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Introduction and review: God worksin mysterious ways.

Saul goes looking for donkeys and finds a kingdom. 9:1-27

A. Introducing Saul -- the people’sking. v. 1-2
1. Heisfrom an important family. v.1 Ruth 2:1
2. Heistall and handsome. v. 2 10:24 16:12 Gen. 39:6 |l Sam. 14:25

B. Saul’ssearch for thelost donkeysleads him to Samudl. v. 3-14

C. The LORD had revealed to Samud that the future king was coming. v. 15-17

1. Thisexplainsthe sequence of events which brought Saul to Samuel -- God’s
sovereign providence. v. 15-16a |1sa. 46:9-11 Eph. 1:11

2. Samued isinstructed to anoint Saul asthe leader of His people. v. 16b,17

3. Saul will deliver Israel from the Philistinesin answer to the cry of the cry of
God’speople. v. 16¢c Ex. 2:23 3:7,9 Judg. 3:9,154:3

4. Ishaving a king good or bad? 8:7ff 9:16b

5. God ismerciful to us, giving us blessngswe don’t deserve.

D. Samuel reveals God’splan for Saul. v. 18-27
1. Samuel meets Saul (and makesan impression). v. 18-21 Judg. 6:15 Ex. 3:114:10
2. Saul isthe guest of honor at Samuel’sbanquet. v. 22-25 1:4-5 Ge. 43:34 Ex.
29:27 Samuel meets privately with Saul to explain what God isdoing. v. 25-27

E. God’sprovidence continuestowork in our lives. Ro. 8:28 | Co. 10:13 Lu. 12:6-7
1. God isactively involved working out His purposein every detail of life.
2. Weareusually not aware of God’s providence asHeisworking it out.
3. Wedtill need God’srevealed Word to fully understand what God isdoing. 9:27

I11. Saul isprivately acknowledged asking. 10:1-17

A. Samuel anoints Saul asruler over Israel. 10:1
1. What does anointing signify? 2:10 16:12-13 24:6,10 26:9,11,16,23 1l Sa. 1:14
2. What isthesignificance of thekiss? Ps. 2:12 Il Ki. 14:33 15:5
3. TheLORD isgtill King over His people (inheritance). v. 1b Dt. 4:20 9:26 | Ki. 8:53

B. Saul receivesinstruction from Samuel. 10:2-13
1. Threethingswill happen to Saul which will further confirm that God has set him
apart asking of Israel. v. 2-6
2. Though heisking, Saul must still obey God’sWord through Samuel. v. 7-8
3. Thesdgnsarefulfilled exactly as Samudl said. v. 9
4. What isthe significance of the Spirit coming upon Saul and enabling him to
prophesy? v. 6, 10-13 19:24 Num. 11:25
a. The Spirit isgiven not in regeneration and conversion, but in equipping Saul
for thetask of being king. v. 6b 16:14 18:12 Jdg. 14:6,19
b. Who arethese prophets? 19:201 Ki. 20:35 11 Ki. 2:3,5,7,155:22 | Chr.
25: 1ff
c. What isthe nature of the prophesying in which Saul engaged? Dt. 18:15ff
| Ki.18:19 11 Ki. 3:15
d. Prophesying revealsthe change that has come upon Saul. v. 11-12 Nu. 11:25
C. Saul returnshome and sayslittle. 10:14-16



IV. Saul ispublicly chosen asking. 10:17-27
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A.

Samud callsthe people together again at Mizpah. v. 17-19
1. Hisdiscourse beginslike a prophetic declaration of judgment. Ex. 19:4-6 20:2
2. Inthiscasethejudgment seemsto be having Saul astheir king. Hos. 13:11

Saul ismiraculously chosen by lot out of all Israel. 10:20-24

Thelot revealsthat Saul isthe Lord’schoice. Dt. 17:15 Pr. 16:33 18:18

When elseisalot used? 14:28ff Ex. 28:28f Le. 16:8-10 Josh. 7:18ff 18:10 Acts 1:26
Why does Saul hide? v. 22

The people acclaim their new king. v. 24b | Ki. 1:25,31,34

Should we make our big decisionsby lot? | Tim. 3:1ff
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Samuel dismissesthe people. v. 25-27

1. Samuel writes out the ordinances of the kingdom -- the king will be subject to
God’'slaw. v.25,1b Deut. 17:14-20

2. The people (including Saul) are sent home. v. 25b

3. Thereaction to King Saul ismixed. v. 26-27

. Application: Rulersare still under God’sauthority. Acts5:29

1. Church leaders (shepherds) are under the Chief-Shepherd, Christ, who has
purchased the church with Hisblood. Acts20:28 | Pe. 5:4

2. Government leadersare called to be God’ s servants, punishing evildoers and
protecting thosewho doright. | Pe. 2:14 Romans 13:1-7 Pr. 8:15 31;8-9 Dan. 4

3. Family authority isalso under God. Eph. 5: 22ff

4. Saul servesasawarning to all who would lead (or enjoy success).

Concluding applications.

A.

B.

C.

God still works His extraordinary purposes through seemingly ordinary
circumstances (providence).

God still callsand equips His ordinary people to do extraordinary things.

| Cor. 12:7ff | Pe. 4:10-11

How does our text point to Christ?

Heisthe King chosen by God. 10:24 Isa. 42:1

Heisthe Anointed One (Messiah/Christ). 10:1 Isa. 61:1 Luke 4:18

He was empowered by the Holy Spirit. 10:6 Matt. 3:16

In contrast to Saul, Heisnot outwardly attractiveto men. 9:210:24 Isa. 53:1-3
Hewasdlent before Hisdetractorsand did not retaliate. 10:27 | Pe. 2:23 |s. 53:7
His kingship was concealed for a season. 10:16 Luke 18:34
Healoneisincomparable. 10:24 Song of Solomon 5:10

Some embrace God’s Anointed One while othersregect Him. 10:26-27 John 1:11f
Behold your King hascome! 10:24 Mt. 6:33 Ps. 2:12

0. He givesthe Spirit to us and makes us new people.

ROoO~NOOA~WNE

Discussion guestions

1. What is providence? How is providence seen in our text?

How have you seen providence at work in your life?

How can you interpret events which seem to be providential?

2. How arelsradl’skingsto differ from the kings of the nations?

3. What applications can leaders (church, family, government) derive from this passage?
4. Wasthe king a blessing from God or a judgment or both? Explain your answer.

5. How does this passage point to Christ?



