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The Book of Amos

Text:	Amos 1:1-2; 7:14-17
	
Introduction to class: 	Amos was one of the earlier writing prophets. Amos ministered after Obadiah, Joel, and Jonah, but before Hosea, Micah, and Isaiah. He was born in Judah and lived in Tekoa. Tekoa was just 11-12 miles south of Jerusalem. His name means “burden-bearer”. According to both of our texts, he was a shepherd and a gatherer of sycamore fruit. In other words, he was a layman. He was not born into a family of priests or prophets. He never attended the school of the prophets. But Amos gives his testimony of how he became a prophet of God in chapter 7:14-15 “Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.” He was CALLED of God! He knew his calling was from God and that gave him great confidence in his message and ministry. He was called from his country (Judah) to the northern kingdom of Israel. 

I.	His Ministry
A.	He was primarily called to be a prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel: Amos 7:14-15 “Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.”
B.	He was also called to prophesy to the whole house of Jacob (including Judah): 
1.	Amos 2:4-5 says “Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have despised the law of the LORD, and have not kept his commandments, and their lies caused them to err, after the which their fathers have walked: But I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem.”
2.	Amos 3:1 “Hear this word that the LORD hath spoken against you, O children of Israel, against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying…”
	C.	He was also called to prophesy against six Gentile nations: chapters 1-2

II.	His Message: The theme of the book of Amos is “judgment”.
A.	He pronounced judgment upon six Gentile nations: he repeatedly uses a Jewish phrase: “for three transgressions and for four” which meant that their cup of iniquity was full and overflowing.
1.	Syria and her capital city: Damascus. Amos 1:1-5 The nation of Syria had harassed God’s people under King Benhadad I and King Hazael. God would judge them for how they mistreated His people.
2.	Philistia and her capital city: Gaza. Amos 1:6-8 The Philistines would be judged of God because they sold Israelites in slavery to Edom. 
3.	Phoenicia and her capital city: Tyre. Amos 1:9-10 They had broken their covenant of brotherhood with Israel. Referring to the covenant between King David and King Hiram. They had also given Israelites as slaves to Edom.
4.	Edom and her capital cities: Teman and Bozrah. Amos 1:11-12 Though both nations came from brothers, Esau and Jacob, Israel had suffered terribly at the hands of the Edomites. The book of Obadiah is a prophecy against Edom.
5.	Ammon and her capital city: Rabbah. Amos 1:13-15 The Ammonites, descendants of Lot, had committed cruel crimes against Israel literally ripping open pregnant Israelite women with their swords in times of war.
6.	Moab and her capital: Kirioth. Amos 2:1-3 Moab would be judged by God for desecrating the tomb of an Edomite king. 
One could well imagine that as this village preacher is preaching that 
judgment is going to fall on the enemy nations, that he is building great 
crowds for an audience who are shouting “Amen” while he is preaching.
B.	He pronounced judgment of the southern Kingdom of Judah and her capital city: Jerusalem. Amos 2:4-5 Judah had rejected and disobeyed the Word of God. Uzziah was the king of Judah at this very prosperous time in both kingdoms.  God repeatedly warns in His Word that one of the dangers of prosperity is forgetting God. “The greatest perils, both of nations and men, lie not in poverty, but in prosperity.” – Lockyer
	One can still imagine that the crowds are flocking to hear this man of God as he preaches in Israel against the nation of Judah. Humans generally like to hear preaching against other people’s sin. 
C.	But then, Amos, began preaching and prophesying against the nation of Israel in their religious capital: Bethel. And the crowd didn’t like it at all! As long as you preach against the sins of other people in other places at other periods of time, the crowds will Amen you. But when you preach against the sins of the people in your place at this particular time, they will not like it at all. He prophesied against Israel and her capital city: Samaria.  Amos 2:6-6:14. Israel was under the reign of Jeroboam II and it was a great time of prosperity for the nation. 
	“At this time, both Judah and Israel were enjoying prosperity and security. Luxury abounded (3:10-15; 5:1-6), and ‘religion’ was popular. Israel flocked to the royal chapel at Bethel (4:4-5), and Judah celebrated the Feasts enthusiastically (5:21-22), but the sins of both nations were eroding the religious and moral fiber of the people. Making money was more important than worshiping God (8:5); the rich exploited the poor, the judicial system was corrupt, and injustice flourished (5:11-15, 24; 8:4-6).” – Wiersbe
D.	His message and ministry was challenged by Amaziah, the priest at Bethel. This was one of the priests of the golden calves at Bethel. This religious apostate:
	1.	Misrepresented Amos to the king: vs. 10-11. He twisted Amos’s 	 
		message to say something that Amos did not say.
2.	Told Amos to go back home: vs. 12. Gentlemen, when you go and preach the Word of God to the people and places where God ahs called you, there will always be a crowd that wants you to go back home. They are not all going to be receptive to your message and ministry. When this happens, you cannot quit! You must remember your calling, as Amos did, and stand firm in your calling.
3.	Insulted Amos: vs. 13 “But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it is the king's chapel, and it is the king's court.” What he was saying was that Amos was just a village boy, a village preacher, and he had no business preaching in the king’s chapel. You will be insulted by sinners and saints alike. Honestly, your greatest opposition sometimes is not those who wicked sinners; it is those who are religious sinners, sometimes even your own brethren! Jesus was wounded “in the house of his friends”. He “came unto His own and His own received him not.” You are no greater than your Lord. 
E.	Amos was firm as he stood his ground and prophesied against Amaziah. Amos 7:14-17. He prophesied that:
	1.	Amaziah’s wife would become a harlot.
	2.	Amaziah’s children would be slain.
	3.	Amaziah’s land would be divided and taken.
	4.	Amaziah would die a captive in a foreign land.

