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“Without Excuse” 

Introduction: 

     It has really been a good place to be here tonight. I want to bring you a message tonight, a very 
controversial message some might say; out of the book of Romans chapter one. I want to try and do 
this tonight and not get too in depth with it. I would just like to give you a general overview tonight. 
And the title of this is “No Excuse”, or “Without Excuse.”  

     Romans chapter one is where I’m going to reading my text from, and I will start in verse number 
sixteen. Romans one, sixteen; Paul writes:   

Romans 1:16-20 

 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  

 17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live 
by faith.  

 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  

 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  

 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  

     I’m going to continue reading tonight down to verse number twenty-five, but that thought from 
that last verse will serve as the title of the message this evening; “Without Excuse.” 

Romans 1:21-25 

 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became 
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  

 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  
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 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to 
birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.  

 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour 
their own bodies between themselves:  

 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

     We see here in verse twenty-four that God gave them up and if your will look in Romans chapter 
one and keep reading in verse twenty-six you will see that God gave them up again. Then in verse 
twenty-eight it says that God gave them up, or God gave them over to a reprobate mind. The Bible 
says that the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men: 

     Ungodliness is the way of thinking, the way of believing; Unrighteousness is the way they act the 
way they live. In verse eighteen the Apostle Paul says: For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

     I don’t know if we can always trust the statics I sometimes wonder how they even compile them. 
But they do make for very interesting reading; and if they are near correct there is an awesome fact 
that we as a church must face today. The stats state that if we line all the unsaved people up in the 
world, they would circle the globe 30 times, and the line grows 20 miles every day that we live. 

    These reports also state, that if we could freeze the population of the world today as it is, so that 
no one else was born and that no one else died, in order to stop the line from increasing, and if we 
as the Christian people of the world won souls at the same rate as last year. It would take 320 years 
to win the United States of America to Christ, and a little over 4,000 years to win the world to 
Christ. 

     But we all know that we are not going to freeze the population of the world as it is today, and we 
can’t wait 4,000 years to evangelize the world. I sometimes wonder what we are going to say when 
we face God Almighty in Judgment, and we have not evangelized our generation. 

     I am of the firm conviction that this generation of Saints will answer to God for this generation of 
Sinners. I’m not sure about the statistics but they do state that 75% of the people of the world have 
never heard a clear presentation of the Gospel.  

     They may have heard about God in some form, but never a clear presentation of the Gospel of 
Christ. The power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth: to the Jew first and also the 
Greek.  

     I would add that, that 75% are not in heathen countries, there are some right here in America 
that have never heard a clear presentation of the Gospel. I have also read that 60% of the people of 
the world have never even heard the name of Jesus.  
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     They have never heard about the saving Grace of the LORD Jesus Christ. 

--Now that raises the long asked question: 

• What about all these unsaved heathens that live in parts of the world that have never 
heard the Gospel or even the name of Christ? When they die are they really going to 
Hell? 

• A man in America that has never heard the Gospel, and he dies would He really go to 
Hell, to burn forever and ever, and ever? 

• What about those in heathen countries that have never seen a missionary, never seen a 
Bible, a track, never seen a television or heard a radio message. If they die unsaved will 
they really go to Hell? 

I would like to tell you, “No they’d go to Heaven.” However, that’s not Bible, and since I believe the 
Bible, I must tell you exactly what the Bible says. And the Bible SAYS – “Except a man be born again 
he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 

     But you say – they have never heard the Gospel, they never heard about Jesus Christ, God would 
be unfair, God would be unjust; He would be unrighteous to let them die and go to Hell to burn 
forever and ever. They are ignorant, and since they are ignorant they should go to Heaven. 

Acts 17:30 – And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every 
where to repent: 

     All men, everywhere – that means everywhere; in China, in Russia, in the communist countries 
where no missionaries can go to preach the gospel. All men everywhere are commanded to repent. 
If men went to heaven because of ignorance, then we are going about evangelizing the world the 
wrong way. If we were not held accountable because of ignorance, then the real way to evangelize 
the world would be . . . . . 

