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The Psalms teach us many things over the course of their 150 Psalms. One of their
preeminent purposes is to teach us how to trust God. And it's one thing for you and I to
say, "Oh, I trust God." It's one thing to say that with our lips. It's quite another thing to
actually trust Him and to live in a sense of confidence in our perspective as we look to the
future and when we have difficulties round about us.

One of the things that I have found, I don't mind telling you this, because it's not specific
to any one person, but one of the things that I find in my ministry for whatever reason is
that when people are talking to me about going through their difficulties, most people
tend to put a good front on, and they try to make things sound a little bit better and like
they're doing a little better than what they actually are. And I wish it wasn't that way, but
that's okay. I would just have you know, as those of who attend here regularly and look at
me as your pastor, that it's okay to be candid with me. That I don't expect anything of you
other than just honesty and transparency, and wherever you are at in your particular
circumstance, I welcome the opportunity to interact with you on the basis of reality rather
than for you to tell me what you think I want to hear. It's okay for you to have burdens on
your heart and to want to share those. I don’t expect you to be like a weatherman on the
evening news that's always chipper and always with a smile on your face. I realize that
life is not like that. My life is not like that and so it wouldn't be fair for me to expect that
from you.

But all of that to say that we need help to know what it means to trust God and to
understand what it is, because Scripture says that we walk by faith, not by sight. And so
we are trusting in One that we have not seen. We believe in One whom we do not hear
speak audibly to us. We rely on His Word to inform us, but we have to work those things
out in the depths of our heart to be able to walk in the way that is pleasing to our Savior.
Psalm 27 gives us a beautiful picture of two aspects of the single heart attitude of trusting
God and I think that by the time we are done tonight you are going to be encouraged and
refreshed by what God's Word has for us here this evening. One writer said this, he said
that "Psalm 27 speaks of the permanence and dependability of the believer's relationship
with God. Human relationships too often fail, even the closest ones. But God never fails
us nor forsakes us."
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We know a God, we trust a God, who is a God of loyal love, the Hebrew word chesed.
He is a God of loyal faithful love never to fail us at all. What we need to understand, and
what Psalm 27 helps to teach us, is that there is no limit to that statement. No matter how
dire your circumstances may become, either personally, or on a national, or an
international level, you know the mountains collapse around us, that God is the same God
to us. And the God of loyal love who saved us in the beginning is going to be the God of
loyal love who is going to carry us through. He is a God of loyal love whether our
children come to know Christ or whether they don’t. He is the same God either way. He
will be faithful to us, and He will display His love in such abounding and astounding
ways that we will never have any question about whether He was good to us in the end.
But we recognize don’t we, we know from personal experience, that sometimes clouds
come between the sun and the earth, and sometimes our view of this is obscured, and we
have to walk more by faith than by what we see. Well, Psalm 27 gives us a perspective to
understand that and to know what to do with that as we go forward. I would just
encourage you to open your heart to what God's Word has here, because the anxiety that
some of us go through day by day, or from time to time, or the longer term struggles that
we go through that have no earthly answer to them at all, we can bring all of those to
bear, and we can open our hearts before the Word of God tonight and find that it has
instruction and real, deep, personal help to us. We serve a God who is a personal God. He
is a God with a personal name, Yahweh. A God who has revealed Himself in the Lord
Jesus Christ as our helper, as our sympathetic high priest. And what we have here in
Psalm 27 is a word from that sympathetic high priest to say, "Here's how you navigate
through the storms of life." And I love this Psalm. And I know that you're going to love it
by the time we are done as well.

I said there were two aspects to the nature of trust that Psalm 27 shows to us. First of all,
we are going to look at the confidence of trust. The confidence of trust. And then
secondly, we are going to look at the dependence of trust. The confidence of trust and the
dependence of trust. That's how we are going to break down this Psalm into bite size
portions for us to appropriate here this evening.

First of all, the confidence of trust. David illustrates the prevailing, dominating attitude
that a believer should have toward God in the very opening verse. He makes statements
about God, and then he asks rhetorical questions to help us define trust and to understand
it in a fuller way. Look at verse 1 with me as we enter into the text tonight.

He says, "The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the
defense of my life; Whom shall I dread?" Now as we often point out as we're going
through the Psalms, notice the "all caps" there for the Lord. That's a representation of the
Hebrew name Yahweh, God's personal name, His most holy name. It is a name that
speaks to the fact that He is a covenant keeping, promise honoring God. And David is
responding to that revelation of the Lord, as He's made Himself known as a covenant
keeping, promise keeping God, David is responding to that in this Psalm.

