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CHRIST’S COSMIC VICTORY 
Studies in Colossians 

 
Study 1 

 
Trevor Faggotter 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most to the time (Colossians 4:5) 
 

Prayer: Dear Father, we give you thanks for the great blessing of faith, hope and love, at work in 
our hearts and lives, and among your people today. We pray that we may learn anew from the 
Scriptures, great and wonderful things, and so be freshly equipped to proclaim your Word, share 
your precious truth and the gospel story, with outsiders, those who do not know you. Help us 
Lord, as we consider our lives, to make the most of the time - the days, months and years that you 
have given to us, to live for your glory. Amen. 

 
During this series of studies, we shall look at the letter of Paul to the Colossians.  It 
contains some very rich doctrine about the person and work of Jesus Christ, and much 
teaching regarding the way of living as a Christian. It can be read in about 20 minutes. 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote this great letter to the Colossians, proclaiming the fruit and 
outworking of the sufferings, of the crucified man Jesus, and the meaning of his 
resurrection from the dead for the creation, and for the human race. The letter 
included a deliberate refuting of the false teaching which threatened to distort the 
gospel message, and so the fruitfulness and usefulness of this church within the plan 
of God. It contains a marvellous passage about the Supremacy of Christ’s Victory as 
the Cosmic Christ (Colossians 1:15-20).  The teaching in John 1:1-18 has similarities. 
 

THE BACKGROUND DOCTRINAL ISSUE 
 
The false teaching being countered by Paul is not the legalism of the Galatians 
situation, but probably a Jewish mysticism, which has been identified as the very early 
stages of Gnosticism, Gnosis (knowledge), heretical systems which only fully 
appeared in the second century. Hence, this early mysticism is sometimes described as 
“incipient Gnosticism”.  
 

Gnosticism Defined: “a religious movement that proclaimed a mystical esotericism for the elect 
based on illumination and the acquisition of a higher knowledge of things heavenly and 
divine—the higher knowledge being “soteric” [saving blessings] as well as “esoteric” [only 
understood by a particular cult].1 

 
JESUS 

 
Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Sometimes when reading the apostle Paul’s rich teaching 
concerning the implications of the gospel, it is good to have in mind that he is always 
speaking of the outworking of the life of the man, Jesus. It is the Jesus who got tired 

                                                
1 F. F. Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians to Philemon and to the Ephesians, TNICOTNT, 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1984, p. 21; he quotes G. G. Scholem.  
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and rested by a well (John 4), who healed the sick, cast out demons, fed the 5000, 
taught the crowds, forgave the sins of a paralytic, and washed the sore and weary feet 
of his disciples, who is dynamically present to the Colossians, and to us now—as 
Lord of all.  Paul had met this Jesus in an unusual encounter on the Damascus Road 
(Acts 9:9), and his whole understanding of life thereby was changed by a revelation 
from God, within the depths of his being (Galatians 1:15-16). In meeting Jesus, Paul 
‘truly comprehended the grace of God’ (Colossians 1:6) 
  

PAUL THE APOSTLE 
 
Paul the Apostle wrote this authoritative letter to the faithful brothers and sisters in 
Colossae, during his time in prison (Colossians 4:3, 18) It seems that he had never 
met most of them, nor been to Colossae (Colossians 1:7; 2:1). The church was 
established by Epaphras (Colossians 1:7) who was ‘one of’ them (Colossians 4:12). 
The gospel was introduced to Colossae during Paul’s ministry based in Ephesus, 
where Paul preached for several years:  
 

8 He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly, and argued 
persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 When some stubbornly refused to 
believe and spoke evil of the Way before the congregation, he left them, taking 
the disciples with him, and argued daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This 
continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, 
heard the word of the Lord (Acts 19:8-10). 

 
COLOSSAE 

 
Colossae was located in the valley of the Lycus River, which was a tributary of the 
Maeander, in the southern part of ancient Phrygia. It was quite near to Hierapolis—
noted for its healing waters, and Laodicea—noted for its piped-in lukewarm water, 
and its lukewarm response to Jesus (Revelation 3:14-16). As time progressed, these 
two neighbouring city centres grew, while Colossae diminished.  
 
Today the city of Colossae is non-existent. However, it was once situated in what is 
now the western side of modern Turkey. It was a town on the main trade route from 
Ephesus to the east, about 120km from Ephesus.  
 

