
Adding Fruits to Our Faith
Family Visitation
By Rev. Brian Huizinga

Bible Text: 2 Peter 1:5-9
Preached on: Sunday, April 3, 2016

Hope Protestant Reformed Church
1307 E Brockton Ave
Redlands, CA 92374 

Website: www.hopeprc.org
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/evangelismhopeprc

The following sermon was preached at Hope Protestant Reformed Church in Redlands, 
California. For more information, please visit our website at hopeprc.org.

Let's turn tonight to 2 Peter 1.

1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have 
obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you 
through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his 
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and 
virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, 
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 
And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make 
you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot 
see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11 For so an 
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 12 Wherefore I will not be 
negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye 
know them, and be established in the present truth. 13 Yea, I think it meet, 
as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in 
remembrance; 14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, 
even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. 15 Moreover I will 
endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things 
always in remembrance. 16 For we have not followed cunningly devised 
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fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received 
from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to 
him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we 
were with him in the holy mount. 19 We have also a more sure word of 
prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. 

Thus far we read the Holy Ghost inspired Scriptures.

The text for the sermon which is the theme text for Family Visitation in the year 2016 is 2 
Peter 1:5-9 which we reread.

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to 
virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that lacketh these things is 
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from 
his old sins. 

Beloved, in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Ghost moved the holy man of God named 
Peter to write two epistles to the church. Peter's first epistle is a call to the Christian 
pilgrim facing the fiery trial of persecution in the world to hope for the incorruptible 
inheritance of heaven. In his first epistle, Peter exhorts, "Christian pilgrim facing 
persecution, hope." In his second epistle to the churched, to us, to all God's people, the 
inspired apostle exhorts, "Grow." His very last word to the church is chapter 3, verse 18, 
"But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." Grow.  
So in the second epistle, the apostle takes the attention of the Christian and turns it for a 
moment away from the threat and danger of fiery persecution in the world and he turns 
the attention of the Christian to two internal threats that are found within the church 
visible, making the call to grow necessary and even urgent.

The first danger is personal spiritual lethargy which occurs when the child of God says in 
his heart, of course he never says it with his tongue, he knows better, but he says in his 
heart, "Living a spiritually enriched life of devotion to God and to all of his 
commandments with all of my heart, all of my mind, all of my soul, all of my strength, I 
don't really feel like doing that. I don't really feel like loving God and I don't feel like 
avoiding temptation. In fact, I kind of feel like entertaining temptation." He becomes 
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spiritual lethargic and indifferent and the inspired apostle exhorts, "Grow," maybe even, 
"Grow up." Grow.

The second danger is heresy and heretics which infiltrate Christian communities and the 
apostle warns of them in chapter 2, which begins, "But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies." So the calling of the apostle is to grow, for not only does 
heresy inevitably allow and usually encourages licentiousness of life, but if you're not 
growing in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, you will not be able to 
detect the damnable heresy when it is privily snuck into the church. So, Christian, grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. That's the word of the 
inspired apostle in the second epistle. 

The specific calling of the text before us this evening, verses 5 through 9 of chapter 1 is: 
add fruits to your faith, another way of saying grow. Add fruits to your faith. The passage 
is speaking of the fruits of faith. We read in verse 5, "And beside this, giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge 
temperance," and so on and so forth. Verse 8, "For if these things," what are these things? 
"For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful." The positive implication being if these things are in you, you will be 
fruitful, therefore these things are fruits, add to your faith fruits. If the living Christ is a 
living tree, then the Christian is a branch united to the living tree Jesus Christ and the 
calling is to grow fruits on your branch, all kinds of fruits, as a branch would, but this 
doesn't happen, grow pears and apples and oranges and cherries and pineapples and 
bananas, all kinds of fruit on one branch. We read, "And beside this, giving all diligence, 
add to your faith all these fruits: virtue, knowledge, temperance and so on. Grow, 
Christian. Add fruits to your faith."

