
I Will Go in the Midst of Egypt
Exodus 11:1-10, “And the Lord said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on 
Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will surely drive you out 
of here altogether. Speak now in the hearing of the people, and let every man ask from his 
neighbor and every woman from her neighbor, articles of silver and articles of gold.” And the 
Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very 
great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people. Then
Moses said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘About midnight I will go out into the midst of Egypt; and all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even
to the firstborn of the female servant who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the 
animals. Then there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as was not like it 
before, nor shall be like it again. But against none of the children of Israel shall a dog move its 
tongue, against man or beast, that you may know that the Lord does make a difference between
the Egyptians and Israel.’ And all these your servants shall come down to me and bow down to 
me, saying, ‘Get out, and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will go out.” Then he went 
out from Pharaoh in great anger. But the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not heed you, so 
that My wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.” So Moses and Aaron did all these 
wonders before Pharaoh; and the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the 
children of Israel go out of his land.”

Let’s pray. Oh Lord God, we do thank You and praise You that You have us in this passage 
today. Thank You for giving us Your word. Thank You God for revealing to us the seriousness of
sin, Lord that the consequence is hardness of heart and how You work in the world is to 
demonstrate Your great power, You great majesty. Lord, we do pray You would help us to hear 
from You today. We pray that You would help Mr. Horn as he preaches. We do pray that You 
would put Your Spirit upon him and that You would work in our midst by Your Holy Spirit, that 
You would cause sinners to turn to You and that You would cause those who believe to be 
strengthened in their faith and to be ready to serve You and sing Your praise to You. Lord, we 
do thank You for all these things. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

After going through these nine plagues, God now prophecies about the tenth plague. Think of all
the suffering that they have been through. Think of all the pain they have been through, all these
biting insects that were consuming them, the burning ashes from the fire resting upon them so 
that there is a great cry through all the land of Egypt. A cry that’s different from anything that 
went before and anything that went afterwards. Think about this, the plagues had destroyed 
everything, but this is where they have the great wailing, this is where they have the great cry, 
it’s with the losing of the firstborn throughout Egypt. As we think of that, think of the hardness of 
heart, think how hard Pharaoh’s heart needs to be that even though he knew that the firstborns 
were going to die, this wasn’t like ‘maybe they will die, maybe Moses will be wrong.’ He knew 
what God was going to do, he knew he was going to send them out, but he still chose for the 



firstborn throughout the nation, even his firstborn son to die rather than letting the people go. 
Even though he knew he was going to let them go in the end. When we think of the hardness of 
Pharaoh’s heart, what I don’t want us to be deceived by is that thought that this isn’t unusual. 
This is what sin looks like, this is what hardness of heart looks like. Sin is a slavemaster and sin 
drives you to greater and greater slavery. Every step that you take, it makes your heart harder 
so that you will go to the next step. Every step along the way, Pharaoh refused to repent so God
could give him a stronger judgement that he would still refuse to repent of. This is the nature of 
sin, this is what slavery to sin looks like. Even after he, nor any of his servants, stood up for 
three days, still he couldn’t turn from his sin. Don’t think this is something so unusual. Go to the 
Durham Rescue Mission where you have people that were sleeping in the gutter for years. Do 
you think when they took the first drink they said they wanted to end up in the gutter? This is 
what sin normally does, this is the normal pattern of sin. That drunkard takes that first drink and 
goes, ‘yeah, there’s problems, but I will just take another one’, then he gets used to his sin so he
goes further and further. He loses his wife and says he’s still not going to stop his slavery to sin 
so he drinks more until he’s lost his home, lost his job, until he is sleeping in filth. This is no 
different than Pharaoh, this is what slavery to sin is like. If God hasn’t broken the power of sin in 
your life, this is what you can easily go to. Don’t think this is unusual, this is normal. Pharaoh 
was willing to accept the death of the firstborn throughout all the land rather than doing what he 
knew he was going to end up doing anyway. This is sin, God is giving us this picture so that we 
see what sin is. The sodomites that are willing to sacrifice anything for attention just go further 
and further and further and that’s why he ends up where he is. No one starts out there. We live 
in a nation where over the last few years, the average life expectancy is two years less than 
what they expected because people are dying of drug overdoses by opiods that they stuck into 
their veins. Do you think when they took those drugs because their knees hurt that they thought 
they would go to the point where they kill themselves with drugs? What Pharaoh did is not 
unusual, what Pharaoh does is what sin does, we just put this nice mask on it so we don’t see it 
and God in this passage is tearing off the mask so we can see what sin is like. Pharaoh is not 
unusual. He’s unusual in the power that he has, but he’s not unusual in his behavior. This is 
what sin does, this is what it means to be a slave to sin. If you’re not dealing with your sin, this is
where sin can take you, it can make you so blind to righteousness that you’d appeal to your own
perverted sense of justice. 2 Kings 6:26-29, “Then, as the king of Israel was passing by on the 
wall, a woman cried out to him, saying, “Help, my lord, O king!” And he said, “If the Lord does 
not help you, where can I find help for you? From the threshing floor or from the winepress?” 
Then the king said to her, “What is troubling you?” And she answered, “This woman said to me, 
‘Give your son, that we may eat him today, and we will eat my son tomorrow.’ So we boiled my 
son, and ate him. And I said to her on the next day, ‘Give your son, that we may eat him’; but 
she has hidden her son.”” He said if the Lord does not help you, where can I find help for you? 
From the threshing floor or the wine presses? There’s no food, I can’t feed you. That’s not the 
problem. She’s appealing to a judge because the woman wouldn’t allow her to murder her child.
We look at Pharaoh and think how hard Pharaoh’s heart was, but I’m sorry, it’s nothing like 
Israel’s heart. They wailed when their firstborn was killed, they didn’t go eat them. Don’t think 
Pharaoh is this example of something that’s just so far beyond anything else, it’s not. This is 
what sin is like. The Egyptians cry out in mourning for their firstborns being killed, but Judah 
burned their children as sacrifices to God. Jeremiah 7:30-31, “For the children of Judah have 