He says, "The LORD, this promise honoring God, is the One who is my light, my

salvation, and the defense of my life." And so he is speaking from the position of strength
and security as he opens this up. He says that, "this God is my light, my salvation. He is
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my defense." He has a triple shield, as it were, as he looks to the future. God will give
him instruction. God will give him protection. God will give relief to His people in the
midst of their hardships, because that's just who He is. And that's just how He relates to
us as a faithful God who, not only brings us to heaven at the end of life, but through the
days of our lives manifests Himself and His providence to us as One who is faithful, who
sustains us, who delivers us from evil, who delivers us from temptation, and who keeps
us, and secures us, and blesses us, no matter what.

And beloved, we need this Word in the times in which we live, as the world just spins out
of control more, and more, and more. And even as Christian leaders, and I know that I've
been kind of repeating myself on this theme over the past few weeks, but I think I need
to, even as Christian leaders betray a sense of fear about what lies ahead, "Oh persecution
is going to come!" And, "Oh look what they're doing to our schools!" Or "Look what
they're going to do to pastors in the future." And they just cultivate fear in the things that
they say about what's going on around us, well look, that might be good for fundraising
and motivating people to give. But the question that I just keep coming back to again, and
again, and again is where in the midst of these dire predictions of what lies ahead for the
people of God is this attitude of confident trust that you see repeatedly manifested and
illustrated for us in the book of Psalms.

Look at verse 1 with me again. "The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I
fear?" Do we set this aside and lie to the advance of homosexual propaganda and agendas
in our lifetime? Do we set it aside when certain politicians take charge and do things that
are contrary to biblical morality? Do we now fear because, well, the circumstances are
different than what David wrote under as God's chosen king? No, no, that can't possibly
be it, because David's confidence doesn't derive from his circumstances. You get that,
right? David's confidence is based on the nature and the attributes of who God is, who the
Lord is! And he says, "Because the Lord is who He is, who would I be afraid of? Because
the Lord is sovereign over all of history, because He's sovereign over kings, because He's
sovereign over my enemies, and He belongs to me, and I belong to him, and He is this
loving, faithful God who cares and protects His people. What do I have to be afraid of?"
The answer to his question, "Whom shall I fear? Whom shall I dread?" It's a rhetorical
question. The obvious answer is no one. He says, "I'm fearless when I'm mindful of who
my God is. I am unafraid as I look to the future. I am unafraid of my foes, because there
is one who reigns over them that has set His affections upon me, and He is utterly
trustworthy. He is a promise keeping God. And I am not afraid of the circumstances to
come, or the evil people who get in my way. I am not afraid, because through it all my
sovereign promise keeping God is with me."

Now, why would we not just revel in that, and luxuriate in that, and bathe ourselves in the
joy of what that means? Why wouldn't we draw our whole perspective from life about
that rather than having our view of life rise and fall on the latest news cycle, and rise and
fall in response to the latest atrocity that sinners do to us or do to other sinners? We just
have to start from the right starting point, beloved. That's really crucial. David is
confident, because this God whom he knows is supreme over all. David is confident,
because he's under this God's care. Watch this. You watching? Good. No fear of man is
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distracting the confidence of his heart. He looks at who God is and there is confidence
and rest by definition and he proceeds in verse 2 to illustrate the truth of his statement.

Look at verse 2. He looks back on some prior events in his life. He says, "I've seen this
illustrated in my personal life history." Look at verse 2. He says, "When evildoers came
upon me to devour my flesh. There were wicked men after me like wild boars just
looking to tear at my flesh. They wanted to rip me to shreds." And what happened to
them? "My adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell." When you read about
the life of David in the Old Testament, you realize that he lived through a lot of great
human opposition. He established himself when he slayed Goliath. And through that
human opposition, his enemies either had superior position, like king Saul did, or
superior strength, like Goliath did, or superior numbers and position, like his son
Absalom had against him later in his life. Through all of that with all of their superior
power and numerical strength, David says, "They just stumbled. They fell. They had the
illusion of being a threat to me, but in the end God manifested His faithfulness. And their
efforts to hurt me, to cause me to stumble, proved to be futile." Why? Because they
weren’t smart enough humanly to outfox David? No. Because God's sovereign, invisible
hand was directing things in a way that protected David and was working in opposition to
those that would harm him. David interprets his past success from a position of
understanding the providential care of God in his life. And so what he's saying here is,
remember, follow the logic here, follow what he's saying. He says, he's opened up, "God
is my light, my salvation, my defense. And you know what? I've seen this work out in my
past. When things came up in the past, God proved that who He was was manifested in
real time in my life."

Can't those of you who have been Christians for any period of time at all, you've been
through periods of need, or periods of sorrow, periods of human opposition where those
stronger and mightier than you had authority over you and were kind of strangling you,
don't you know something about that? Maybe going through a very difficult medical trial
that your life was in the balance, and God brought you through that. Maybe you went
through a car accident that should have been fatal, and yet you survived it. What are we
to do but to look back and say, "The Lord's hand was with me, and this, it's not just that I
got out of the circumstances or came through that okay, but that this illustrates the loving
care of God in my life in a way that shapes my expectations for the future." God's care for
you in the past should inform the way that you think about the future. And because of
God's nature, because of His proven track record, David is strong as he looks to the
future.

