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The Superiority of the Permanent Priest 
Sermon 19 in the Hebrews Series 

 

Hebrews 7:11-28 

 

I. The Aaronic Priesthood was Temporary 7:11-14 
 

 Perfection is the goal of the priesthood. 

 To make a people acceptable to God in righteousness. 

 The Aaronic priesthood could never achieve that goal. 

 

 What was the main problem with the Levitical Priesthood? 
  It was not complete. 

  It was not God’s final plan. 

  It was meant to be temporary. 

 

 When Christ came – the Levitical priesthood ceased to exist as a Godly 

 priesthood.  It was replaced by the eternal priesthood of Christ. 

 
  Some laws forshadowed the coming of Christ. 

   Those were fulfilled in Christ. 

  Other laws were unique to the Jews as God’s nation. 

   Those laws have been done away with in Christ. 

 

 

II.  The Priesthood after the Order of Melchizedek is Eternal    v.  15-17 
 

 A.  The priesthood of Christ’s is like that of which was foreshadowed   

  by Melchizedek. 
 

  Christ is forever – because He is the eternal son. 

  Christ is the reality – which was foreshadowed by Melchizedek.   

  Christ is the High Priest for all who are in Christ. 

    

 B.  Psalm 110:4 

   

  While the Levitical priesthood was at it height. 
   The Psalmist speaks of another day. 

  The Psalmist speaks of a better day. 

  The Psalmist speaks of the eternal priesthood of Messiah. 
  

  The qualifications for the Aaronic Priesthood were external. 
  1.   He had to be legitimate in his birth. 

  2.  He had to have a mother Aand father that was a Levite. 

  3.  He could have no physical defects. 

 R. Kent Hughes counts 142 disqualifying blemishes in Leviticus. 
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III.  The Priesthood after Melchizedek’s Order is Superior  18-25 
 

 A.  Two Aspects of Perfection brought in by Christ (John Owen) 

  1.  What belongs to the soul and consciousness of believers. 
 

  1)  Righteousness  2)  Peace   3)  Knowledge   4)  Liberty   5) Assurance of future   

            blessedness    6)  Confidence    7)  Glorying in the Lord. 

 

  2.  What belongs to the Worship of God.  
 

  1)  Spiritual worship   2)  Simple worship (suitable to the new creature)   

  3)  Instructive    4)  Christ as the High Priest   5)  Our entrance into the Holy Place 

 

 “This is that ‘kingdom of God’ which is not meat and drink, but righteousness and peace  

 and joy in the Holy Ghost.”   John Owen 

  

 

 B.  He is the High Priest we needed   
 

 God Himself swore an oath that Christ would be a priest forever, and it was 

 unbreakable – the Father in covenant with Christ. 

 

 No other priest has ever had this guarantee or promise. 

 In fact, it was guaranteed that they would not be a priest forever,  

 they would die and another would take their place. 

 Only Christ is guaranteed, by God’s oath, to be a priest forever. 

 

 In times of trouble, and not just in times of trouble – but every time and all the 

 time as we go to the throne of grace in prayer – we can be assured -- He is living 

 and He is making intercession on our behalf! 

 

 

IV.   A Hymn to our Great High Priest  -- 7:26-28 
 

A.  What is offered. 
 The precious blood of Christ – superior to every bull and goat. 

 

 B.  To whom it is offered. 
 Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself up to God. 

 

 C.  By whom it is offered. 
 Our great High Priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

 

D.  For whom it is offered. 
 Those who are “in Christ” – who look to Him by faith. 

 


