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So it's Luke 8 and it's verse 1 all the way to 21 of Luke 8. Before I begin reading, do you 
ever listen but you're not really listening to someone? So you look like you're listening 
but you're not really there? This is something actually I do quite a lot, unfortunately, 
which is quite ironic, I'm a teacher always telling the children in my class to listen, but as 
a husband I've discovered in the last two years sometimes I'm not really listening when I 
should be, and then as Ellen, my wife, is chatting to me, she might then ask me a question
and she'll say, "What do you think about this?" And I've not really been listening so 
suddenly I've discovered that I'm in hot water because if I show that I've not been 
listening, she'll be frustrated, and so I'll say something like, "Oh, yeah, that's brilliant. 
Yeah, absolutely." I'll make a bit of a gamble and try to pretend that I was listening which
sometimes can backfire. Or I'll reverse and say, "Well, before I tell you what I think, 
what do you think?" I'll try to turn the question back to her. Actually, it's something that 
works quite well as I compliment her. So I'll say, "Hold on, before we chat about this, 
like your dress, it looks really good. In fact, you look amazing." And I try to, you know, 
change the conversation into a compliment, but sometimes actually I am listening and I 
do hear what she says, and for example there was this week Ellen said to me, "Right, you 
need to leave out the bins. I'm going off to work here, so I'm going off early. Can you 
please leave out the bin before you go to work?" And I heard what she said, I said, "Yeah,
absolutely, I'll do that. Don't you be worrying. Off you go." And then my mind gets 
preoccupied, you know, I'm getting ready for work and getting myself dressed up and 
putting on a tie and washing my face and all the rest of it, and my mind is so preoccupied 
that off I go, get in the car, drive off to work and the bins I have not left out. Do you 
know why? It's because I didn't really hear enough in my head. You know, I was listening
but I wasn't really listening. I wasn't really letting it sink in. I wasn't really receiving a 
message. It was a partial listening, it wasn't a very good hearing. It was a hearing but not 
much care attached to the hearing.

You know, that can very often be the case with us and hearing the word of God. We can 
listen to God's word but not really hear it, and that's what this passage is about in Luke 
8:1-21. There's a few different passages here but it's all about hearing the word of God, 
taking care how you hear. So I'm going to read from verse 1 of Luke 8 and it says this,
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1 Soon afterward he [that's Jesus] went on through cities and villages, 
proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the 
twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of 
evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven 
demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household
manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of 
their means. 4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from 
town after town came to him, he said in a parable, 5 "A sower went out to 
sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled
underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on the 
rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 
And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it.
8 And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold." As 
he said these things, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."
9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, 
"To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but 
for others they are in parables, so that 'seeing they may not see, and 
hearing they may not understand.' 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is 
the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; 
then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that 
they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those 
who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; 
they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14 And as for 
what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and
their fruit does not mature. 15 As for that in the good soil, they are those 
who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear 
fruit with patience. 16 "No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or 
puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those who enter may see 
the light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is 
anything secret that will not be known and come to light. 18 Take care 
then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from 
the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away." 
19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach
him because of the crowd. 20 And he was told, "Your mother and your 
brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you." 21 But he answered 
them, "My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God 
and do it." 

We'll finish our reading there.

You know, it's amazing this chapter because it actually, of course as you know, goes after
chapter 7 and the last passage in chapter 7 is about a sinful woman forgiven. So if you 
looked at that passage before in chapter 7 of Luke, you would see from verse 36 to the 
end of the chapter this story of a woman who comes before Jesus and she pours herself 
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before him, she just drops down on her knees before him and she's weeping and she wets 
his feet with her tears and she wipes them with her hair, the hair on her head, and she 
kisses his feet and she anoints him with this ointment, and this woman is in the house of a
Pharisee, a Pharisee called Simon. So here is this woman in the house of this Pharisee and
many other religious leaders are there, and she is in the midst of them all and she's on the 
floor and she's wiping Jesus' feet and breaking a really expensive alabaster jar, this really 
expensive ointment, and pouring it over Jesus' feet and she is worshiping him.