done evil in My sight,” says the Lord. “They have set their abominations in the house which is 
called by My name, to pollute it. And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the 
Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, which I did not 
command, nor did it come into My heart.” Understand how far sin will go. You see the testimony 
in Scripture, you see the testimony around you, and don’t deceive yourself, that’s what will 
happen in your life unless the power of sin has been broken by Jesus Christ. That is what will 
happen in your life. Maybe you won’t die of a drug overdose, maybe you won’t be a drunk in the 
gutter, but understand slavery to sin puts you there. It’s the mercy of God that stops it, it’s 
nothing but the mercy of God that stops it. Don’t deceive yourself how strong the slave master's 
sin is, how easily it can drive you to do things that you would never consider doing. As we go 
through this passage and as we think of Pharaoh and his willingness to sacrifice so much just 
for his pride, just so he doesn’t have to say the people, the Israelites can go, don’t think he is 
unusual. This is what sin is like, see him as a warning not as this aberration. Pharaoh is given to
us as a warning, this is what we can be like, this is what man is like all the time. We’re shocked 
when we see these politicians that have so much power, they have so much of everything and 
then they do something with an intern. That’s the power of sin, they will destroy everything. Joe 
Biden, the big scandal right now, why did he do that? That’s the power of sin, that’s what it’s like
to have sin as your slave master, it’s all over the place. Don’t deceive yourself, if you do not 
know Christ that is the power that is in your life. 

Verses 1-3, “And the Lord said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on 
Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will surely drive you out 
of here altogether. Speak now in the hearing of the people, and let every man ask from his 
neighbor and every woman from her neighbor, articles of silver and articles of gold.” And the 
Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very 
great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people.” So it
starts with, “And the Lord said to Moses.” As I said last week, since Pharaoh said Moses should 
take heed to himself that Pharaoh never sees his face again or he would surely kill him, Moses’ 
response was that he would never see his face again. This has to be happening in the presence
of Pharaoh because in verse 4, he is going to be speaking to Pharaoh again. Think about this, 
Pharaoh is making it all about him and it’s really easy for us to make it all about him, but Moses 
standing before Pharaoh with Aaron, God starts to talk to him about the people and what he’s 
supposed to do for the people, what he’s supposed to tell them to do. Pharaoh thinks it’s all 
about him, but it’s not. It’s about people going to worship God, that’s what it’s all about. Pharaoh
is just a warning, just this person that’s a picture of what slavery to sin is like and what Satan is 
like. God is doing greater things than that so even with Moses standing in the presence of 
Pharaoh, God says, ‘By the way, make sure you tell the people to do this and do that, they will 
collect the gold and silver, they should have nothing to do with Pharoah because it’s not about 
Pharaoh.’ Then He says, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt.” He told them 
what He had told Moses what the last plague would be, so now He tells him the plague is going 
to be the death of the firstborn. Then he says, “Afterward he will let you go from here.” At this 
point Moses probably doesn’t understand that he is going to let them go and then immediately 
turn around and start chasing them. He doesn’t know that Pharaoh is going to change his mind, 



he doesn’t know what God is going to do with Pharaoh. As we see that with Pharaoh we should 
realize how easy this is, how easy it is to be repentant for a little bit. How easy it is to mourn 
after your sin for a day then go right back to your hardness of heart, go right back to the same 
place that you were before. We know what happens to Pharaoh, we know what the picture of 
sin is like, that even though God forces him to repent, it doesn’t mean the repentance stays 
because Pharaoh’s heart is still hard. As soon as the trauma is passed, as soon as the 
exposure of sin is done, as soon as you feel the weight of sin and confess it, how quick it is to 
go right back to the same thing. Let’s not deceive ourselves about how powerful the slave 
master of sin is. Then God tells Moses, “When he lets you go, he will surely drive you out of 
here altogether.” We know from chapter 12:33, there won’t just be Pharaoh that drives them out,
that verse says, “And the Egyptians urged the people, that they might send them out of the land 
in haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.”” All the Egyptians rose up and said to leave, He 
has killed the firstborn but He is going to kill everyone else next. Get out of here before God 
judges us further. Even after they were urged to go, Pharaoh drives them out because he sends
an army after them. Think about this, you have 600,000 men plus you have women and children
so the rough number I used is 3 million. It could be 2 million, it could be 4 million, I will talk later 
that it could be a lot more than that, but they’re driving this huge group of people. Imagine that, 
imagine in one night Raleigh, Durham, Cary, Chapel Hill, Wake Forest, we’re still only halfway 
there to this number of people that in one night all get up and they all move and they all head in 
the same direction. Somebody on Tuesday morning was saying when the hurricane alarms go 
off and they tell everyone to move, there are far far fewer people and they just have to go out 
and turn the key in their car, they don’t have to yoke up the animals. Yet, it takes days to get 
people off and this is in one night. All these people move. God planned for Pharaoh to drive 
them out, he drives them out by sending an army after them. There’s nothing to get them to 
move like an army that’s going to kill you. What was a three days’ journey when he came to 
Egypt, with three million people could have been a lot more than a three day journey to go out to
the wilderness to worship God could have taken a lot longer. If you have an army chasing you, 
all of a sudden you pick up speed. God was going to cause Pharaoh to drive them out so now 
he says, “Speak now in the hearing of the people.” When we read that in English we say he is in
Pharaoh’s presence, how can he speak to the people? If you look at that word translated ‘now’, 
something like 70% of the time it’s translated ‘pray’ or ‘beseech’. ‘Now’ is not the normal 
translation, the idea here is that there is more urgency. He’s telling Moses to be urgent about 
this, go and press people to understand this, make sure they get it, tell these things to the 
people so they go and do them. It doesn’t mean to do it this minute, but to do it with fervency 
and urgency. We will see in the next chapter that he does this with the elders of Israel, he tells 
them and they go and tell everyone else so it spreads to the Israelites that way. Moses, in one 
day, couldn’t tell 600,000 people to pack up and to go ask their neighbors and do all this. 
Instead he uses the system of government that’s there, he uses the leadership that’s there. 
Probably as he’s telling them to do all these other things about the blood on the doorposts and 
all that, he’s telling them also to make sure they go to your neighbors, make sure that you go 
and ask the people that you know that are Egyptians for their gold and silver. God is urging 
Moses to make sure they understand this important aspect. Think about it, when they hear that 
they’re going to be allowed to go, when they hear that the firstborn son’s throughout Egypt are 
going to die, it’s not going to be to collect money. Their first thought is going to be to prepare to 



