
 

“Worshipping the King of Glory – Part 3” 

“Who is the King of Glory” 

Psalm 24 

(Preached at Trinity, May 2, 2010) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. David has presented God as the almighty Creator who created all things by the word of 

His power. He created everything as a manifestation of His divine being. All of creation 

declares Him and praise is due from all of creation. 

 Psalm 150:6 – “Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD.” 
2. David’s purpose in the first two verses is to present God in all His enormity. He is a big 

God, infinite in all His being. And He has infinite dominion. He is the Divine Creator, 

Possessor of all things and the God who rules with absolute authority.  

This God is worthy of worship. 

3. Although God is the God of the whole world and worthy to be worshipped by every soul 

we are not to assume that all men have immediate access into His presence.  

 A. Verse 3 deals with this question – “Who has a right to come into God’s presence? 

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy 
place?” 

B. Who is able to come into the presence of God? Who is able to worship Him? Who 

is able to experience communion with this all powerful and holy God? 

 C. Only those who are holy. But this isn’t something we produce.   3. 

  God demands holiness and gives us holiness. 

   We wear the holy garments that He has provided 

   We don’t ascend the holy hill by our own merit but by God’s grace 

4. To approach the living God demands knowing Him. 

 This leads us to the third section of this psalm.  

 As I stated at the beginning, this psalm is divided into three parts: 

 Verses 1-2 – a declaration of God’s majesty and dominion upon the earth. 

Verses 3-6 – a recognition of God’s perfect holiness – they describe God’s people 

coming into the holy city and ask the question, “Who is able to come?” 

 Verses 7-10 – describe God coming to His people. 

 

I. A description of God coming to His people – Verses 7-10  

 This passage flows in poetic parallelism – Verses 7 & 9 and Verses 8 & 10 

 A. The gates of the city are called upon to prepare for the King 

Psalm 24:7 – “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.” 

  1. It is a picture of the triumphal entry of the victorious king 

  2. It was pictured with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 

Matthew 21:9 – “And the multitudes that went before, and that 
followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.” 
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  3. It was a moving scene as Jesus entered the city 

   He was received as a king 

  4. He was the King of kings but they didn’t really understand who He was 

Matthew 21:10 – “And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the 
city was moved, saying, Who is this?” 

5. They received Him but they didn’t truly receive Him. They didn’t receive 

Him into their hearts and lives. These same people soon cried out for His 

death. “Crucify Him, Crucify Him”  

 B. Jesus is the King of kings reigning in power and majesty 

Hebrews 1:3 – “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high;” 

  1. Every atom of God’s creation moves at His presence  

  2. David repeats Verse 7 at Verse 9 

   Look up! Open the gates! The King is coming! He will come in. 

  3. The message for us is this: 

For those who open their lives before this King He will come in and abode 

with them.  

 

II. The grand question before us in this final section is who is this King? 

 A. As we consider Jesus Christ in His role as Mediator He has three offices 

1. He is Prophet – as prophet He is the fullness of the Godhead – He reveals 

the fullness of Himself in the lives of His people teaching them His holy 

will.  

2. He is Priest – as Priest He offered up Himself as the one time sacrifice to 

atone for the sins of His people appeasing the wrath of God. He intercedes 

on our behalf applying all of the blessings of the cross. 

3. He is King – as King He rules and reigns with absolute authority.  He 

reigns over the whole universe – over all principalities and powers. He 

reigns particularly on behalf of His people effectually conquering them 

and lovingly protecting them.  

4. In this passage the focus is upon this kingship 

 B. David declares the identity of this great God in Verses 8 & 10 

Psalm 24:8 – “Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, 
the LORD mighty in battle.” 

  1. He is the almighty King of Glory, strong and mighty 

   Verse 10 calls Him the Lord of Hosts – Lord Sabaoth 

   Hosts refer to a mighty army  - Our God is a Mighty Conqueror 

Dost ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is He; 

Lord Sabaoth, His name, 

From age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 

2. He’s the glorious King who shows Himself mighty on behalf of His 

people protecting them and defending them. 

 To His enemies He is mighty in judgment.  

Psalm 24:8 – “the LORD mighty in battle” 
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 C. Jesus is presented as a God of war 

Exodus 15:2-3 – “The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become 
my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my 
father's God, and I will exalt him.  3 The LORD is a man of war (lit. warrior): 
the LORD is his name.” 

  1. To be a warrior implies warfare.  A warrior conducts war. 

  2. Over 200 times in the OT God is referred to as “the Lord of Hosts” 

   “hosts” - ab'c' tsaba' - that which goes forth, army, war, warfare 

  3. God is ruler over all – no one is able to oppose Him. 

   Those who stand in opposition to Him have become His enemies 

   God has always taken vengeance against those who oppose Him 

   a. We’ve witnessed it in the flood 

   b. We’ve witnessed it with Sodom and Gomorrah 

c. We’ve witnessed it as Israel made conquest in Canaan destroying 

city after city – they were the enemies of God 

  4. Moses witnessed God’s wrath against the Egyptians 

a. He personally witnessed the ten plagues crush the Egyptians and 

watched as God destroyed Pharaoh’s armies 

b. Moses stood in awe as he saw God’s power – God is a warrior 

c. Calvin: “God is armed in military attire, to contend with all the 

forces of His foes.” 

