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Message:  Calling All Sinners
Text:         Luke 5:27-39

Introduction

  A.  Today is to be the final round of the Masters, golf’s most prestigious tournament held every 
year at the beautiful Augusta National Country Club.  Augusta is also one of the most 
exclusive, elitist clubs in the entire world, limiting its membership to 300 people whose 
list of names reads like a who’s who of the corporate and public world (E.g., Bill Gates, 
Condoleezza Rice, Darla Moore).  Winning a green jacket at the Masters does not 
automatically gain you membership.  None of us here today should ever expect to be 
invited to become members.  We don’t meet the criteria.

  B.  The Pharisees and scribes of Jesus’s day regarded most people in the world as not meeting
the criteria to belong as members of God’s covenant people.  All non-Jews were to be
excluded, and that would exclude from God’s people every one of us Gentiles here today. 
Nor did Jews who were tax collectors and other disreputable categories of sinners meet
their criteria for membership.  The Pharisees and scribes established non-biblical
boundaries that Jesus came to cross, calling all sinners from all peoples to repentance
toward God and faith in Jesus as Lord, in this way inviting all to join the membership of
God’s redeemed, forgiven people.  Our risen Lord inspires Luke to record how Jesus
made this point.

I.  5:27 -30  Jesus calls and invites tax/toll collectors to join God’s people through 
repentance and faith.

  A.  Jesus calls Levi (Matthew) to repentance and faith in Him.

      1.  While there could be exceptions, tax collectors and the toll collectors who worked for 
them were considered as a group a despised class of corrupt, dishonest individuals who 
abused their authority. This characterization is confirmed in Luke’s gospel, in John the 
Baptist’s instructing tax collectors as to what true repentance will look like, and in 
Zacheus’s response of repentance to Jesus.

Luke 3:12  And some tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him,
"Teacher, what shall we do?"  And he said to them, "Collect no more than what you 13

have been ordered to." 

Luke 19:2  And there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax
collector and he was rich. ...  Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, half 8

of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I
will give back four times as much." 

      2.  Both John the Baptist and Jesus, fulfilling God’s mission, were calling all sinners to 



repentance and faith.

Luke 5:27  After that He went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi sitting in the
tax booth, and He said to him, "Follow Me."  And he left everything behind, and got 28

up and began to follow (was following) Him. 

Matthew 9:9   As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in the
tax collector's booth; and He said to him, "Follow Me!" And he got up and followed
Him. 

      3.  Jews of this day typically had two names, one Hebrew/Aramaic and one Greek.  E.g., 
Simon-Peter; Saul-Paul, Silas-Silvanus, and here Levi-Matthew.

      4.  The mark of a disciple, a Christian, is repentance and faith, expressed by leaving all and 
following Jesus as a continual way of life, which Levi/Matthew does.  (The imperfect 
verb “to follow” in 5:28 denotes Levi’s action was continual.)  Luke repeatedly makes 
this clear.  Have we truly repented of rejecting Jesus as Lord of our lives?  Do we 
manifest this true mark of what it means to be a Christian?

  Luke 5:11  When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed
Him. 

Luke 9:23  And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must
deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 

Luke 18:28   Peter said, "Behold, we have left our own and followed You." 

  B.  Levi in turn invites his circle of fellow tax collectors and friends/associates to table 
fellowship with Jesus.

Luke 5:29   And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a great
crowd of tax collectors and other people who were reclining at the table with them. 

Matthew 9:10  Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house,
behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His
disciples. 

      1.  It is notable that when this tax collector was intentionally called by Jesus, noticing him, 
Levi brought a a whole circle of his associates into contact with Jesus, Who did not likely 
have a network of tax collectors.  When we can invite someone to Christ who is not part 
of our natural network, that reached individual can bring his/her whole network of 
friends/associates into contact with Christ and His gospel.

      2.  Levi/Matthew had completely reoriented his life around fulfilling God’s purpose in 
sending Jesus.



II.  5:30-39   Opposition of Jewish leaders to Christ’s mission failed to recognize Judaism’s 
fulfillment in Christ’s gospel message and ministry.

  A.  Opposition from the Pharisees and scribes.  In the biblical world, eating had social as well as 
biological implications.  Eating together signified friendship, unity.  One did not eat with 
one’s enemies.  Often covenants were sealed with a fellowship meal E.g, the covenant 
between Jacob and Laban).

Luke 5:30   The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying,
"Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners?" 

Genesis 31:54  Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain, and called his kinsmen to
the meal; and they ate the meal and spent the night on the mountain. 

  B.  The Pharisees, believing the priestly class (Sadducees) had become corrupted, corrupting the 
temple rituals for holiness on behalf of Israel, extended to their own homes and tables the 
ritual purity laws required of priests serving in the temple.  E.g., Luke 11:37,38.  So to eat 
with tax collectors and sinners was to defile onself, to render oneself unclean before God. 
Their supposed purity was viewed a mark of righteousness.

Luke 11:37   Now when He had spoken, a Pharisee asked Him to have lunch with him;
and He went in, and reclined at the table.  When the Pharisee saw it, he was surprised 38

that He had not first ceremonially washed before the meal. 

