
4-8-21 - A Growing Antinomian Mentality
Fundamentally antinomianism, Anti = against, nomos = law, ism = a belief system, is a 

belief of anti-law, being against law. Within Christianity the most common usage of that term, 
antinomianism, has referred to the heresy that has taken on many other forms in recent years 
where someone can be saved, but live in a way that goes against God’s law. There are many 
issues within that, which are not what this article is about. I draw out this idea, because there are 
various mentalities that Christianity can embrace that are antinomian in nature. The one I draw 
out here is the retreatism and a redefining that is happening today given the crisis that America 
has been facing. This retreatism is the voice and activity of the church retreating from the public 
square of involvement into the private circle of seclusion. This is coupled with the redefining of 
what separation of church and state is by the world and the giving into that of the church. I’ll 
explain these more. 

Retreatism. We have privatized Christianity so much in America that it is largely nothing 
but our personal relationship with Jesus that we keep to ourselves. Our faith is supposedly not 
something that should dictate, be made known, and be heard outside of ourselves. In many cases 
it shouldn’t even be active within our homes and families. Just take the common notion of when 
holidays come about and you gather with your family. You gather, but you better not bring up the 
subject of religion or politics. Those are no-nos. So our Christian faith retreats to be just within 
us and maybe it comes out on Sunday, but even that is feeling the effects of this retreatism. So 
now, there is no justification for someone who brings their beliefs into the public square whether 
it has to do with schooling, politics, sports, and so on. That is a no-no nowadays. And the 
Christian community has given into this and is embracing this in many ways.

And this goes into the redefinition of the separation of church and state. The separation of 
church and state concerns the boundaries of the government’s authority on the church where the 
church has its own government and the public government is not supposed to come into that 
sphere by imposing their authority on the church. This has been redefined. Now the separation of 
church and state means that the church cannot have any say in the public square. The beliefs of 
the church cannot have any say on the Equality Act, for example. They are supposed to keep 
quiet, because that is supposedly not a matter for the church to speak to and influence. Again, the 
Christian community has given to this and is embracing this in many ways. 

This comes from an imbalance of law and gospel and is antinomian in nature. This comes 
from not knowing the three main uses of the law and how the gospel then relates to those uses. 
The law of God, for one, is supposed to restrain wickedness within the common world. When 
this is rightly recognized by the Christian then God’s law is upheld in every facet of life, so that 
it restrains sin. This restraining property of God’s law is why human law is to be based upon the 
principles extracted from God’s law. Supposed you are a Christian and you come to an 
undiscovered land. So as you set up a society the question must be asked, “What do I base the 
laws of this land on?” This has been recognized by many societies within history whether fully 
Christian or not. We are in a prime situation in history where the law of God can do what it is 
supposed to, in a main function, as a predecessor to the gospel, especially in the practical use that 
is human law. When this is recognized then the second use of God’s law comes into light. God’s 
law is a mirror that shows us our sin. It is to empty us of ourselves by revealing to us our 
unrighteousness. When we are restrained by God’s law then we see our sin more clearly in the 
mirror of God’s law, which is a very practical way within society that can usher in the gospel. So 



the law of God in these uses is then the predecessor of the gospel where the gospel is to come in 
and fill us with the truth about salvation in Christ alone. The gospel does what the law can’t. It 
provides us with the only remedy to our record of debt that we’ve all piled up on ourselves and 
can see through the mirror of the law. As God saves through His gospel by His Spirit we then 
come to see the law of God in a brand new light, which is the third use of the law. This is new 
life in Christ living under the Lordship of Christ where the great desire of the new heart wants to 
obey God and His commandments. The law is now to show us how we are to live and where we 
are to go. The freedom that is in Christ expresses itself in obedience to the King. 

So the Christian is to live on God’s gospel at the same time as living in light of God’s 
law. Here there is no seclusion, no retreatism, no merely privatized faith, no silence in the public 
square. The opposite is to be the case. But unfortunately there is a heavy mentality of 
antinomianism that has surfaced, an antinomianism not regarding our salvation, but our Christian 
life. This antinomian mentality needs to be eradicated. Scripture shows us many times over that 
this retreatism is not following Christ and this redefinition of the separation of church and state is 
not what God establishes and call us to. We need to see this retreatism and redefinitions, so that 
we can be renewed in what the life in Christ is to be.


