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Redeemed! How I love to proclaim it! 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 
Redeemed through His infinite mercy, 
His child, and forever, I am.  
                              —Fanny Crosby (1882) 
 
 
“Great was the work of creation, but greater the work of redemption; it cost more to redeem us than to make us; in the one 
[creation] there was but the speaking of a word, in the other the shedding of blood.”                                         —Thomas Watson 
 
 
Exodus 12:1,3,5,6,11-13 (NASB) 1 “Now the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt…3 ‘Speak to all the 
congregation of Israel, saying, 'On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their 
fathers' households, a lamb for each household…5 Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old… 6 You shall keep it until 
the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight…11 Now you 
shall eat it in this manner: with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in 
haste—it is the Lord's Passover. 12 'For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments—I am the Lord. 13 The blood 
shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you 
to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.’”  
 
John 1:29b (NASB) “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  
 
I.       Our Predicament: What We Were Redeemed From (v. 18b) 
 

1 Peter 1:18b (NIV) “…from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers.” 
 
Titus 3:3 (NASB) “For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and 
pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.” 
 
Jeremiah 17:9 (NKJV) “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?” 

 
 
II.      Our Payment: What We Were Redeemed With (vv. 18a, 19) 
 

Galatians 5:1a (NASB) “It was for freedom that Christ set us free…”  
 
Psalms 49:7-8 (NASB) 7 “No man can by any means redeem his brother or give to God a ransom for him— 8 For the 
redemption of his soul is costly, and he should cease trying forever.”  
 
Hebrews 10:4-10 (NASB) 4 “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 Therefore, when He 
comes into the world, He says, ‘Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but a body You have prepared for Me; 6 in 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, 'Behold, I have come (In the scroll of 
the book it is written of Me) to do Your will, O God.' 8 After saying above, ‘Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt 
offerings and sacrifices for sin You have not desired, nor have You taken pleasure in them’ (which are offered according to 
the Law), 9 then He said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your will.’ He takes away the first in order to establish the second. 10 

By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 
 



Sing, oh, sing of my Redeemer, 
With His blood, He purchased me; 
On the cross He sealed my pardon, 
Paid the debt and made me free. 
                          —Philip P. Bliss (1876) 
 
 

III.     Our Provider: Who Redeemed Us? (vv. 20a, 21a) 
 
 

Revelation 13:8b (NKJV) “…the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  
 
 
The Father did not react to the fall of man into sin with a hastily devised plan; He predetermined to send His son to be the 
Savior of all who would come to Him trusting Him before He spoke the world into existence.  
 
 
Revelation 5:11-14 (NASB) 11 “Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a 
loud voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing.’ 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 
things in them, I heard saying, ‘To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 14 And the four living creatures kept saying, ‘Amen.’ And the elders fell down and worshiped.” 

 
 
IV.      Our Purpose: For What Were We Redeemed? (vv. 20b, 21b) 
 
 

1 Peter 1:21 (NASB) “Who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are in God.” 

 

Sermon 5:  Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim It 

1 Peter 1:18-21 

   The title of today’s message is taken from a song by Fanny Crosby that I (and many of you) 
grew up singing. But as a youngster, I didn’t fully understand the depth of the word, “redeemed”. 
The first verse goes like this: 

Redeemed how I love to proclaim it! 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 
Redeemed through His infinite mercy, 
His child, and forever I am.  
                              —Fanny Crosby (1882) 

   The focus of this message is redemption. One of the best known Puritan authors, Thomas 
Watson (1620-1686), said this about “redemption” which he described as “God’s greatest work”: 
“Great was the work of creation, but greater the work of redemption; it cost more to redeem us 
than to make us; in the one [creation] there was but the speaking of a word, in the other the 
shedding of blood.” [John MacArthur Commentary on 1 Peter, page 71]  

   Exactly, what is redemption? The Greek word translated “redeem” refers to paying a price to 
purchase the release of a prisoner of war or a slave. In this message, our application of the word 



“redeem” or “redemption” describes the cost of our salvation and the means by which that cost 
was paid. We were all proved guilty by the law of God because it revealed that we all broke God’s 
law and thus we were all sinners incapable of saving ourselves. We were also prisoners of Satan 
unable to set ourselves free from sin’s bondage. Today, mankind’s greatest need is not wisdom 
concerning how to be a better person; our greatest need is someone who could pay the price, the 
deserved penalty for our sin. Our need is to be reconciled with a holy God that we have sinned 
against and because of that sin we face eternity being separated from Him and from all that is 
pleasurable and good.   