get out of here, no one will be happy with them so they should leave. Moses is saying, make 
sure that you realize how important it is to go collect the gold and silver. I think as we think 
about this, we find out later why this is so important, their purpose to go into the wilderness was 
to serve God and part of their service to God was to make the tabernacle. They needed skins 
for the tabernacle, they needed expensive wood for the tabernacle, they needed silver and gold 
for the vessels in the tabernacle. The altar was of brass so they needed brass. When they went 
to their neighbors, they received a lot more than that and God is saying, ‘Don’t forget in the 
urgency of the moment when you are thinking about you, to be thinking about what you are 
supposed to be doing, which is to serve Me.’ He’s saying to make sure they get the silver, make
sure they get the gold. It’s really easy in the urgency of our lives and all the things that we think 
we are so busy doing, to forget that we’re actually, our purpose is to serve God. Our purpose is 
not to raise our children, our purpose is not to be a faithful wife, it’s not to be a loving husband. 
These are the things we do to serve God. Our purpose is to serve God so don’t get caught up in
the things of this world and forget what you are really here to do. What you are really here to do 
is to serve God. I thought about reading some of the minor prophets where they have to go 
marry a prostitute who is going to cheat on them and they do this because their purpose is to 
serve God. We just need to recognize it’s so easy for us to look at the things that are immediate 
around us and forget what our purpose is here. It’s easy to read the ‘Let My people go’ and 
forget ‘so they can serve Me in the wilderness’. Let’s not forget in our lives when we get busy 
with other things, what our real purpose here is. Moses, in the midst of this, in the midst of 
saying that tomorrow you are going to leave your home, you have to kill this lamb and do all this
stuff, but don’t forget your purpose is to serve God, go to your neighbor and get their gold and 
silver. They don’t even know necessarily that it’s to serve Him, but that’s God’s plan and God is 
directing them to urgently do this. “Let every man ask from his neighbor.” The KJV uses the 
term ‘borrow’, but the term here is ‘ask’. The idea with borrowing is that they will repay, here 
they are giving it to them knowing that they will never receive it back, knowing that this is it, they
will never see these people again. They’re not thinking they will borrow it and return it, this is the
men going to their neighbor. That word ‘neighbor’ there is their associates, the people they work
with and know, the Egyptians that they come in contact with on a regular basis. Those are the 
people that they are supposed to go and ask for their gold and silver. And it’s ‘give it to me’. It’s 
not stealing, it’s telling them to give it and they gave it to them. “And every woman from her 
neighbor.” That word ‘neighbor’ is basically the same word, just the feminine of it so the women 
are supposed to go ask their women associates. They’re not supposed to ask the men, they’re 
supposed to go ask the women that they know, the women that they run into, the women that 
they’re associated with, they are to ask them for their silver and gold. They’re supposed to ask 
for “articles of silver and articles of gold.” Again, think about where they are, think about the 
sovereignty and power of God. Here’s the Egyptians, all their cattle died, then all their crops are 
gone. If you’re a nation that has no food except some that you had leftover from the year before,
but you have no food from this year, nothing green at all, probably no seed to plant next year, 
and now they are coming and saying, ‘Give us your silver and gold’, the normal thought would 
be, ‘How am I going to go to another nation and buy anything to eat?’ They don’t say that, God 
in His sovereignty, lays it on their hearts so they just give it and say, ‘Take our gold and silver.’ 
This is how filled with fear they were. They aren’t thinking about what’s going to happen next, 
how will they provide for their family a month from now, they’re just giving it to them. Again, they