If you're not growing spiritually and you don't care, then shame on you. You should care. 
If you're not growing spiritually, then whatever fruit there may be will begin to shrivel 
up. A piece of fruit does not hang endlessly from a branch in a changeless state, it will 
eventually shrivel up and rot and decay. Grow. If you are not growing spiritually or you 
don't think you're growing spiritually or you're not growing spiritually as you would like 
to grow and you do care and you are concerned, don't despair. You stand with all the 
faithful believers of God. We all desire more growth in our spiritual lives and we need 
the word of God to energize us unto growth and God be thanked that he is a good God 
and he gives to us the epistle of 2 Peter which says, "Christian, grow." And he gives to us 
a word tonight that says, "Grow. Add fruits to your faith." And he gives to us elders who 
say in the consistory room, "Let's grow." Let's grow as a congregation and let's take this 
passage in the year 2016 for Family Visitation and go from home to home and say, "Let's 
grow as a congregation and as a home and individually. Let's add fruits to our faith." And 
God uses that means to energize us unto spiritual growth. Giving all diligence in the year 
2016, let's add fruits to our faith.

So let's consider the text tonight under the theme "Adding Fruits to Our Faith." First of 
all, the fruits to add; secondly, the adding of them; and thirdly, the motive in adding 
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them. Before we look at the specific fruits mentioned in the text, we must establish one 
general remark concerning all of the fruits and that is the fruits in the passage are not 
glimmering natural fruits that are common to all men but they are the covenantal  
perfections of God that are fully manifest in Jesus Christ and worked by his Holy Spirit in 
the hearts of believers alone. Not only is this demonstrated by the fact that we are 
referring in the text to the fruits of faith, and we'll come back to that later on, but before 
each fruit mentioned in the text is the definite article "the." Now, that doesn't come out in 
our English translation but we read, "And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your 
faith the virtue; and to the virtue, the knowledge; And to the knowledge, the temperance; 
and to the temperance," and so on and so forth, and Peter is emphasizing the fact that he's 
not referring to some glimmering natural fruits that are common to all men. For example, 
the reprobate heathens say the Canons of Dort discover some regard for virtue but we're 
not talking about that virtue. And the reprobate heathen have some knowledge of God 
and of natural things and even of the facts of the Bible but we're not talking about that 
knowledge. And the reprobate man can even have a natural temperance, that is a self-
control whereby he says, "I will never have sex before marriage." Some of the 
unregenerate say that. "I will never have more than one or two drinks." But Peter is 
saying, "That's not the temperance that we have in view." The inspired apostle is referring 
to the virtue and to the knowledge and to the temperance, that is, to the knowledge of 
Christ, the virtue of Christ, the temperance of Christ, the patience of Christ, the godliness 
of Christ, and so on. Unsurprisingly then, if you were to count the fruits mentioned in the 
passage, there are seven: virtue 1; knowledge 2; temperance 3; patience 4; godliness 5; 
brotherly kindness 6; and charity 7. And seven is a number of God's covenant. These are 
the perfections of God's covenant as they are fully manifested in Jesus Christ and worked 
by his Holy Spirit in believers alone. These are not glimmering natural fruits common to 
all men but these fruits are found only in God's covenant.

What are they? First, virtue. "And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue." Virtue here refers to praiseworthy moral excellence. The opposite of a virtuous 
person would not necessarily be someone who is overtly evil like a murderous Caesar 
Nero, but it would be one about whom you rightly have reservations, "I'm not so sure 
about him. Kind of dishonest. Not so trustworthy. He's always trying to stretch the moral 
boundaries. He's not virtuous. He is not excellent in morality of life." Positively then, 
someone who has virtue is excellent in morality. The word virtue here refers to a perfect 
score; an A+ on the paper; or the gymnast goes out onto the mat and she performs her 
routine and the judges say, "That was flawless. Perfect score." Excellent. Praiseworthy. 
Spiritually then, someone who has virtue is excellent in every facet of life in all 
situations, in all relationships, with the heart, with the tongue, with the body. He gets a 
perfect 10 for conduct, for attitude, for language. Virtue. An example in the Bible would 
be Ruth of whom Boaz said, "And now, my daughter, fear not. I will do to thee all that 
thou hast required for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous 
woman." "Oh that Ruth," they said, the whole city and she came from the outside, "Oh 
that Ruth, she's a gem. I'd love to have my son marry her. I'd love to have her as the 
mother of my children. I trust her with any of my children. That Ruth, full of virtue." 
Praiseworthy moral excellence. That's virtue.
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Fruit 2 is knowledge, "Add to virtue," verse 5 says, "add knowledge." Knowledge refers 
to the saving knowledge of faith whereby one knows and loves God's revelation. Those 
who lack knowledge are ignorant of the Bible as God's word or maybe they know some 
of the truth of the Bible intellectually but they don't believe it and they don't love it. 
Those who have knowledge, they know the Bible, they know the doctrines of the Bible, 
the history of the Bible, they know the principles of Christian living as they are set forth 
in the Bible, they know the Gospel of Jesus Christ and all of the promises of the Gospel, 
that is, they know and love God. 