Look at verse 3. He says he's confident. Remember we're talking about the confidence of
trust here. Verse 3 he says, "Though a host encamp against me, My heart will not fear;
Though war arise against me, In spite of this I shall be confident. I live life from a
position of strength. My heart is resolute. I am unafraid. I will not fear man, because I
know the God who is with me and who cares for me. Let the worst of threats come upon
me. [ will be settled in my trust." I would give a lot of money to hear Christian leaders
today talk like this instead of reveling in all of the uncertainties and the fears of what lies
ahead. Wouldn't it be great to have the men of God in unanimity on one stage just
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standing together and saying, "We are unafraid no matter what the future politics of life
hold." Wouldn't that just be awesome? Wouldn't the people of God just draw strength
from that? Why the fascination with politics, the fascination with who the latest poll
leaders are in the next presidential election? We should disdain that approach to life that
fluctuates based on the nature of circumstances and what's happening around us.

We've got, collectively speaking, as the church of God in this age, not just talking about
Truth Community Church, we've got a long way to go. One of the joys of preaching the
Psalms is to having some kind of platform to be able to give some kind of voice to it. Let
the worst of threats come upon us. You know what's going to happen when they do? God
is going to prove Himself faithful to us in an unfailing way that will manifest His glory
and His faithfulness to His people. And you and I who know Him are going to be on the
receiving end of His goodness, no matter what the world tries to do to us. Period! End of
sentence! End of paragraph! Let's be strong in our confidence in who this God is. That's
the only way that we should live life.

Now, having said that, you and I need to do this as we contemplate these things: it is
essential for us to think through these things now when we find ourselves in times of
relative serenity. When we are able to gather together like this, and there is no one
demonstrating outside, and there's no threats of war or bombshells dropping on the roofs
of our houses as has happened to some of my friends in other parts of the world recently,
it's essential for you and I to really think deeply about these things while we can do so in
times of peace. Why? Why is it so important? If there is relative stability, then why
would it be so important to think about it now? Maybe your feet aren't trembling right
now. Well beloved, the groundwork that you lay now in the way that you think about
these things and the way that you train your mind to think in general is what will sustain
you in future times of distress when there is less opportunity for thought and meditation.
In the first three centuries or so of the Christian church, there's not a whole lot of really
sophisticated theological writing that came out. That's a gross overstatement to the point
of being almost inaccurate, but what I'm wanting to say is that there were waves of
persecution that took place in the early church. Ten waves of persecution under the hands
of Roman emperors. And when you are on the run, you don't have a lot of time to think,
and to meditate, and to develop strong theology and strong views toward God, because
you're running for your life sometimes and so what that teaches us, and what this Psalm
teaches us, is that when we have times of relative stability in our lives, either individually
or as a church in a particular location, we need to drive these convictions deep into our
heart, so that they are there to draw upon when we don't have the time to meditate,
because there is too much going on around us, and we are responding to life and rather
than having the time to meditate like we would choose. You know what that's like, don't
you? There were times in my life where I had a lot of time to think, and to read, and to do
that. There are other times when you're in the rapids, and you're just trying to keep the
boat afloat.

Beloved, the opportunity for you, if you're in a time now of relative serenity, relative

peace, this isn't the time to let off the accelerator and to kind of cruise spiritually. This is
the time to dive all the more into it, so that these things become you. That this is defining
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for you, so that when the trials come you have it to draw upon. You've already dug the
well that you're going to draw your water from to drink from in those times that are dry.
That's just so very, very vital. There is never a time in your life where you're either
cultivating trusting God or you are drawing upon the trust that you have learned in times
of peace, and come to know God that way.

David's confident trust is united and expressed in a single purpose. Look at verse 4.
Notice the single minded devotion that he expresses here in verse 4 and this is what you
cultivate in your life as you read Scripture. You're not just gathering information. You're
shaping your heart to be like this. Verse 4. "One thing I have asked from the Lord, that |
shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, To behold
the beauty of the Lord And to meditate in His temple." This isn't a reference to Solomon's
temple. It hadn't been built yet when David was there. It's more a reference to the
Tabernacle. It was more temporary, but it was the place where God's presence was
manifested in Israel. What David is saying is that he loves God's ordained worship. He
loves to be where God is. He likes to saturate his mind with the perfections of God, the
beauty of His holiness, the wonders of His grace, the perfections of His faithfulness, and
to draw himself into an inner communion, an inner affection, where that is the only thing
that matters in life to him, is who God is and the fact that he belongs to this God, and he
revels in the goodness of God poured out on him.