Now, of course, Simon sees this and he's thinking if Jesus knew the kind of woman that 
this was, she would not let him be touching her or she would not let, sorry, Jesus would 
not let her be touching him. But Jesus, knowing what Jesus knows, knowing what Simon 
knows, Jesus turns to Simon and says to him, "You know, if a man had a large debt and 
he was cleared of that debt and another man had an even larger debt and he was cleared 
of an even larger debt, who would be more thankful?" Of course, the answer would be, 
"Well, the man with the even larger debt." And he says, "It's the same with this woman. 
You see, this woman was forgiven a large debt." She was forgiven many sins and, you 
see, this response, this worshiping, this falling down at the feet of Jesus was her response 
to Jesus. Her response was evidence of the fact that she was filled with gratitude and was 
grateful for the word of Jesus in forgiving her. You see, this woman heard the word of 
God and it was evident that she heard the word of God by how she responded to Jesus.

You see in the next passage there in chapter 8 from verse 1 to verse 3, we have another 
story of women, all different types of women, a whole social mix, all gathering together 
and they are all grateful to Jesus. That's the one thing they share in common, this 
gratitude for Jesus because of what he has done for them. He has healed many of them of 
evil spirits and infirmities. There's Mary called Magdalene. There's Joanna. There's 
Herod's household manager and there's Susanna and many others, and they've all been 
healed and they've all been spoken to by Jesus and out of this gratitude that they might 
have in their hearts, they respond by caring, caring for Jesus' disciples. We see that in 
verse 3, "Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many 
others, who provided for them out of their means."

So we see in both those stories the sinful woman who was forgiven and all these other 
women in chapter 8, they are responding to the word of God. They have had the word of 
God effective in their lives. Their lives have been changed and now they want to respond 
in gratitude to God and so they respond by serving him. They respond with what they do. 
You see, the doing of God's word is evidence of how it is being received, and you see 
that this is something that's important for us now as we look from verse 4 to verse 21 of 
Luke 8 where we'll focus most of our time. You see, because Jesus goes into this big 
parable but this parable is to show just that, it's to show the doing of God's word is 
evidence of how it's being received, and that not all who receive God's word receive it 
well. You see, sometimes we can receive God's word but we do not receive it right, we 
do not hear it with the right ears. We listen but we don't really listen. We receive but we 
don't really receive. And you see, there's a right type of reception but there's also a wrong 
type of reception. There's a right type of hearing but there's also many many wrong ways 
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to hear the word of God. We need to listen with ears of faith and we're going to see what 
that means as we look at the rest of Luke 8 from 4 to 21.

So Jesus goes in to tell this parable, it's also known as the parable of the sower but 
actually I prefer to call it the parable of the soils because the sower is only mentioned 
very briefly and there is one type of seed but there's four different types of soils. So you 
see, we've read it already. Jesus has talked about how a sower goes and he sows his seed 
and he scatters it and this seed is scattered across many different types of soils, but you 
see it's the same seed. That's important because Jesus then later on goes to explain that 
the seed is the word of God. You see, the seed isn't the problem, the word of God is 
perfect and it should not be changed, and the fact that it's got, well, in this case a 1 in 4 
response, it's got a very small response that is the right response, it doesn't mean we 
should change the seed. We shouldn't change the word of God. We should never water 
down or alter the word of God. It should remain the same. Just because we do not or the 
masses do not respond the way we want them to doesn't mean we should alter the sower 
or the seed. We should be faithfully preaching the word of God and from whom God 
wills, there will be those who come to him and there will be those whose hearts are 
hardened, but we are to faithfully spread the seed, spread the word of God.

You'll see the four different types of soil. There's the first type where Jesus speaks of in 
verse 4 which is the path where the seed is trampled underfoot and the birds of the air 
devour it. Then, of course, Jesus goes on to explain that path in verse 12 where he says, 
"The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away 
the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved." And so this is a 
soil, a hard soil, it's a hard path, and it's to represent our hard hearts. You see, this is the 
path of apathy. This is the heart of apathy where you can listen but you don't really care. 
You hear the word of God but it doesn't bother you and instantly the devil comes and he 
takes away the word from your hard and bitter heart.