Knowledge, an example of knowledge in Scripture would be found in Aquila and 
Priscilla, two tent making believers and companions of the Apostle Paul. Aquila and 
Priscilla took Apollos who was a preacher and of whom it is said in Acts 18, "he was 
mighty in the Scriptures. He was instructed in the way of the Lord. He taught diligently 
the things of the Lord." Mind you, Aquila and Priscilla were not theologians, they were 
tent makers and they took a preacher who was mighty in the Scriptures and the word of 
God says, "they expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly." Do you want to 
talk about knowledge, Spirit worked knowledge? Am I ready to find a preacher who is 
mighty in the Scriptures and say, "Let me take my Bible and show you the way of God 
more perfectly"? That was the knowledge of these two tent makers. Knowledge. What a 
beautiful fruit. So far we have virtue and knowledge. How are these fruits growing on us? 
Virtue. Knowledge. 

The third fruit mentioned is temperance, verse 6, "And to knowledge add temperance." 
Temperance is simply self-control. Those who lack temperance or self-control, they can't 
control their spirit, their passions, their appetites, their imagination, their temper, their 
tongue, what they look at on the screen, how much time they spend in front of the screen. 
They just can't say no to sin or even to an overindulgence in good things. No self-control. 
Self-control is Spirit worked moderation in all things lawful and an eschewing of all that 
is unlawful. That's self-control and we can think of the young man Daniel who with his 
friends was brought far away into the palace of the king of Babylon. "This will be easy, 
probably one of the easiest works I've ever engaged in," said Satan, "to get this man to 
fall. No priest. No prophets. No kings here. No parents. No grandparents. No teachers. 
No one looking over the young man's shoulders saying don't do this. And there he was in 
the king's palace with the king's meats and to be sure the king's drinks and the women of 
Babylon. A few young men and this will be so easy." But it wasn't easy because Daniel 
possessed temperance, Spirit worked moderation in all things lawful and an eschewing of 
all that is unlawful. "I, Daniel, will not defile my body and spirit before my God." 
Temperance. How is the fruit of temperance growing with you and me? Self-control?

Fruit number 4 is called patience, "And to knowledge temperance," verse 6 says, "and to 
temperance patience." Patience refers to a Spirit worked ability joyfully and thankfully to 
press on even amid the sometimes tear filled difficulties and trials of life. Patience. 
Without patience one murmurs, murmurs against God, murmurs against people, murmurs 
against things, murmurs with the tongue, murmurs in the heart. But patience is struggling 
down a difficult path, saying, "I know God marked out this path for me. It's hard but God 
marked it out and I know he's with me every step of the way and he will strengthen me 
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because of the difficulties of this path." And number 2, "I know about my very difficult 
path in life, that it's not a path of payment, only Jesus walked that path. There is no wrath 
of God upon me in this path." And number 3, "I know about this path, hard as it is right 
now, that it leads to the everlasting glory of Paradise and so thankfully and joyfully, I will 
press on." That's patience. "I'll cry. You might cry with me. I'll cry. When you ask me, I'll 
be honest and I'll say it hurts, but I'll never murmur. I'll never murmur against my God 
and his way for my life. I will patiently endure, that is with thankfulness and joy, I'll 
press on, even sometimes amid tears." Patience. Surely you have heard of the patience of 
Job, have you not, who amid almost unimaginable suffering pressed on because he knew 
that at the end of his path he would stand in the latter day and, "In my flesh," said Job, "I 
will see God." And on he went in patience. That's a beautiful fruit, isn't it, patience? Like 
a big bright sun-kissed orange hanging from a tree. The beautiful fruit of patience.