gave them what they needed. When you think of all that they needed for the tabernacle, they 
brought all of that with them, the acacia wood, the brass, the expensive ingredients for incense. 
I don’t think we should just think of that as the Israelites happened to have that laying around, 
these slaves just had frankincense with them so they could make incense for the temple. No, 
my view is that they went to the Egyptians and said to give them their gold and silver and some 
said, ‘I don’t have that, but take this expensive spice instead, take this expensive wood instead, 
take these badger skins instead’, take all these things that will be needed for the tabernacle 
because God was providing what they needed because He knew what they needed even if they
didn’t. Remember when they get to the wilderness and Moses says to bring things together for 
the tabernacle and they start to bring things, he says to stop because they have too much. 
When they went, God more than provided more for them. When they asked for gold and silver, 
there was plenty to make the vessels of gold, there was plenty of silver to coat the parts where 
they were coated to put together the tabernacle. There was plenty of wood and all these things 
there were plenty because God gave more than enough. He gives us more than enough of what
we need to serve Him. He isn’t a slave master that’s just going, like this picture of Scrooge, I will
give you one more lump of coal. No, God gives us more than enough of what we need. When 
we are faithful with what He gives us, He gives us more than we need. “And the Lord gave the 
people favor in the sight of the Egyptians.” When the people went and asked, the Egyptians 
willingly gave. You would think that as the Israelites were avoiding this destruction that was 
coming upon the Egyptians, that the Egyptians would respond by envying and being angry with 
the Israelites. We see this so often, God blesses someone and other people get angry with 
them, they want to kill the messenger just like Pharaoh wanted to kill Moses. That’s not what 
God does in the hearts of the Egyptians, instead He gives them favor towards the Israelites. 
Obviously there’s leaders like Pharaoh that didn’t feel that way, but the common people didn’t 
hold the judgements of God against the Israelites. “Moreover the man Moses was very great in 
the land of Egypt.” People didn’t just have favor towards the Isrealites, they also had great 
respect and honor towards Moses. Rather than just seeing him as the person who raises his rod
and all these terrible things happen to them, they have great respect and great honor. They see 
him as a more important man than Pharaoh. He was known throughout the land of Egypt. 
Everybody knew he was the one doing this and instead of saying how evil he was, they are 
saying how great Moses is. This isn’t just outside of Pharaoh’s house, this is among his slaves, 
they are saying how great a man Moses is. The people are saying that Moses is truly a great 
man.   

Verses 4-7, “Then Moses said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘About midnight I will go out into the midst 
of Egypt; and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who 
sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the female servant who is behind the handmill, and all 
the firstborn of the animals. Then there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, 
such as was not like it before, nor shall be like it again. But against none of the children of Israel
shall a dog move its tongue, against man or beast, that you may know that the Lord does make 
a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.’” Moses speaks, before God was speaking to 
Moses, he is still in the presence of Pharaoh and God is telling Moses what he should do when 
he leaves, but He also spoke to him about what he should say to Pharaoh because Moses says,



“Thus says the Lord.” Again, when you read this phrase throughout Scripture, it’s almost always 
a judgement that’s about to come and this is a declaration of a judgement here. This passage is 
definitely not different. “‘About midnight I will go out into the midst of Egypt.” There’s two words 
there that get translated to ‘midnight’. One is just night and the other is the middle of the night. 
What’s being stressed here is that this is just when it’s the darkest time of the night, not twilight, 
that’s when God would go through the midst of Egypt. In other places where we see widespread
death God sent an angel to kill and He might do it here, but at the same time He is saying He is 
going through the midst of Egypt. Exodus 12:29, “And it came to pass at midnight that the Lord 
struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to
the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock.” When we 
think of Him saying this, when we think of God saying ‘about midnight I will go out into the midst 
of Egypt’, we should be putting Christ there because it’s so easy for us to say God is love. Not 
that He is a just judge, Jesus Christ at the end will be sitting on the white throne, He will be 
sitting on the judgement seat and He will be casting people into hell. Jesus Christ kills, Jesus 
Christ judges sin. These plagues that came that destroyed Egypt, there’s no reason to think 
because no one has seen God the Father at any time, and Moses saw Christ in the burning 
bush, Moses saw Christ on the mountain. This is Christ, don’t make Christ out to be something 
He is not. He will show mercy to whom He will show mercy, that is His glory and He will judge 
those who He chooses to judge and that is part of His glory too. When we think of Jesus Christ 
taking on flesh and dwelling among us, remember that’s His mercy that He’s testifying through 
when He establishes the new covenant. Remember, He is the God who judges. Just because 
we see a testimony of His mercy doesn’t mean that He’s not the righteous judge, He is the 
righteous judge. “And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die.” This raises a really hard 
question for me, which is, exactly who is the firstborn? The word literally means ‘to open the 
womb’, but it can also mean the one who is the primary heir, which is the one who gets the 
double portion. If you look at someone like Jacob, in the sense of the first of his children, that 
was Reuben, so is Reuben the firstborn? He was the firstborn in the sense of the one who 
opened the womb, the beginning of Jacob’s strength, but in the sense of who had the birthright, 
Judah has the birthright so was Judah the firstborn? When Jacob, at the end of his life goes, I’m
passing over Reuben, I’m passing over Levi, I’m passing over Simeon, and Judah is where the 
scepter will not depart from between his feet, so is he the firstborn? In another sense, Joseph is 
the firstborn because he gets the double portion, both Manassah and Ephraim both get a 
portion, so is he the firstborn? In another sense, Naphtali and Gad were firstborns because they
were the first to open their mothers wombs. One thing here, it’s saying ‘firstborn’, but we know 
it’s very clear from Exodus 13:15, “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh was stubborn about 
letting us go, that the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man 
and the firstborn of beast. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all males that open the womb, but all 
the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’” It’s pretty clear there were only males that were killed, there 
were no females that were killed here, which kind of leads them towards the interpretation that 
it’s based on heir. For me, it’s very unclear, but then you start to look at we also have a measure
of the firstborns because we know there were 600,000 men that left Egypt, but when God has 
Moses go through and count the firstborn sons, when he’s going to take Levi as his priest, it 
says in Numbers 3:43, “And all the firstborn males, according to the number of names from a 
month old and above, of those who were numbered of them, were twenty-two thousand two 



