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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. This morning we begin Chapter 11 of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. As I begin this 

chapter I come with fear and trembling. The content of this chapter is such that if we are 

not careful we can stumble into error. Because of this any preacher or teacher of the 

Word should approach this section of Scripture with great caution and care.   

2. This chapter is important as we seek to understand God’s purpose of gathering His people 

unto salvation. The Book of Romans continues to be a rich source of rich spiritual food 

for us. May God grant us to feast upon it. 

 Luther: “This Epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament and the very purest 

Gospel, and is worthy not only that every Christians should know it word for word, by 

heart, but occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. It can never be 

read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes, 

and the better it tastes.” 

3. The Book of Romans is full of doctrine. When you begin to study Biblical doctrine it 

draws you to the height of the unfathomable. It sometimes leaves us breathless. In 

Chapters 1-11 Paul takes us on a journey of examining Gospel truths. Beginning in 

Chapter 12 he brings us back down to the earth where he will lead us in practical 

application.   

4. As we’ve seen, Chapter’s 9, 10, and 11 constitute a section with a common theme. Much 

of Chapter 11 covers topics Paul has already introduced in the earlier chapters. Paul is 

dealing with the condition of the Jews. The great majority had rejected the Gospel—they 

were accursed and cut off from the blessings of God. Seeking righteousness through the 

Law, Jesus was a stumbling block to them. At the same time, while they were rejecting 

the Gospel the Gentiles were coming in large numbers.  

5. Paul had been lamenting the hardened condition of the Jews. They were his kinsmen 

according to the flesh.  

 Romans 10:1 – “Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved.” 
Romans 9:3 – “For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:” 

6. The immediate question that comes to mind is what about God’s promises?  How can 

they be God’s chosen people and be in such a position of hardness? 

 The question in Verse 1 is, “Is it possible that God has totally rejected His people?” 

1. The KJV translates the word well – “cast away.” It could be translated “thrust 

away.” It carries the idea of an absolute rejection. 

2. In other words has God resolved to have nothing more to do with the Jewish 

people – the Israelite nation. Are they absolutely and finally accursed from God? 
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3. To this Paul gives an emphatic answer. It is in a form we have seen many times.  

mh. ge,noito – literally, “may it never be.” The KJV translates it “God forbid!” In 

other words it is unthinkable.  

7. The remainder of the chapter deals with God’s plan and purpose regarding Israel. 

Preaching and teaching from this chapter presents scores of challenges for the pastor.  

A. First, I face the challenge that I face with every message. I always have to keep in 

mind that I’m preaching to both mature and immature believers as well as lost 

people. 

1. Some of you have never given much attention to this chapter at all. I may 

be presenting concepts that are entirely new. 

2. Others, however, have wrestled long and hard with this chapter and are 

anxious to hear an exposition of the text. 

B. Second, I face the challenge of dealing with a difficult and often controversial 

chapter of the Bible. Christians have often been divided on this chapter. Few 

topics can raise as much tension as discussions about the nation of Israel. 

8. As we begin this chapter I want to address the issue of approaching Scripture with 

presuppositions that control our interpretation. 

9. There are some presuppositions that are good and necessary.  

 A. There is an entire system of argument known as Presuppositional apologetics.  

 B. We presuppose the existence of God. 

1. The Bible begins simply, “In the beginning God.” There is no effort to 

prove His existence. It is just a statement of fact.  

2. This was Paul’s approach 
 Romans 1:20 – “For the invisible things of him from the creation of 

the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse:” 

  3. He presupposed that all men know God. 

Romans 1:21 – “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God” 

4. When he came to the Athenian philosophers who loved enquiry into every 

system of belief and every school of thought he noticed they even gave 

attention to what they referred to as “the unknown God.” 

