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KJV Ephesians 2:1-2 

 

Serve the Prince or serve the King? 

     This morning’s lesson is taken out of Ephesians chapter two the first two verses and the title of it 
is: “Serve the Prince of serve the King.” Turn with me in your Bibles to the New Testament book of 
Ephesians chapter two. 

Ephesians 2:1-2 

1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;  

2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

     The first verse here speaks about spiritually dead people, who were quickened, changed and 
passed from death unto life. The Bible says we know that we’ve passed from death unto life because 
we love the brethren. 

     Verse two speaks about the past life of the spiritually dead individual, before they were changed, 
and passed from death unto life. They walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air. 

     Look at the Gospel of John chapter twelve. I want to cross reference this verse to show you just a 
little bit more about the prince of the power of the air. 

John 12:30-33 

30Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. 

31Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.   

32And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  

33This he said, signifying what death he should die.  

     Serve the Prince or serve the King? 

     You have learned about the three types of death as a result of man’s sin, the physical or natural 
death, the spiritual death, and the second death. Well Bless God, I’m here today to tell you about the 
one kind of death that brings about life; Life eternal and life everlasting. 
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     In order to better understand about this type of death I must first explain to you about Life. You 
see there is only one kind of true life, only one that’s even worth living for. All the rest will parish, 
all the money, fame, fortune, and so called friends will fail. In the end when this life is over and you 
stand before a just God full of grace and mercy he will look at your life.  

     Just how you lived it in Christ, and if you are without Christ when you leave this earth the time 
for grace will have pasted, the doors of mercy will have been closed and locked up for you forever. 
You will receive justice, and the due recompense of your reward for just how that you that you have 
lived your life with Christ. 

     The LORD Jesus told us of the way He would die, signifying what death He should die. The Bible 
said that he would be lifted up from the earth, and Christ said that He should die. The Bible said that 
he would be lifted up from the earth, and Christ said that He will draw all men unto Him. 

     He paid that price on Calvary by the death of the cross. All a person has to do is accept it by faith. 
The LORD Jesus bore the believer’s sins and through that, all the sins of the believers have been 
judged in the person of Jesus Christ as He was “lifted up” on the cross. 

     PAID IN FULL; was the stamp marked by my name when I accepted Christ. Paid in full was the 
result for all believers because of the payment of Christ. The justification for the believer who is 
saved by grace through faith, that person is passed from death unto life, and can never again be put 
in jeopardy of the second death, that person is passed from death unto life, and can never again be 
put in jeopardy of the second death, that lake of fire.  

     Here are some quick references from the Bible if you want to jot them down and read later. All 
these verses support the believer’s security in the abundant grace of the LORD once they except 
Christ. 

Serve the Prince or serve the King? 

John 5:24-25  John 6:37-40  John 10:27-31  Romans 3:23-28 

Romans 5:9  Romans 8:1  Romans 8:35-39 II Corinthians 1:21-22 

II Corinthians 5:17 II Corinthians 5:21 Galatians 3:13  Ephesians 1:13-14 

Ephesians 2:8-10 Ephesians 4:30 Philippians 1:6 Hebrews 9:26-28 

Hebrews 10:10 Hebrews 10:14-18 I Peter 2:24-25 I John 1:9 

Jude 1:24-25 

     There are many more like these, I could go on and on, and on. But this one very special verse I 
want you to take notice to. 
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I Peter 3:18 

18For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 

     The Bible says here; “the just for the unjust” that he might us to God. To reconcile us to the Father 
because of sin and the curse of sin starting in the garden when Adam and Eve ate of the tree of 
knowledge, they died. They were in sin, and this would serve cause for a plan of redemption for all 
mankind. Something, somehow, someone had to reconcile them back to God, and that someone was 
the LORD Jesus Christ, the King of kings and the LORD of Lords. 

     Now look at the book of Luke chapter nine. 

Luke 9:60 

60Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 

     Separation of man from the fellowship of God is caused by sin. If the spirit is dead in sin then the 
flesh will rule man. The spirit will have no control, no will and no say in the matter. Through the 
sacrifice of the Lamb, “the just for the unjust” the Son of God, through Jesus Christ’s suffering, his 
offering, his death, burial, and the resurrection we are able to come back into fellowship with God.  

     He paid the price, and He alone, only in Him can we be brought back to the Father, by God’s grace 
through faith. I got to thinking about that word SAVED, just what does it mean? To some it means 
life, and so far we talked in an earlier message about the three types of death.  

     In this message so far we have talked a little bit about life, now we’re going to dig a little deeper. 

     Some people say that life begins at forty some folks say at it begins at fifty because that’s around 
the time there house in paid off. But I’m here today to tell you that my heavenly home is already 
paid for and that life doesn’t begin at forty or even at fifty. Life begins, in the true sense of life worth 
living at the Cross. Life begins when you accept the LORD Jesus Christ; it begins when you get saved.  

     That’s when you can really start living. 

     Now the word saved is short for the Hebrew and Greek word Salvation, these words for salvation 
implies the basic ideas of: 

Deliverance   Safety    Security 

Sealed    Preservation 

     All have to do with healing and soundness of the Savior, the LORD Jesus Christ. 

Romans 1:16 

16For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
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     The gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation, do you realize that the main reason we 
have the Bible is for Salvation. 

John 20:30-31 

30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book: 

31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name. 

     Salvation is the great inclusive word of the Gospel, gathering into itself all the redemptive acts 
and processes: 

1. Justification 
2. Redemption 
3. Grace 
4. Propitiation 
5. Imputation 
6. Forgiveness 
7. Sanctification 
8. Glorification 

     Salvation is in three tenses, PAST, PRESENT, and FUTURE. 