hundred and seventy-three.” 22,273, think about that, that’s only about 3.7% of the number of 
people that God says are firstborns. Now, if you double that, because it could have been the 
woman that opened the womb, that would still only be 7.4% which could give you an average 
family size of 26. That’s a lot of children. Again, I’m not sure how you calculate this out. Maybe 
once the father dies you’re not considered a firstborn anymore since you have received the 
inheritance so maybe that’s how you get the reduction in number, but it’s hard to figure out who 
the firstborn are, but it’s 22,273, not very many to be considered first born out of 600,000. Now, 
we also know Israel exploded in an incredibly rapid increase in their time of Egypt. Maybe they 
did have an average family size of 26, but anyway, we’ll be back on this. I haven’t thought about
it enough to give any answers, but I think they are real things we have to think about to consider
what it means to be a firstborn. We do know that “from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his 
throne.” So now God is drawing a contrast just to show the extent of the effect. The firstborn of 
the most powerful in the kingdom is going to die, this is the one expected to be the next 
Pharaoh. The heir to Egypt, which means he would be the one that would own this nation that’s 
filled with slaves. But then there’s also the point that Pharaoh is male, so it’s his firstborn son. 
Then you also have “even to the firstborn of the female servant who is behind the handmill.” It 
seems to be saying that your firstborn of a wife, so this would be that Jacob had four firstborn 
sons, one for each of his wives. It’s also, when you think of the firstborn of the female servant 
behind the handmill, it’s about the opening of the womb. It could be an illegitimate child, this 
doesn’t mean just children, this is from the most powerful in the kingdom to the least. This is the 
one who just grinds grain all day by hand, no one is going to escape the judgement. 
Understand, this is a picture, you’re either the firstborn of creation and you believe and trust in 
Jesus Christ, or you’re a firstborn of death. This is the picture and the judgement of God, you 
can’t just say you’re not going to be cast into hell because you had nothing, or you were the 
weakest. No, you still will be held accountable for your sin. Donald Trump will be held 
accountable for his sin and the weakest person who has been abused his whole life will be held 
accountable for their sin. This is the picture that crosses all. “And all the firstborn of the 
animals.” This includes those that open the wombs on the animals, and I would say this is just 
the males as well. “Then there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt.” There will 
be a great shriek. Everywhere in Egypt was as it says in Exodus 12:30, “So Pharaoh rose in the 
night, he, all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there 
was not a house where there was not one dead.” Now, if it was that family sizes were much 
larger because of God moving among the Israelites, it could be that the Egyptians had a lot 
more firstborns, but when we think of households, because of our wealth, we tend to think of 
much less people in the household. There would have been a lot more slaves and servants like 
when the master of the house sends out his cattle with his servants, all of them talked about 
having slaves so when we think of that in a household, this isn’t just a family, but all their 
servants and slaves. Out of every house there was one that died, every house was affected as 
“such as was not like it before, nor shall be like it again.” When we think about it, there are a lot 
of things that cause great warning, but this is special because every house has its own 
mourning, every house had somebody die there so it was spread out. It wasn’t like even that 
you had whole households wiped out. There are floods and tsunamis that wipe out whole 
households. This is God causing mourning to be throughout the land more than anything He did
before or anything He did afterwards because He is just picking one of out each household. So 



the mourning happens in each one of these households, so there’s more mourning because it’s 
not like a city being wiped out by a siege. So every household is crying over its own sadness. 
“But against none of the children of Israel shall a dog move its tongue.” Clearly the contrast here
is between the Egyptians all crying and wailing and the Israelite households are quiet. All these 
households, you go house by house and in one house there are great cries and screams of 
anguish and you go to the next house and it’s perfectly quiet and the dog won’t even bark. In the
middle of the night with all that noise, you have a dog and they hear a noise in the night and 
start barking, but God is saying He is going to make it so the dogs won’t bark even as they are 
gathering and preparing to leave in the morning, no dog is barking so the people of Egypt and 
the children of Israel would understand God is sovereign over all these things. The dogs won’t 
react against man, they won’t react against the beast, and the Israelite households will have 
peace and in the Egyptian households there will be great anguish. “That you may know that the 
Lord does make a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.’” This is a picture that we 
should make sure we understand. The wages of sin are not just death, there is great wailing and
sorrow and mourning before you get to death and the peace that passes all understanding is in 
the house of the true Israelites, those who truly put their faith in Jesus Christ can have peace in 
the midst of the turmoil. This is supposed to be the difference, this is one of the ways God 
makes a difference. This is why you’re supposed to be prepared to give a reason, to give an 
apology, to give an explanation why you are at peace in the midst of turmoil because God still 
creates this difference today because those who have their firstborn sons, those who are 
Egyptians, those who have the turmoil of sin, they have no hope. After everything that 
happened to Egypt, they have no food, they have no future. Their sons are dying and they have 
no hope so all they can do is wail, but in the new covenant those who have Jesus Christ always 
have hope. This is the same difference, it’s different now because we have the Spirit in us so in 
the midst of our worse circumstances we can say God is using this to perfect my faith as it says 
in James 1. God does this so that the Lord makes a difference between Egypt and the 
Israelites. It’s singular here, Israel versus the Egyptians, they are a body, they are one. Israel is 
the Prince of Peace, which is also a name for Christ and He is giving this picture where not even
a dog barks there so we can understand the peace that can be in Christ. You don’t have to have
the turmoil of sin, you can have the peace of Christ. Walk by faith and not by sight so that you 
have the peace of Christ. Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.” When in the midst of trial we turn to God, God promises we can have peace. We don’t 
need to be like the Egyptians, we don’t need to be people who have no hope, we don’t need to 
be people who panic because there’s a virus in the world. We don’t need to be the people who 
panic because we lose our job because God says He will provide, seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness and He will provide your needs. We can have peace regardless of what 
happens in our lives if we’re “anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”



