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The Gospel of John (87) 

The promises of Jesus to His disciples 

 

  As we continue to consider our Lord Jesus interacting with His apostles just prior to His arrest, 

crucifixion, and resurrection, we read of His preparation of those who would soon assume leadership in 

advancing His kingdom in the world.  Before us today we consider our Lord’s promise to His apostles of 

their future success and accomplishments in His service.  The Lord promised them that they would be 

extremely successful in their service for Him, for He was going to His Father.  They would do “greater 

works” than even He had done among them.  He guaranteed them that prayers in His name would be granted 

them.  And He announced to them of the soon abiding and empowering work of the Holy Spirit that the 

Father would give to them.  This is a rich passage which introduces matters that will be expounded more 

fully as His discourse with them unfolds in the next few chapters of this Gospel.  Here is John 14:12-17: 

 

  “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 

greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.  13And whatever you ask in My name, 

that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

  15“If you love Me, keep My commandments.  16And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 

another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 

receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will 

be in you.   

 

  The outline we will use to help us understand our passage better is as follows: 

 

1.  Jesus promises His disciples that they will do greater works than what He had done (14:12) 

2.  Jesus promises His disciples that their prayers will be answered (14:13, 14) 

3.  Jesus commands His disciples to be obedient and faithful. (14:15) 

4.  Jesus promises that His disciples will be assured and assisted by the Holy Spirit (14:16-17) 

 

*********** 

 

  Our Lord Jesus had announced to His eleven disciples, of what was shortly before, twelve disciples, 

that He would soon be leaving them, returning to His Father.  But He informed them that this would be to 

their great advantage.  They would not suffer loss by His departure, but rather, their service toward Him and 

His kingdom would become tremendously blessed with the results being fruitful beyond what they could 

imagine. 

 

I.  Jesus promises His disciples that they will do greater works than what He had done (14:12) 

 

  Our Lord had just related to His disciples the truth that all the while He had been with them, He had 

been the revelation of God His Father.  The words that He had spoken were His Father’s words.  The works 

that He had performed were His Father’s works.  All that He had done, all that He had said, all that He had 

been before them, was a true and full revelation of God the Father to them.  This was so because Jesus was 

in the Father and the Father was in Him.  And so, our Lord Jesus set forth in His words to His disciples both 

His deity, for there is but One God, but also that He was a distinguishable Person from His Father.  In short 

He was affirming to them certain truths of what we refer to as the blessed Holy Trinity. 

  But then He began to encourage and instruct them with what was before them, that they would carry 

on His work in marvelous ways that would far surpass their expectations.  We read in verse 12 that Jesus 

said to His eleven disciples, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he 
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will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.”  Let us consider what 

our Lord was declaring, and, what He was not declaring to His disciples. 

  Jesus opened with the familiar words… 

 

 1.  “Most assuredly, I say to you…” 

 

  This is another example of how John’s Gospel uniquely introduces the most important sayings of 

Jesus.  These words are the translation of two words in Greek, ἀμὴν ἀμὴν (amen, amen), which is translated 

in the KJV as “Verily, Verily.”  It is found in John’s Gospel a total of 25 times.  This is the 22nd occasion 

that we have come across these words in our study of this Gospel.  Jesus opened His statements that follow 

with these opening words.  As J. C. Ryle (1816-1900) commented about our Lord’s dealings here with His 

disciples: 

 

  Here we have another comforting word to the disciples.  They must not suppose there would be an 

end of miraculous works when their Master was taken away, and that they would be left weak and 

helpless, and unable to do anything to arrest the attention of the unbelieving world.  On the contrary, our 

Lord assures them, with two emphatic “verilys,” that miracles would not cease with His departure.  He 

would take care that believers should have power to do works like His own, and to confirm their word 

by signs following.1 

 

  Then Jesus said the following…  

 

 2.  “He who believes in Me.”  Our Lord was speaking to His eleven disciples, but here we see that He 

broadens His audience to all disciples of all times.  The verb in this clause is “believes”, which is a present 

tense verb (actually a participle).  A true believer—a true Christian--is one who came to faith and continues 

to believe in Jesus Christ.  He is speaking of what His disciples would see accomplished in the world. 