Fruit number 5 is called godliness, verse 6, "and to patience godliness." Godliness refers 
to a devotional life of piety in which one lives near to God. Godliness is simply walking 
with God. Worldliness is walking with the world and walking with the world's movies 
and the world's music and the world's mentalities. And worldliness is saying, "I have a 
Bible and I don't really want to read it but I probably should open it once in a while and 
kind of skim a few verses and say a short prayer, though not really from the bottom of my 
heart, because if I don't, I feel guilty." That's worldliness. Godliness is walking with God, 
speaking to God in prayer, listening to God as he speaks out of his word, observing the 
glory of God in the creation. Godliness is what causes other people to say of a man, "That 
man has been with God. He loves God." Godliness is avoiding sin when no one is 
watching because you know your God is watching, and that would hurt me to displease 
my Father in heaven. 

Godliness, he walks with God. We think of Enoch, or how about Mary, Mary the sister of 
Martha and Lazarus who sat at Jesus' feet and listened to his every word? Now, it was 
good for Martha to be in the kitchen. Martha was always busy serving people. She is over 
in the kitchen, she's got her apron on and she's cutting bread, she's getting food ready. It 
was good for my Martha to be busy serving people but sometimes you have to take the 
apron off and walk into the other room because Jesus is in the living room and it's better 
to sit down right next to Mary and to sit there at the feet of Jesus and listen to him and so 
Jesus commends Mary who was godly. She lived and walked with her God, her God in 
the flesh, the Lord Jesus. How is the fruit of godliness growing on me and on you? 
Godliness.

Thus far we have virtue, we think of Ruth; knowledge, we think of Aquila and Priscilla; 
temperance or self-control, we think of Daniel; patience, we think of Job; godliness, we 
think maybe of Enoch or of Mary. The sixth fruit mentioned in the passage is brotherly 
kindness, verse 7, "And to godliness add brotherly kindness." That refers to a love for the 
brethren manifested in acts of kindness. It's really love in action among the brethren. The 
opposite of brotherly love would be cruelty and gossiping and mocking and a refusal to 
be around God's people and deliberately keeping distance, not wanting to be in the midst 
of God's people and therefore having opportunities to be kind. Brotherly kindness is 
living with the brethren and it is love in action, it's helping and assisting and encouraging 
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and visiting and admonishing and giving and serving and praying for. Brotherly kindness, 
it was illustrated, for example, in David who asked, "Is there yet any that is left of the 
house of Saul that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?" And so the brotherly 
kindness in David took Mephibosheth, the lame man, and brought him to his table where 
he did eat meat forever. Love in action. Brotherly kindness, how is that fruit growing? 
Boys and girls, how is the fruit of brotherly and sisterly kindness growing with you and 
with all of us?

Last but not least, the Apostle Paul would agree with that, not least, the greatest of all 
these: charity. Verse 7, "And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness 
charity." Charity is love. The list ends with love and love must refer, first of all, to love 
for Jesus Christ, the one in whom all of these fruits are found and for whose sake we 
possess these fruits. Jesus Christ is the supremely lovely one for he is the supremely 
virtuous one, of surpassing moral excellence. He is the supremely knowledgeable one 
who knows all of the secrets of God's counsel concerning our redemption. He is the  
supremely temperate one who so perfectly controls himself and his desires that when 
facing the prospect of the agonizing death of the cross, he says, "Not my will but thy will 
be done." He is the supremely patient one who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross. He is the supremely godly one who is God in the flesh, the Son who from all 
eternity dwelt in the bosom of the Father. He is the supremely kind brother whose love in 
action was manifested by descending into the bottomless pit of everlasting destruction 
that we might be saved and now saying to all the Mephibosheth's, "Come and sit at my 
table." Christ is the supremely lovely one. Charity, or love, is first of all, love for Christ, 
deep love for Christ, unchanging love for Christ, abiding love for Christ and therefore for 
the church of Christ and for the truth of Christ and for all the people of Christ, it is in 
Jesus Christ then love for God. 