Verses 8-10, “And all these your servants shall come down to me and bow down to me, saying, 
‘Get out, and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will go out.” Then he went out from 
Pharaoh in great anger. But the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not heed you, so that My 
wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.” So Moses and Aaron did all these wonders 
before Pharaoh; and the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the children of Israel
go out of his land.” Now we find out how this works because we hear that Pharaoh is telling him 
to let them go, but in this passage it’s very clear. Pharaoh is going to send his servants, Moses 
will not see Pharaoh’s face again, and the servants will go down to Moses. This was just 
minutes, obviously we talked about it last week so it’s been a long time for us, but this is just 
minutes later and Moses is saying, ‘I’m not going to see your face again, you’re going to send 
your servants to tell us to leave.’ “And all these your servants shall come down to me and bow 
down to me.” Those servants will show Moses honor, they won’t be strutting in and saying they 
decided to let you go. They come in and will bow down before Moses and humble themselves 
before Moses with a message from Pharaoh. Moses was very great in the sight of Pharaoh’s 
servants and even though they are coming to give him permission, it’s the picture of the one 
coming with authority recognizing they don’t really have the authority. Pharaoh is being forced to
say what God wants him to say and they will come and they say that he has permission. “‘Get 
out, and all the people who follow you!’” They will instruct Moses that this is the time for them to 
leave, they will no longer have any restrictions, no longer is Pharaoh trying to negotiate. We 
know what the attitude of the people are like I read before, if they remain they are all going to 
die so Pharaoh’s servants are telling them to leave, please leave. Then Moses says, “After that I
will go out.” Moses was even still telling Pharaoh what he needed to do to end the plagues. 
Pharaoh’s been saying he will not let you go and now Moses is saying, ‘We’re not going to leave
until you send servants that bow down before me and ask me to leave.’ The authority has 
shifted from Pharaoh to Moses, he is telling Pharaoh exactly what he needs to do. He says he’s 
not leaving until he does this. “Then he went out from Pharaoh in great anger.” We should ask 
ourselves the question, why was Moses so angry? It’s easy for us to put it in the context of him 
being angry because of Pharaoh arguing with him. He was angry because of unrighteous 
reasons, but I think that the right reason here is that he’s angry because he cares more about 
the Egyptians than Pharaoh does. He’s angry that the Egyptians are going to have to die, that 
Pharaoh is so hard hearted that he would rather have his people killed than to do what he 
knows that he is going to do anyway. It is just for us to be angry at the effects of sin, it is just for 
us to say, ‘What are you doing? How can you do this?’ I remember times where I had great 
anger with people because of the destruction they were bringing upon themselves and upon 
others. I don’t think that’s unrighteous, I don’t think Moses’ anger was unrighteous here. It is 
reasonable for us to say, ‘How can you do this?’ It was reasonable for Jesus Christ to take the 
whip and drive the money changers out of the temple and say, ‘How can you do this? How can 
you make My Father’s house a den of thieves?” It is reasonable for us to be angry at sin and 
angry at the consequences of sin. “But the Lord said to Moses.” God had declared the 
destruction would come to Pharaoh. “Pharaoh will not heed you.” Even though Moses knew and
Pharaoh knew, God still says Pharaoh is not going to listen, he knows what’s going to happen 
but he’s not going to care. That ‘heed you’ means he heard the words but he’s not going to think
through and say this means there will be wailing in every house in Egypt. He’s saying that he 
heard it and he just ignores it. How often are we told important, significant things, and instead of



responding and saying, ‘This is important and significant’, we just kind of ignore it. This is what 
God says Pharaoh is going to do to Moses. Everything that Moses said up to this point had 
come to pass and still Pharaoh just won’t listen to Moses. Don’t be deceived about how much 
sin can blind, how much sin can harden, how much sin can cause you to do things that you 
would never consider doing. Never underestimate how powerful that slavemaster of sin is. 
Jesus Christ needed to die on the cross to destroy that power. Understand how strong that 
power is. God says Pharaoh won’t heed it “so that My wonders may be multiplied in the land of 
Egypt.” God still would not have Pharaoh heed Moses even after he sent the servants and told 
them to leave. Pharaoh would still cause the Israelites to move out faster, he would still try to kill
him, and he would act in ways that would cause God to work wonders. He would put a cloud so 
it was dark on the Egyptians side and light on the Israelites side so the Red Sea would part. He 
continued to do these wonders and the wonders would still be multiplied. “So Moses and Aaron 
did all these wonders before Pharaoh.” The statement is obviously not referring to what 
happened in that meeting, but all the things that would happen before and all the wonders that 
would happen in Egypt “and the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart.” Think about this, most of us 
have seen it if you have children. There will be that child that after they are spanked they say 
they are so sorry and do fake repentance and then there will be the child that says it didn’t hurt. 
That’s Pharoah, that didn’t hurt. God struck him harder and harder. Make sure you’re not like 
that. Adults aren’t much different, we receive the wages of our sin and we say it wasn’t too bad. 
‘I had a hangover and I got over it so I will go drink again tonight because it will be fun. Yeah, 
I’m too drunk to work my job, but they won’t fire me. If they fire me, oh well, I will beg for money,
it’s not that hard to beg for money so I can still keep drinking.’ This is what the hardness of heart
looks like, this is what sin does. When you receive the wages for sin, not the eternal wages, but 
the temporal wages, don’t look and say, ‘It’s not that bad.’ Make sure you realize it’s rebellion 
against God and this is the kindness of God that it’s causing me to have negative effects now so
I don’t suffer in hell for eternity. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart “and he did not let the 
children of Israel go out of his land.” Even though he knew the firstborn sons would be dead, he 
still refused to heed it because he’d rather have the firstborn sons be dead than do what God 
commanded. 