 

 3.  He then declared, “The works that I do he will do also.”  

 

  In the previous verses (vs. 10-11), Jesus had spoken about His works.  Here Jesus speaks of the works 

of His disciples.   

 

   “Jesus transitions from the works of the Son of God to the works of the children of God…  A 

comparison between the Father-Son and the Son-children is important to note.  The Father and Son are 

mutually indwelling and interpenetrated, whereas the children of God are dependent on the Son.  

Moreover, the Father and the Son share the same essence and function, whereas the children and the Son 

share only the same function.  Faith in Christ is not merely a passive act, it is also active; it is to become 

a participant in the power and mission of God and in some way to share in the ministry of God through 

Christ. 2 

 

  The work that Jesus Christ was doing would continue to be done even after He departed from His 

disciples.  They would continue to do what He had been doing in furthering the kingdom of God.  But Jesus 

went further than saying that they would do the same works as He.   

 

 4.  Jesus said, “and greater works than these he will do…” 

 

  It is important to recognize that the comparison and contrast is not actually between His works and 

the works of believers who came after Him.  The greater works would be done because of Him and because 

He was going unto the Father.  And because the Father would give them the gift of the Holy Spirit in answer 

                                                      
1 J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on John, vol. 3 (The Banner of Truth Trust, 1987, orig. 1869), pp. 78f. 
2 Edward W. Klink, III, John.  Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Zondervan, 2016), p. 621. 
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to Jesus’ prayer, the works that they will do will be greater than what they had done and what they had 

witnessed having been done by our Lord Jesus during His earthly ministry.   

  It might be asked, “How is this possible?”  When one considers all that is recorded of Jesus doing, 

how could His disciples have done even “greater works”?  Matthew Henry (1662-1714) wrote of these 

“greater works”: 

 

  Two things he assures them of:— (1)  That they should be enabled to do such works as He had 

done, and that they should have a more ample power for the doing of them than they had had when He 

first sent them forth (Matt. 10:8).  Did Christ heal the sick, cleanse the leper, raise the dead?  So should 

they.  Did He convince and convert sinners, and draw multitudes to Him?  So should they.  Though He 

should depart, the work should not cease, nor fall to the ground, but should be carried on as vigorously 

and successfully as ever; and it is still in the doing.  (2)  That they should do greater works than these.  

[1] In the kingdom of nature they should work greater miracles.  No miracle is little, but some to our 

apprehension seem greater than others.  Christ had healed with the hem of His garment, but Peter with 

His shadow (Acts 5:15), Paul by the handkerchief that had touched him (Acts 19:12).  Christ wrought 

miracles for two or three years in one country, but His followers wrought miracles in His name for many 

ages in divers countries.  You shall do greater works, if there be occasion, for the glory of God.  The 

prayer of faith, if at any time it had been necessary, would have removed mountains.  [2] In the kingdom 

of grace.  They should obtain greater victories by the gospel than had been obtained while Christ was 

upon earth.  The truth is, the captivating of so great a part of the world to Christ, under such outward 

disadvantages, was the miracle of all.   

 

  This is not a promise that everyone who is a true disciple will do these “greater works.”  But it is 

declaring that as He works through His people, because they are empowered by the Holy Spirit, that these 

greater works would be accomplished.  And looking back over church history this has been realized. 

  Understanding this verse is similar to the way that we understand the statement of our Lord was 

declared in Mark 16:17f.  There we read, 

 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak 

with new tongues; 18they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means 

hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

 

  This was not a statement saying that all believers would perform these great signs.3  Rather, it stated 

that these signs would “follow those who believe.”  And of course, they did.  The apostles cast our demons.  

The apostle Paul was bitten by a poisonous snake, but was unharmed.  And, “stories about some of the 

apostles surviving being forced to drink poison are fund in early Christian literature outside the Bible.”4 

  But there are many in evangelicalism, namely, those who are charismatic and Pentecostal, “the word 

of faith” movement, and those who advocate the “name it and claim it” kind of Christianity, call upon this 

verse and others like it to argue for their views and practices, that they can perform greater miracles than 

Jesus did.  Here was the opinion of J. C. Ryle toward the end of the 19th century, that we believe is true 

today as well: 

 

  I cannot doubt that this promise refers to the miraculous gifts which the first generation of 

Christians had power to exercise, as we read everywhere in the Acts of the Apostles.  That the sick were 

healed, the dead raised, and devils cast out by disciples after the Lord ascended, is quite plain, and this 

fulfilled the words now before us.  