Love is love for Christ. That's best illustrated then in the lives of the apostles who 
hazarded their own lives for the sake of the Gospel of Christ and died as martyrs for 
Christ and for the truth of Christ and for the church of Christ, including the man who 
wrote this inspired epistle and his name was Peter. Peter, we don't know as a fact but 
tradition tells us that his love for Jesus was so strong he died as a martyr crucified upside 
down, not worthy to die as his Lord died. Peter, and wasn't it this one Peter to whom the 
Lord came after his resurrection and said, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?" Not 
once, not twice, but three times, "Lovest thou me?" "Ye, Lord, I love thee." "Then feed 
my sheep." And so he goes out and he feeds his sheep unto death. Why? Because he had 
the seventh fruit which is called charity, that is, love. Love is love for Christ.

There they are. They're beautiful: virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, 
brotherly kindness and charity. Seven covenantal fruits. Add them to your faith. Now, 
here we need to be very careful in giving a careful explanation of the adding of these 
fruits to our faith. Verse 5, "And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue," and all the rest. Add to your faith. Faith. We have faith. Peter says in verse 1, 
"Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like 
precious faith." You have faith. Faith is God's gracious gift that has its source in election 
and it runs through the cross of Jesus Christ and comes to us by the Holy Spirit. Very 
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helpful in this regard is the well-known seventh Lord's Day of the Heidelberg Catechism 
which explains to us faith in its essence. Faith is in its essence that living bond by which 
we are grafted into Jesus Christ and that fits perfectly with the language of the text. Jesus 
Christ is the living tree and each one of us is a dead branch out there and the sovereign 
God in a mysterious work takes us as a dead branch and he grafts us into the living tree, 
Jesus Christ, and that bond that connect us is faith and because of faith, we are able to 
draw all of the life of Christ from him to ourselves. Faith is that bond. 

The essential and fundamental activity of faith is knowing. Faith knows. The believer 
knows. Whom does the believer know? Verse 8, "For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." Faith knows this: I belong to the Lord who is Jesus my Savior and 
Christ, God's prophet, priest and king. I know the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What does faith know and what does it know about the Lord Jesus Christ? Verse 9, "But 
he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he 
was purged from his old sins." I know this about the Lord Jesus Christ, through his death 
on the cross he has purged me from all of my sins and even from my old sins. That's what 
faith knows. This is the foundational knowledge of faith so that when the Gospel first 
came to these Christians to whom Peter writes and God worked faith in their hearts, 
grafting them into Jesus, they had this foundational faith, "I know the Lord Jesus Christ 
and he purged me of my sins." That's true in the covenant of God manifested in the 
continued line of generations. When a little child who has faith begins to grow up and has 
this knowledge of faith, the foundational element of knowledge in a little child of the 
covenant is, "I know that Jesus Christ is my Lord and he purged me of all of my sins." 
That is the foundational element of the knowledge of faith. 

Peter says, "You have faith. You have like precious faith." What does that mean? That 
means that you have been in-grafted into Jesus Christ and so you know him as your Lord 
and Savior, the Christ who has purged you of all of your sins, but is it enough to be 
united to Christ having merely a foundational knowledge? No. By no means, and so the 
calling of the inspired apostle is, "Add. Add fruits to that faith. And beside this, giving all 
diligence, add to your faith." He does not say, "And beside this, giving all diligence, add 
to yourself faith." Add faith. You can't add faith. Faith is never a condition that the sinner 
must fulfill. If you do not have faith, you are a spiritually dead branch. You can't add 
anything, let alone faith, because you have no life and power. No man can add faith and 
the Scriptures do not say, "Add faith," but Peter says, "You have faith. You have been 
given faith now add fruits to your faith," and amazingly we have the power to do that. 
That's wonderful. We have the power to add fruits to our faith. Why is that? Well, verse 3 
says, "According as his," God's, "divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness." God has given us power, divine power. He has given to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness. When did he do that? When did God give us this 
great power? When he grafted us into Jesus Christ so that the life of Christ becomes ours. 
Christ is the Christ of virtue, he's the Christ of knowledge, he's the Christ of temperance, 
he's the Christ of patience and when you were sovereignly, by God sovereignly grafted 
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into Christ, all his life became yours and by that act you now have power to add fruits to 
your faith.

