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Zechariah 14:1-5 
1. General overview: 

a. 14:1-2 – Nations are brought against Jerusalem. 

b. 14:3 – YHWH fights against those nations 

c. 14:4-5 (and 14:12-15) – detail the battle between YWHW and the nations  

i. 14:6-11 and 14:16-21 describe the results of the battle and the details of the 

kingdom age the Lord establishes as a result of winning this battle.  

ii. 14:14 – Those living outside Jerusalem will fight and gather valuables from the 

armies of the nations: 

“Even Judah will fight at Jerusalem.  And the wealth of all the surrounding nations 

shall be collected, gold, silver, and garments in great abundance.” 

1. Is this those that marched with the Lord from Edom? 

2. This is a typical Divine Warrior scene or a theophany similar to Mt. Sinai and other time YHWH 

manifested his presence in history: 

a. Earthquake 

b. Topography changes – collapsing hills, flat land 

c. Lights 

d. water 

Zechariah 14:1 – “Behold, a day is coming for the Lord, when the spoil taken from you will be 

divided in your midst.  

 
1. “Behold” or “Take note” – hinneh – indicates the beginning of the oracle.  

a. This is the second oracle concerning this battle. The first began in 12:1-2: 

“The oracle of the word of the Lord concerning Israel: Thus declares the Lord, who 

stretched out the heavens and founded the earth and formed the spirit of man within 

him: “Behold, I am about to make Jerusalem a cup of staggering to all the surrounding 

peoples. The siege of Jerusalem will also be against Judah.” 
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14:2 – “For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken 

and the houses plundered and the women raped. Half of the city shall go out into exile, but the 

rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city.  

 
 

1. YHWH speaks here for the first of three times in Zechariah 14 

a. 14:2 

b. 14:5  

2. “gather all the nations” 

a. This is some last minute punishment of Israel before the deliverance 
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3. The overrunning defeat of Jerusalem: 

a. Nations gather against Jerusalem 

b. Nations battle Jerusalem 

c. Nations take the city of Jerusalem 

d. Nations plunder the houses of Jerusalem 

e. Nations rape the women of Jerusalem 

f. Nations exile half the city of Jerusalem 

4. The resistance of Jerusalem: 

a. “the rest of the people” or the half of Jerusalem not exiled, will not be cut off from 

Jerusalem. 

i. “cut off” refers to death most often 

ii. “cut off” can refer at times to being removed from the community 

b. ??Half the people in Jerusalem fighting in this battle are strong enough to prevent: 

i. Their houses from being plundered 

ii. Their women from being raped 

iii. Their people from going in exile  

 

14:3 – “Then the Lord will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a day of 

battle.  

 
 

14:4 – “On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on 

the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, 

so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward.  
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1. Mount of Olives 

a. Ezekiel 11:23 (9:3-11:24)  -  

“Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub on which it rested to 

the threshold of the house (9:3)…Then the glory of the Lord went out from the threshold 

of the house, and stood over the cherubim.  And the cherubim lifted up their wings and 

mounted up from the earth before my eyes as they went out, with the wheels beside 

them. And they stood at the entrance of the east gate of the house of the Lord, and the 

glory of the God of Israel was over them (10:18-19)…he Spirit lifted me up and brought 

me to the east gate of the house of the Lord, which faces east (11:1)… Then the 

cherubim lifted up their wings, with the wheels beside them, and the glory of the God of 

Israel was over them.  And the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the city and 

stood on the mountain that is on the east side of the city.  And the Spirit lifted me up 

and brought me in the vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to the exiles (11:22-24). 

b. Ezekiel 43:1-5 -  

“Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east. And behold, the glory of the God of 

Israel was coming from the east. And the sound of his coming was like the sound of 

many waters, and the earth shone with his glory. And the vision I saw was just like the 

vision that I had seen when he came to destroy the city, and just like the vision that I 

had seen by the Chebar canal. And I fell on my face. As the glory of the Lord entered 

the temple by the gate facing east, the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner 

court; and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the temple. 

2. Topography change: 

a. Isaiah 40:1-5 -  

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 

her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from 

the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the 

way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall 

be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 

level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and 

all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

b. Revelation 16:20 – “And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found.” 

 

14:5 – “And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall 

reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of 

Judah. Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 



5 
 

 
1. Parting of Mount Olives similar to parting of the Red Sea 

2. “all the holy ones with him” 

a. Angels 

b. Jews from Edom 

c. Saints from Heaven 
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 5 miles to Gibeon
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Isaiah 34:1-15 

Isaiah 63:1-6 

Habakkuk 3:3 

Micah 2:12-13 

Micah 4:11-13, all 

Revelation 16:12-16 – the sixth bowl – an demonic attempt to remove all opposing ideas  

Revelation 16:17-21 – the seventh bowl – lightning, thunder, earthquake, islands and mountains gone 

Revelation 19:19-21 

Acts 1:9-11 

Joel 3:12-13 

Zechariah 14:4 

Joel 3:14-17 