Some Themes—within the letter, include: 
 

• Thanksgiving, and Intercessory Prayer 
• Christ’s Lordship 
• Churchly Suffering 
• The Mystery of Glory 
• The Fulness of Man and Christ 
• The Truth of Redemption—as against false systems of salvation 
• The Foolishness of Obeying Elemental Spirits and Angels When Christian 

Freedom has been effected 
• The Foundation of Holiness and the way of living in it 
• Family and Social Relationships 
• Living in a Pagan Society 
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OVERVIEW OF COLOSSIANS 1 
 

1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To the saints and 
faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 
3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 for we have heard 
of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid 
up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6 that has 
come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit 
among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7 This you 
learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 
and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
 
9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that 
you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and 
as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes 
from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 
12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers--all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  
 
This passage, Colossians 1:15-20 has been identified as an early Christian hymn, 
along with others such as Luke 1-2; Revelation 4:8, 11; 5:13; 7:12 etc.; Phil. 2:6-11; 
John 1:1-16; Hebrews 1:3; 1 Timothy 3:16; 1 Peter 3:18f., 22; Ephesians 5:14.  
 
Of Colossians, Dunn notes “The recognition of the hymnic form of these verses goes 
back to E. Norden, in 1913”.2 
 

A Who is the image of the unseen God, the firstborn of all creation, 
For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, seen and unseen 
Whether thrones or dominions or powers or rulers, 
All things were created through him and to him, 
And he is before everything and all things in him cohere, 
And he himself is the head of the body (the Church) 
 
B Who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
That he might become in all things himself pre-eminent, 
For in him willed all the fullness to dwell, 
And through him to reconcile all things to him, 
Making peace (through the blood of his cross) through him, 
Whether those on earth or those in heaven. 

 
21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled 
in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before 
him-- 23 provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting 
from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature 
under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.  
 

                                                
2 James D.G. Dunn, Unity and Diversity in the New Testament, SCM Press, 1977 p. 136 



NCTM MONDAY NIGHTS, TERM 2, (5.5.2011), MITCHAM  
‘CHRIST’S COSMIC VICTORY: STUDIES IN COLOSSIANS’ - TREVOR FAGGOTTER 

 

 4 

24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking 
in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I became its servant according to 
God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery 
that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27 
To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone 
and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I 
toil and struggle with all the energy that he powerfully inspires within me. 
 
What is the mystery hidden throughout the ages and generations?  
Geoffrey Bingham says it is thus: 
 

Paul’s immediate answer is ‘Christ in you, the hope of glory’. In Ephesians 3:1–11 it is 
unity of Jew and Gentile, the inheritance common to both, i.e. that they are the one people 
of God, and the mystery has been hidden from angels and men, hitherto (see RSV margin 
for ‘ages and generations'), but is now disclosed.  The Colossians now know that  

(a) the Gentiles are one (body) with the Jews in the Messianic community, and  
(b) that Christ is in them, as well as among them. This is the assurance of the 
eschatological glory, the summation of each, and of the people of God.3 
 

The hope of glory—what of glory, what is it? 
 
Glory is a basic theme of Scripture from man’s creation as the glory of God: 1 Corinthians 11:7—
access into grace with the hope of glory; Romans 5:1–2—present transformation in glory; 2 
Corinthians 3:18; cf. 4:16f.— to the hope of glory by the Spirit—Romans 8:18-25—to this 
passage of Colossians 1:27 where Christ's indwelling assures the ultimate glory.4 
 

Outline—of Paul’s Letter to the Colossians: 
 

• Greeting, Thanksgiving and Prayer 
• Hymn: The Supremacy of Christ 
• Paul’s Interest in Writing to Colossians 
• Warning against False Teachers 
• The True Christian Life 
• The Christian Duties 
• Personal Messages 

 
SOME QUESTIONS 

 
1. What other details or phrases did you notice in the letter, so far? 

 
2. What did Paul pray, and ask that God may give? (Col. 1:9) 

 
3. Any comments about the teaching hymn (Col. 1:15-20)?  Discuss. 

 
4. Understanding the term ‘firstborn’ is important. Why might that be? 

 
5. Fulness (Gk: Pleroma) is an important term. Why? 

 

                                                
3 Geoffrey C. Bingham, The Fulness of Christ, NCPI, Blackwood, p. 16   
4 Ibid. p. 16   