   I can see no reason to suppose that our Lord meant the promise to be fulfilled after the generation 

He left on earth was dead.  We have no right to expect miracles now.  If miracles were continually in 

                                                      
3 Those who practice the handling of rattlesnakes in their “worship service” as a demonstration of faith and the power of 

God generalize these words of Jesus to apply to all Christians at all time in history. 
4 R. C. Sproul, gen. ed., The Reformation Study Bible (ESV) (Reformation Trust, 2015), p. 1598.   



 4 

the Church, they would cease to be miracles.  We never see them in the Bible except at some great crisis 

in the Church’s history, such as the deliverance of Israel from Egypt.  The Irvingite theory5, that the 

Church would always have miraculous gifts, if men only had faith, seems to me a violent straining of 

the text.6 

 

  But perhaps the “greater works” may be viewed not as performing miracles, but that is a simple 

announcement of what God would accomplish through the preaching of His disciples after Jesus was 

crucified, raised, and enthroned in heaven.  The disciples after the resurrection of Christ (and Pentecost) saw 

in a very few months far greater works accomplished than even their Savior had achieved during His three 

years of ministry.  F. F. Bruce (1910-1990) had this opinion: 

 

His promise indeed came true: in the first few months after His death and resurrection many more men 

and women became His followers through their witness than had done so during His personal ministry 

in Galilee and Judea.  The disciples knew that in themselves they were quite incapable of any such 

achievement, but He went on to tell them of the coming of the Paraclete, who would empower them and 

make their witness effective.  The ‘greater works’ of which He now spoke to them would still be His 

own works, accomplished no longer by His visible presence among them but by His Spirit within them.   

And it was only by His going to the Father that the Paraclete would come to them (John 16:7).7 

 

  Jesus then declared the reason for them doing greater works than His own.  He said… 

 

 5.  “because I go to My Father”   

 

  When Jesus Christ rose from the dead, He ascended into heaven and the Father seated Him at His 

right hand, the position of authority and power.  In His divine nature, He returned to enjoy the glory that He 

had with the Father from eternity.  Jesus’ prayer to His Father recorded in John 17:5 contained this request: 

“And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 

existed.”  But upon Jesus’ “return” to His glorious throne with respect to His divine nature, this divine 

nature was forever joined (but separate) from His human nature.  Therefore, it was a man, one of us, who 

died, was buried, who rose, and who ascended to be seated on the throne of God.  We have the God/Man 

ruling over all creation through history.  Jesus has, since His exaltation, been able to bring His power to be 

with and upon His disciples as they continued to do His works in the world.  

 

 

II.  Jesus promises His disciples that their prayers will be answered (14:13, 14) 

 

  Jesus said to His disciples, “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son.  14If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”   
  There are some verses which some Christians tend to give more attention and focus.  This is one of 

those verses for some.  They see this as an unlimited promise of the Lord for you to obtain whatever you 

desire from the Lord if you but ask in His name.  They might take this verse and couple it with others that 

bolster this idea of God and His dealings with His people.  Matthew 21:22 is often cited in which Jesus 

promised, “And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”  This along with Mark 

                                                      
5 Irving was a popular preacher in London in the middle of the 19th century who proclaimed that his ministry would 

herald an end time recovery of the miraculous sign and revelatory gifts of the first century.  Arnold Dallimore wrote a 

biography of him entitled, “Life of Edward Irving: The Fore-Runner of the Charismatic Movement.”  He also was the 

popularizer the new doctrine of a two-stage second coming of Christ, that the “church” would be raptured out of the 

world before an end-time 7 year tribulation, which would then be concluded with a second stage of the second coming.  

This is the most widely held view among evangelicals today.  It is biblical nonsense, for there is only one second 

coming of Jesus Christ, not two.  
6 J. C. Ryle, vol. 3, p, 79. 
7 F. F. Bruce, The Gospel of John (William B. Eerdmans, 1983), p. 300. 
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11:24 is perceived to seal the deal.  Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you 

pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”  And with these verses in hand, bolstered by 

“faith” in what Jesus promised, Christians “name it and claim it”, and many self-proclaimed preachers 

proclaim this “promise” to their people.  And if and when these requests to God do not come to pass, it is an 

easy out to conclude or assert, “You lacked faith.” 

