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Genesis 30:25–43 (ESV) As soon as Rachel had 
borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me 
away, that I may go to my own home and 
country. 26 Give me my wives and my children 
for whom I have served you, that I may go, for 
you know the service that I have given you.” 27 
But Laban said to him, “If I have found favor in 
your sight, I have learned by divination that the 
Lord has blessed me because of you. 28 Name 
your wages, and I will give it.” 29 Jacob said to 
him, “You yourself know how I have served you, 
and how your livestock has fared with me. 30 
For you had little before I came, and it has 
increased abundantly, and the Lord has blessed 
you wherever I turned. But now when shall I 
provide for my own household also?” 31 He said, 
“What shall I give you?” Jacob said, “You shall not 
give me anything. If you will do this for me, I will 
again pasture your flock and keep it: 32 let me 
pass through all your flock today, removing from 
it every speckled and spotted sheep and every 
black lamb, and the spotted and speckled among 
the goats, and they shall be my wages. 33 So my 
honesty will answer for me later, when you come 
to look into my wages with you. Every one that is 
not speckled and spotted among the goats and 
black among the lambs, if found with me, shall be 
counted stolen.” 34 Laban said, “Good! Let it be 
as you have said.” 35 But that day Laban 
removed the male goats that were striped and 
spotted, and all the female goats that were 
speckled and spotted, every one that had white 
on it, and every lamb that was black, and put 
them in the charge of his sons. 36 And he set a 
distance of three days’ journey between himself 
and Jacob, and Jacob pastured the rest of Laban’s 
flock. 37 Then Jacob took fresh sticks of poplar 
and almond and plane trees, and peeled white 
streaks in them, exposing the white of the sticks. 
38 He set the sticks that he had peeled in front of 
the flocks in the troughs, that is, the watering 

places, where the flocks came to drink. And since 
they bred when they came to drink, 39 the flocks 
bred in front of the sticks and so the flocks 
brought forth striped, speckled, and spotted. 40 
And Jacob separated the lambs and set the faces 
of the flocks toward the striped and all the black 
in the flock of Laban. He put his own droves 
apart and did not put them with Laban’s flock. 41 
Whenever the stronger of the flock were 
breeding, Jacob would lay the sticks in the 
troughs before the eyes of the flock, that they 
might breed among the sticks, 42 but for the 
feebler of the flock he would not lay them there. 
So the feebler would be Laban’s, and the 
stronger Jacob’s. 43 Thus the man increased 
greatly and had large flocks, female servants and 
male servants, and camels and donkeys. 
  
John 16:33 (ESV) I have said these things to you, 
that in me you may have peace. In the world you 
will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.” 
Hebrews 13:5 & 6 (ESV) Keep your life free from 
love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, “The 
Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man 
do to me?” 
Philippians 4:11–13 (ESV) Not that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know 
how to be brought low, and I know how to 
abound. In any and every circumstance, I have 
learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need. 13 I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me. 
 
I. Jacob’s Request (v25‐28) 
A. Jacob appeal. 
B. Laban recognition. 
 



Genesis 39:21–23 (ESV) But the Lord was with 
Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave 
him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 
22 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in 
charge of all the prisoners who were in the 
prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one 
who did it. 23 The keeper of the prison paid no 
attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, 
because the Lord was with him. And whatever he 
did, the Lord made it succeed. 
1 John 2:12 (ESV) I am writing to you, little 
children, because your sins are forgiven for his 
name’s sake. 
Ephesians 4:32 (ESV) Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you. 
2 Samuel 9:1 (ESV) And David said, “Is there still 
anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show 
him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 
Ephesians 2:5–7 (ESV) even when we were dead 
in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved—6 and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in 
the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 
Colossians 3:22–24 (ESV) Bondservants, obey in 
everything those who are your earthly masters, 
not by way of eye‐service, as people‐pleasers, 
but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord 
and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord 
you will receive the inheritance as your reward. 
You are serving the Lord Christ. 
Genesis 31:7 (ESV) yet your father has cheated 
me and changed my wages ten times. But God 
did not permit him to harm me. 
 
II. Jacob’s Deal (v29‐33) 
A. Accounting of the past. 
B. The refusal. 
C. The accountability. 
 
Matthew 5:38–42 (ESV) “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one 
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if 
anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let 
him have your cloak as well. 41 And if anyone 

forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 
42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do 
not refuse the one who would borrow from you. 
Matthew 5:47 (ESV) And if you greet only your 
brothers, what more are you doing than others? 
Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
Philippians 2:14 & 15 (ESV) Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world, 
 
III. Laban’s Deceit (v34‐36) 
 
Romans 12:17–21 (ESV) Repay no one evil for 
evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in 
the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends 
on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of 
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your 
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 
him something to drink; for by so doing you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Exodus 3:19–22 (ESV) But I know that the king 
of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by a 
mighty hand. 20 So I will stretch out my hand 
and strike Egypt with all the wonders that I will 
do in it; after that he will let you go. 21 And I will 
give this people favor in the sight of the 
Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not go 
empty, 22 but each woman shall ask of her 
neighbor, and any woman who lives in her 
house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for 
clothing. You shall put them on your sons and on 
your daughters. So you shall plunder the 
Egyptians.” 
 
IV. Jacob’s Plan (v37‐43) 
A. Jacob works. 
 
Galatians 1:6–9 (ESV) I am astonished that you 
are so quickly deserting him who called you in 
the grace of Christ and are turning to a different 
gospel—7 not that there is another one, but 
there are some who trouble you and want to 
distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to the one we preached to you, let him 



be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I 
say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to the one you received, let him be 
accursed. 
 
B. God works. 
 
Deuteronomy 8:17 & 18 (ESV) Beware lest you 
say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my 
hand have gotten me this wealth.’ 18 You shall 
remember the Lord your God, for it is he who 
gives you power to get wealth, that he may 
confirm his covenant that he swore to your 
fathers, as it is this day. 
Psalm 1:1–3 (ESV) Blessed is the man who walks 
not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in 
the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on 
his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a 
tree planted by streams of water that yields its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In 
all that he does, he prospers. 
1 Timothy 6:10 (ESV) For the love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving 
that some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many pangs. 
Matthew 6:33 (ESV) But seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you. 