You know, I can remember whenever I was going to stay at my cousin's wedding, just 
giving like the reading at my cousin's wedding. The reading that I was given to speak was
1 Corinthians 13 and it's a very well-known passage and used often in weddings, but as I 
was reading it, I was reading, you know, that love is patient and love is kind, and then I 
realized that, hold on, time is quite short here, and this is a number of years ago, by the 
way, so before I could drive and I thought, "I need to get the bus so I can get to the 
wedding." So I was going to be late for the bus so I had to order a taxi, and so the taxi 
arrives and I'm making it just in time to get the bus but then the taxi driver stops and he 
has to go for a toilet break. By the time he comes back, when he gets to the bus, we're 
late, the bus is gone. I am raging at the taxi driver and I start to scold him and said to him,
"If you wouldn't have stopped and go to the toilet, I would have been now in time and 
would have got the bus, but because of you, here late." And I get off. Now, I got a later 
bus but whenever I'm in the bus, I open my Bible to read again 1 Corinthians 13 and I'm 
reading the words "love is patient," and I think to myself, "Wow, I have been reading that
and I thought nothing of it." Here I was lashing out in anger at this taxi driver instead of 
showing love and patience and kindness, but instead I was showing a short fuse and 
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lashing out in anger. You see, the word I'd been reading but it was an apathetic reading. I 
had not taken it in. It had landed in a hard heart and had been snatched away.

So the next type of soil we read of that Jesus speaks of is in verse 6. He talks about the 
rock and how the soil lands on the rock and then starts to grow but then it withers away, it
has no moisture. Then Jesus explains the meaning of that parable in verse 13 of the rock 
and he says, "the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with
joy. But these have no root." You say that sounds pretty good, they start to hear the word,
brilliant, because in both cases they've heard the word, you listen to verse 12 but on the 
path they've heard the word but the devil's come and snatched it away, here in verse 13 
they've heard the word but they receive it with joy, even better, but then we discover it's a
shallow reception. They're just excited about the word, they're excited about the benefits, 
but they're not ready for the persecution. So whenever testing comes, whenever 
temptations assails, whenever a time of hardship arrives, then they fall away and that is 
scary. I mean, could that be you? Could you be hearing the word of God, could you be 
receiving it joyfully but actually when a time of testing comes, you throw up your arms 
and despair and you cry out in anger to God and you walk away from your faith, or are 
you holding on strong to the word of God? Are you really listening and really receiving 
or are you only receiving the bits you like and leaving alone the bits you don't like? Is it a
shallow reception or is it a deep reception of the word of God? How are you listening to 
his word?

Well, we go on then to the next soil and this soil is where it falls along, it's a thorny soil, 
thorny ground, so that the seed has fallen among the thorns. So in verse 7 Jesus talked 
about this and then he goes on to explain it in verse 14 and in verse 14 he says about how 
the seed falls among the thorns but there those who hear, so again they've heard the word 
of God, but they go on their way and they're choked by the cares and riches and pleasures
of life and their fruit does not mature. That's scary as well, isn't it, because this is one of 
priorities. Whenever you prioritize the cares of the world over the word of God, you've 
heard the word of God but you do not care about it enough to have it as the central 
priority in your life, whenever other cares come along and other desires and other 
temptations that look glorious, that look beautiful, we succumb to those desires instead of
holding on to the word of God. So is that the kind of hearing that you're doing where you 
got choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life because of a lack of priority to 
God's words, to the words of Jesus Christ, to his word, the Bible, to understanding what 
the word is all about? Do we really treasure the word of God or do we not treasure it 
enough? Do we put other things before it?

Then we go on to the good soil which is amazing. We read in verse 8 of the good soil that
grew and yielded a hundredfold, which is crazy; in those days for seed to be able to yield 
a hundredfold was unspoken, it was just amazing. Then in verse 15 Jesus talked about it 
in more detail and he says for that in the good soil, there are those who hear the word, so 
in every case, I hope you notice, everyone's been hearing the word, they've all heard but 
it's how they hear. You see in verse 15 the good soil is the heart that receives the word of 
God joyfully but also bears fruit. You see it in verse 15, they've heard the word, they hold
it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience. So there you can see 
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they're bearing fruit. It's not just an overnight joy and then it's gone the next day, but this 
is a holding fast in an honest and good heart. 