David says, "That's the only thing I want out of life. A heart undivided by worldliness,
competing affections." David had gathered it all up and said, "My life can be expressed in
one aspiration. I want to know this Lord." Lord, we want to know You, and we want to
know You more. We want to glory in who You are and bring ourselves into even deeper
submission to the wonder of Your character, the perfections of Your love for us, and to
just reflect back to You the most pure worship of which we are possibly capable of.
David says, "That's where my heart is at." He meditates on God's Law so that he can
know God's will, and he wants that inner communion that loves God and what we see
here in terms of what the confidence of trust looks like is that trust in God. What does it
mean to trust God? Well, trust is joined with a whole hearted devotion to Him. That
there's not quarter in your life for pockets of known disobedience that you cultivate and
tolerate when you know that the Lord is displeased with that. David says, "That's not
possible for me. I don't have room in my heart for that, because there is one thing that I
want is to know this God and to be found pleasing to Him. To know God and to enjoy
Him, that's my supreme goal in life." He's not double minded in his approach. He's not
trying to have it both ways in the world, to have the world in one hand, and God in the
other. He says, "Forget this! I want both hands wrapped around my God."

And now in verse 5 he takes that single minded devotion. He takes that confidence that
he's expressed in the first three verses, and he applies it to a settled attitude of serenity
and certainty as he looks to the future. Look at verses 5 and 6 with me. He says, "For in
the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; In the secret place of His tent He
will hide me; He will lift me up on a rock." To that place of security, protection, where no
one can get to me. "And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies around me,
And I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing, yes, I will sing
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praises to the Lord." He is shouting in exuberance, in overflowing, abounding gratitude
and confidence in who this God is and he says, "When trouble comes, what I'm going to
find is that the Lord secures me in it and protects me. Just like He did to me in the past,
that’s what I expect to happen to me in the future as well." All derivative from, David
could speak with this kind of confidence, because he knows who this God is, and he has
put his confidence and his trust in the certainties of God's character and he says, "I will
shape my perspective on life based on who He is, not by what's going on around me. |
will not have my heart shaking before men who threaten me when I know the God who is
over them and has set His affection on me."

Brethren, that's our prerogative to live that way. It's our blessing, our entitlement, to live
that way and you could say even that it is our duty to live that way. That is the way that
we should think about our God. That is the way that we should think about our Lord
Jesus Christ. If He gave Himself up on the cross for us, in the tones of Romans 8
argument, if God did all of this for us in giving us Christ and Christ giving Himself for
our sins, and rising from the dead, and ascending into heaven where he ever lives to make
intercession for the saints, if He did all of the greater like that, surely won't He do the
lesser things that are necessary to care for us going forward? On what basis do we
tremble before men? On what basis do we live in fear of the future? See, a knowledge of
who God is, a knowledge of who Christ is drives out fear. It drives out that fear of man
and that's what David has expressed in this confidence of trust in the opening 6 verses of
this psalm.

Now, after that ringing conviction of this opening section, you might think that David
never felt conflict in his soul, that he never struggled, that he never wrestled with things.
And if you thought that, if you think that, well, you would be mistaken, because David
goes on and shows another aspect, the other side of the coin of trust as we look at verses
7 through 14 and see the dependence of trust. The dependence of trust. There is almost a
jarring contrast. There is a jarring contrast between the first six verses of this Psalm and
the eight verses that follow. In fact, it is such a contrast that some more liberal
commentators have suggested that maybe these were two different Psalms altogether that
a subsequent person put together into one. They like to talk in those terms and, rather
than seeing a unity, it makes it easier for them to criticize God's Word and undermine
faith in God's Word by suggesting that it's composites that really don't make that much
sense. Well, we don't listen to men like that. We don't care what they say about these
things. We should look for, the Psalm says it's a Psalm of David from verses 1 through
14, and so we should look for the unity that brings it together, rather than casting a
suspicious eye upon Scripture and questioning what it says.

Having said that, there is a contrast in these final verses and if you look at verse 7, you
see that there seems to be an element of urgency that you might think was inconsistent
with confidence as you read verse 7. He says, "Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice,
And be gracious to me and answer me." He says, "Lord, hear me! Lord, be gracious to
me! Lord, answer me! I am in the midst of need now, and I need You to take note, and to
act, and to relieve me in my distress." David's experiences, like our own, maybe tying this
in to what I said to begin with, you and I are just like David. We see things really clearly
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for a time, and we rise, at times, to levels of confidence in God where it seems like
nothing could shake us, because maybe it's after a particular time in God's Word, or a
particularly strong season in prayer, and you get up, and you say, "Man, I'm ready! I get
it! I've got it! And I'm confidently going forward!" And then the doctor calls, or you get
bad news about something, or somebody irritates you, and you have a nasty reaction, and
it seems like you've, where did the other thing go? And you wonder about that. We see
things clearly for a while, but then a blast of trials come and suddenly, the danger is real.
The danger is present. And the danger is as much in your face as the reality of God was in
the first six verses.