PAST TENSE – The first stage of salvation is what the believer is saved from. You must realize once 
you are saved that you are longer dead. In the first stage the believer has been saved from the guilt 
and the penalty of sin. The believer saved by grace, through faith is free from the price of sin, and 
they are forever safe. Now look at these verses to see that the believer is saved, safe and secure 
from the penalty of sin. Why? You might ask, not because I said it, but the Word of God clearly states 
it. 

Luke 7:50 

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. 

Ephesians 2:5-9 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus. 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
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II Timothy 1:7-10 

7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou 
partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; 

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 

PAST/PRESENT TENSE – 2ND Stage of Salvation is what the believer is being saved from and to. My 
Bible tells me that the believer is being saved from the habit and the dominion of sin that rules their 
life. 

Romans 6:14-15 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

Romans 8:2-5 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. 

     We are in a constant war with sin and we must let the world see Christ Jesus in us. 

Philippians 1:20-21 

20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with 
all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by 
death. 

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

     In this text here in the book of Philippians, Paul shows us that the believer is to magnify the 
LORD Jesus by their life. Not being ashamed, but with boldness battling against sin.  
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     Paul said for me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. Paul is telling us that when we die to sin daily, 
Christ gains, this process of progressive sanctification gives God the Glory. This act glorifies the Son 
and the Father and it shows the world our witness and our testimony for Jesus. 

Romans 6:11-14 

11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto 
God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto 
God. 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

     Simply put folks, if you are spiritually dead then you are not serving the King, you are serving the 
prince. If you have been born again through Christ Jesus and are dead to sin you are serving the 
King, the LORD Jesus Christ. It is only through and by the LORD Jesus Christ we can be alive, no 
longer spiritually dead, alive in Christ and dead unto sin.  

     For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. 
It’s a constant war with the Devil until we reach the glorification. But can I tell you a little secret, if 
you are in Christ; we win. Why? I know because I read the back of book. 

PRESENT TENSE – 3RD Stage of Salvation is what the believer is saved unto. The believer is saved 
unto good works. But the works don’t save; if they did the LORD would have never had to pay the 
price of sin on the cross. The second and third stages are what each and every believer goes 
through daily.  

     These are where we are now, and where we do battle with sin, this is where we need to magnify 
the LORD Jesus Christ, through our works. Not for our salvation but to let the world see our good 
works, so that God may get the Glory. 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

I Corinthians 6:19-20 

19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? 
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20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's. 

I Corinthians 10:31 

31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

     Paul said whatever you do, do it all to the Glory of God. It didn’t say just on Sunday do it all for the 
Glory of God. It didn’t say just Wednesday evening service, but all. And friends all means all. In 
English it means all, in Hebrew it means all, and in the Greek it means all. 

FUTURE TENSE – 4TH and final stage of salvation as a result of serving the King is what the believer 
is saved for. The believer is saved to live and walk in the likeness of Christ. To be as upright and 
perfect as humanly possible, however we must fully understand that we will never attain this in our 
present state. Our complete conformity to Jesus Christ will not be achieved until that last stage of 
salvation, which is Glorification. 

Romans 13:11 

11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed. 

     Paul said our salvation is nearer, he is not talking about salvation in the sense of being saved or 
even what we are saved from. Paul here is speaking and writing of this future tense, the final stage, 
the full completeness of our salvation to the entire conformity to the likeness of the LORD Jesus 
Christ in the sense of the full result of our salvation in glory. 

Hebrews 10:36 

36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 

I Peter 1:3-5 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

I John 3:2-3 

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
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     Paul stated that one day man will put off this corruptible body. He will take up an incorruptible 
body.   

     So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.  

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

     As I have attempted to show you death and life, each of them has their rewards. Depending on 
whom you serve. The prince or the King, when you accept Christ and saved you are sealed unto the 
day of redemption, bought with a price, and kept by the power of God; For you are not your own. 

     There are those who have accepted Christ and move beyond what they have been saved from. 
They get into a stage of what their saved unto, which is good works. Then something happens, they 
just stop. For whatever reason they stop and quit, they stop giving God the glory from their life, 
works, deeds, and their testimony.  

     This is not something that just happens; it takes a while, just like a piece of fruit rots and will 
contaminate all the others around it in the basket. It takes awhile for sin to creep in, slowly sneak in 
and do its harmful work.  

     Then the ungodly lifestyle will start to manifest, it starts working its way out and God gets no 
glory. 

     We must fight against sin, we must as children of God speak out against it, take a stand. We must 
remember that we are not dead spiritually, but dead unto sin. For we are passed from death unto 
life. 

I Peter 2:9 

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light; 

     Jesus said; ”Ye are the light of the world, A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in 
the house.” 

     Jesus went on to say; “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 

     Jesus tells us that we are to let our light shine before men; we are to be a reflection of the LORD 
Jesus Christ. As the moon does not give off light through itself, but it is a reflection of the sun.  

     We are to be a reflection of the LORD Jesus Christ. Let the world see your good works, through 
and by the regenerated spirit in us, once we receive Christ.  
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     Because standing alone, without God, without accepting the LORD Jesus Christ all of our works 
are in vain. 

     We must learn to separate ourselves from all ungodliness, as God the Father had to turn away 
from his only begotten son, dying on the cross when He took upon Him the sins of the world.  

     We must also turn away; turn our back from worldly things that are ungodly and unholy. 

II Corinthians 6:17-18 

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive you. 

18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

 

 

 