III.	His Visions (chapters 7-9)
	A.	The Locust Plague: Amos 7:1-4 After receiving this vision, Amos interceded with God for Israel and God repented of the evil He was going to do.
	B.	The Great Fire: Amos 7:4-6 After receiving this vision, Amos interceded with God for Israel and God repented of the evil He was going to do.
	C.	The Plumb Line: Amos 7:7-9 God told Amos that He would measure His people by His plumb line of heavenly justice and that He would not repent of this judgment. Jeroboam’s house would be destroyed with the sword. It was. God’s Word ALWAYS comes to pass!
	D.	The Basket of Summer Fruit: Amos 8:1-14 God used a basket of ripe fruit to illustrate to Amos and the nation of Israel that they were ripe for judgment. They were robbing the poor and needy, making money their god, and making slaves of the poor. While God makes a clear prophecy to Amos that came to pass when the Assyrians slaughtered them, there is also reference to the Day of the LORD which will take place during the Great Tribulation. And God makes clear as well that when this judgment came, there would be no comforting words from God. Amos 8:11-12 prophesied that there would be a famine of God’s Word.
	E.	The LORD at the Altar: Amos 9:1-10. This judgment again has a direct interpretation but there is great prophetic implications concerning the Great Tribulation. God makes clear that He will sift the Israelite sinners through the sieve of the nations with His sword and that all the transgressors would die. This prophecy will be fulfilled during Daniel’s seventieth week of prophecy also known in scripture as the time of Jacob’s trouble. 

Herbert Lockyer said that “the great lessons of the Book of Amos are: 
1.	Sin is sin in all of its blackness, against the bright background of God’s grace.
2.	Mere ritual is not pleasing to God…Amos had nothing but utter contempt for 
	forms of religion that did not disturb one’s conscience or change one’s life.
3.	The greatest perils, both of nations and men, lie not in poverty, but in prosperity.
4.	God’s dealings with men are for their discipline, not their doom. Discipline, 
	however, if unheeded, only hastens doom and determines destiny.”

Conclusion: 	The Book of Amos closes with a prophecy of the restoration of the nation of Israel: Amos 9:11-15 This passage of scripture was quoted by the Apostle James in Acts 15:14-17 and will find its fulfillment in the Millenial Reign of Jesus Christ.