We should understand that all of these fruits are inherently a part of faith because faith 
remembers that bond that connects us to Christ. If you have faith, then you have Christ, 
and if you have Christ, then you have all of the fruits. All of the fruits are inherent to 
faith. They are part of faith as the fruits of the branch are inherently part of the branch 
because the branch is connected to the living tree. So the idea here is that if you want to 
grow oranges, you don't go out somewhere and find some little oranges lying on the 
ground and pick them up in a little basket and carry them over to your orange tree and try 
to stick them on the tree and now hope that your tree is going to grow oranges. No, no. 
The orange is inherently part of the tree. The life of the tree comes up and through the 
branches and there is a little blossom and it grows an orange and the same thing is true 
spiritually. Add these fruits to your faith. Well, that doesn't mean I'm going to look for 
them in my flesh or that I'm going to go around in the world looking for a little bit of 
virtue or some knowledge or temperance or patience and somehow try to connect them to 
my faith. You already have them. If you have faith, then you have Christ, and if you have 
Christ, then you have all of the fruits. They are inherently a part of faith. So then the idea 
add fruits to your faith is, add the exercising of these fruits to your life. Add the 
manifestation of these fruits to your faith. How wonderful is that? We have all seven 
fruits. They're ours. We have them. The calling to add them to our faith then is to 
manifest them in richer and richer measure. That's the meaning of the text. Add fruits to 
your faith.

Now, there's an order to these fruits in the text, first virtue and so on. We read in verse 5, 
"And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
And to knowledge temperance," and so on. There's an order. Surely there is significance 
to the order so that with the exercising of virtue will come knowledge, and with the 
exercising of knowledge will come temperance, and maybe that's worth considering so 
that if I say, "I'm really lacking in patience. I've been very impatient of late. Well, maybe 
I should go back a step. Do I have temperance? Do I have self-control? Hm, I don't know. 
Take it one more step, do I have knowledge? Knowledge. Have I been in the word? And 
all the way back to virtue. Do I have virtue?" There is an order and deliberately an order 
as inspired by the Holy Spirit however practically speaking, we must not insist upon a 
strict logical and temporal order so as to suppose only after we master virtue, have this 
full-grown fruit of virtue, then we'll move on to knowledge and start working on 
knowledge, and after we get full knowledge, then we'll move on to temperance and so on. 
We'll never make it to charity. We'll never get there. So we need to look at all the fruits 
all the time, all seven fruits, and strive to add all of them to our faith.

Add these fruits to your faith in what manner? Verse 5 says, "And beside this, giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue." How? Very diligently. Adding fruits is not something 
we do if we have a little extra spare time. We're not hobby husbandmen where we do 
something else but maybe if we've got an hour or so on the side we'll try to grow a little 
fruit. Not hobby husbandmen. This is our calling. This is our life sunup to sundown in all 
situations, in all relationships. When I go to work. When I'm at church. When I'm 

Page 9 of 13



involved in the life or the work of the church. When I'm involved in the life of the school, 
the work at school. In my home. In all my relationships in the home. Wherever I am, in 
whatever I'm doing, when I'm a little child, when I'm an adolescent, when I'm an adult, 
when I'm in the last years of my life, my full-time never ending calling is to be adding 
fruits to my faith. Give all diligence to add to your faith.

That's appropriate. You think about the diligence with which some people try to maintain 
a very fruitful healthy physical life and body. They study all the ingredient labels and 
what is the sugar content and the amount of calories here. And I'm going to have this 
exercise routine for this week and this exercise routine for that week. And I'm going to 
lay out a meal plan; we're going to have this meal on Monday and this meal on Tuesday 
and balance it out with this meal the rest of the week. And I'm going to have my 
pedometer and check exactly how many steps I took and how many calories I lost. That's 
good. Bodily exercise does profit a little bit but it does profit. That's what Paul says to 
Timothy, "bodily exercise profiteth," but what about spiritually? The spiritual life giving 
all diligence. So maybe I have my own fruitometer and every night I'm checking my 
fruitometer, how many fruits did I grow or in what measure were the fruits grown today. 