Applications:

1. We need to make sure we understand how the world works. The hatred of God is more 
important to people than the blessing that they receive for obedience. It’s really clear 
here, Pharaoh just had to say ‘Go’ and then he wouldn’t lose his firstborn son, but he 
said it’s more important to him to disobey God than it is to have the blessing of his son. 
That’s how powerful, that’s how overwhelming the desire to disobey God is. Don’t think 
that pleasure will cause you, that getting your heart's desire, that getting blessings cause
people to turn from the disobedience of God, it doesn’t. People desire to disobey God 
more than they desire to be blessed. Isaiah 1:4-7, “Alas, sinful nation, A people laden 
with iniquity, A brood of evildoers, Children who are corrupters! They have forsaken the 
Lord, They have provoked to anger The Holy One of Israel, They have turned away 
backward. Why should you be stricken again? You will revolt more and more. The whole
head is sick, And the whole heart faints. From the sole of the foot even to the head, 



There is no soundness in it, But wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; They have 
not been closed or bound up, Or soothed with ointment. Your country is desolate, Your 
cities are burned with fire; Strangers devour your land in your presence; And it is 
desolate, as overthrown by strangers.” This is what people are willing to undergo so they
don’t have to obey God. To be beaten from the sole of their foot to the top of their head 
so they receive all kinds of curses and they still won’t repent and believe. Understand 
how strong the desire is. In your unbelieving children, make sure you understand how 
strong the desire is to disobey God. It’s strong enough that they will turn from blessings 
and turn from things that are easy and they will turn from peace because the desire to 
disobey God is that powerful. When we think of a powerful master and sin being a 
powerful master, understand that God is a powerful master as well. That’s why He can 
say you are a new creature in Christ Jesus prepared for good works that He has 
prepared beforehand. God is a slave master that calls us out and brings us out so that 
we will serve Him. Those who have sin as their slave master serve sin, those that serve 
God as their slave master serve God. There’s no middle ground. That’s really important 
for us to remember because the world sees this picture that there’s all this gray and that 
you can’t know, but God says you are either a servant of sin or a servant of God and 
righteousness. This is the truth. It's not gray. Somebody is your master, you can’t have 
two, everyone only has one. They have one that they love, they can’t have two. Is God 
the slave master that you love or is sin the slave master that you love? You only have 
one master. 

2. What sin is hardening your heart? What sin is causing you step by step to go further 
than you ever thought you would go? Even if you don’t weed out sin, this happens even 
in believers’ lives, you’re either killing sin or sin is killing you. It’s either growing or you 
are putting it to death. What are you accepting that step by step you get closer to death?
What sin is hardening your heart? Only the mercy of God stops the destruction that 
comes upon us, but even then we still have a duty to be dealing with sin in our lives 
because God lets this happen in believers, where instead of dealing with our sin and 
putting it away or cutting off our arm like Christ says it’s better to end up in heaven 
without an arm than it is to be cast into hell, what sin aren’t you dealing with in your life? 
Sin is like leaven, it only grows or you put it to death. What sin are you allowing to grow 
in your life? Has the power of sin been broken in your life? We see so many churches 
out there that because they have no expectation that the power of sin will be broken in 
the lives of believers, we shouldn’t be surprised how many are panicked at the idea of a 
virus in the world. These things should not surprise us because they don’t see that 
there’s difference, they expect their members to be filled with the fear of death because 
that is the power of sin. If you don’t have an expectation that sin is broken it’s power, the 
church would have an expectation that the people might panic that they might die. That’s
reasonable, that’s happening in churches all over the country. God used what’s 
happening to separate those whose master is God versus those whose master is sin. 

3. Are there things that you know you should be doing, but you just don’t get around to 
them because there are other things you would rather do? There’s other things you think
should have priority. When they leave, they are driven out. God causes the 



circumstances to happen so they get organized and they move. There's moving and 
coming behind them and they move and get out. They move in an amazingly short 
amount of time. As I was reading this I look at my life and I say, how many times does 
that happen with me? I know there is something to do and I don’t do it until the pressure 
of the outside world tells me that now is the time to do it. That shouldn’t be how it is. I 
don’t know if you’re like me, but I’m saying this application in case you are. We shouldn’t
wait for the world to drive us to do what we are supposed to be doing. God telling us to 
do it should be enough. 