   When Peter focuses on redemption, he emphasizes the tremendous cost of redemption. To 
explain the cost of our redemption, Peter primarily uses the Old Testament picture of a lamb 
that is sacrificed for the sins of mankind. This picture of a lamb sacrificed as a substitute for a 
person goes back to Garden of Eden after Adam and Eve had sinned. The Bible tells us that after 
Adam and Eve sinned, they were filled with shame and sought to cover themselves with fig 
leaves. God in His mercy took the life of an animal, doubtlessly a lamb that was slain and Adam 
and Eve’s shame was covered (notice that I didn’t say their shame was removed). We see these 
pictures later when we look at the Exodus of the Jews from captivity in Egypt. We read in 
Exodus 12:1, 3, 5a, 6a, 11-13: 

 

v. 1 “Now the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt …”  
v. 3 “Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are 
each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers' households, a lamb for 
each household…’  
v. 5 “Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old…’”  
v. 6 “You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight…”   
vv. 11-13 “Now you shall eat it in this manner: with your loins girded, your sandals on 
your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste—it is the Lord's 
Passover. 'For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night and will strike down all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments—I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where 
you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to 
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.’”  

   You don’t have to be an Old Testament scholar to see that a lamb’s life was the price required 
to cover the shame of sin in the first man and woman and also to save the firstborn child when 
Israel was getting ready to leave for the Promised Land. The Passover lambs were a picture, an 
object lesson pointing to the day when John the Baptist saw the very One he came to prepare the 
way for. When John saw Jesus, he said in John 1:29b: “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world!” All of the thousands of lambs that were sacrificed were pictures of the One 
who was God in human flesh who would be born of a virgin, live a perfect life, and then give 
Himself to be slain on an old rugged cross – not so that sin could be covered, but that sin might 
be paid for – paid in full as all who come to Christ would be redeemed – not a picture, but the 
fulfillment of all the pictures.  

   With that background of redemption from the Old Testament to the cross of Christ, let’s focus 
on redemption today. 



I.  Our Predicament: What We Were Redeemed From (v. 18b) 

   I like the NIV here: 1 Peter 1:18b (NIV): “…from the empty way of life handed down to you from 
your forefathers.” All true Christians were one day under the bondage of sin, experiencing the 
empty, futile way of life.” You may have been saved as a child (and thank God that you were) but 
even as a child you were in bondage to sin. You may have been a moral person who was not a 
Christian but was a kind person and did good deeds but was, in truth, in bondage to sin and was 
spiritually dead. The sin of some is not as obvious as it is in others. The Apostle Paul shares this 
same truth in Titus 3:3: “For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, 
enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one 
another.” Again, most of that can be well hidden, and the person could be a good citizen, a good 
neighbor, and look on the outside like they have it all together. However the Bible is clear in 
Jeremiah 17:9 (NKJV): “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can 
know it?”  

   Whatever a person may look like on the outside, they are living a “futile way of life” apart from 
Christ. Illustrations abound concerning people in the world who don’t know Christ and yet seem 
to have it all together. But they don’t have it all together. They lead, what verse 18 calls, “a futile 
way of life” apart from Christ.  

II.  Our Payment: What We Were Redeemed With (vv. 18a, 19) 

   Allow me to repeat and remind you of what we saw earlier. The word “redeemed” in verse 18 
means to pay a ransom to release someone – primarily from slavery. In the Roman Empire in 
New Testament times there were 10’s of millions of slaves. The difference between slavery in the 
Roman Empire and the slavery in America’s earlier years is that America’s history of slavery was 
racial. However, slaves in New Testament times were often doctors and teachers, and skilled 
artisans that had been captured from defeated countries. In addition to war, some became slaves 
through debt, and some were slaves through being sold as children. In that culture, a relative or 
friend could pay the purchase price for the slave and set them free – this is what the word 
“redemption” meant. Under Christianity, that word took on a different focus. We were enslaved 
to sin and Satan and also enslaved to our own sinful nature we received from Adam. Jesus, 
through His shed blood, His death on the cross set us free Galatians 5:1a: “It was for freedom 
that Christ set us free…” We were in a hopeless predicament – dead, drifting, depraved, and 
slaves to sin and Satan. But God took the initiative to redeem us, to buy us out of the slave 
market of sin. 

