
 
 

  
 
 

 April 5, 2020 
 Lord’s Day Worship 

10:45 a.m. 
 

 

 

Additional details such as sheet music for hymns and text for Bible passages can be found by clicking on 

the hyperlinks in the worship guide below. 

Stand, if able, in places marked  with † 

Order of Worship 
 
Prelude  
  

 

Welcome  
 

Pastor Michael 

Announcements  

 
Meditation  

 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy,                 

he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus                 

Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,              

kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a                 

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little                   

while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested               

genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by              

fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus                

Christ.  

1 Peter 1:3-7 

Call to Worship/Invocation  
 
 
 

Pastor Michael 
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†Hymn of Praise [TH, 32]  Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

 

Refrain: 

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see: 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided - 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 

 

†Old Testament Reading 
 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

†Singing Psalms [TH, 94; Psalter, p.35] Psalm 44 

  The larger context of Psalm 44 involves a military defeat in which the psalmist pleads 
that God would reverse Israel’s miserable condition. 
  The verses we sing today recall how gracious God had been in the past in casting out 
Israel’s foes and  granting them victory to secure their land.  
  When you and I find ourselves in difficult circumstances, let us remember that God has 
given us ultimate victory in Christ. 
  So, let us trust in God and make our boast in Him.  Forever let us give thanks to His 
name. 
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https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/32
https://www.esv.org/Job+42/


Psalm 44, to the tune of “How Firm a Foundation” 

1 O God, we have heard and our fathers have told 

What wonders You did in the great days of old. 

2 Where nations were crushed and cast out by Your hand; 

You planted our fathers to dwell in the land. 

 

3 They gained not the land by the edge of their sword; 

Their own arm to them could no safety afford, 

But Your right hand, Your arm, the light of Your face. 

You showed them Your favor, Your wonderful grace. 

 

6 No trust will I place in my sword or my bow, 

7 For You are our Savior from hater and foe. 

8 In God we will boast Who has put them to shame, 

All day and forever give thanks to Your name. 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

Confession of Faith Heidelberg Catechism, Question 115 

Q115. Since no one in this life can obey the Ten Commandments perfectly, why 

does God want them preached so pointedly? 

A.  First, so that the longer we live the more we may come to know our sinfulness 

and the more eagerly look to Christ for forgiveness of sins and righteousness.1 

     Second, so that we may never stop striving, and never stop praying to God for 

the grace of the Holy Spirit, to be renewed more and more after God’s image, until 

after this life we reach our goal: perfection.2 

 
1 Ps. 32:5; Rom. 3:19-26; 7:7, 24-25; 1 John 1:9;  
2 1 Cor. 9:24; Phil. 3:12-14; 1 John 3:1-3 

†Scripture Teaching  1 Peter 4:12-19 
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https://www.ccel.org/creeds/heidelberg-cat.html
https://www.esv.org/1+Peter+4/


Expounding the Word of God Pastor Michael 

Title:     “How God’s People Should Respond to Suffering” 

Text:     1 Peter 4:12-19 

Theme: God is the faithful, loving, and ever-present Creator that we can always trust for a good 
ultimate outcome. There will be tests of faith, but the Christian’s outcome is guaranteed to be 
blessed. 

 
I. God’s People Are Not to Be ______________________ But _____________________ 

When Suffering for the LORD  (12-14)  

 

 

 

II. There Is a Big Difference Between Suffering as a _______________________ of Christ 

and in _______________________ with Him and Suffering as Someone Who Does 

_________________  (15-16) 

 

 

 

III. __________________ Is God’s Way of _____________________ His Church  (17-18) 

 

 

 

IV. Christians _________________ by _______________________ God When They Suffer 

Because He Is _______________________  (19) 

 

 

 

V. Applications 

A. You should not consider suffering to be something __________________ to your 

Christian ______________________. 

 

 

B. The world considers suffering for Christ to be a matter of _________________, but God 

sees it as __________________.  
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C. Make sure  your witness for Christ and the Gospel is carried out in a manner that 

___________________ with the ______________________ of Christ and not as one who 

presumes to ________________ everyone’s problems. 

 

 

D. God uses suffering in your life to make you more ____________ ___________________. 

 

 

E. God’s loving judgment of His people is ___________________ and 

____________________ them, but for those outside of Christ His punishment is rooted in 

_________________ and ___________________________. 
 

†Hymn of Response [TH, 87] The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 

1 The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want; 

He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; he leadeth me 

The quiet waters by. 

 

2 My soul he doth restore again; 

And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 

E'en for his own name's sake. 

 

3 Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 

Yet will I fear none ill, 

For thou art with me; and thy rod 

And staff me comfort still. 

 

 

4 My table thou hast furnished 

In presence of my foes; 

My head thou dost with oil anoint, 

And my cup overflows. 