Fruits. I have to be conscious of that, the fruits. If God calls me to perform this work with 
all diligence then I have to be conscious every day, "How am I doing with these seven 
fruits? How did I do in patience today?" I can ask that before I go to bed. "How did I do 
in patience today? In self-control?" I want to ask that if I'm supposed to do this with all 
due diligence. So the believer says, I ran into the grocery store today. I just had to get a 
couple of items and then I'm on my way to the next place and lo and behold, there were 
only two cash registers open and there were long lines in both aisles and I take my few 
items to one line and a woman wheels right in ahead of me with her overloaded cart and 
what do I do?" There was a time in my life when I muttered a vulgarity under my breath 
and I scowled at her. I didn't do that. I had control over my spirit and I said in the grand 
scheme of things, this is not that great of an interference and I know I live consciously 
before the face of my God and I want to please him. I saw someone else in that long aisle 
muttering a vulgarity and I said, "That's so foolish." This is no big deal and God is 
watching. And I go home at night and I check my fruitometer how many fruits did I bear 
and I look at patience and say, "God be praised, I've been growing in patience and in self-
control." 

Giving all diligence, add to your faith. If we must give all diligence, then that means we 
want to avail ourselves of the means that God has provided for the energizing of us unto 
growing fruits and preaching is the chief. If I don't go to church, if I'm not prepared to 
come to church and hear the word of God, then how am I going to grow? Personal 
devotions is necessary. If I must give all diligence to adding fruits to my faith, then I 
want to make sure I find a time that works for me to have my own devotions with the 
word of God and with prayer so that I can have quiet meditation and it's profitable for me 
to open up God's word and maybe I have to make some adjustments, but I'm willing to 
consider that if God calls me to give all diligence to this calling and I can pray, "Lord 
God, I was not kind at all today and for the sake of Jesus Christ, purge me of that sin. 
And tomorrow morning, Lord, help me to be kind and considerate of those around me."
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I'll go right back to my Bible before the face of God in prayer and be conscious of my 
fruits and how they're growing and I will have relationships as the child of God with 
God's people because that's an important means in my spiritual life so we can have Bible 
studies together formally, maybe at church, or informally in our homes, and we can 
discuss things together, practical Christian living, and we can hold each other 
accountable. We can catch one another from straying and going off the path. We can 
encourage one another. When I see fruit in the life of my friend, I want to say something 
about that and that's encouragement and God uses that to spur me on to more growth. 

Add fruits to your faith but that's not all, the inspired apostle says, "giving all diligence, 
add to your faith so that these fruits abound." Verse 8, "For if these things be in you, and 
abound," we want to abound with fruit. So the calling of the passage is to add these seven 
fruits to our faith and the passage sets before us a twofold motive in living this life. 
"What is my motive?" says the believer. "Why be diligent in adding these fruits to my 
faith?" First of all, I want to thank God with an active fruitful life. That's my motive. I 
want to thank God with an active fruitful life.

Verse 8, "For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither 
be barren," which means idle or inactive. You will neither be barren, "nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." If I don't add fruit to my life, then I'm barren. 
I'm idle. I'm inactive and I'm unfruitful and what kind of believer is that? A lifeless, 
fruitless believer? James says faith without works is dead. Lifeless and fruitless means it's 
time for pruning and burning. Lifeless and fruitless? I want to be active and I want to be 
fruitful in bringing forth all of these fruits. Why? Because I'm thankful to God. 

The text begins with these three words, verse 5, "And beside this," but we could better 
read that phrase this way, "And for this reason," that's the idea, "And for this reason, give 
all diligence to add to your faith the fruits." Add fruits to your faith. Why? For this 
reason. What reason? We go back into the context to see what our great God has done. 
Verses 3 and 4, "According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness." He's given me all things for life. "Through the knowledge of him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue." He's called me to glory and virtue. Verse 4, 
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises." He gave me 
exceeding great and precious promises. "That by these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature." He made me a partaker of the divine nature. "Having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world through lust." I have escaped the corruption of the world. And for this 
reason, because God did all these things for me, for this reason, I will add fruits to my 
faith. My motive is I want to thank God for all he's done with an active and fruitful life. 
Gratitude. Gratitude is always the motive in the life of the Christian.

