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KJV – Genesis 14:1-24 

 

“Abram delivers Lot” 

      The next lesson covers the events after the separation of Abram and Lot. Ever since Abram has 
been promised God’s blessings clear back in the opening verses of Genesis chapter twelve, things 
have not been all that smooth. He has had to move at least eight times.  
 
     Abram has faced famine. He has made some wrong, foolish decisions. He had to say goodbye to 
his own brother’s son, Lot. All of the land, which he is supposed to possess, is possessed by those 
not right with God.  
 
     The LORD God will protect, preserve, prosper, bless and honor the faithful even in the midst of 
the trials and troubles of a chaotic, hostile world. God’s plan is to work in our lives so that we may 
be conformed to the image of His Son. Those who negatively tamper with God’s faithful people will 
receive many destructive things from the hand of God; God has already confirmed this with Abram 
in Genesis 12:2-3.  
 
Genesis 12:2-3 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt 
be a blessing: 

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of 
the earth be blessed. 

     Here in this chapter Abram fulfills three roles:  
 

1. The role of a watcher – Genesis 14:1-12  
2. The role of a warrior – Genesis 14:13-16  
3. The role of a worshipper – Genesis 14:17-24  

 
Genesis 14:1-3 

1And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king 
of Elam, and Tidal king of nations; 

2 That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of 
Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. 

3 All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea. 
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     What is described here is anything but harmonious situations - there is no peace or tranquility in 
the land that is supposed to be Abram’s. The uniting of these powers came about through war. The 
political climate is where the first four kings of verse one are united and in war with the five kings 
of verse 2. The thing uniting these forces is war and that kind of unity won’t last long.  

Genesis 14:4 

4 Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 

     The rebellion of the powers was united by war and the major power and problem is 
Chedorlaomer who was forcing all others to serve him. In the thirteenth year they rebelled that 
would later result in another war that would involve the king of Sodom. 
 
Genesis 14:5-12 

5 And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the 
Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the Emins in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 

6 And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto Elparan, which is by the wilderness. 

7 And they returned, and came to Enmishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of the 
Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezontamar. 

8 And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the 
king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the vale of 
Siddim; 

9 With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, 
and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with five. 

10 And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell 
there; and they that remained fled to the mountain. 

11 And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way. 

12 And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 

     We see here that this conflict resulted in Lot and his family becoming prisoners of war. This will 
lead to the destruction of the Assyrian army. Lot’s choice to move to Sodom and live in Sodom had 
led him into captivity.  
 
     When you are God’s property and you get into things you shouldn’t, you’ll be taken captive and 
God will allow negative things to hit you hard. He is trying to knock some sense back into you. 
That’s one of the reasons the Shepherd has a rod and a staff. 
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Genesis 14:13 
 
13 And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of 
Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram. 
 
     Fourteen long years had passed since the separation of Abram and Lot, but when the Assyrians 
laid their hands on Lot, they laid their hands on the wrong man. The Bible says that one of the men 
who had escaped from the battle came and told Abram the Hebrew. 
 
     This is the first time that the term Hebrew is used. This stresses a special relationship with this 
man, these people and their land. The actual name “Hebrew” seems to emphasize land, whereas the 
latter name “Israel” seems to emphasize ancestor. This is a distinct lineage of people entitled to a 
distinct land.  
 
Genesis 14:14-15 

14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in 
his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. 

15 And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued 
them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. 

     Abram took a group of 318 trained men to rescue his nephew Lot. A small group compared to the 
five confederated armies that he had to go up against, along with the Assyrians the most dominating 
and fearful power in the world at the time. But Abram has one great key advantage on his side, he 
has the LORD.  
 
     We can observe from Abram’s band of his 318 men: 
 

1. They were all born into Abram’s house.  
2. They were armed with proper weapons. 
3. They were trained to use those weapons. 
4. They were willing to believe in their leader and follow Abram. 
5. They fought as a focused and united group and they won.  

 
     You take a church, regardless of size, in which people are born into the family of God and they are 
armed with God’s Word and can defend the Word of God and they are willing to believe in and 
follow their leader, they will fight and win many wars for God. They will do business and win big 
battles for God and see God do some powerful things, regardless of the numbers.  
 
Genesis 14:16-17 

16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the 
women also, and the people. 

17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, 
and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. 
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     Abram’s victory has a great impact upon the lands and the surrounding kingdoms. He destroyed 
the conquering army and brought back Lot, all his goods, the women and all of people that were 
with Lot. All the kings of these kingdoms came out to meet with Abram, they were very impressed 
with Abram’s victory and they not only wanted to congratulate him, but to offer him great wealth.  
 