  But this approach and use of these verses is ill-founded.  The context in which these verses are often 

ignored, for they are lifted out and used to bear weight that the Lord never intended for them.  For example, 

consider the context of the verse of our passage.  The verse reads, “And whatever you ask in My name, that 

I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”  
But our Lord’s words were in the context of His assurance to His disciples, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 

he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because 

I go to My Father.”  He was speaking to His disciples about their work for the kingdom after He had gone to 

be with His Father.  He was promising them they would accomplish great and amazing works for the 

kingdom, furthering the gospel of Christ, because He was going to the Father.  The context of our Lord’s 

words, “And whatever you ask in My name”, is not a blank check for whatever you ask, but a word of 

assurance that whatever the disciples needed and desired in order to do the same works that He had done 

and works of even a greater sort, whatever they needed to accomplish these works, they were to ask the 

Father in His name and they could be assured that He would do it. 

  In one of the commentaries I regularly consult in this study of John’s Gospel has a theological note to 

address the issue, “Does God Give Us Whatever We Ask?”  Here are the words of Edward Klink: 

 

  It is unfortunate that many use 14:13-14 (and 16:23) as an unconditional pledge that every 

believer’s prayer, of whatever content, will be heard and answered by God.  Yet the language must be 

understood in its immediate context.  Two things can be stated in this regard.  First, the point is not to 

suggest that the believer has a new and more powerful resource in God, but that Jesus is not 

withdrawing from them by His departure but in fact by means of His departure is even more present—

and more powerfully so!  Second, the kind of prayers believers should ask is also presented by this 

statement.  They should pray in a manner befitting the mission of God (denoted by the “works” the 

believer will do in v. 12) and the character of God (denoted by the use of “in His name” in v.13).  

Prayers expecting results outside of these parameters are not prayers at all but commands and are 

outside the bounds of the disciple of Jesus Christ.  This final promise is not about the pursuit of self-

seeking permission from God but is an invitation to participate in the fulness of life in God through 

Christ and by the Spirit. 

  When a Christian prays then, they are agreeing to trust not only in God’s sovereign and 

authoritative resources but also in God’s perfect and providential results.  What makes the prayer 

Christian and not pagan is that God is not used to fulfill the desires of the person who prays, but rather 

the person who prays submits his or her will to both the power and purpose of God.  A Christian prayer 

is a paradox in that it seeks from God what one simultaneously surrenders to God.  Asking from God 

therefore is also a letting go.  It is letting God be God over all things (Rom. 11:36), even the things we 

want (or need) the most.8  

 

  Let us now consider the individual phrases and clauses of this verse.  Jesus said…  

 

 1.  “And whatever you ask in My name…” 

 

  What is it to ask or pray “in Jesus’ name”?  It is to pray to God the Father as if Jesus were praying to 

His Father that prayer.  “If something is asked for in Jesus’ name, the request is probably viewed as 

addressed to the Father.  The Father denies nothing to the Son, and a request made in the Son’s name is 

treated as if the Son made it.”9  Jesus declared in another place:  

                                                      
8 Klink, John, p.p 623f. 
9 Bruce, p. 301. 
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In that day you will ask nothing of Me.  Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in My 

name, He will give it to you.  24Until now you have asked nothing in My name.  Ask, and you will 

receive, that your joy may be full. (John 16:23) 

 

  To ask in Jesus’ name is also to pray to the Father on behalf of the concerns, interests, and desires of 

Jesus.  We are asking the Father to do something for Jesus, for His sake. 

 

 2.  “that I will do…” 

 

  It is not absolutely clear in this verse whether the prayer is to be offered directly to the Father or to 

the Son.  Both are appropriate, but generally we pray to the Father through the Son.  But even when we pray 

to the Father and the content of that prayer is for the furtherance of the name of Jesus, the Lord Jesus acts to 

answer the prayer.  Jesus promised His disciples here that in response to their prayer, “That I will do.”   

 

 3.  “that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 

 

  The primary and ultimate end is the glorification of God the Father in the Son.  God the Father 

glorifies His Son, but in doing so, His Son glorifies Him.  Here to glorify is to enable God the Father to be 

seen and valued by others for who He is in truth.  When God is working through us to further His Word and 

works, and as a result our perception and appreciation of God truly is increased, then God is being glorified 

to us and in us. 