 

5 Goodness and mercy all my life 

Shall surely follow me: 

And in God's house for evermore 

My dwelling place shall be. 

 

†Benediction  Pastor Michael 
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https://hymnary.org/tune/crimond_irvine


Next Week Read:  Psalm 16:1-11; 1 Corinthians 15:1-29 

Questions to Discuss and Consider at Home or in Small Group: 

1. What are Christians not to be surprised at when it occurs (v. 12a)?  

2. What is the purpose for such occurrences as this in the life of the believer (v. 12a)?  

3. How does Peter caution Christians not to think about suffering (v. 12b)?  

4. How are God’s people to respond to suffering for Christ (v. 13)?  

5. When Christians are mistreated for the sake of Christ, what is their true condition (v. 14a)? 
Why (v. 14b)?  

6. What is NOT the reason why Christians should suffer or be mistreated (v. 15)?  When 
suffering for Christ, what are Christians to do (v. 16)?  

7. What is a meddler?  

8. What does God do that begins with the Church (v. 17a)?  Why does He do this?  

9. What will happen to those who do not obey the Gospel (v. 17b-18)?  

10. What is the difference between God’s judgment of His people versus God’s judgment of 
non-Christians?  

11. What is the real reason why Christians suffer for the LORD (v. 19a)?  

12. What are God’s people to do when they suffer for Him?  Why (v. 19b)?  

13. If you have been mocked, criticized, or belittled for following Christ, how did you respond? 

14. How might a natural disaster turn into an instance of a Christian suffering for the sake of 
Christ?  How did Christians under Nero suffer both a natural catastrophe (in the sense of a 
physical malady) and persecution for Christ? 

15. How did the Jews view the death of Jesus? How might a nonbeliever consider suffering for 
Christ to be an indignity?  How did the suffering and death of Christ result in glory?  

16. Many Christians in the early centuries lapsed when facing intense persecution.  How should 
the Church respond to Christians who bail on Christ during such times but later seek to be 
restored to the fellowship of the Church? 

17. Can the same disastrous occurrence be both a judgment on the wicked and a means of 
purification for the righteous?  If so, how? 

18. How might God be purifying His people today through suffering? 

19. Should we view natural calamities as judgments from God?  Why or why not?  What is the 
difficulty in assessing a natural tragedy as a judgment from God?  What is the problem in 
viewing a natural calamity as unrelated to God? 

20. How has God used suffering in your life, in whatever form, to conform you to be more like 
Christ?  
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 Announcements 

All of the regular activities listed below are suspended temporarily: 
Sunday at 10:20 a.m.:  Choir practice 
Sunday after Service: Bell Choir practice (ages 4-10) & Girls’ Choir (ages 10+) 
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.:  Ladies’ Bible Study 
1st Wednesday at noon: Seniors’ Fellowship Brown Bag Lunch 
2nd & 3rd Sunday at 4:30 p.m.: Fairmont Service (2nd Sun.) & Hymn Sing (3rd Sun.) 

Some Activities are Meeting Remotely During the Coronavirus Pandemic:  

* Tuesday Prayer Meetings are meeting at 7pm via Zoom 

* Some Discipleship Groups are meeting via Zoom 

* Monthly Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study met via Zoom 

* Pastor Matt hosted a Teen Meeting via Zoom 

* Please see the website for more details on remotely held activities or contact your small group leader to find out if there are 
remote meetings planned 

 Regular Worship During the Coronavirus Pandemic:  

* Until further notice we will be live-streaming a modified worship service at 10:45 a.m. each Sunday morning. See website for 
details on how to access the live stream. 

* Since we are restricted to 10 people for a public gathering, we will ask that no one come to the church facility during these 
worship services unless a member of the session has invited you. 

* Once the pandemic begins to subside, the intention is to gradually ease back into our normal schedule of worship.  

Easter Sunday Communion Services:  

* There will be multiple communion services offered for Easter. 

* Any are welcome to attend. However, these services are by appointment only in order to comply with the 
governor’s 10-person limit regarding public gatherings. Do not come to any of these services unless you 
have signed up. 

* Please read the email that Pastor Michael Mang sent out for a detailed explanation. If you did not get the 
email or if you have questions, you may contact any of our pastors or elders. 

* A link to the sign-up for the Easter services can be found on our website. Look for the SignUp Genius logo and click on it. 

Electronic Giving:  

Please remember that even though we are not meeting publicly, the work of ministry still continues, and so do the 

expenses.  Please remain faithful in your commitment to the financial underwriting of the Lord’s work.  For details on 

how to do this remotely click on the “Donate” tab on the church home page. You may also contact Lloyd Moore or one of 

the Deacons for details on alternative ways to tithe. 
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