4. Recognize God provides the way, way before you understand the need for provision. 
Provision literally means to look ahead, pro vision, to see before. Vid is like ‘video’, it’s 
still sight. Provide and provision are all about seeing ahead and God was providing 
everything for Israel that they needed. He knew they needed badger skins, they needed 
silver and gold and all these things so God causes them to have them when they leave 
Egypt. God is not the God who is blind to provision. I just look at even us, we spend a lot
of money in Nigeria, like a lot of money as a church, but God has easily provided for 
that. People who work for me, they can testify all of a sudden God tripled my business 
because He knew that there was money that was needed before we even started to do 
the stuff in Nigeria. He knew there would be money needed. God is still the God who 
provides ahead of time, He is still the God who gives you everything you need to do the 
work He gave you to do. We should be amazed at that and just recognize that. We 
should just see God’s hand in those things, it’s not a disorganized mess, it’s God doing 
something because He’s got a plan for something that’s going to happen years later. 
He’s organizing these things so they float together. God is a God who provides. It means
He knows exactly what Reformation Baptist Church is supposed to do and because of 
that He knows what He needs to give us and who to bring here. He knows all these 
things. He puts a body together like it talks about in 1 Corinthians to do the work for the 
church to do. This is what God does, make sure as you are here that you are asking 
what you are to be doing here because God put you here for a reason. Why does God 
save people? He saves people so they can go outside the camp to serve Him. 

5. God can give favor at any time. When you look at Christ, it was a great blessing in Israel,
He healed the multitudes, He fed thousands, He caused lepers to be cleansed, He 
caused the blind to see. He did all this stuff and instead of Him finding favor in the sight 
of the Jews, they just wanted to kill Him. That could have happened another way, but 
God decides whether we find favor or cursing. God is the One who decides whether we 
will find favor in someone’s eyes. It’s easy to think that if we do something for someone 
that they will like us and be kind to us. Obey God because God decides whether you find
favor or they want to kill you. As Paul went from city to city, sometimes he would go to a 
city and preach a message and they would say it was a blessing that the gospel was 
brought to them and then he would go to another city and they would stone him. It’s 
God’s decision, we aren’t supposed to change what we do because God is the One who 
dictates favor. 

6. They’re not sent out empty handed. I want to make this point because God says it’s an 
important part of the law if you go to Deuteronomy 15:12, “If your brother, a Hebrew 



man, or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you and serves you six years, then in the seventh 
year you shall let him go free from you.” This is how we’re supposed to treat people, this 
is somebody who serves you when you send them out you don’t send them out with 
cursings. Instead you send them out with blessings and God forces the Egyptians to do 
this because this is what His law says we’re supposed to do. 

7. Recognize God grants His people peace. Do you have peace? I’ve met many people 
who never have peace, you see them tossed from one sin to another. You see them 
thrown about and their lives are in constant turmoil. Their houses are just like the houses
of the Egyptians that one night, but instead of one night it’s constant. Versus God 
bringing peace to a household. God gives His people peace if they are faithful and 
focused on Christ, then they can have the peace that surpasses all understanding. Do 
you understand how valuable it is to have peace? The world can’t have peace in 
circumstances, we can have peace in circumstances because we know the God of the 
circumstances. We should all work to have peace because Christ is the Prince of Peace 
and when we are following Christ we will have peace regardless of the turmoil in the 
world around us and this is one of the big separations that happens. It’s not the 
separation of this household having a death and this household having life. It’s that our 
households have peace. The households that are led by Christians have peace, do you 
have peace? If you don’t, figure out what you’re anxious about, figure out where you are 
sinning against God by not putting it at the feet of God. Trust that God will give you 
peace.

8. Remember that God judges evil, not just in Adam, but now. Not just in an eternal sense, 
but also in a temporal sense. Egypt was sinning against God and worshipping a false 
god and God judged them. One of the reasons why I think it’s important to remember 
that God judges evil is that that’s how David uses this passage. That word translated 
‘midnight’ in this passage is only used in two other places. In one of them it’s in Psalm 
119:61-64, “The cords of the wicked have bound me, But I have not forgotten Your law. 
At midnight I will rise to give thanks to You, Because of Your righteous judgments. I am 
a companion of all who fear You, And of those who keep Your precepts. The earth, O 
Lord, is full of Your mercy; Teach me Your statutes.” This word is very rarely used. David
is saying he gets up at the same time that God passed through the midst of Egypt and 
killed all the firstborn sons, I get up at that time and I remember God’s judgement. The 
response to remembering God’s judgement is to seek to be with those who fear God, it’s
to recognize the mercy of God, to seek to be with those who walk in righteousness, who 
keep His precepts. It’s to go and say when we think of this judgement, our response 
should be, ‘Teach us Your statutes Lord, teach me what You would have me to do, 
teach me what I am supposed to be doing.’ When we think of this judgement, when we 
think of the death that came upon Egypt, that’s what we should be thinking. How do you 
view those that walk in righteousness and how do I learn to be more righteous? We are 
to gather to exhort one another in love and good works, may we be doing that today. 
May we be walking with those who walk in righteousness and may we be desiring, may 
we be crying out like David, ‘Teach me Your statutes Lord.’



Let me pray. Oh Lord God, we do thank You for this passage that You have us in. We thank 
You for Your incredible mercy towards Your church as we think of meeting outside this many 
times and no rain, as we think of the passages that we’re in about the plagues as this pandemic 
goes throughout the world. Lord, Your mercy to us is unbelievable, beyond anything that we 
could expect, but the Egyptians who were slaves also received beyond anything they could 
expect as they received gold and silver and all these things for You are a God who truly blesses
His people. May we be a people that truly serves our God. In Jesus Christ’s name we pray, 
amen. 