  And then as if to add additional certainty to His promise to His disciples we read our Lord’s further 

words: 

 

 4.  “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” (v. 14) 

 

  Again, it is not clear whether the Father is directly asked or if it is Jesus to whom the prayer is 

offered, but again, most commonly the Christian is to pray to the Father.  When Jesus taught His disciples to 

pray He said these words: “In this manner, therefore, pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your 

name’” (Matt. 6:9).  Leon Morris (1914-2006) addressed this in his commentary: 

 

As the subject is prayer it is probably more natural that we should think of the Father as the object.  We 

expect the same to be true of this verse.  However the true text appears to be “if ye shall ask Me 

anything in My name”.  Prayer may be addressed to the Son as well as the Father.  But it is still “in My 

name.”   The basic condition is the same.  Some object to the idea of praying to Christ in His own name, 

but there is good Old Testament precedent for this in that the Father is appealed to “for His name’s 

sake” (e.g. Psa. 25:11; 79:9).  As in the previous verse, the prayer will be answered by Christ Himself.  

Indeed there is some emphasis on this.10   

 

 

III.  Jesus commands His disciples to be obedient and faithful. (14:15) 

 

  Jesus declared in verse 15, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”   

  The great desire and goal of the Christian is to order his/her life in righteousness.  Righteousness, by 

definition, is a life lived according to God’s law, which are His commandments.  Paul summarized the 

nature of the Christian life in 1 Corinthians 7:19: “For neither circumcision counts for anything nor 

uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God.”  And here, again, Jesus said to His disciples, “If 

you love Me, keep My commandments.”   

                                                      
10 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John (William B. Eerdmans, 1971), p. 647. 
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  Here we have a couple of very important matters set before us.  First, we see that love for Christ 

should be the motivation for obedience to God’s laws.  Even in the times of the Old Testament in the days 

of Moses, love for God was to be the motivation for keeping the law of God.   

 

Exodus 20:4-6: “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  5You shall not bow 

down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.” 

 

Deuteronomy 11:22.  “For if you will be careful to do all this commandment that I command you to 

do, loving the LORD your God, walking in all his ways, and holding fast to him…” 

 

Frequently loving the Lord is connected with keeping His commandments and walking in His ways. 

  It is very important that we understand what is the right motivation for keeping God’s laws, or 

commandments.  We are to obey God’s commandments because we love God.  This motivation for 

obedience is sometimes described by the term, “evangelical obedience.”  Evangelical obedience is often 

contrasted with the great error of “legal obedience.”  Legal obedience is the desire and motivation to obey 

God’s commandments due to fear of God’s punishment rather than due to love for God.  Legal obedience is 

enslaving and powerless to transform a person or to characterize a person as one who is holy before the 

Lord.  When we are converted to Christ, we are to shift our understanding of our desire and motivation for 

obedience to God’s commandments.  We are to obey God because we love God, but further, we obey God 

for this is what it is to love God.  

  Now too many Christians still cling to a sense of legal obedience rather than evangelical obedience.  

And they will continue in misery and defeat as long as they do.  But when we are saved from our sin 

through the love of God manifest to us by the grace of God in Jesus Christ, we are to embrace the spirit of 

evangelical obedience.   

  In Pastor Jason’s study on the Law of God that was begun last Wednesday evening, he gave a 

handout that shows what evangelical obedience is in contrast to legal obedience.  It was from the classic 

puritan writer on this subject, Samuel Bolton (d. 1654), in his book, The True Bounds of Christian 

Freedom, in which he set forth the nature and role of the law of God for the New Testament believer.  Here 

are Bolton’s words that address the transition that we undergo when we are converted to Christ: 

 

  Previously (before conversion), the principles of obedience were legal and servile, now they are filial (as 

in a family) and evangelical.  As the law was given with evangelical purposes, so it is now kept (obeyed) from 

evangelical principles, principles of faith, love, and delight, which causes the soul to obey, and facilitates 

the whole of obedience.  The love of Christ constrains (2 Cor. 5:14), yet is the obedience free.  Love 

knows no difficulties; things impossible to others are easy to them that love.  The grounds of obedience 

differ: heretofore, fear, now love.  Previously the strength was our own; now we have fellowship with the 

strength of Christ.  Our works are said to be wrought in God, by union with Him (John 3:21), and by 

fellowship with Him.  As we can do nothing without Him, so we can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens us.  And this strength He has promised: The Lord hath avouched thee this day to be His 

peculiar people, as He hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all His commandments’ (Deut. 