What are we to think about times like that when they happen? How are we to understand
what's happening in our soul, because we all know something about what might seem to
be an inconsistency. Well, let me see if this will help you in what we have to say as we
consider the remainder of this Psalm here. The principle of confident trust often works
itself out in times of desperate need. David calls upon the Lord to act in response to his
prayer, and he needs God's answer quickly. While his confident trust is operating in the
background, while there's this foundation upon which the structure of his spiritual life
stands and will stand, there's still winds beating against the walls. There's still human
opposition and human need that he has to respond to and he's urgent and he's not sure
what to do. There's no need for us to pretend that we don't know what that's like, is there?
We know just what that's like. The need is urgent and right in front of our face.

How should we approach God in those times of urgent need when there is a settled
confident trust in our hearts, but there is an urgency to the circumstances that needs help
right now? Look at what David says. It's very impressive as you read through the Psalms
as we study them together to see the way that trust plays itself out, to see the way that
trust operates, to see the way that David uses trust in order to advance his case. It's more
than just saying, "God, help me!" There is a reflective, thoughtful way that David
approaches God in the way that he expresses his urgent need before Him and you see it
illustrated here in verse 8. David says, "When You said, 'Seek My face,' my heart said to
You, "Your face, O Lord, I shall seek." What's he saying there? He's saying, "God, in
times past Your Spirit came to bear upon my heart and drew me to You. You said, 'Seek
My face.' And God, I rose, went forth, and followed You. I responded to the call of God
upon my heart and my life. You said, 'Seek Me.' And I said, 'Lord, I will." And that's what
I've done. And now I find myself, Lord, in the midst of an urgent need. God, I obeyed
You. I followed You. I came after You when You commanded me to do so. Now, here I
am in this time of need. I need You to be faithful to that original call. I need You to finish
what You began. I'm here in response to Your command. Now I am in need. God, You're
still my God. You're my defense. You're my life. You're my salvation, the defense of my
life. I need You to bring that posture of Your relationship to me to bear on these
circumstances, because [ am beyond my strength. God, finish what You've begun."

You and I are familiar with Philippians 1:6 where Paul speaking to the church at Philippi
said, "I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus." There is this confidence that what God started He
will also assume responsibility to keep until the end. And David says, "God, You started
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this! God, You initiated salvation in my life. You called me to Yourself, and I came.
Now, be my God. Be my Savior in this situation as well. Be the One who delivers me,
because I'm in this kettle of fish in response to the way that You've worked in my heart."
Stated differently, David says, "God, take responsibility for my wellbeing now that I am
in distress."

And he emphasizes this request that God would act in verse 9 and expresses it, his
request, with three negatives. He says, "Do not hide Your face from me, Do not turn
Your servant away in anger; You have been my help; Do not abandon me nor forsake me,
O God of my salvation!" You feel the urgency in it, don't you, as you read this? "God,
don't let me go! Don't turn away! Don't hide from me!" Which are poetic ways of saying,
"God, I need You to act now! Don't wait! Don't hesitate! Don't delay in giving Your
response, because the need is right here on top of me." There's a critical, critical, critical
principle at stake here and I know that most of you need to hear this. Of course you need
to hear it. You're here, aren't you? God brought you here tonight to hear this message, and
He intends for you to hear what we're about to say: an incomplete understanding of trust
can make things worse for you. Sometimes a little knowledge can be a dangerous thing,
and an underdeveloped view of trust and the way that God works in our lives can
sometimes operate against you and make the circumstances even worse. Here's what I'm
driving at as I say that. You have a serious trial. And you feel the weight and the urgency
of it. You feel a sense of desperation and not knowing what to do, and it's pressing, and
things are difficult, and you've shed a lot of tears over the sorrows that it brings. And
then, for some of you I know this is the case, because some of you have talked to me this
way, and that's okay, I'm glad you do because it gives us an opportunity to bring God's
Word to bear to bring light, and help, and balm to your soul in times like that. To have
the trial would be bad enough, but then too often you also feel guilty because you say, "I
know I should trust the Lord in this, but I just don't feel that way." As if you should have
a calm indifference to what is happening around you and that a sense of urgency and that
sense of pressing need is not something that should weigh on your heart. I think Scripture
would teach us that that is a false standard to apply to ourselves. We need to trust God,
and we need to be confident in Him. But the fact of the matter is that sometimes you and
I are going to feel the weight of the world on our hearts based on timing, or the
magnitude of who is opposing us, or whatever. And we groan under that. We groan under
being, living, in a fallen world. Well, look, I know someone that groaned at Gethsemane.
That groaned under the weight of what he was about to undergo. I know Jesus, and He
groaned and cried out, "Oh God, if it's possible let this cup pass from me. Nevertheless,
not as I will, but as Your will be done."