Exodus 40:30  He placed the laver between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water
in it for washing.  From it Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and 31

their feet.  When they entered the tent of meeting, and when they approached the 32

altar, they washed, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

  C.  Jesus refutes the Pharisees misuse and misunderstanding of God’s purpose in given the Old 
Covenant law.

Luke 5:31   And Jesus answered and said to them, "It is not those who are well who
need a physician, but those who are sick.  "I have not come to call the righteous but 32

sinners to repentance." 

      1.  Jesus previous miraculous healings revealed Him to be Yahweh Rafa, the Lord our 
Healer, pointing to His bringing something much more important than physical healing.  
He came to heal the broken relationship between God and sinners, leading to the 
forgiveness of sins and transformed, eternal life.

      2.  “Righteous” here should not be understood as “self-righteous” (as many assert), for the 
Lord is calling self-righteous sinners to repentance.

Matthew 3:7   But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for



baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come?  "Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;  8

      3.  The word “righteous” is used by God in His Word in more than one way.  

a.  In an absolute sense, no one is righteous (perfectly sinless) in His sight.

   Psalm 143:2   And do not enter into judgment with Your servant, for in Your
sight no man living is righteous.

   Romans 3:10   as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN
ONE; 

  b.  In a descriptive sense it is used of the transformed character of those who live by faith 
in the Lord, thus, a designation of His people versus “sinners” who have not 
repented, who do not live by faith in Him, who are not His people.  Those who are 
ethically righteous by faith are also legally righteous (justified) by that same faith.

    (1) in the wider context of Scripture

Psalm 1:5  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in
the assembly of the righteous.  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 6

but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Psalm 37:29   The righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever.  The 30

mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks justice.  The law 31

of his God is in his heart; His steps do not slip. 

Romans 5:8   But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still/yet (eti) sinners, Christ died for us. 

    (2) in the context of Luke

Luke 1:5   In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named
Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.  They were both righteous in the sight of 6

God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the
Lord. 

Luke 2:25   And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this
man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the
Holy Spirit was upon him. 

Luke 15:4   "What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one



which is lost until he finds it? ...  "I tell you that in the same way, there will be7

more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance. 

Luke 23:50  And a man named Joseph, who was a member of the Council, a good
and righteous man  (he had not consented to their plan and action), a man from 51

Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of God;  this 52

man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 

  D.  The Jewish leaders, who regarded all Gentiles as sinners, were in opposition to the gospel 
promise in the Law, the Old Testament Scriptures.  By faith in the Lord, Gentiles meet 
God’s criteria for membership in His covenant people.

Galatians 3:8  The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE
BLESSED IN YOU." 

  E.  The agenda of the Pharisees to oppose the ministry of Jesus continued with a criticism 
related to eating and drinking.  “OK, but why are you eating and drinking instead of 
fasting?” While the OT law only required fasting on the Day of Atonement, the Pharisees 
fasted 2x per week, on Monday and Thursday. For them it was a mark of righteousness.

Luke 5:33   And they said to Him, "The disciples of John often fast and offer prayers, the
disciples of the Pharisees also do the same, but Yours eat and drink." 

Luke 18:9  And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt:  "Two men went up into the 10

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  "The Pharisee stood and 11

was praying this to himself: 'God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers,
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  'I fast twice a week .... 12

  F.  Jesus responds that when the bridegoom appears for a wedding, it is a time for celebration, 
for a feast and not for a fast.  When Jesus is taken away to the cross - that is a time for 
lamenting and fasting.

Luke 5:34 And Jesus said to them, "You cannot make the attendants of the
bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them, can you?  "But the days will 35

come; and when the bridegroom is taken away from them, then they will fast in
those days." 

  G.  Jesus give a final parable using 2 illustrations of how the Pharisees’ interpretation and 
practice of Scripture is not true Judaism.  Christ is the fulfillment of God’s plan of 
salvation for the world in keeping with His promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and their 
descendants.



      1.  Illustration of old and new fabric/garments.

Luke 5:36 And He was also telling them a parable: "No one tears a piece of cloth from a
new garment and puts it on an old garment; otherwise he will both tear the new, and the
piece from the new will not match the old.

   

      2.  Illustration from old and new wineskins/wine.  (Show slide of wineskin)

Luke 5:37   "And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine
will burst the skins and it will be spilled out, and the skins will be ruined.  "But new 38

wine must be put into fresh wineskins.  "And no one, after drinking old wine wishes 39

for new; for he says, 'The old is good enough.'" 

Conclusion

If you want to go home today and watch the final round of the Masters tournament on
television, you can do that.  But if you want to become a members of Augusta National
Country Club, well, it’s probably safe to say that none of us will ever meet their criteria. 
There is a saying, if you have to ask how you can join the Club, you’re already
disqualified.

But if we seek with all our hearts to become members of God’s covenant community of
believers in Christ Jesus, hear the good news from the lips of Jesus.

Luke 11:9   "So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you.  "For everyone who asks, receives; and he who 10

seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened. 
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