   Notice that our purchase price was not just any blood – it was “the blood of Christ”. Peter 
makes it very clear that the blood of Christ fulfilled all of the Old Testament sacrifices and 
offerings. The Old Testament sacrifices and offerings were the picture, Jesus is the reality. The 
sacrifices pointed forward to Christ who was coming, and we point back to Christ who came and 
who fulfilled all the pictures and prophesies. This truth is made abundantly clear in Psalms 49:7-
8: “No man can by any means redeem his brother or give to God a ransom for him— For the 
redemption of his soul is costly, and he should cease trying forever.” Only Jesus could provide 
the redemption; all human effort to earn it is futile. 

   I want to make something very clear: The only thing that could ransom us, redeem us is the 
precious blood of Christ. His perfect life alone could not save us (though His life was perfect), 
His teaching could not have saved us – only His precious blood. This is also driven home in 
Hebrews 10:4-10: 



For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Therefore, 
when He comes into the world, He says, ‘Sacrifice and offering You have not 
desired, but a body You have prepared for Me; in whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices for sin You have taken no pleasure. Then I said, 'Behold, I have come 
(In the scroll of the book it is written of Me) to do Your will, O God.'  After saying 
above, ‘Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 
You have not desired, nor have You taken pleasure in them’ (which are offered 
according to the Law), then He said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your will.’ He 
takes away the first in order to establish the second. By this will we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.’ 

   I love the chorus of that old song, I Will Sing of My Redeemer. 
Sing, oh, sing of my Redeemer, 
With His blood, He purchased me; 
On the cross He sealed my pardon, 
Paid the debt and made me free. 
                         —Philip P. Bliss (1876)   
 

III.  Our Provider: Who Redeemed Us? (vv. 20a, 21a) 

   In these verses, Peter focuses on the uniqueness of the Lamb of God – Jesus Christ. Jesus’ 
death was an appointment, not an accident. The cross was not a last minute, “plan B” 
approach. We see in verse 20 that Jesus and His work on the cross was foreknown. Before God 
spoke the stars and the planets into existence and before He created this earth, the shedding of 
Christ’s blood was foreordained. God ordained His death and our redemption before man was 
created and therefore before Adam and Eve ever sinned. The payment was provided before the 
need even arose in time. Let me say it again: In the mind and the plans of God the sacrifice of 
Christ was determined before man was even created. Revelation 13:8b (NKJV): “…the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world.” Let me make sure we get this. God determined to send His 
Son, the incarnate redeemer before the world was created. The Father did not react to the fall of 
man into sin with a hastily devised plan; He predetermined to manifest His glory through 
sending His son to be the Savior of all who would come to him trusting Him – all of this was 
before He spoke the world into existence.  

   The phrase “in these last times” in verse 20a is referring to the entire period between the birth 
of Christ and the second coming of Christ. What God foreordained in eternity past was manifest 
(revealed, made known) in “these last times”. Listen carefully: At Calvary’s cross, what was in 
the mind of God from eternity past was brought about in history!  

   In verse 21a we read, “who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead 
and gave Him glory…” The One who redeemed us is the one who has received all glory. That 
phrase refers to the ascension of Christ back to Heaven and all of the glory He had enjoyed with 
the father in eternity past and will enjoy for all eternity future. It is no wonder when John gives 
us pictures of what heaven will be like in eternity future, we see pictures like Revelation 5:11-14:   

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, 
and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory 
and blessing.” And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and 
under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, ‘To Him 



who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and 
dominion forever and ever. And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” 
And the elders fell down and worshiped.”  

IV.  Our Purpose: For What Were We Redeemed (vv. 20b, 21b) 

   Peter now makes sure that we understand that this redemptive work was “…for the sake of 
you” (v. 20b). “You” is speaking of all of the redeemed. Verse 21 is one of the greatest blessings 
in the Bible – 1 Peter 1:21: “who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” Faith enables us to trust Him 
and rest in Him. Hope is that confidence that what He has promised will come to pass in his 
perfect timing. For the present our faith is in this one who has redeemed us and for the future 
that is unknown to us, but totally known and controlled by him, we trust in His promises. Now 
what was it you were worried about? I can relate to the Salvation Army Officer who gave this 
testimony that I have as mine also. He said, “I deserved to be condemned to Hell, but God 
interfered.” I am so glad He did.  
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