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KJV – Genesis 17:15-27 

 

“The Promise of Isaac” 

      This week we will finish Genesis chapter seventeen. We left off last week finishing through verse 
fourteen with God’s commandment of circumcision to Abraham for every male. No exceptions, else 
they would be cut off. 
 
     We will pick up this week in verse fifteen with the promise of Isaac in whom the line of Christ 
runs, then to the promise for Ishmael to be a nation and the circumcision. This last section of the 
chapter will be broken down into five sections: 
 

1. The Childbearing – Genesis 17:15-17 
2. The Concern – Genesis 17:18-20 
3. The Clarity – Genesis 17:21 
4. The Ceasing – Genesis 17:22 
5. The Circumcision – Genesis 17:23-27 

 
     As we saw last week in our lesson it was God who gave Abraham the commandment for 
circumcision yet this act had not been carried out because the LORD was still conversing with 
Abraham.  
 
     Verses ten through thirteen the command is given to circumcise all males in the covenant 
community. After the initial rite is performed, subsequent to that every male child born is to be 
circumcised on the eighth day. This would later become part of the Mosaic Law as recorded in 
Leviticus 12:3.  
 
     God has chosen Abraham and is now giving him laws and commandments that would later serve 
as building blocks for the Jewish faith. Regardless of whom Abraham was, where he came from, in 
spite of all the previous failures before and after his calling, God has chosen to bless him. And when 
God chooses to bless an individual, all who are connected to that individual benefit in many 
different ways. 
 
     In God blessing Abraham with a son of His choosing, Sarai is blessed. As we will see in the 
beginning of our text this evening the blessing given by God to Sarai.  
 
The Childbearing – Genesis 17:15-17 
 
Genesis 17:15 

15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 
shall her name be. 

mailto:princess.chapel@yahoo.com


2 
 

The Promise of Isaac       Princess Chapel Church 

     The LORD will first bless her by changing her name: God changes Sarai’s name to Sarah.  

     In English the final vowel “I” is replaced by the consonant “h.” Now the name Sarai or Sarah 
basically means princess or woman of nobility. The changing of the last letter does not alter this 
basic meaning. In Hebrew, the letter “I” has more of a singular in view and the letter “h” has more of 
a plural in view. The change most logically means that she would be the “princess of many.” 

Genesis 17:16 

16 And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of 
nations; kings of people shall be of her. 

     The LORD blesses her by promising Abraham to bless her with a son and to further bless her by 
promising to give her a lineage; and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 

     Notice now, Abraham is being told these things and not Sarah. But now her name is changed and 
God says that she will have a son. 

Genesis 17:17 

17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him 
that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 

     Abraham’s initial response is one of doubt, why do we say that? Because he laughed. 

Abraham had some serious doubts about a man who is about 100 years old and a woman who is 90 
being able to have a son.  

The Concern – Genesis 17:18-20 
 
Genesis 17:18-19 

18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! 

19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I 
will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 

     Once Abraham heard this he doubted and naturally thought that this line would come from 
Ishmael. This is why he said: O that Ishmael might live before thee! 

     The LORD had other plans, using what would seem literally impossible to show glory and 
blessing in the lives these two and all those connected.  

     The LORD immediately in the next verse put a correction of Abraham’s thought process. God tells 
him Sarah your wife will bear your son and because you laughed in sport and mockery his name 
shall be called Isaac. 
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     God tells Abraham that He will establish His covenant with him for an everlasting covenant and 
with his seed after him.  

Genesis 17:20 

20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 

     Now since Abraham taught it would be Ishmael, God corrected him but then the LORD deals with 
the matter concerning Ishmael. Because Ishmael was connected to Abraham, God would bless him 
physically and multiply him and produce twelve princes through him (Genesis 25: 12-18). God 
would allow him to live a long, productive, fruitful life and would make him a great nation 

The Clarity – Genesis 17:21 

Genesis 17:21 

21 But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the 
next year. 

     My Dad told me that I have a habit of sometimes repeating myself in my sermons, saying the 
same thing over right after I have said it. They even tell you not to do that in homiletics, however if 
there is something really important I want you to get, I will sometimes say it two, three or even four 
times so it will stick and there will be clarity on the matter. 

     This is what the LORD is doing here for Abraham, He has already told him once in verse nineteen 
that it will be Sarah, and He told him in verse nineteen the name of the child in whom He would 
establish the covenant with. Yet the LORD repeats Himself again to get His point across to Abraham 
to establish clarity on this matter. 

The Ceasing – Genesis 17:22 

Genesis 17:22 

22 And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. 

     As soon as the LORD was finished saying what needed to be said, He left off talking with him, and 
God went up from Abraham. 

The Circumcision – Genesis 17:23-27 

Genesis 17:23-24 

23 And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and all that were bought 
with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house; and circumcised the flesh of their 
foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him. 

24 And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 
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Genesis 17:25-27 

25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 

26 In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son. 

27 And all the men of his house, born in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, were 
circumcised with him. 

     Abraham was serious about this, and he took care of business without delay. That same day God 
told him, after the LORD had finished speaking to him, he took his son and every male of his house 
and circumcised the flesh. Abraham did not wait, he was obedient to God’s command. This act of 
circumcision did not declare Abraham righteous, because God counted his faith unto him for 
Righteousness in Genesis 15:6.  

     It was God that called, it was God that promised, it was God that made the covenant, and it was 
God that justified Abraham by declaring him righteous. One cannot deny God’s work in His 
everlasting covenant. 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     Our God is Sovereign in His calling, in His Covenant making, in the confirmation of His Covenant, 
in the parties to be included, and the conditions set forth in whatever Covenant He establishes.  

     It is this same Sovereign God that justifies, sanctifies and will one day glorify. 

Romans 8:33 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

 