 Acts 17:23-28 – “What therefore you worship in ignorance, this I 
proclaim to you.  24 "The God who made the world and all things in 
it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples 
made with hands;  25 neither is He served by human hands, as 
though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and 
breath and all things;  26 and He made from one, every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation,  27 that they 
should seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, 
though He is not far from each one of us;  28 for in Him we live and 
move and exist” 

C. We presuppose the truth of Christianity and that the Scriptures provide the 

framework for this truth. 
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 D. We presuppose that the Bible is true 

1. The Bible also presupposes its own validity.  

 The Bible is the infallible, inerrant Word of God and is our sole authority 

for knowing the truth 

2. We believe in the “analogy of faith” –  

a. On one hand, this refers to the study of Scripture as a whole. It 

means that Scripture interprets Scripture. No part of Scripture can 

be interpreted in such a way as to render it in conflict with what is 

clearly taught elsewhere in Scripture.  

b. But “analogy of faith” means more. It means the Bible has a 

consistent theology. Every part of Scripture will be consistent with 

this theology.  

c. We must approach Scripture with this presupposition. 

E. There are absolutes to the Christian faith that we presuppose as we study the 

Word of God. The Bible both teaches these truths and presupposes them 

 1. The Trinity 

 2. The deity of Christ 

 3. The sufficiency of the atonement of Christ as the only way of salvation 

F. It is good at times to study to reaffirm these things but we are safe to presuppose 

them as we approach the study of the Word of God. 

10. There are other doctrines, however, that people sometimes presuppose and then 

superimpose upon the rest of Scripture. This can be a great danger that can result in 

wrong interpretations of the Bible. 

 

I. As we approach Chapter 11 there is a danger of bringing presuppositions  

A. Many presuppose that this chapter is pointing to God’s future dealing with Israel 

as a whole. 

 1. This places a particular spin on their interpretation of every verse 

2. For example: Verse 1 – that God has not cast off His people indicates that 

He will deal exclusively with Israel in the future. They read it, “Has God 

rejected ethnic Israel with regard to His special plan for their future.” 

3. Paul’s question, however, indicates whether God has rejected His people 

entirely from Christ. In His answer Paul doesn’t marshal a defense that 

relates to some point in the future. Instead he points to the present and the 

reality of his own salvation to show that God did not reject the Jews 

entirely. There is no reference to the future at all! 

 B. Such is the situation throughout Romans 11 

  1. The futurist approach has particular importance as we come to Verse 26 

2. Is Paul talking about Gods future dealing with Israel or is he talking about 

how God has been dealing with Israel throughout the age of the church? 

 

II. Paul is dealing with God’s present intention for the nation of Israel – present in Paul’s 

day and God’s ongoing purpose for Israel 

 A. This has been consistent with Paul’s discussion from the beginning of the epistle 

  1. For example he speaks of the power of the Gospel in Chapter 1, 

Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 
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   He was speaking of a present reality 

  2. It has also been consistent in this section of Chapters 9-11 

a. In Chapter 9:1-5 he was lamenting the present hardness of the 

Jews and their rejection of Christ. 

   b. In Verses 22-24 Paul is speaking of a present reality 

Romans 9:24 – “Even us, whom he hath called, not of the 
Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?” 

   c. Chapter 10:1 is speaking of a present reality 

As Paul describes the Gospel of Christ he is speaking of the offer 

of grace as a present reality 

Romans 10:11-13 – “For the scripture saith, Whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed.  12 For there is no 
difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.  13 For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 

d. It would seem inconsistent for Paul to abandon his discussion of 

the present to a future discussion in Chapter 11 

B. In fact, a simple reading of Chapter 11 will reveal God’s present saving activity 

among the Jews 

1. In Verse 1 asks the question, “Has God cast away His people?” This is a 

question based upon their current condition of hardness. His answer to the 

question calls attention to his own salvation; an answer that demands 

looking at the present situation of the Jews.  

2. Paul is in no way answering the question by directing our attention to 

some future plan of God for the mass saving of ethnic nation of Israel. 

a. Instead he speaks of God maintaining a remnant according to the 

election of grace – also a present reality in Paul’s day; a reality that 

would continue until the fullness of the Gentiles. 

b. In the Gospel age both Jews and Gentiles are being saved. Both 

were once disobedient and both have now received mercy. 

3. In Verses 7-10 Paul writes of God’s partial hardening of the Jew as a 

present reality – a reality that would continue. 