The second motive is: I want to praise God by seeing the big picture. Why are you busy 
adding fruits to your faith? Because I want to praise God seeing the big picture. Verse 9, 
"But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off." He is nearsighted. He 
is shortsighted. He that lacketh these seven fruits, he is blind in this sense, he can't see 
afar off, "and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins." He cannot see the big 
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picture. He can only see what's right in front of his face. He's even forgotten he's been 
purged of his old sins. All he sees is what is right in front of his face. I don't want to be 
like that. I want to see the big picture.

What's the big picture? This is the big picture: "Apart from grace," says the believer, "I 
am a totally depraved, wicked, God and neighbor hating, unfruitful, blind, Satan 
following Son of Adam and my life is nothing but misery under the continual temporal 
judgments of God and I am on the way to the bottomless pit of everlasting destruction in 
hell. That's my life apart from grace because of my sin." 

But this is also part of the big picture: grace. I've been elected from all eternity and I've 
been grafted into the living Lord Jesus Christ and therefore purged of all of my sins, and I 
belong to a universal church made up of people from every nation, tribe and tongue, who 
are also grafted into the living Lord Jesus Christ and have their sins purged, and God is 
taking us in Jesus Christ and he's leading us infallibly through this world with all of its 
corruption until alas one day he ushers us into the gates of everlasting righteousness. 
That's the big picture and when I'm not adding fruits, when I am unvirtuous, when I don't 
know the Bible, I don't have knowledge, and when I'm not controlling myself, and when 
I'm murmuring and murmuring, and when I'm living in worldliness, and when I'm not 
being kind but cruel and inconsiderate, and when I do not have love for Jesus Christ but 
I'm cold, when I do not have these fruits, then I get all wrapped up in my own little world 
and all I see is that which is right before my eyes and on my problems. That's all I see. 
I'm blind so that I cannot see things that are afar off. I don't want to be like that. When I 
add virtue and when I add knowledge and when I add temperance and patience and 
godliness and brotherly kindness and charity, then I can see. I can see now and I can see 
afar off and I see way behind me. I've been purged of all my old sins and I see what lies 
ahead for me and all God's people. I can see the big picture in life. God's grace is 
manifest and I fall down on my knees and I say, "O God, how great thou art!"

So when the question is asked, "What's your motive in adding fruits to your faith?" I say, 
"I want to praise God in seeing the big picture. I want to be able to see." So add fruits 
motivated by gratitude and praise. Add fruits. Young man, perhaps you've added two 
inches of height to your stature in the last year. Have you been adding brotherly kindness 
to your faith? Young lady, you've added two inches of length to your hair, what about 
self-control? Are you controlling your tongue? Woman, maybe you've added two new 
garments to your closet just in the past week. How about virtue, are you adding virtue to 
your faith? Businessman, your business grew by 20% the past year, but have you been 
adding godliness to your faith? Family, you added a child this past year, are you adding 
charity to your faith so that your home is a home of love for Christ? Congregation, we've 
added 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 baptized members. We've added baptized members and other 
confessing members to the roster of the congregation. We're growing numerically. Are 
we adding fruits to our faith and growing spiritually? 

The last word of the inspired apostle before he sets down the pen is, "Grow in the grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and 
forever. Amen."
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Let us pray.

Father, bind this word now to our hearts. Plant it deeply within us that it may bring forth  
fruit so that we're not only hearers of thy word but doers also, manifesting the fruits that 
belong to Jesus Christ. And Lord, we pray that thou wilt bless the congregation 
established here by thy grace in the year 2016 and as we go forth in Family Visitation 
from home to home, Lord God, use this means to give us spiritual growth and thanks to 
thee and for the praise of thy name. We pray this for Jesus' sake. Amen.
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