26:18).  He tells us that He works all our works in us and for us (Isa. 26. 12), the required works of grace 

in us, and of duty for us. 

  The ends before were for justification and life; now they are for other ends - to glorify God, to 

dignify the Gospel, to declare our sincerity, to express our thankfulness.  Before, we obeyed, but out of 

compulsion of conscience; now we obey out of the promptings of nature, which, so far as it works, works 

to God, as naturally as stones move downward or sparks fly upward.  Thus, then, it is that we preach the 

law, not in opposition to, but in subordination to the Gospel, as we shall show at length later. 

 

And then unto all believers, Bolton wrote: 
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  Lastly, under this head, let me exhort you all to judge of the law aright, and then let it be your care 

to maintain it.  Let not Moses take the place of Christ; but, at the same time, make a right use of Moses.  

When works and obedience take their right place, when the law is rightly used, then it is holy, just and 

good.  But if we use it as our life, then we trample the blood of Christ underfoot, and make His life and 

death in vain.  Let the servant follow the Master; let Moses follow Christ; the law, grace; obedience, 

faith; and then all act their proper and designed parts.  Remember what Zacharias said: You were 

redeemed that you might serve’ (Luke 1:74), that you might live unto Him that died for you.  Reason 

from mercy to duty, not from mercy to liberty (license).  O beware that the great things of Christ do not 

make you more careless!  Take heed not to abuse mercy.  It is a sad thing when Christians abuse the 

grace of Christ.  The justice of God prevails with others; oh, but God would have His tender mercies 

prevail with you: ‘I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice’ (Rom. 12.1).  The reasonings of saints are to be from engagements of mercy to 

enlargements in duty (2 Cor. 5:14 and 7. 1).  Having such precious promises, let us purge ourselves from 

all corruptions of the flesh and spirit.  None but venomous spirits will, spider-like, suck poison from such 

sweets, or draw such inferences from mercy as may be encouragements to sin.  It would be a sad matter 

if believers should grow more slack and sluggish; if that which should quicken them slackens their 

hands; if a man should say in his heart, Christ died, I need not pray so much; Christ has done all, 

therefore I need do nothing.  The doctrine we advance should strengthen and not weaken your 

engagement to duty, should heighten and not lessen your engagement to duty; it should quicken and not 

deaden your hearts’ affections; it should inflame and not cool your spirits. 

 

  Second, and similarly, true love for Christ is seen or evidenced in obedience to His 

commandments.  In fact, keeping God’s commandments is how we love God and others.  This can be 

concluded from the verses above but it is asserted everywhere in Scripture.  John the apostle wrote in 1 

John: 

 

And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep his commandments.  4Whoever says 

"I know him" but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in Him, 5but whoever 

keeps His word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in Him: (1 

John 2:3-5) 

 

They way that you love God is through obeying God.  Those who claim to love God but refuse to obey God, 

are deceiving themselves.  They do not love, and are not loving God.  Again John wrote, “And this is love, 

that we walk according to His commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard from the 

beginning, so that you should walk in it” (2 John 6).  And here is 1 John 5:1 and 2:  

 

“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 

Father loves whoever has been born of Him.  2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 

we love God and obey His commandments.”  

 

  The way we love God is by obeying His commandments (His law).  And the way the way that we 

love others is by ordering and governing our relationships according to the law of God, the commandments 

of God, particularly the second tablet of the law.  We love our parents by honoring and obeying them (the 

5th commandment).  We love our family members and others by not hating them, which is the 6th 

commandment, “Thou shall not murder.”  We love our spouses and others by maintaining marital fidelity, 

not transgressing the 7th commandment, “Thou shall not commit adultery.”  We love our neighbors and even 

strangers by not stealing from them, but rather promoting their well-being and happiness, which is in 

accordance with the 8th commandment, “Thou shall not steal.”  We love others by not denigrating their 

name, running them down before others, but rather, attempting to build their reputation in the eyes of others, 

which is a working out of the 9th commandment, “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”  

And we love others by not being envious or jealous of them, but truly desiring and delighting in their good 
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fortune, even as we are content with what God has given us and has determined not to give us, which is the 

fulfillment of the 10th commandment, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is 

your neighbor’s.”  The law of God is a reflection of the holy character of God, which He has set forth as the 

way of life, the way of blessing, for all mankind in His creation.  Would it not be a wonderful thing if our 

nation’s capital was ordered according to God’s laws? 