• Gather up all the Gospel Preachers, and slaughter them. 
• Burn all the Bibles, gospel tracts and religious literature. 
• Close down all the Bible Colleges and Seminaries. 
• Burn down all the Churches. 
• And outlaw any and all references to Christ. 

     Doing all this would ensure that the next few generations would never hear the gospel, and thus 
by their ignorance they would all go to heaven because none would hear. The Bible plainly says that 
ignorance is not an excuse, and unless a man is born again, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. 
People say, that’s unfair, that’s unrighteous, that’s unjust. 

Let me tell you this . . . Jesus Christ is not one of the ways to heaven;                                     

Jesus Christ is the only way to heaven. 

John 14:6 – I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
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     Sometimes we are so cautious about offending someone, we compromise. We say things like, . . . 
“God will understand . . . . Or I don’t think that God would do that.” But we must stay with the Bible. 
If a man leaves the Bible plan of salvation and teaches some other plan of salvation; He is leading 
people falsely into hell with a false hope of heaven. A man is better off having no hope than a false 
hope. 

     If a man has no hope, He will seek for a hope, and may find the right hope in Jesus Christ. But if he 
has a false hope, he will go through life, rocked to sleep, thinking he is alright and die to find himself 
in hell. 

     His false hope made him think he was alright. Maybe because his name was on a church ledger 
somewhere. A false hope because his is a good person, he lived a good life, maybe he tithed. He did 
the seven sacraments; he was baptized, circumcised, simonized and cap-sized, turned over a new 
leaf. He’s kept all the traditions, the rituals and burned all the candles. 

     And He thinks and says . . . .  “I’m alright, I’m sincere.” No! No! No! No Friends! Sincere is not a 
Saviour. What about those unsaved heathens in foreign countries, there’s billions of them. All of 
them that died in generations past and all that will die in the generations to come before our LORD 
returns what about them. Then I hear those that use the verse taken way out of context stating that: 

Matthew 24:14 – And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations; and then shall the end come. 

     It will be delivered to every nation before the end comes, before the LORD returns, not Rapture, 
but returns, the second coming.  One cannot use this verse to justify the ignorant man’s salvation 
based on his lack of hearing the gospel, because Matthew 24:14 will be fulfilled in the Great 
Tribulation. 

Revelation 14:6 – And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people. 

     Romans Chapter 1, deals with the heathen. Those past, present and future that will leave this 
world without coming to the knowledge of the truth. Suppose they were all in a huge court room, 
and the most brilliant lawyer that ever lived came to represent all these unsaved folks that had 
never heard of the Christ, never heard of the Bible, never seen a missionary or a gospel track. Never 
seen a gospel television program or never heard a Christian radio broadcast.  

And the bailiff reads the charges:  

Romans 1:18-20 

 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  

 19Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  

 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 
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     The defense attorney stands to his feet and says to the LORD of Glory,  

“Your Honor . . . I propose that if these people die and go to hell, you will be an unrighteous, unjust, and 
an unfair God.” . . . . . and he pleads his case. 

     Based off of the lack of opportunity, due to the lack of knowledge and because of ignorance it 
would be an unfair judgment. 

     After he is finished the Apostle Paul becomes the prosecuting attorney. Paul steps up before the 
LORD and says, “Your Honor, I would beg to differ with the defense.” 

     “I say that you would be an unrighteous, unjust and an unfair God if you didn’t send them to Hell. 
Because all men have some light and all men are without excuse.” Paul goes on to say that he has 
three witnesses he wants to call to the stand and I have a few propositions that I want to give to the 
court; and I’m only going to give you one witness tonight but I’ll give you two propositions. 

Proposition Number 1 – All men have some light. 

John 1:9 – That (Jesus) was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 

     Paul now calls his first witness to the stand. He calls the witness of Creation. 

Romans 1:19-20 

 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  

 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  

     Paul states, that these men may have never heard the Gospel, they may have never seen a Bible, a 
Gospel tract or even seen a missionary, but they have all seen creation. And creation says to 
everyman there must be a Creator. . . . 

