
Church Online? (introduction):
I've got a question for you. Can we legitimately be the church, do church, or go to church 

online? Biblically it is a no, because it goes against what church is according to God. That's just not 
the church functioning as the church. Now before I explain this with some reasons, which will be 
the different parts of this series in looking at the body of Christ applied for our day now, I want to 
head off what could be a main objection first. The main objection could be that if we cannot be the 
church, do church, or go to church online then am I saying that the church doesn't exist at all right 
now? Of course it exists. Or do people cease to be saved and cease to be a member of the church if 
they can't make it to a gathering? Of course it doesn't. Even though the church may not be able to 
physically gather together for a time such as in a natural disaster or in an immediate threat upon a 
specific church or in facing an epidemic or pandemic like now or in other exceptions or if some 
particular person may not be physically able to attend church, like many in nursing homes, it 
doesn't mean those believers cease to be a part of God's church and the church ceases to exist. The 
concern here, and hear this, because this is the context of this whole series, the concern here is 
whether the church can exist and can function as the church through the means of online. All the 
parts of this series address this context. In other words, is it totally ok for people to consistently 
quote on quote attend church online as a habit and that is church? No. And I hope that does not 
become a pattern for many as we travel through this coronavirus issue and come out of it with a 
new normal. Does this also mean that we should shun the internet and not use it right now for 
church related matters? Of course not. Technology has been provided by God and can be a great 
tool used to grow in our love and understanding of God and His truth. 

People may listen to some songs and listen to a sermon at a certain time on Sunday through 
the means of online temporarily given the circumstances, which is great and God feeds His people 
through those means all the time, but that is not "being" the church, "doing" church, or "going to" 
church. That's just not the church functioning as the church. That's just not being part of the body 
of Christ as the body of Christ. People are to be personally, physically involved in a biblical local 
church. And this is for several reasons. 

So that you can look at where we are going in this series I'll give you an outline of these 
reasons. All of the reasons answer this main question, people cannot "be" the church, "do" church, 
or "go to" church online, why? Reason 1 is, because that's not what the body of Christ is, generally 
speaking. Reason 2 is, because neglecting to assemble together as a habit is not to be true of those 
redeemed by Christ. Reason 3 is, because this is where, in one united voice, God's people glorify 
the wondrous deeds of their God together. Reason 4 is, because within the assembly that He brings 
together is the primary place where God does a special work of grace within His children. Reason 
5 is, because you cannot fight this war alone. And reason 6 is, because within the church is where 
God builds up, equips, and uses His people. So come back next time as we get into part 1 where 
we will look at what the body of Christ is in a more general way. 