 

  Third, we see that the laws of God’s are the laws of Christ.  He refers to “My commandments.”  

But there is a common objection to Christians viewing the law of God, the commandments of God as the 

rule of life for believers.  They claim that when Jesus speaks of “My commandments”, that He is referring 

to something else other than the laws of God in God’s commandments that are set forth throughout 

Scripture.  They will say that we are to keep “the law of Christ”, which is only to be understood as the law 

of love.  They claim because we are not under law but grace, which is their misunderstanding of Romans 

6:14, which reads, “For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.”  

They thereby conclude and claim that the Ten Commandments have no authority over the Christian.  “All 

we must do is love, and we can ignore all the rest.”  This is a very common error among sincere Christians, 

which largely is the result of errant teaching about the law of God promoted by dispensationalists.  And to 

illustrate how common and pervasive this wrong view of God’s law is prevalent, I received a letter this 

week, no doubt from a radio listener, who probably took exception to what we were teaching about the role 

of the law in the believer’s life.  The one page typed note was entitled, “The Laws of Love”, and the page 

set forth the principles of 1 Corinthians 13.  The way it was expressed is that we are not to look to any other 

expression of God’s will other than this.  In doing so, “love” becomes emptied of its biblical moorings, and 

drifts into all manner of subjective feelings that have no leading or controlling principle.  Now we would 

certainly agree that 1 Corinthians sets forth the true nature of love.  But we would not set 1 Corinthians 13 

against Exodus 20, or many other passages of Holy Scripture that set forth the law of God.  In fact we 

would say that 1 Corinthians 13 is what life looks like when ordered according to the law of God.  This is 

the life of Jesus Christ, who is the embodiment of love, whose life was governed by the standards of God’s 

law. 

  This error stems from their failure to distinguish the three uses of the law of God that He has set forth 

in Holy Scripture.  They generally see and embrace the first two, but fail to see and understand the third use 

of the law.  What are the three uses of the law?  (I hope and trust that this is familiar to you.)  Here is the 

theological note in The Reformation Study Bible, which is entitled, “The Threefold Use of the Law.”11 

 

  Every Christian wrestles with the question, how does the Old Testament law relate to my life?  Is 

the Old Testament law irrelevant to Christians or is there some sense in which we are still bound by 

portions of it?  As the heresy of antinomianism (i.e. lawlessness) becomes ever more pervasive in our 

culture the need to answer these questions grows increasingly urgent. 

  The Reformation was founded on grace and not upon law.  Yet the law of God was not repudiated 

by the Reformers.  John Calvin, for example, wrote what has become known as the “threefold Use of the 

Law” in order to show the importance of the law for the Christian life (Institutes 2.1.304-10). 

  The first purpose of the law is to be a mirror.  On the one hand, the law of God reflects and 

mirrors the perfect righteousness of God.  The law tells us much about who God is.  Perhaps more 

important, the law illumines human sinfulness.  Augustine wrote, “The law orders, that we, after 

attempting to do what is ordered, and so feeling our weakness under the law, may learn to implore the 

help of grace” (Institutes 2.1.306).  The law highlights our weakness so that we might seek the strength 

found in Christ.  Here the law acts as a severe schoolmaster who drives us to Christ. 

  A second purpose for the law is the restraint of evil.  The law, in and of itself, cannot change 

human hearts.  It can, however, serve to protect the righteous from the unjust.  Calvin says this purpose is 

“by means of its fearful denunciations and the consequent dread of punishment, to curb those who, 

                                                      
11 Sproul, R. C., gen. ed., The Reformation Study Bible (Reformation Trust, 2015), p. 273. 
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unless forced, have no regard for rectitude and justice” (institutes 2.1.307).  The law allows for a limited 

measure of justice on this earth, until the last judgment is realized. 