You see, how is your heart whenever you hear God's word? Is it hard and callused like 
the path? Or is it rootless and shallow where testing is more important and whenever 
things go wrong, you just throw it back at God? Or is it one where you prioritize other 
cares of the world above God? Or is your heart ready for God's, for receiving God's 
word? You see, I should mention at this point, of course, that salvation is not in works, 
just in case we start to make this mistake. Salvation is not of works, we see that in chapter
7 in the story of the Centurion and the widow, which I'll not go into, but you'll notice 
there that salvation is not of works, but once it is received through God's grace and it's 
been heard through God's power, it leads to works of faith. So whenever we hear and 
receive God's word and we have been forgiven and salvation is evident, God has forgiven
us and made us right, God has convicted us and made us new creatures in Christ, then out
of that salvation we should live for him. It should naturally lead to works. It should be a 
natural overflow of our gratitude and our thankfulness to God, and that's what we're 
looking at in verse 15, this heart that has received the word of God and that has held onto 
the word of God and that loves God and wants to trust in him more.

We read in Psalm 139:23, the psalmist David writes, "Search me, O God, and know my 
heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting!" Are you coming before God and saying, "God, search 
me. Look upon my heart. Know me. I want to serve you." You see, whenever Jesus issues
blessings, at one stage in the Bible we read that he says, "Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God." Do you desire your heart to be pure before God? Are you ridding 
yourself of all other muck and putting yourself before God? What are you filling your 
heart with? What are you filling your life with? Are you filling your life with rubbish as 
you watch channel after channel of gunk and you're looking at all sorts of sensuous 
images or you're reading and just keeping yourself in with all sorts of cares of the world, 
or are you filling your life with the word of God? Are you treasuring the word of God? Is 
your heart yearning for God? Do you have an honest and good heart that holds fast to the 
word of God? 

This you need to ask yourself: am I bearing fruit? Am I living out my faith for Christ? Is 
my faith albeit slow perhaps because we've read there in verse 15 that you bear fruit with 
patience, it's not an overnight thing like going to the gym, you need to go a lot before you
notice any improvement. We should be becoming more like Christ as you're becoming 
more like God each and every day, but it's not instant. In fact, we will never be perfect in 
this life but we will never ever be anywhere near perfect in this life. We are sinners and 
always will be until the day that we die and we're brought up into new life with God, and 
then we will be perfect before him, but in this life, we will not be but we will be made 
more and more like him as we search his word, as we become more engrossed in him, 
and as our desires are more molded into his desires, and it's only God who can do that. It 
is only God who can give you an honest and pure heart. It is only God who can give you 
that heart that receives his word and holds it fast. We need to come before him and ask 
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for a heart that is honest and good, a heart that holds onto his word and then evidences 
itself in serving him and living for him. 

So we're not hardened or softened by his word and that's what Jesus goes on to explain in 
more detail now from verse 16 to verse 17, how the word of God softens a heart to some 
but hardens the hearts of others, and that it's heard well, you will shine, you will evidence
yourself in how you live for God. There is verse 16, Jesus says, "No one after lighting a 
lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand," and then he goes to
explain. You see, the school I work in as a teacher is Killlard House School and that's in 
Donaghadee and Donaghadee is by the sea, and so one of the things that Donaghadee is 
known for is its lighthouse. Donaghadee's lighthouse is iconic and it's actually as the 
school badge. So it is really kind of the centerpiece of Donaghadee. Whenever people 
draw pictures of Donaghadee, they'll always put a lighthouse in it and, you see, that 
shouldn't be a surprise because the lighthouse sheds forth light, it is easy to see, it's 
prominent and it is easy to see for miles and miles around. 

You see, whenever Jesus is speaking here about this lamp, he's saying you shouldn't 
cover it in a jar on a bed but you'd put it up somewhere that all can see. You see, if the 
word of God really has been heard well in your life, you will by the natural overflow of 
love for God, shine for him, and you will not be hiding that light, it'll be a natural wanting
to share God's word and scatter that seed for many others then to hear the word of God 
and for many others in God's will to come to faith in him. But it's by your shining God 
choices to use you to be witnesses for him which is amazing. He doesn't need us but he 
chooses to use us.

