
The Final Plea 
John 8:48-59 

John 8:58–59  
58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 59 
Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the 

temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 

The final Plea was: 

I. Hopeful 

John 8:48–51 - Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that 
thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I 
honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. 50 And I seek not mine own glory: 
there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep 
my saying, he shall never see death. 

They called Jesus a Samaritan  

• A half-breed  
• A dog  
• A non-Jew  
• They said he had a devil 

Notice the even-tempered way in which Jesus answered His enemies. His teachings 
were not the words of one who had a demon, but rather of One who sought to 
honor God the Father. 

 It was for this they were dishonoring Him, not because He was crazy, but because 
He was completely taken up with the interests of His Father in heaven. 

They should have known that at no time did he seek His own glory. Then the Lord 
added the words, “There is One who seeks and judges.” -vs.50 

Then in John 8:51 Jesus says, Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, 
he shall never see death.  He uses the familiar emphatic expression “Most 
assuredly, I say to you.”  Jesus promised that if anyone keeps His Word, that 
person shall never see death.  The Lord was saying that those who believe on Him 
are delivered from eternal death and shall never suffer the pangs of hell. 

He’s giving everyone an opportunity to escape the pangs of hell.  The unbeliever’s 
response: 

• They yelled at Him 
• They called Him a devil  
• They called Him unclean 



Christ response: 

• You can be forgiven  
• I love you  
• Just accept My words 

Like the Pharisees, if you die and go to hell you will never say God did not give you 
a chance! 

The final plea was: 

II. Challenging  

John 8:52–57 - Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. 
Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he 
shall never taste of death. 53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is 
dead? and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself? 54 Jesus answered, If 
I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of 
whom ye say, that he is your God: 55 Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: 
and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, 
and keep his saying. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, 
and was glad. 57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and 
hast thou seen Abraham? 

 The complaint 

• They again accuse Jesus of being demonized, except this time they state it as a 
fact of which they are now assured.  

• They consider Jesus’ denial and offer of eternal life proof of a demon 
controlling Him. Again, this cannot be reduced to the equivalent of being crazy.  

• They were well acquainted with demonized people and they are accusing Him 
of being one. 

• Their reasoning is that Jesus could not be greater than Abraham who died. 

•  How then could Jesus offer something that even Abraham or the prophets did 
not experience. 

• Jesus had made it very clear over the previous few days during His teaching 
during the Feast of Tabernacles of who He was claiming to be, yet they still ask. 

• They have ears, but they cannot understand what Jesus is saying. They are  
blind to the truth for they are not of God (vs. 47). 

John 8:47  - He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, 
because ye are not of God. 



 

In John 8:54 the Jews thought Jesus was seeking to attract attention to Himself.  
Jesus reminded them that this was not the case. It was the Father who was 
honoring Him, the very God they professed to love and serve. 

Then in vs. 55 the Jews said that God was their Father, but actually they did not 
know Him. Yet here they were speaking with One who did know God the Father, 
the One who was equal with Him. They wanted Jesus to deny His equality with the 
Father, but He said that if He did this, He would be a liar. He knew God the Father 
and obeyed His word. 

Since the Jews insisted on bringing Abraham into the argument (vs. 56), the Lord 
reminded them that Abraham had looked forward to the day of the Messiah, and 
he had actually seen it by faith, and was glad. The Lord Jesus was saying that He 
was the One to whom Abraham looked forward. Abraham’s faith rested in the 
coming of Christ. 

In response, once again the Jews revealed their inability to understand divine 
truth. Jesus had said, “Abraham rejoiced to see My day,” but they answered as 
though He had said that He had seen Abraham. There is a great difference here. 
The Lord Jesus claimed for Himself a position greater than Abraham. He was the 
Object of Abraham’s thoughts and hopes. Abraham looked forward by faith to 
Christ’s day. 

The Jews could not understand this. They reasoned that Jesus was not yet fifty 
years old. (Actually He was only about thirty-three years of age at this time.) How 
could He have seen Abraham? 

In this text, Jesus gives them one last challenge.  He said:  

• I am the one that Abraham looked forward to  
• I am the one that God talked about  
• I am challenging you on these facts  

Their response: You are not even 50 years old; how could you have seen him. 

Game -set- match!      

The final plea is almost over, but lastly it was… 

III. Understood 

John 8:58–59 -Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham 
was, I am. 59 Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and 
went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 



The name of the God of Israel forever is “I AM.”  They understood what He was 
saying, and totally got it!   God used the first-person singular form of the verb “to 
be” to describe Himself and His special name with His people.  

He is the self-existent One.  Jesus claims is to be that very God, the I AM.  People 
have many different beliefs about who Jesus is, but there can be no doubt about 
what Jesus Himself is claiming. 

 The Jesus of the Bible is the great “I AM,” the eternal God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.  Anyone who claims belief in a Jesus that is less than eternal and self-
existent has a different Jesus.  Such a Jesus cannot save anyone from their sins. 
The Jesus of the false religions and the cults are all different from Jesus’ own 
claims. 

They finally understood Jesus’ claim and in rejecting it, they sought to kill Him.  

THERE WAS NO DOUBT THAT THEY UNDERSTOOD!  

• It was clear  
• It was messaged correctly  
• Jesus was claiming to be God  

Let’s kill him...They were unwilling to accept the fact that the Messiah was 
standing in their midst. They would not have Him to reign over them!  

 

Conclusion: 

What plea is God asking you to consider?   

His greatest plea is for you to be saved.  That is why Jesus came and He is knocking 
on hearts doors still today.  

Is He pleading with you as a Christian to surrender an area of your life to Him?  

Don’t refuse His pleading! 

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  Revelation 3:20 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