Here's what I want you to see, beloved and I really want you to grasp hold of this,
because this is very, very helpful: faith is not always strolling happily in sunny meadows,
and picking the petals off of daisies, and delighting in sunny skies and warm breezes.
Sometimes, faith is going to manifest itself by clinging to the rope desperately in a
blinding storm. The hardship may be prolonged and make you think that God has
opposed you, but He hasn't. And when those times of urgency come upon you, God is
testing your faith, not to find out whether it is there or not, but testing it to strengthen it.
To take it through a refining fire, to purify it, and to make it even better on the other side.
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And rather than, and it helps, I think it helps, to understand that the times where you're
desperately clinging is not a time where you're denying your faith. It's simply another
aspect. What you're finding in your soul, what's being manifested in your life is this: trust
is sometimes very, very dependent. And that you're conscious, "God, I'm beyond my
resources, and I need Your help, because I have no strength of my own to answer to this
situation." As I have said in the past, the wave is simply casting you on the shore of
trusting God still more.

Take the long view, beloved and spare yourself the grief of striking yourself, of whipping
yourself with the whip. "I shouldn't be feeling this way." That's really a waste of time to
say. "I shouldn't feel this way." That doesn’t help. The way that you respond to those
feelings is by doing what David says here, crying out to God rather than moaning the fact
that you're not all that you thought you should be. And take the long view. Whenever you
are going through times like that, and sometimes it's a matter of years, I've spent more
time in that than I have in other parts of the aspect of spiritual life in those wondering
what's going to happen, what's going to come next, and all of the sorrow and the weight
of it all! Take a longer term perspective, and realize that in those times of prolonged
trials, God is cultivating you, and shaping you, and making you into someone that
otherwise you would not be. He is molding you and refining you with fire, and that's
okay. On the other side, this master developer of souls knows how to pour the form, and
pour you into the form, and bring you out on the other side into somebody different and
better than you otherwise would have been as a man of God, as a woman of God, as a
young person of God.

I love teaching on trust. I really do. It's one of my favorite topics to teach on. David, here
in verse 9, saying, "Don't hide Your face! Don't turn me away! Don't abandon me!" It's
the same man that was writing in verse 1 "The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom
shall I fear?" Well, what is he doing when he is crying out like this, crying out in
urgency, what's he doing except, other than, casting himself on this one that he said he
knew was his light and salvation in the beginning. This is just one aspect of casting
yourself upon Him like that. You say, "Well, that's never been a problem for me!" Good
for you. Hopefully it never will be. Hopefully, you'll never be that deep in the fire. But let
me just ask you one thing. Let me just ask one thing from you. If that's what you think,
fine. Just don't impose that on somebody else when they come and say, "I'm struggling
here." We give people room to work through these things, and we don't whip them
because they're in the second half of Psalm 27 and not the first half.

David was in both places, and David, you see, and notice what he says, at the end of
verse 9 he says, "O God of my salvation!" He hasn't lost faith here. He's not dishonoring
God. He's saying, "You're the God of my salvation! Because of that, do this!" Verse 10.
He expresses a depth of trust that would transcend human life. He says, "For my father
and my mother have forsaken me." Probably what he's doing here is just speaking
hypothetically here and saying, "Even if the worst of human abandonment took place, my
father and my mother, if they abandon me and turn away from me, God, you know what
I'm confident of? That You won't. That even if all of human relationships turn on their
head, I am confident that, God, You will still protect me."
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There's a very evident and encouraging application here. Some of you, maybe, your
parents have failed you. Maybe they're gone now. You know, there's no opportunity to
reconcile it. Some of you have had close human relationships turn away, family has
turned away from you. They're fed up with your profession of Christ, or whatever it may
be. And the ones that you thought were closest to you, now hold you off at arm's length
or worse. You know, there's something that you need to encourage your heart with.
Maybe your parents did fail you, but get this, knowing that I'm speaking to a lot of
bruised hearts in the room here tonight. Get this: God, your God, the God of your
salvation, He's not like that. Oh how I love that truth! I love that truth! The ones closest,
and nearest, and dearest to you may fail you, and reject you, and betray you, but God's
not like that. Look at it there with me in verse 10. "For my father and my mother have
forsaken me." A young child would be utterly defenseless if his parents abandoned him.
David says, "Even if it were like that for me, I would still be okay, because God will still
protect me." Human relationships come to their breaking point and disappoint us. When
that happens, stop being resentful. Stop being bitter. Move beyond the hurt and just take
that as an opportunity by contrast to see how great, and elevated, and wonderful the God
of your salvation is. That's the only way to respond. And human rejection becomes the
basis upon which you find even greater intimacy and communion with your Lord.