     In the midst of all these kings showing up for the fanfare there is another King that appears. 
Notice how the focus now turns from the earthly kings to the King and Priest of the Most High God. 
 
Genesis 14:18-20 

18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high 
God. 

19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: 

20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave 
him tithes of all. 

     Melchizedek or (Melchisedec); who was the King of Salem, was both king and priest. Salem is 
Jerusalem and this is the first mention of this important city in the Scriptures. All the kings had 
assembled and all of Abram’s focus and attention immediately turn toward the King of Salem and 
none of the others. Melchizedek brought forth bread and wine and blessing.  
 
     This bread and wine were certainly not because Abram needed food, for he enjoyed all the spoils 
of battle victory. This was for worship purposes and there can be no doubt that this was a picture of 
one who would come, whose body would be broken and blood would be shed.  
 
     But just who was this great king that captured and commanded all of Abram’s attention? 
 
Hebrews 5:5-6 

5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my 
Son, to day have I begotten thee. 

6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 

     We know that the LORD Jesus has a threefold official office; He is King, Prophet and Priest. He is 
our Great High Priest, but yet He is not of the tribe of Levi. 
 
Hebrews 7:11-22 

11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) 
what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be 
called after the order of Aaron? 

12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. 

13 For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave 
attendance at the altar. 
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14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning 
priesthood. 

15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another 
priest, 

16 Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life. 

17 For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 

18 For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and 
unprofitableness thereof. 

19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw 
nigh unto God. 

20 And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: 

21 (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The 
Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:) 

22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. 

     We know the LORD is our High Priest and we see where His priesthood authority comes from; by 
the order of Melchizedek or (Melchisedec). 
 
Hebrews 7:1-3 

1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from 
the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; 

2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, 
and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; 

3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; 
but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. 

     Melchizedek praised Abram and Abram gave him a tenth of everything he had (14:20), because 
he recognized that Melchizedek was a true priest of the most High God. Both Moses and the writer 
of Hebrews; both under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit calls attention to the fact that Abram paid 
tithes to Melchizedek and that Melchizedek blessed Abram. 

     This is what Dr. R.C. Sproul wrote about this in his book “Chosen by God;”  

“Melchizedek blessed Abraham; Abraham did not bless Melchizedek. The point is this: In a 
relationship between Abraham and Melchizedek it was Melchizedek who served as the priest, 
not Abraham. 
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The key thought to the Jew is cited in (Hebrews 5:7); Now beyond all contradiction the 
lesser is blessed by the better. 

The author of Hebrews continues to weave the thread of his argument. He argues that, in 
effect, the father is superior to the son. That means that Abraham is ahead of Isaac in the 
patriarchal pecking order. In turn, Isaac is ahead of Jacob, and Jacob ahead of his sons, 
including his son Levi. If we carry this out, it means that Abraham is greater than his great-
grandson Levi. 

Now if Abraham is greater than Levi and Abraham subordinated himself to Melchizedek, 
then it means that the priest Melchizedek is greater than Levi and the entire line of Levi. The 
conclusion is clear. The priesthood of Melchizedek is a higher order of priesthood than the 
Levitical priesthood. This gives supreme dignity to the high priestly office of Christ.” (Pages 66-
67). 

     Dr. C. I. Scofield stated in his reference notes that: “Melchizedek, type of Christ the King-Priest.” 

Genesis 14:21-24 

21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. 

22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the 
possessor of heaven and earth, 

23 That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is 
thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich: 

24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, 
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion. 

     Notice in verse twenty-one Abram was the victor and the king of Sodom knows it. Verse twenty-
one I do believe is a request of Abram and not a demand by the king of Sodom. Abram knew that 
this king was a scheming, manipulative man and Abram wanted to make certain that in no way 
would he take from or offer one thing to this evil king.  
 
     The King is dangling money in front of Abram and telling him – I’ll keep the people and you take 
the goods. Abram knew this king was evil and he refused to even take a thread or sandal from him; 
Abram took nothing! Maybe a lesson he had learned in the faith from his Egyptian experience. He 
did not want to give the king any reason to glory, in that he could say I have made Abram rich. 
Instead Abram trusted in the LORD, so that through Abram’s walk by faith, his deeds, works and 
actions God would be the ones to receive all of the honor and all the glory. 
 
     There comes a point in all of our lives in which we must make a choice between two ruling Kings. 
The king of Sodom - the king of the flesh, or the King of Salem - the King of righteousness; which is it 
for us? 


