

that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will 

that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may 

behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation 

of the world.”(Jn.17:22-24) Christ declares in our text that this loves is evidenced 

by this – The Father  “sheweth Him all things that Himself doeth.” This word 

translated “sheweth” means ‘to show or to expose to the eyes’. In other words, there 

is a PERFECT INTIMACY between the Father and the Son because THEY ARE 

CO-EQUAL. When Christ declared that the Father “sheweth Him all things that 

himself doeth”, Christ was not implying that He was ignorant of these things or had 

to be taught about them. According to the Scriptures, Christ the Son lies in the bosom 

of the Father; Christ is the “wisdom of God”; and Christ Himself IS the omniscient 

God - KNOWING all things, not only the things of and in man,  but also knowing 

the “deep things of God.” Think about Peter’s words to Christ  after he had denied 

him and Christ asked Peter the THIRD TIME, “LOVEST THOU ME?” - “Peter 

was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said 

unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith 

unto him, Feed my sheep.”(Jn.21:17) Think about the “certain woman” words to the 

men of Samaria after she encountered and had heard Christ’s words – “Come, see a 

man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?”(Jn.4:29) Let 

me state this as clearly as I can – The ONLY PERSON who can “know all things” 

is Him who PLANNED, PURPOSED, AND WORKETH ALL THINGS 

according to His SOVEREIGN WILL, WHICH CAN ONLY BE GOD. By 

Christ’s words to these JEWS, He was telling them plainly that the Father (whom 

these JEWS claimed as their father) CONSULTED with the Son, CONVEYED 

His purposes to the Son as His EQUAL, and DID NOTHING WITHOUT  OR 

APART FROM THE SON. God “made the worlds by Him” (i.e., the Son). And it 

is BY and THROUGH the Son that the Father purposed the plan of peace, 

reconciliation, and salvation – “Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly [places] in Christ: 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and without blame before him in love.”(Eph.1:3,4) It is through and 

by Christ that the Father shows Himself and His works to men – “In whom the god 

of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the 

glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. For we 

preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 

Jesus’ sake. For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined 

in our hearts, to [give] the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 

power may be of God, and not of us.”(II Cor.4:4-7)         

 

But Christ didn’t stop with these words. He tells them – “and He will shew him 

greater works than these, that ye may marvel.” Because Christ and the Father are 

ONE, the FATHER will glorify the Son by doing “greater works than these.” Thus 

far, Christ has turned water into wine. Christ had healed the man’s son in John 4 who 

was near death. In this chapter we’re studying Christ had healed a man who had 

been an invalid from 38 years. HAD THESE JEWS MARVELED at any of these 

miracles? NO! Matter fact, because of the miracles they hated Christ for all of it and 

sought His death. But Christ tells them that He would perform “greater works than 

these, that ye may marvel.” What could be a “greater work than these”, works that 

would declare more definitively that HE WAS GOD? Christ would raise Jairus’s 

daughter who died while He was healing the woman with issue of blood. – Lk.8: 

52-56. Christ would raise the widow of Nain’s son who was being carried to the 

tomb – Lk.7; and Christ would raise Lazarus from the dead, who had been dead 

FOUR DAYS. When Christ declared He would do greater works “that ye might 

marvel”, it doesn’t mean that Christ did these greater works for THESE 

UNBELIEVING JEW’S SAKE. He did these “greater works” to prove His Divine 

Sonship, His Deity, His work as the God-sent Messiah, and to confirm the faith of 

those who by God’s grace believed on Him. These unbelieving JEWS would 

“marvel”, which means ‘to wonder at’. God’s sheep wondered at the miracles, and 

believed on Him, while these JEWS were amazed and confounded by those same 

miracles – “Blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear.”  
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In Vs.21 we see Christ’s FOURTH DECLARATION OF His Deity and Power as 

He declared HIS SOVEREIGN RITE – “For as the Father raiseth up the dead, 

and quickeneth [them]; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.”(Vs.21) I’m  

certain these JEWS were quite aware of God’s raising the dead PHYSICALLY in 

the Old Testament records. By Elijah, God  was pleased to raise the widow of 

Sarepta’s son in I Kings 17. By Elijah’s successor, Elisha, God was pleased to raise 

the Shunamite’s son in II Kings 4. But here’s the thing – THESE TWO WHO 

WERE RAISED FROM THE DEAD BY GOD’S SERVANTS WERE BOTH 

GENTILES – Turn to Lk.4:23-27. King David, the choicest of Jews, prayed for 

God to spare his son, yet God purposed that child to die – GOD DIDN’T RAISE 

HIM from the dead! God is absolutely sovereign in all matters, INCLUDING LIFE 

and DEATH – “[He that is] our God [is] the God of salvation; and unto GOD the 

Lord [belong] the issues from death.”(Ps.68:20) While Christ could and did raise up 

the dead PHYSICALLY, doing so according to His own sovereign will and 

purpose, I believe we miss the main point Christ was making by this declaration. We 

have to interpret Christ’s words in the context of this whole passage. Look down at 

Vs.25 – “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, AND NOW IS, when 

the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.” 

Christ wasn’t merely talking about PHYSICAL LIFE, but about that SPIRITUAL 

LIFE, which is His to give to whom He will – “These words spake Jesus, and lifted 

up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy 

Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should 

give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they 

might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”(Jn.17:1-

3) Now as the quickening of the dead is an act of almighty power, when Christ 

exercises this same quickening power in a sovereign way, it shows His Deity And 

Power as ONE EQUAL WITH THE FATHER. This quickening power, which is 

LIFE FROM THE DEAD, rests in Christ’s obedience unto death which secured 

and demands eternal life for ALL THOSE given to Him by the Father – “And God 

hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.”                      

(I Cor.6:19)           

 

This JEWS understood what Christ meant, and their hatred will continue to build as 

Christ declares more and more of His Deity and Power. 
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