Now, having said all of this, David was entirely unsure what he should do next. Do you
ever feel that way? "I had no idea where to go from here." Well, okay. No need to panic.
Just learn in the midst of that to turn in dependent trust to your God. Look at verse 11.
"Teach me Your way, O Lord, And lead me in a level path Because of my foes. God, I
don't know where to go from here. God, I have a big decision ahead of me, and I don't
know what to do. I don't know what the right thing to do is here. God, I need You to lead
me. I need You to teach me. Instruct me. Take me by the hand and lead me in Your will.
That's what I'm asking God. That's what I need from You." And when there are enemies
littering the way and snipers coming after you, metaphorically speaking, "God, just lead
me in a level path." In other words, "Remove the obstacles so that I can walk in a level,
confident trust in You going forward from here."

He's surrounded by enemies. The future is threatening. The outcome is in doubt. In verse
27, Psalm 27:12. If you're looking for verse 27 of Psalm 27, you're going to be looking
for a long time, because it stops at 14. Verse 12, he says, "Do not deliver me over to the
desire of my adversaries, For false witnesses have risen against me, And such as breathe
out violence. Lord, I’'m being lied about. They're distorting the truth. They're trying to
destroy me. Lord, don't hand me over to them. Don't leave me in their power, but act as
my shield. Act as my protector. Be my refuge. Be my defense. Help me here in the midst
of this." There is a plurality of opposition. It's in the plural. My adversaries, false
witnesses, foes, at the end of verse 11, they intend to harm David violently.

But in the midst of all of it, see where he comes out. His anchor has held in the storm.
God will lead him to safety. Look at verse 13 with me. He says, "I would have despaired
unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living."
Some of your translations may read a little bit differently. Translators handle this verse
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differently because there is an incomplete sentence in the original language. That's why in
the NASB, "I would have despaired" is in italics. They've supplied that trying to complete
the thought that David only briefly expressed. Whatever else you say about it, at root,
beloved, kind of coming back up and coming to the climax here, at root, this is a triumph
declaration of trust, even though foes are breathing down his neck. He has gone to God
dependently. From a position of confidence, now encountering need, he's gone to God
dependently, urgently, feeling the need, feeling the weight of it. It's not hypothetical. It's
not academic. It's not mere potentiality. It's real, the threat to him. Just like the threats to
you are real that you feel. They're urgent, and they weigh on your heart.

David has poured out his soul in dependent transparency before the Lord and says, "This
one thing brought me through. I was confident that I would see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living. God will see me through this life. I will be on the receiving end
of many tokens of His blessing, even though some trials may come and go." And for us
now in the Christian day we say, "You know, I get to the end of this life, and I die, and I
go to heaven, and it's all so much better anyway. It's a win win for me. It's a win win for
you being a Christian." We see God's deliverances throughout this life, and then we see
the final deliverance from sin when we go to heaven, when we die and go to heaven and
be with Christ. And we see His goodness all around. Do you get this, beloved? Do you
recognize this? Do you embrace this? Do you depend upon this with all of your soul? We
will see the goodness of God displayed to us without fail. And nothing about your current
circumstances will ever contradict that final and ultimate fact. No manner of sorrow, no
manner of earthly loss, no manner of setback will ever, ever, ever contradict the goodness
of God to His people. Ever. And that changes the way that we look at it. Nothing about
this life, nothing that's wrong right now in the world or in your personal life is going to
contradict the ultimate goodness of God. View your trials from that perspective and
everything changes. All of a sudden, there is a beacon of hope. You say, "I would have
despaired, but then I remembered this. That the goodness of God is unfailing." In the
words of Psalm 23, "I am confident that goodness and loving-kindness will follow me all
the days of my life, and then I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever." I don't lose. I
can't lose. Come what may.

And so he concludes with this exhortation to trust. What does it mean to trust God? I
have defined it in the past in other places. To trust God means that you remember who
God is, and you wait on Him to act. It's really simple. Just remember who He is.
Covenant keeping gracious God to His people. And you wait on Him to manifest that in
time, and space, and circumstance.

David says in verse 14, I know many of you have gone to this verse often for
encouragement, hopefully after tonight you have a little more informed view, and it's a
deeper verse to draw upon now than it was beforehand, he says, "Wait for the Lord; Be
strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the Lord." A couple of things I want
you to see on this before we close.

First of all, notice that he repeats it. "Wait for the Lord. Yes, wait for the Lord." And so
apparently, it's pretty important. He feels it's important enough to tell us twice in the
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closing verse. Pay attention here. There's an important principle here at stake. Perhaps,
and I think it's reasonable, if not likely, David, perhaps, was first saying this to himself,
just like you and I need to do in the midst of our trials. We need to take ourselves in hand.
We need to preach to ourselves. We need to look at ourselves in the mirror and say,
"Wait for the Lord." "You wait for the Lord," saying it to yourself. You tell your heart
how to think. Too many of you let your emotions tell you how to think. And "Oh! I'm
upset!" and then that just starts to control things. You need to preach truth to your heart
and let truth tell your heart how to think and feel. "No, you're going to wait for the Lord.
That's what we're going to do here," you say to yourself. "We’re going to wait on the
Lord, because He's a good God. He's our defense. He's our light. He's our salvation. He's
our defense. Our foes and adversaries cannot have ultimate priority over us. They cannot
prevail over us."