  5. The Psalmist asks the question: 

   Psalm 24:10 – “Who is this King of glory?”  
   a. He quickly gives the answer: 

    The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. 
b. Moses says, “the LORD is his name.”  

Exodus 15:3 – “The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his 
name.”  

  6. God’s anger is kindled against all who work unrighteousness 

Romans 1:18 – “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness;” 
Psalm 7:11-13 – “God is angry with the wicked every day.  12 If he 
turn not, he will whet his sword; he hath bent his bow, and made it 
ready.  13 He hath also prepared for him the instruments of death; 
he ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors.” 

  7. God is working against all who do not obey Him 

   a. He opposes them 

James 4:6 – “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto 
the humble.” 

   b. He blinds their minds and gives them over to reprobation 
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 D. How does this line up with the modern teaching most hold to about God 

  1. Many have a problem with using such language as it applies to God 

   This seems so out of character with modern teaching 

  2. God is love, compassion, gentle, kind – not a God of war 

3. All of God’s attributes exist in perfect harmony – None are in conflict 

with God’s perfect holy character 

Psalm 24:8 – “Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and 
mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.” 

   a. Can God be a God of love and a Man of War? 

God demonstrates His love upon all men – love is of the very 

nature of God, yet His vengeance is also kindled against the 

wicked – they are His enemies. God’s love in no way cancels out 

His holiness or justice 

   b. Can God be a God of mercy and a Man of War? 

    Again, God’s attributes exist in perfect harmony 

God is angry with the wicked but He has chosen to delay the 

sentence 

In God’s gracious mercy He offers peace to all who will surrender 

themselves before Him 

    Those who make peace with God will find reconciliation. 

4. God’s warfare is judicial and perfectly just 

   a. He has justly declared war upon His enemies 

Because God is holy He hates sin. Because He is righteous, He 

must punish sin. 

b. God’s vengeance upon His enemies is not void of compassion and 

mercy but it will surely be exercised with perfect justice 

 

III. What are some of the implications we should consider as we consider that God is a strong 

warrior? 

 A. For the lost it should drive them to repentance 

  1. Jesus is displayed as a mighty warrior 

2. When He returns He will come as a holy, righteous judge – a conquering 

King 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 – “when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels,  8 In flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  9 Who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power;” 

3. No one will be able to stand against His wrath 

   a. His sword is unbreakable 

Deuteronomy 32:41 – “If I whet my glittering sword, and 
mine hand take hold on judgment; I will render vengeance to 
mine enemies, and will reward them that hate me.” 

b. You must surrender to Him. You must lay down your weapons of 

rebellion and embrace His Son. While God is sharpening His 

sword He is offering you an opportunity to surrender.  
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 B. On the other hand, as a strong warrior God is able to defend us 

1. David is presenting the all powerful God, the mighty warrior, as 

presenting Himself before His holy people 

Psalm 24:3 – “Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who 
shall stand in his holy place?” 

2. His people come seeking Him and He comes mightily to them 

 Nothing shall be able to take us from God. 
 John 10:27-29 – “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me:  28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  29 My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's hand.” 
Romans 8:37-39 – “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come,  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

3. The Bible is filled with passages that remind us of the infinite power of 

our God to protect us 

 Psalm 121:5-8 – “The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade 
upon thy right hand.  6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the 
moon by night.  7 The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he 
shall preserve thy soul.  8 The LORD shall preserve thy going out 
and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.” 
Psalm 18:2 – “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my 
deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, 
and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” 

3. If our God is a mighty warrior – the LORD of hosts, how confident should 

we be as His soldiers 

   

Conclusion: 
1. Who is the King of glory?  Have you asked this in your own life? Have you received 

Him? Is He your King? Have you bowed before Him as the King of kings.  

George Fredrick Handel, the famous German/English composer, at the age of 52 suffered 

a stroke that left his right arm paralyzed and affected his eyesight. Many thought he’s 

never perform again but to their surprise he recovered and his famous oratorio, Messiah, 

was performed in Dublin in April of 1742.  On March 23, 1743 he performed it in 

London and the king of England, George II was present. When the “Hallelujah Chorus” 

was sung the king himself rose to his feet in an act of homage. This prompted the entire 

audience to stand and remained standing throughout the entire chorus in recognition of 

the King of kings. 

As time passed, however, it became customary for the British royalty to remain seated 

during the “Hallelujah Chorus.” After Queen Victoria ascended the throne she was 

instructed about the rules of protocol for the royal family. When the magnificent chorus 

began and the singers began shouting “Hallelujah” suddenly the queen rose and stood 

with head bowed as if removing her crown before the King of kings.  

2. Who is your king? Who is the Lord of your life?  

 How high is He in your life?  

 How much preparation do you give before coming into His presence?  