But this shining or bearing fruit as it's been referred to as well, is the evidence of our love
for God. Remember the doing of God's word is evidence of hearts being received, and so 
we read there in verse 17 Jesus says, "For nothing is hidden that will not be made 
manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light. Take care then 
how you hear." That's a big crux of the passage, take care how you hear. That should be 
ringing in your ears to care how you hear, how it is that you're hearing, of which soil are 
you, with which way you are receiving God's word, "for the one who has," you have ears 
to hear, "more will be given." Like I mentioned, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God," you will see God more. You will be revealed, God will be revealed to you
more. You will become more and more in a deeper knowledge of him in this life and you 
will have greater love for him and God will use you for his glory in more ways if we 
listen, if we have ears to hear, spiritual ears to hear. Not just listening but not really 
listening, but listening and really hearing, receiving and responding in the way that we 
live.

So let's not when we hear the word of God respond in apathy or rootless, shallow hearts, 
or let's not prioritize other things before the word of God, but let's hear his word and 
receive it with joy, yes, but also with an honest and good heart, and let that bear fruit with
patience. 
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So finally, the final passage we read here from verse 19 to 21 is talking of Jesus' mother 
and brothers. You see, his mothers and brothers come to him, they couldn't reach him 
because of the crowd, and he's told, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside 
desiring to see you." Jesus answers, "My mother and my brothers are those who hear the 
word of God and do it." I mean, what an amazing response but you see how it ties in with
the rest of the passage? You see, if you claim to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, if 
you claim today a mother and brother, if you claim to be in the family of Jesus Christ, 
then that should evidence itself in the way that you live and your fruit in your life by what
you do. 

So I don't want you walking away thinking, "Am I doing enough? What am I doing?" and
that not to be the main point of the passage. It's not. The main point of the passage is to 
take care how you hear, how are you hearing the word of God. Let's come before God 
and, you remember, you ask him, you speak to him, you pour out your heart to him and 
say, "Lord, give me an honest and good heart. Help me. Give me a soft heart. Help me to 
really receive your word and help me to live out your word and help me to bear fruit in 
my life." Let us come before God and be like that woman that I mentioned in chapter 7 
who she poured herself out to God in worship to him. She had an honest and good heart. 
She was worshiping God with her feet, sorry, with her hair, wiping Jesus' feet. She was 
there listening to Jesus. She was just wanting to be there before him. And, you see, we 
can go out and do his work but we need to first listen, we need to first hear his word and 
receive it and then with that and with God's power and with his strength, we go out and 
serve through him. It is only by God, it's only by him that we have salvation and it's only 
through him that we can serve him, it's only through him we can have a good and honest 
heart. So let's come before him, ask for an honest and good heart, and listen. Open your 
ears to his word and receive it and hold onto it, hold fast to that word, and let it bear fruit 
in your life, that you shine light through that word and become an ambassador for Jesus 
Christ.

So that's the passage. I just think it's a wonderful passage that shows that salvation is not 
of works. Once it has been received, once you have heard the word of God and received 
it and accepted Jesus Christ as the Son of God who is perfect, has done nothing wrong, 
has come into this life and has lived a perfect and honest and righteous life, and been 
crucified and nailed and punished for the things that you and I have done wrong, and he 
has been taking on the punishment on our behalf and he's risen again and he's alive again 
and we trust in him, if we ask him for forgiveness, if we hold on to him, and then each 
day as Christians that we hold on to his word and trust in his word, well, you see, then 
God will use you for his glory and you can be an ambassador, a servant of Jesus, a 
servant of God used for God's glory, the very one he made you. This is your purpose in 
life, to pass on the word of God in an honest and good heart, serving him, putting him 
first. So let's hear as we come before him.

Let's pray.

Our God, let us thank you, Lord, for your word. Forgive us, Lord, for the many times that
we have heard your word and it has landed in a hard heart, a bitter heart, a callous 
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heart, a heart that is not receiving your word. Lord, I just pray, Lord, you'll soften our 
hearts. Help us to receive your word in an honest and good heart. Help us, Lord, to 
accept you for who you say you are, for each [unintelligible]. As we read in your word, 
Lord, I just pray that it will not just be something that bounces in one ear and out the 
other but that it will have an effect in our lives, that you will work through us and use us 
for your glory. In your name. Amen.
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