David spoke to himself that way, I am sure. But in the end, it comes out as his
exhortation to the reader. It becomes the closing thought with which we leave this Psalm.
Wait for the Lord. Be strong. Don't collapse under the weight of your sorrows and your
difficulties. Don't give up. Don't deny God. Don't give yourself over to sin. Don't give in
to temptation. Be strong, and let your heart take courage. Be renewed in confidence as
you look forward in time. Why? Because of who God is. And when David says, "Wait for
the Lord," if this is kind of the summary concluding exhortation it would be important to
know what this means. Beloved, you need to understand that when he says, "Wait for the
Lord," he's not talking about passively marking time until circumstances get better. That's
not it. Like you're just waiting at a bus station waiting for the bus to come, and you don't
have anything better to do. That's not it. When David says, "Wait for the Lord," he's
saying, "You take an attitude of heart like this. You remember who God is, and then you
expect Him to deal with you in accordance with the wonderful perfections of His
character. That God will manifest to you individually that you will know in your own life
that God has been abundantly loving, abundantly gracious, and supernaturally faithful to
you." You expect that from Him before you actually see it in the circumstances in front of
you. You wait for Him. And by waiting, we say, "You expect Him to do this, even
though you don't see it now." That's a confident dependent trust in keeping with Psalm
27.

Why do we have to wait? Why do you wait years for comfort to come on something that
has troubled your heart? Why do you maybe wait decades for circumstances to change
and turn to something in keeping with the aspirations of your heart? Why is it like that?
Well, beloved, God's timing is not always our timing. God has His own timing, and it
usually isn't ours. We want it now. We want it today. Well, if we got it all today, we
wouldn't know anything about the triumph of trust that is described in Psalm 27. If it was
always the way that you wanted it, if there was never anything to make you weep or
buckle your knees in prayer before God, where is the triumph of faith? Where is God
manifested? Where is His glory displayed? Anybody could honor a God who always did
exactly what they wanted exactly when they wanted. That doesn't take any faith. That
doesn't take any trust. But when you and I know who God is, and we believe on that, and
our inner man is shaped in its expectations and priorities by His character. When there
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seems to be nothing visible around us to support it, God is put on display. His invisible
reality is manifested through that life of trust. And that is worthwhile.

So don't give up. Especially when your strength is gone; especially when you say, "I can't
go another day like this," understand that you're not outside the care of God. You can
exercise trust even then in entering into the spirit of this Psalm. Beloved, our God is a
God of loyal love. He will never disappoint us in the end. Never! Out on the thought!
Leave on the suggestion! Never embrace that consideration! No, God will be loyal to us
in the end. And we will wait on Him until He manifests that. We don't care how our foes
flourish in the meantime. We are not dissuaded from this kind of trust in our God. James
Montgomery Boice says and I close with this quote, "If some wealthy person promised to
give you an expensive gift, wouldn't you wait for it expectantly? If you were in trouble,
and a king were coming to help you, wouldn't you be alert for his appearance? God is just
such a generous benefactor and a powerful king. He is well worth waiting for. It is a
privilege to wait for Him, and yet how little true waiting most of us really do."

Whatever you've been like in the past, beloved, won't you settle in your heart that you're
going to be a person going forward, you'll be a Christian going forward, that says, "I will
wait on God with a confident, dependent trust and expect Him to bless me in the end."
Won't you let that become the shaping, defining aspect of your Christian experience and
the testimony that you manifest to the world, to your family, to this church? Won't you be
like that?

Let's bow together in prayer.

Our Father, You are our light and our salvation. We will not fear. Your the defense of
our lives. We will not dread. And yet, we find ourselves from time to time in urgencies
that we don't control. Father, in those times we turn to You dependently, confessing the
weakness of our strength, confessing our vulnerabilities, and yet at the same time
affirming that You've been our help. Don't abandon us or forsake us, O God of our
salvation. We believe Your Word. You will take us up. Teach us Your way. Don't deliver
us over to the desires of wicked men who would harm us. Father, we trust You. We
believe that You will manifest Your goodness to us. And when we see Your goodness on
full display, it will be far greater than anything we could have asked or thought, going
exceedingly beyond anything that the eternal reaches of our imagination could ever
conceive. You're that great and that good. And so, Lord, we wait for You in the midst of
our sorrows, our temptations. We strengthen our hearts and take courage, because we
look expectantly to You. Yes Lord, we wait on You with eager anticipation to see You
display that covenant faithfulness that You always keep to Your own. We love You. We
honor You. We bow before You. We gladly sing Your praise now. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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