4. In Verses 11-15 he writes of God’s purpose in the hardening of the Jews – 

the salvation of the Gentiles and the provoking the elect Jews to jealousy – 

Paul was speaking of the consequences of his present ministry to the 

Gentiles. It was a reality in Paul’s day, a continuing reality today. 

5. In Verses 16-21 Paul warns the Gentile believers not to be puffed up 

against the Jews. The Jews are the natural branch and we have been 

grafted in – a present reality in Paul’s day and a continuing reality. 

6. In Verses 22-24 Paul states that just as the Gentiles were being saved by 

faith, the Jews could also be saved if they did not continue in unbelief  

a. This was not something postponed to some future date but a 

present reality in Paul’s day and a continuing reality today. 

b. There is nothing at all to suggest that the regrafting in of Israel is 

delayed until the future—unless you have a presupposition.  
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7. A proper examination of Verses 25-26 in the context of the rest of the 

passage is essential.  

 Paul is saying that this partial hardening of Israel will continue. For 
how long? Until all of God’s elect Gentiles have been brought in.  

The word “until” is from the phrase a;crij ou- in the original - it 

implies finality. It doesn’t imply a reversal of circumstances. 

 This hardening is applied to the doctrine of election. God in His 
sovereignty has elected some to everlasting life and the rest have 

been hardened.  

 What is happening during this partial hardening? A remnant of 
Jews are being converted according to the election of grace. There 

is nothing here to suggest that the hardening will cease. Instead it 

affirms the continuation of the hardening.  

(see Israel of God 178-179) 

 What is happening during this period of the Gentiles? All of true 

Israel is being saved. 

Romans 9:6 – “Not as though the word of God hath taken 
none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:” 

 God will continue to save elect Israel until the full number of the 
elect have been saved. “All Israel” in Verse 26 is equal to the 

“fullness” of the Gentiles in verse 25 

Romans 11:26 – “And so all Israel shall be saved:” 

 Notice it doesn’t say, “And then all Israel will be saved,” but, 
“And so all Israel will be saved.” 

Only a presupposition that this refers to some point in the future 

will lead you to this conclusion. 

8. In Verses 27-32 Paul concludes that this is entirely consistent with God’s 

covenant promises with Israel.  

 Verse 31 in he KJV leaves out an important “now” (nu/n in the Greek) 

 In the NAS it reads: 
NAS Romans 11:31 – “so these also now have been disobedient, in 
order that because of the mercy shown to you they also may now 
be shown mercy.” 

9. In Verses 33-36 Paul concludes with a glorious doxology praising God for 

His glorious purposes.  

C. Paul’s point is that Jews have been saved and will continue to be saved 

throughout the Gospel era.  

  1. This gave Paul hope for his brethren 

  2. It also gives us confidence as we witness to both Jews and Gentiles.  

   Both are being saved.  
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Conclusion: 
1. As we’ve seen, some presuppositions are good. They keep us grounded in orthodox 

Christianity. We need to be grounded in the truth. 

 A. It is a dangerous thing to continually question all of the doctrines of orthodoxy. 

1. Pastors are given to the church to keep it grounded within these 

parameters. 

Ephesians 4:11-14 – “And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ:  13 Till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  14 
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;” 

2. Paul warned against continually questioning the essential doctrines of 

Christianity always seeking some new doctrine. 

2 Timothy 2:23 – “But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, 
knowing that they do gender strifes.” 
Titus 3:9 – “But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and 
contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable 
and vain.” 

B. I once knew a man that decided he needed to reexamine all of the cardinal 

doctrines of Christianity. He was an ordained pastor. He ended up abandoning 

justification by faith alone and fell into the error of Catholicism. He now calls the 

pope “Papa” and embraces the doctrine of Pergatory. 

2. On the other hand, we must be careful with our presuppositions. As we’ve seen this 

morning, they can lead us into error. 

3. The most serious presupposition is presupposing all is well with our soul when our life is 

entirely inconsistent with the Bible’s description of a true believer. The true believer is 

holy. He desires the things of Christ. He loves Christ and loves His Word because it 

speaks of Christ. He loves our Lord’s church because it is precious to Him.  

4. Don’t be guilty of falling into deadly presuppositions.   

 

 

 