     Creation is the outward visible witness that there is a Creator, and everyman has that light. 

Creation shows the power of God,                                
there is Glory all around.                                        
And those who must see stand in awe,                                                      
for miracles abound.  

     I am not an evolutionist, I’m sorry; my mind will not allow me to believe such foolishness. Those 
that are, I choose not to debate or argue about it, because they know more about their kin folks then 
I do.  

     Some of my ancestors may have hung by the neck, but none of them ever hung by the tail. I can 
guarantee you that. 
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This crazy business of big-bang . . .  

Once I was a tad-pole long and thin.                              
Then I was a bull frog with my tail tucked in. 

Then I was a monkey hanging from a tree.              
Now I’m a professor with a PHD. 

I can’t buy that monkey tail. 

The Bible only gives one half verse in the whole book to atheism. 

Psalm 14:1 – The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God. 

     Man wants so hard to get rid of God, because he knows if there is a God, he must answer to him! 

     Trying to get rid of God is like the man trying to get rid of his old boomerang after he bought a 
new one. He killed himself trying to throw the old one away. Because every time you try to throw 
God out He comes back, and He keeps coming back, and He keeps coming back. You can’t get rid of 
God, He is everywhere! 

     Like the little boy on the train, talking about Jesus and the skeptical conductor said “Son if you 
tell me where God is, I’ll give you a big red apple.” He came back in a few minutes and said son have 
you thought about that? The little boy said “Yes Sir.” The conductor said “well, you tell me where 
God is and I’ll give you a big red apple!” The little boy replied “Mister, you tell me where God ain’t 
and I’ll give you a whole bushel of red apples!” God is everywhere! 

     All men have the outward visible witness of creation. Paul says in verse 20 . . . . . . 

 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  

     Paul shows here the witness of creation against all mankind, namely the heathen in chapter one. 
But here’s a question. . . .  Is the light of creation enough for a man to be saved, and miss hell? Is just 
believing on the one creator enough to get a man into heaven? The answer is . . . . NO! 

     The Bible never says believe in creation and thou shall be saved. The Bible never says believe in 
one God that created all and thou shalt be saved. A man cannot go out into the woods or the 
mountains look around and up to see all the creation, the mountains, the trees and all that the LORD 
has created and say I believe there must be a God and go to Heaven. He won’t go to Heaven like 
that! 

     The Bible never says just believe and be saved, it always identifies the object of Faith. It is always 
believe on the LORD Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. 

     “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who so ever believeth should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
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But I left out two words. . . . What did I leave out? I left out . . . “In Him.” 

     “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who so ever believeth in Him, 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

     You’ll never find the Bible just saying believe and be saved, believe and be saved! But it’s careful 
to say . . . He that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting life. And he that believeth not the Son, shall not 
see life but the wrath of God abides on him. He that believeth on the Son is not condemned, but he that 
believeth not on the Son is condemned already. 

     It is always that you must believe in Christ; trust on Christ, depend on Christ, rely on Christ. Since 
the light of creation is not enough for a man to be saved; how would God be a just God that sent men 
to hell that only had that much light? Back to the Propositions: 

Proposition Number 1 – All men have some light. 

Proposition Number 2 – Light obeyed increases light. 

     Like a trail of bread crumbs leading the heathen man to Salvation. The best commentary on the 
Bible is the Bible because Scripture interprets Scripture.  

Bible Example - -  

     In Acts Chapter 8; you read about the conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch. 

• Was he a religious man? ---- Absolutely! 
• Was he a good man? ---- Yes he was a good man! 
• Was he an honest man? ---- Yes he was honest! 
• Was he a trustworthy man? ---- Yes he was; he was the treasure for the Queen. He had 

charge of all she had; all of her money was in his charge. 

     He had the light of creation, he knew there was a God and following that light planted in his heart 
he went to church in Jerusalem. He was searching for something. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship. He didn’t know what he was worshiping but he went to church anyway, trying to get his 
spiritual fix. He was a good man obeying the light God had given him but he was lost! 