  The third purpose of the law is to reveal what is pleasing to God.  As born again children of God, 

the law enlightens us as to what is pleasing to our Father, whom we seek to serve.  The Christian delights 

in the law as God Himself delights in it.  Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments” (John 

14:15).  This is the highest function of the law, to serve as an instrument for the people of God to give 

Him honor and glory. 

  By studying or meditating on the law of God, we attend the school of righteousness.  We learn 

what pleases God and what offends Him.  The moral law that God reveals in Scripture is always binding 

upon us.  Our redemption is from the curse of God’s law, not from our duty to obey it.  We are justified, 

not because of our obedience to the law, but in order that we may become obedient to God’s law.  To 

love Christ is to keep His commandments.  To love God is to obey His law. 

 

 

IV.  Jesus promises that His disciples will be assured and assisted by the Holy Spirit (14:16-17) 

 
16And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you 

forever— 17the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows 

Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

 

  Here is the first mention by Jesus in John’s Gospel of the gift of the Holy Spirit that the Father would 

impart to His disciples in answer to His prayer to His Father.  But though the Lord Jesus first mentions Him 

here, The Holy Spirit was spoken about earlier in the Gospel.  In John 1 we read of John the Baptist’s 

testimony of Jesus:   

 

  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world!  30This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, 

because He was before me.’  31I myself did not know Him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with 

water, that He might be revealed to Israel.”  32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from 

heaven like a dove, and it remained on Him.  33I myself did not know Him, but he who sent me to 

baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is He who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  34And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

(John 1:29-34) 
 

  And the Gospel writer, John, mentioned the Holy Spirit in John 7.  There we read these words, 

 

  37On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him 

come to Me and drink.  38Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water.’”  39Now this He said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to 

receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. (John 7:37-39) 

 

  And now that Jesus was about to be glorified, soon the Father would give the Holy Spirit to His 

people.  The Holy Spirit is sent by the Father through the Son, for it is the Son who would baptize His 

people with the Holy Spirit. 

  Here in John 14:16 the Holy Spirit is called the “Helper”, even “another Helper.”  The Greek word is 

παράκλητος (paracletos).  The KJV translates this word as “Comforter.”  A new translation, called the New 

English Translation (NET) translates the word as “Advocate.”  The translators gave this explanation 

regarding their choice of the word, “Advocate”: 

 

Or “Helper” or “Counselor”; Greek “Paraclete,” from the Greek word παράκλητος (paracletos).  

Finding an appropriate English translation for παράκλητος is a very difficult task.  No single English 

word has exactly the same range of meaning as the Greek word.  “Comforter,” used by some of the 
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older English versions appears to be as old as Wycliffe12.  But today it suggests a quilt or a sympathetic 

mourner at a funeral.  “Counselor” is adequate, but too broad, in contexts like “marriage counselor” or 

“camp counselor.”  “Helper” or “Assistant” could also be used, but could suggest a subordinate rank.  

“Advocate,” the word chosen for this translation, has more forensic (legal) overtones than the Greek 

word does, although in John 16:5-11 a forensic context is certainly present.  Because an “advocate” is 

someone who “advocates” or supports a position or viewpoint and since this is what the Paraclete will 

do for the preaching of the disciples, it was selected in spite of the drawbacks.13  

 

  The basic idea is that the Holy Spirit given to the disciples, would stand beside them, assisting and 

empowering them to carry out their work of proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world.  The Holy 

Spirit is called another Advocate, because He is given to stand with His people as Jesus Himself, who will 

also be their Advocate, or Comforter, or Helper.  Jesus Christ Himself is called a παράκλητος (paracletos) 

in 1 John 2:1.  This reads, “My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if 

anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1).  Jesus Christ is 

our Advocate with the Father.  The Holy Spirit is another Advocate with us. 

 

  We will begin to address this most important matter next Lord’s Day, Lord willing.  

 

 

***************** 

 

“When Christ who is your life appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory. (Col. 3:4) 

 

***************** 

 

                                                      
12 John Wycliffe (1330-1384) produced the first full English translation of the Bible.   
13 NET Bible, Full Notes Edition (Thomas Nelson, 1996, 2019), p. 2044.  


