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Before the Light Is Turned Off 
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John 12:35–50 
 
One Final Call To Believe (v35 & 36) 
Jesus’ free offer of the Gospel. 
John 1:4–10 In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true 
light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 
John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am 
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
John 9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world.” 
John 7:33 & 34 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a 
little longer, and then I am going to him who sent 
me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. 
Where I am you cannot come.” 
2 Corinthians 6:2 For he says, “In a favorable time I 
listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have 
helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation. 
 
The benefits of believing. 
1 Thessalonians 5:5 For you are all children of light, 
children of the day. We are not of the night or of 
the darkness. 
Ephesians 5:8 & 9 for at one time you were 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in 
all that is good and right and true), 
1 John 1:5–7 This is the message we have heard from 
him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we 
lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 

Matthew 5:14–16 “You are the light of the world. A 
city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven. 
Philippians 2:14 & 15 Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, 
 
The designated end of the offer. 
John 8:21 So he said to them again, “I am going 
away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your 
sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 
Matthew 23:39 For I tell you, you will not see me 
again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’ ” 
John 1:11–13 He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 
 
Commentary On Cause of Unbelief (v37-43) 
The resistance of unbelief. 
Psalm 81:11 & 12 “But my people did not listen to my 
voice; Israel would not submit to me. 12 So I gave 
them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their 
own counsels. 
Hosea 4:17 Ephraim is joined to idols; leave him 
alone. 
Romans 3:10–12 as it is written: “None is righteous, 
no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for 
God. 12 All have turn aside; together they have 
become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 
1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not 
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned. 



Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately sick; who can understand it? 
Psalm 36:1 & 2 Transgression speaks to the wicked 
deep in his heart; there is no fear of God before his 
eyes. 2 For he flatters himself in his own eyes that 
his iniquity cannot be found out and hated. 
Proverbs 21:2 Every way of a man is right in his own 
eyes, but the Lord weighs the heart.  
Matthew 12:24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they 
said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, 
that this man casts out demons.” 
 
God’s response to unbelief. 
Romans 1:28 And since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done. 
2 Thessalonians 2:10–12 and with all wicked 
deception for those who are perishing, because they 
refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 
Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that 
they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all 
may be condemned who did not believe the truth 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
Hebrews 2:1–3 Therefore we must pay much closer 
attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away 
from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels 
proved to be reliable, and every transgression or 
disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall 
we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It 
was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested 
to us by those who heard, 
Isaiah 55:6 & 7 “Seek the Lord while he may be 
found; call upon him while he is near; 7 let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he 
may have compassion on him, and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon. 
 
The pride of unbelief. 
John 7:31 Yet many of the people believed in him. 
They said, “When the Christ appears, will he do 
more signs than this man has done?” 
John 8:30 As he was saying these things, many 
believed in him. 
John 10:42 And many believed in him there. 
John 11:45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had 
come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed 
in him, 
John 12:11 because on account of him many of the 
Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 
James 4:4 You adulterous people! Do you not know 
that friendship with the world is enmity with God? 
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. 

1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 
Matthew 16:26 For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what 
shall a man give in return for his soul? 
 
The Outcome of Unbelief (v44-50) 
The truth concerning believing . 
John 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears 
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life. He does not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death to life. 
Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. 
Hebrews 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds 
the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, 
John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, 
who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
 
The consequences of unbelief. 
John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am 
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
John 9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world.” 
Colossians 1:13 & 14 He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
Romans 2:8 but for those who are self-seeking and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
there will be wrath and fury. 
Titus 3:3 For we ourselves were once foolish, 
disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions 
and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, 
hated by others and hating one another. 
John 3:19 And this is the judgment: the light has 
come into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works were evil. 
John 8:37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; 
yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no 
place in you. 
John 8:43 & 44 Why do you not understand what I 
say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 
44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is 
to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies. 



Hebrews 12:25 See that you do not refuse him who is 
speaking. For if they did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, much less 
will we escape if we reject him who warns from 
heaven. 
 
The authority of judgement. 
Colossians 2:9 For in him the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily, 
John 7:16 & 17 So Jesus answered them, “My teaching 
is not mine, but his who sent me. 17 If anyone’s will 
is to do God’s will, he will know whether the 
teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on 
my own authority. 
John 8:26–28 I have much to say about you and 
much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and I 
declare to the world what I have heard from him.” 
27 They did not understand that he had been 
speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said 
to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, 
then you will know that I am he, and that I do 
nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the 
Father taught me. 
1 Peter 1:24 & 25 for “All flesh is like grass and all its 
glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and 
the flower falls, 25 but the word of the Lord remains 
forever.” And this word is the good news that was 
preached to you. 