     Right or wrong? He was lost and on his way to hell, a good man lost. If he would have died in that 
state, he would have gone to hell. Why? Because he hadn’t trusted Jesus Christ as his Saviour. Going 
back to John 1:9 -  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
Every man has a certain measure of Faith that God has given him, and Jesus Christ is the light of the 
world to all men. He reveals a certain measure of light to everyone.  

     Take the Ethiopian Eunuch for example, he was not a Christian. He was a gentile from Ethiopia. 
He was a good man and God had revealed a little light to him. Something got him wondering about 
God. So he went to Jerusalem to worship, he at least is following the light he has, he is not a fool.  
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     His mind is filled with vain imagination he is not saying there is no God. He is searching because 
deep down he knows there is a God even though he doesn’t understand Him or know Him as 
Saviour. So he follows the light to Jerusalem and he goes to Church. 

     On his way home from church he opens the Scriptures. Unusual thing here, he is reading from 
Isaiah, Chapter 53; now who told him to go to Jerusalem, who told him to worship, who told him to 
open the Scriptures, who told him to go to Isaiah 53? Like a trail of bread crumbs leading to the 
treasure (the light); and as long as he follows it, God will reveal more light. 

     Isaiah, Chapter 53 has twelve verses in it. It has twelve mentions of the substutionary death of 
the LORD Jesus Christ, the light! There are over 85 references to Isaiah 53 in the New Testament 
alone. Here is what he is reading: But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 

     He was reading the John Chapter 3 of the Old Testament. But he doesn’t know the who or the He, 
that is he is reading about. But he is obeying the light that the LORD has given him thus far. Because 
he has obeyed the light he has God sends him more light. 

    But he still doesn’t have enough light yet to be saved. So God speaks to an evangelist named 
Philip, I want you to leave your revival meeting in Samaria and go down and join yourself with this 
Ethiopian Eunuch in the Chariot departing from Jerusalem in the desert. 

     Because the Ethiopian was obeying the light he has thus far, God seeds a personal soul winner in 
the form of an Evangelist to witness to him. He joins himself with the Eunuch and like any good Soul 
winner, he has a good opening. “Understandest thou what thou readest?” (Acts 8:30). 

     And the Eunuch says; how can I except some man should guide me? He obeyed the light and 
asked Philip to come up and sit with him, and he read on: He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet 
he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall 
declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my 
people was he stricken.  

     Then he asked Philip the question, . . . . 

“Of whom speaketh the Prophet this? Of himself, or of some other man?” 

     And the Bible says, and then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same Scripture and 
preached unto him Jesus. Now he is getting more light, later on we see that they passed a pool of 
water. And he said; “here is water, what doth hinder me to be baptized?” And Philip said, “If thou 
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest,” more light. And they stopped the chariot and Philip 
baptized him, and the chapter ends with Philip being caught away and the Eunuch went his way 
rejoicing. 

     He got light, and light, and light, until he got the clear plan of salvation and trusted in Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour. He got more light and received Christ and was baptized.  
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     If the chapter had of continued he’d of asked for a set of tithing envelopes because he’s obeying 
the light God gave him. 

     I say to you friends, ignorance is not an excuse, because God has given everyone a certain 
measure of faith, and the LORD also gives all men a measure of light. 

     Now what you do with that and how you act upon it will determine the outcome. 

Proposition Number 1 – All men have some light. 

Proposition Number 2 – Light obeyed increases light. 

     Paul tells us plainly in Romans, that all men have that certain measure of faith given to them by 
God. All men have the light of Creation; in which is seen God eternal power and His Godhead; so 
they are without excuse. 

Acts 17:30 – And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every 
where to repent: 

     To repent and be saved follow the light; all men have some light and light obeyed increases light. 
Obey the light that you have and God will reveal the plan of Salvation and you can be saved. There is 
only one way ignorance is not the way,  ignorance is not the way. You are not justified by ignorance 
but you are justified by faith.  

     Faith in what? Not faith in creation, not faith in one God but faith in the LORD Jesus Christ. I’ll 
close with this: 

Acts 4:12 – Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved. 

     And that name friends, is: the LORD Jesus Christ.  
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