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KJV – II Timothy 3:16-17 

 

“The Authority of the Scriptures” 

     Tonight I want to go over a very important topic. I want to go over a very in-depth subject; the 
Authority of the Scriptures. Our text this evening is from II Timothy and you either believe it or not. 
I may not understand all the Scriptures, but I believe all Scripture and it’s given by inspiration. The 
Bible is the final authority and I believe every word from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21. I do not 
just believe part of it, I don’t just believe that some of it is inspired. Nor do I think it is inspiring in 
the sense of a song, like how some people will say; “well that song inspired me or that poem inspired 
me.”  

     That word inspiration in II Timothy chapter three means something totally different. If you 
would please turn with me to II Timothy chapter three, I want to read just two verses that Paul 
wrote to young Timothy in this Pastoral letter under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit as the book of 
Peter tells us.  

II Timothy 3:16-17 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

     The Bible say to study the word to show thyself approved unto God. Using this text tonight in II 
Timothy 3:16-17 but mainly in verse 16 because that word inspiration in verse 16 literally means 
“God breathed.” 

      All Scripture, every word.  But you say – That’s only one verse. 

     The best commentary on the Bible you will ever read, the very best one you would ever hope to 
get is the Bible. The Bible is the best commentary on the Bible, because Scripture interrupts 
Scripture. 

     If you leave here tonight and you’ve learned nothing else I want you to leave here with that 
thought in mind and that lesson that you have learned and that is that Scripture interrupts 
Scripture. 

     The Bible has the answers to life in it. It is our road map, it is our guide. It is our basic 
instructions before leaving earth.  
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     This book covers all about man, his damnation and salvation. Instructions on his justification, 
sanctification and one day glorification. It has issues on government, it has issues dealing with 
science and it is the only source document on the face of this earth today that covers absolute truth.  

      I want to show you three things tonight about this book. Where this book authorizes itself, it 
stands alone and these Scriptures have total authority for all matters of the faith, doctrine and 
salvation.  

     These next points show the authority of the Scriptures. 

1. The Bible authorizes the Bible:  

II Peter 1:20-21  

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 

     McDowell’s illustration; shows that just as the wind controls the sails of the boat and guides the 
ship, so did God move in these men to write the Scriptures. 

(Psalm 95:7)/The Holy Spirit said (Hebrews 3:7) 
 
(Psalm 45:6)/God said (Hebrews 1:8) 
 
(Psalm 102:25,27)/God said (Hebrews 1:10-12) 
 
(Isaiah 7:14)/The Lord spoke by the prophet (Matthew 1:22-23) 
 
(Hosea 11:1)/The Lord spoke by the prophet (Matthew 2:1). 
 
(Job 5:13)/God's Word (1 Corinthians 3:19)  

2. The writers authorize other writers of the Bible:  

 II Peter 3:15-16 

15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also 
according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 

16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, 
unto their own destruction. 

      It is here -Apostle Peter gave weight and authority to the writings of the Apostle Paul.   
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     Peter referred to Paul’s writings as “his epistles” and “the other Scriptures.” Placing authority 
upon his writings of the New Testament.  

 I Timothy 5:18 

18 For the scripture saith, thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is 
worthy of his reward. 

Thou shalt not muzzle the ox  that treadeth out the corn. Deut. 25:4  

     It is here that the Apostle Paul quoted an Old Testament Scripture, first found in Deuteronomy 
thus lending weight and authority to the Old Testament writings.  

And, the labourer is worthy of his reward. Luke & I Corinthians  

     Paul also combined this with a text from the Gospel of Luke and I Corinthians 9.  

     By combining Old Testament and New Testament references he showed us the importance of 
them both being Scripture, inerrant and inspired.  

God is true: 

Romans 3:4 

4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified 
in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

God breathed out the Scriptures.  

II  Timothy 3:16 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 

     Therefore, the Scriptures are true. 

John 17:17 

17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

3.  The LORD Jesus Christ authorizes the Bible:  

     Jesus lends weight and authority to the Old Testament Scriptures after His 40 days in the 
Wilderness when He was tempted by Satan.  
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Luke 24:44-45  

44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 
concerning me. 

45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 

Luke 11:50-51  

50 That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be 
required of this generation; 

51 From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias which perished between the altar and the 
temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this generation. 

     This is not the Zechariah in the second to last book of the English Bible, but this is the Zechariah 
recorded in II Chronicles 24:20-21 which is the last book of the Jewish Canon.  

Luke 16:29-31 

29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead. 

     This was not speaking of the men, this was speaking of the inspired writings of these men, i.e. the 
Scriptures. The rich man came from a religious family, he knew how to pray and at his father’s 
house with the five brothers they had the Scriptures.  

     By making this statement the LORD of Glory gave authority to the Scripture of the Old Testament, 
not only did He place His stamp of approval on it as inerrant and inspired by the things being 
fulfilled, but He also gave His approval of the Canon for the Hebrews broke down the Old Testament 
into three categories, The Law, the Prophets and the Songs.  

     So you see the Bible can stand alone, and prove its own authority because it is the written Word 
of the living God. 


